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T
HE three salient features of the sea 

campaign during the third year of 

war were an increased aggressive

ness of the enemy from the B elgian 

ports, the intensive and ruthless character of 

the attack by submarines on the world's 

Mercantile Marine, and the result afloat of the 

entry of the United States and other nations 

into the struggle . The effect of the R evolution 

in Russia upon the sea war in t.he Baltic 

theatre and that of the reverses in Italy upon 

the position in the Adriatic were felt widely, 

and necessitated the reconsideration in some 

of its aspect.s of the naval policy of the Allies. 

Furthermore, in a survey of the sea affair 

d uring 1916- 17, it must be noticed that the 

changes at the Admiralty and in the Govern

ment were influenced largely by public opinion, 

deeply stirred and concerned by questions of 

naval policy. 

The Battle of Jutland B 3.nk took p lace May 31 

- June 1, 1916, and after that event on only 

one occasion within the period under review did 

any large German force appear in the North 

Sea, and then only to retire at once to its 

port when some of the heavier ships of the 

Grand Fleet were sighted. The policy adopted 

by the enemy was that of sallying forth in 

detachments small enough to evade the British 

patrols and swift enough to seek safety by 
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flight if discovered. In this manner a munber 

of raids were made upon the British coast and 

in adjacent waters, chiefly from the seaports 

of B elgium, and m::t.inly with small craft 

assisted or accompanied by air forays. These 

raids became more frequent, and greater 

audacity was exhibited by the German naval 

commanders, towards the end of 1916, when 

not only the coasts of E ssex and Kent but the 

ent.rance to the Thames and the Straits of 

D over were boldly attempted, -and Calais, 

Dunkirk, Folkestone and Dover were bombed 

from the air or shelled from the sea. 

The successes of the German raiders at this 

time and their immunity from serious retribu

tion or punishment were attributed, in part at 

least, to the naval policy of the British Govern

ment and its strategic interpretation by the 

Admiralty under Mr. Balfour's administration. 

Certainly, there were indications of a change 

in the method of utilising the naval resources 

of the country for its protection_ When the 

German cruisers shelled Scarborough in Decem

ber , 1914" sOIl1e complaint was made that this 

watering-place was without adequate nava.l 

protection. The Admiralty of Mr. Churchill 

fmd Lord Fisher r p-plied in an official cum

munique in these terms :-
The Admiralty ta,ke the opporttmity of pointing oul 

that demon strations of this character against unfortifie~ 
towns or commer cia l ports, though not difficult t.o accom-
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plish provided that a certain amount of risk is a ncepted, 
are devoid of mi litary sigmficance. They may cause 
some loss of l ife among the civil population and some 
damage to private property, which is much to be 
J'egretted; but they must not in any circumstances be 
allowed to modi fy the gener a l n av al policy which is 
being pursued . 

The general naval policy of that period was 

indicated by the action in the Heligoland 

Bight of August 28, the constant bombardment 

of the Belgian coast ports in October, the air 

raid on Cuxhaven in December, 1914, and the 

cruiser action off the Dogger Bank in the 

following January in which the BH:icher was 

[B!lssano. 

SIR ERIC GEDDES, K.C.B. 
Appointed Inspector-G eneral of Transport in all 
Theatr~s of War, March, 1917-Vice-Admiral and 
Controller of the N avy, M ay, 1917-First Lord 

of the Admiralty, July, 1917. 

dp.stroyed. With these operations may be 

coupled the decisive battle off the Falklands 

about the same time, all of them significant of 

an offensive-defensive strategy, as a reply to 

the sallying tactics of the enemy. When, how

ever, in April 1916 England's home coast was 

again attacked, and an appeal was again made 

for local defence, the reply of the Admiralty 

was of a different character. I n a letter to the 

Mayors of Lowest.oft and Yarmouth, Mr. 

Balfour, after p oin t ing out that from a naval 

and military point of view the German bom-

bardment of open towns had been sipgularly 
futile, added ;-

It is not an experiment which (so fa r a s we can judge) 
they would be w fl ll advised to rep eat. This would be 
true e ven if the distribution, of our naval forces on the 
East Coast was undergoing no alt-er a t,ion . In the 
earlie r sta ges of the war considerations of strategy 
required u s to keep our b a ttle fleets in more n orthern 
waters . Thus situated they could concen t rate 
e f£ectively a gainst any prolonged operation su ch a ,' 
those involved in an attempt at invasion, but not 
against brief dashe'3 o:f£ected under cover of the night. 
But with the prog ress of the war our maritime posit ion 
has improved . Submarines and monitors , whieh 
form no portion .of the Grand F leet, are now availabJe 
in growing numbers for coast defence, and, wha t is even 
more import,ant, the increase in the strength of the 
Grand Fleet itself enables us to bring important forces 
to the south without in the leas t imperilling our nava l 
preponderance elsewhere. It would be unfitting to 
go into further details, but. I have, I hope, sufficiently 
s tated the r easons for my conviction that another 
raid on the coast of Norfolk (never a safe operation) 
will be henceforth far more perilous to the aggressors 
than it has been in the' past, and if our enemy be wise is 
therefore less likely. 

Here there was suggested a cha.nge of policy, 

and a decision, in response to public agitation, 

to ' resort to measures of ] ocal coast defence in 

substitution for the methods of offence whicl~ 

had proved effective at an earher period, and 

which had the sanction and support of cen

turies of naval experience. It was within a few 

weeks of this letter b eing written that the 

Battle of Jutland occurred, in appearance a 

chance collision of the British and German 

forces, but possibly brought about by an 

attempt on the part of the enemy to test the 

str ength or the weakness of that division of the 

Grand Fleet adumbrated by Mr. Balfour. 

There foll owed the raiding t.actics and desultory 

coast warfare to which reference has already 

b8en made, and which is more fully described 

later. The naval policy of the Government 

and the administration at the Admiralty were 

challenged in the Press, and more aggressive 

action by its naval forces demanded by the 

country. As a result of this agitation, com

bined with other matters, important changes 

in t.he composition of the Board were made, 

having for their object reforms in the construc

tive policy of the Admiralty and the initiation 

of more vigorous meaSl.ues at sea. Simul-

taneou..sly, a new Government came into office. 

As will be shown later, the preparations 

begun at this time cOl.:tld not, and did not, have 

effect for some months, but Sir John J ellicoe, 

who had been recalled from the command of 

the Grand Fleet to take the post of First Sea 

Lord, made it clear in an interview with ar 

American journalist on April 12, 1917, that ht, 
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i',nd the Board which he represented were in 

favour of the traditional policy of an offen

sive-defensive, and were determined to put. 

it into practice as soon as the means were 
available. "In conclusion," he said, "I can

not. do btltter than quote from you!' great 

author, Captain Mahan, in his volume, 'The 

Interest of American Sea Power, Present and 
Future.' He wrote : 

To Grea t Britain and the United States, if t h ey 
rightly estimate the pllort they may play in the great 
drama of human progress, is intrusted a maritime in· 
ter~st in t h e broadest sense of the word, which demand s 

done in this mattcr was fuJly explained by Sir 

Eric Geddes, for whom the of-fice of Controller 

was revived in the first place, and who after
wards succeeded Sir Edward Cars on as First 

L ord of the Admiralty. Of Sir Eric Geddes it 

may be said that he had won distinction as an 
organizer of the output of material. He gained 

experience in railway manageInent in America, 
and afterwards became Deputy General Manager 

of the North-Eastern Railway Company. At 

the beginning of the war his services were 

rendered in connection with the organisatioD 

KIEL HARBOUR IN 1914. 
In the foreground a German Submarine of that period. 

a s one of the conditions of its exercise and its safet y 
the organization of a force Ilodequate to control the 
gen eral course of even ts, to maintain if the necessity 
arise, not arbitrarily, but as those in whom interest 
and power alike justify the claim t.o do so, the laws that 
shall regulate maritime w arfare . 

" And again: 
"Var, once d eclared, must be waged offensively, . 

aggressively. The en emy must not be fended off , bu t 
;;; mit.t en down. You m ay then spare him every exaction 
relintluish every gf1in, but till down he must be struc], 
incessantly and rem orselessly ." 

During 1917 further changes were m ade in 

the composition of the Board of Admiralty, 
with 5:\ view to the division and better co

ordination of the branches of strategy (op era

tions) and supply (n'laintenance). vVhat was 

of the supply of munitions, and then his energy 

and driving power were directed to the reform 
of the military transport system. He became 

DiTector-Geneqtl of Military Railways, and 
afterwards Director-General of Transportation. 

His appointment in May as Controller of the 

Navy was a great tribute to his efficient work 

as an administrator, and his reputation in this 

connexion, combined with his business capacity, 

were doubtles; the qualifications which weighed 

in his selection as the civilian head of the Navy. 

The substitut.ion of officers fresh from the 

Fleet and with war experience, as well as 
younger men for the new Admiralty personnel, 

174-2 
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. was a marked feature of these changes. The 

distribution of work among the members of 
the Board was thus described by the First 

Lord in an address to the House of Commons 

in November:-

The members of the Board, in addition to dealing 
individually with work allotted to them under the t a ble 
of distribution of business in t he Admiralty, have been 
grouped into two formal Committees-namely, t h e 
Operat ions Committee and the Maintenance Committee, 
each of which meets once a week, or more often where 
necessary. 

The First Lord is the ex officio chairman, and p er
sonally I make a point of presiding over them as often 
as is possible. The Operations Committee consist s of 
m yself, as ex o.tficio chairman, the First Sea Lord, t h e 
Deputy First Sea Lord, the Deputy Chief of the N aval· 
Staff, 'and the Assistant Chief ot the Naval Staff, with 
the Fifth Sea Lord attending when necessary. This 
Committee deals with large questions of naval strategy, 
with operational plan s, and with the scale of provision 
.snd equipment of the Navy, as a figh t ing force, and 
with its efficiency, organization, and utilization. The 
o th er Committee, the Maintenance Committee, con
sist s of the six members of the Board concerned with 
p ers()nnel, material, suppiies, works, production, and 
fin imce-. It deals with questions affecting these matters, 
a nd with the fulfilment of the demands of the Operations 
Committee and Naval Staff. The D eputy First Sea 
Lord, representing the Operations Committee, and the 
Fifth Sea Lord, attending when necessary, form the 
jink between the operations side of the Board and the 
maintenance side of the Board. The Board itself al so 
meet s once a week, or more often if necessary. Matters 
coming within the admi-,i, trat ive spheres of the dif
ferent members of the Boa rd are, if they fall within 
certain definite categories of importance, rderred for 

considerat ion to the appropriate Committee of the 
Boa rd, whi ch either arrives a t a defini te conclusion 01' 

refers the matter for decision or confirmation to a full 
m eeting ot t he B 9ard, a R t h e n ature of the subject 
may require . This is gen erally t he ch an ge o r d evelop , 
m ent of the organiza:tion that has taken place in th~ 
Board of Admiralty and in its procedure . 

The favourable view of the nation on these 
appointments and changes, and the more 

vigorous policy they denoted, was r efl.ect ed in 

the speeches of public men and in ~he Press. 

Towards the end of 1916 t.he growing 
seriousness of the submarine m enace became 

a. matter of national clollxiety. The alleged 
dilatoriness of Ministers in their preparations 

for dealing with this matter was a factor of 

influence when a change of Government t ook 

place in December. There was f! public dem and 

for the immediate arming of all merchant 

strips and for more energetic measures against 
the underwater boats and the lairs from which 

they issued on the Belgian coast. 'Towards 
the end of February the Prime :Minister stated 

his belief, in view 'of the shipping losses, that 

" the ultimate success of the Allied cause 

depends, in my judgme,nt, on our solving the 

tonnage difficulties with which we are con

fronted." Mr. Lloyd George further stated 

that very drastic methods were necessary for 
dealing with the submarine peril, and that, if 

GENERAL VIEW OF A CONVOY. 
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the nation was not prepared to accept them, 
"there was disaster in front of us." He 

outlined these measures as follows :-

( 1) Measures to be adopted by the Navy to grapple 
with the m enace. 

(2) The building of merchant ship.;; wherever we can 
get them. 

(3) To limit our needs from ove rsea tr~~sport .by 
di spensing with all non-essential commodlhes .whICh 
are brought from overseas, and by producing as much 
of the essentials of life as we can at home. 

The intensive submarine campaign threatened 

by the German Chancellor at the end of J Bnuary 
was at this time in full swing, both wi.th under

water craft using torpedoes and mines and 

guns on the s1.U'face. Never was a more ruth

less campaign against innocent traders and 

non-combatants attempted since; the days 

when the pirates waged war indiscriminately 

upon all who sailed the seas. The cowardly 

and brutal treatment of merchant seamen and 

seafarers of both sexes has been de8cribed in 

a previous chapter, * and details of the attacks 

made on hospital ships are given later on. 

The campaign was carried to its greatest height 

in April, when the heaviest loss in British 

tonnage occurred, and the Merchant Marine of 

the Allies and neutrals suffered in proportion. 

The campaign was waged with an utter disre

gard of restraint or respect for interuational 

law (which the KaiHer said no longer existed) 

and the precepts of hmnanity. . A little later 

new methods of meeting the menace began to 

take effect, and Mr. Lloyd George was able to 

announce in the House of Commons that the 

figures for the month of May were a considerabL~ 

imorovement on the anticipations of the Ad

mi;alty. The First Sea Lord stated tha.t the 

increasing armament of the Mercantile Marine 

had made the submarines more cautious, and 

a larger proportion of attacks were made by 

the boats in a submerged condition This had 

an ad,vantage, as the submarines were dependent 

upon their torpedoes for such attacks, and, 

being only able to carry a limited number, had 

to return more often to their ports for a supply. 

In a speech made on August 16 the Prime 

Minister was able to say t.hat .the Government 

had come to the conclusion that, with the 

exercise of reasonable economy, there was no 

chance of the Germans succeeding in starving 

out the population of the British Islands. The 

definite promise giveIl to the German public, 

that by the month of August the submarine 

campaign would have effected such ravages on 

* Vol. XIII., Chapter cxav. 

COMMODORE GODFREY M. 
M.V.O., 

Fifth Sea Lord. 

the Mercantile Marine that England would be 

forced to abandon the war, could not be ful

filled. Mr. Lloyd George added that owing to 

the means which had been devised for dealing 

with th~ situation the losses, which were in 

April 550,000 tons, in July had come down to 

320,000 tons, and, if the August figLU'es continued 

at the same ratio, the net "losses d1.U'ing the 

months of July and August would be at the 

rate of 175,000 tons a month. In October 

there was a further increase in the number of 

. ships sunk, but by the following month the 

First Lord was able to state that the measures 

taken by the Admiralty had considerably 

lessened the gravity of the situation. The 

arming of merchantmen, the introduction of 

the convoy system, measures taken to replace 

lost tonnage, and the more stringent use of the 

blockade were all matters which had their 

effect in curbing the enemy's activity and 

assisting in the prosecution of the sea war. 

As a result of the extension of the submarine 

campaign and the continued and notorious 
infraction of every agreement, promise, and 

pledge the United States declared war on 

Germany, and many other nations hitherto 
neutral followed their example. Before the end 

of 1917 17 countries had taken up arms against 

Germany and nine others had severed relations 
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with that country. The American Navy, and 
tb a larger extent than before the Japanese 

Navy, providecl contingents to the naval 

forces of the Alltes in European waters to assist 

in meeting the submarine menace. Owing to 
the large nmnber of merchant vessels taken up 

for naval and military purposes, the proportion 
of tonnage engaged in carrying food products 

and other necessaries to the British I slands and 

to the Allied cOlmtries was small, and it sus

tained further diminution from the action of 

submarines and mines. Owing to the reduction 

of jrnports due to these causes, it becam e 

necessary to take precautionary measures for 

economising ITlany of the essentials of life. 

Generally, the work of the Allied Fleets was 

devoid of large dramatic incident, and was 
principally confined to affording protection to 

the ships of the Mercantile Marine engaged in 

the conveyance of reinforcements of troops and 

supplies to the various armies and for carrying 

out the business of trade and commerce. At 

the same time, the entry of the United States 

into the war enabled the blockade of Germany 

to be enforced with greater stringency and 

with a corresponding influence upon her 

economic condition. She was made to feel to 

a wider extent than b efore the deprivation of 

many articles and commodities necessary for 

the prosecution of her military a ims. The 

positJOn towards the end of the year 1917 was 

admirably summed up by General Smuts in a 

speech made to the ARsociation of the Chambers 

of ConuTlerce in October ;-

More and: more t he real inwardness of the war sit.uation 
is being apprecia ted in Ger.many. The German r~lers 
are trying t.o still the fear of the peoplc wit h vain hopes 
t hat the submarine weapon will beat u s yet, and that 
we will be forced to make a German p eace. All their 
hopes now centre in the submarin e, but these hopes are 
dest in ed to be illusory. Whatever the dangers of t h e 
s ubma rine, it has ceased t.o b e a decisive factor. The 
s ubma rinE.> has been beaten b y t.he silent heroism of 
our Navy and OLlr Mercantile Marine. D eeds have 
been done on the sea so astounding that details cannot 
be publish ed until the end of t h e war. In the general 
critical t empe r of our times less than justice has been 
done to t his aspect of our naval effort, but I ffHll sure 
t h at the future will appraise it at its t rue value. 

The period covererl by the present chapter 
is from November, 1916, to December, 1917, 

and the change in the hi.gher naval policy of 
the country whic h occurred during this period 

cannot b etter be illustrated th~n by recalling 
the circumstanees which obtained at the earlier 

of thei3e dates. On November 1, 1916, Mr. 

Ba1£our was st.ill First Lord &.nd Admiral Sir 

Henry Jackson First Sea Lord. ' Vit h one 

exception t he Board was composed of members 

who had not seen active service at sea since the 

outbreak of war. Public opinion was at the 

time much stirred in regard to the apparent 

indecision or inability to -make the most use 

offensively of the power of the Navy, in order 

to curb the activity of the enemy, such as had 

been shown by the mid on the Channel transport 

traffic on October 26. 1916. * 
In replying for the Ntwy at the Lord Mayor's 

Banquet on November 9, 1916, Mr. Balfour 
referred at son1.e length to this raid in the 

Channel, in which the enemy sank several 

patrol boats and a -destroyer and got away 

practically unmolested. He explained how, 

on a night of pitch darkness, no moon, clouds 
and storm, a few fast torpedo vessels were able 

to enter the Channel and get as far west as 

Folkestone, returning without having dont any 

permanent damage to our lines of communica

tion. The great stream of men and munitions 

which went ceaselessly from England to 

France was not disturbed. While he did not 

say that such a raid could not be repeated, 

Mr. Balfour did suggest that it would not be 

repeated, because it was not worth the enemy's 

while to run the risks involved, and he expressed 

the confident hope that if German destroyers 

a,gain entered the Channel they would not be 

able to get out of it again without heavy 

disaster. 

The Germans, however, 800n a.fterwards 

made two raids into English waters in a week. 

On November 23 they sent six destroyers to 

rFl,id the north end of the Downs. The boats 

attackod a patrol vessel, and clajmed to have 

shelled Ramsgate, which was deuied. All. of 

them returned safely to their base.. On 

November 26 German small craft raided the 

waters off the Norfolk coast and sank the 

armed trawler Narval, which was on patrol, 

capturing her crew. 

It was apparently in response to the general 

criticism already referred t,o that the Board of 

Admiralty was, at the end of November, 

strengthened by the infusion of younger men 

fresh from sea service, men who had distin

guished themselves in the war and knew what 

was necessary for the war. The appointment 

was announced on November 29 of Admiral 

Sir John J ellicoe to be First Sea Lord, and of 

Admiral Sir David Beatty to succeed him as 

Commande;-in-Chief of the Grand Fleet. Sir 

:I: Vol. X., page 55. 
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John Jellicoe brought with him to the Adm~ralty 

from the Grand Fleet Admiral Sir Cecll Burney 

as Second Sea Lord and Commodore Lionel 

Halsey as Fourth Sea Lord, as well as many 

other officers Before the announcement of 

these changes had been made known to the 

public Mr. ' Asquith's Government went out of 

office, and in the n ew Ministry formed by Mr. 

Lloyd George the post of First Lord of the 

Admiralty '\va ~ accepted by Sir Edward 

aDd the rest scattered, ha.ving ~llffAred con-. 
siderable p1.Ulisllluent. Meantune there was 

another encolll1ter off the Schouwen Bank 

between British and German destroyers, in, 

which one of the former was struck by a torpedo, 

and so severely damaged that she had to be 

sunk by our own ships. The 'severity of the 

conditions under which this action was -tought 

was shown by the arrival at Ymuiden of the 

German destroyer "V.69,'" flagship of the 

JAPANESE DESTROYERS ' IN THE MEDITERRANEAN. 

Carson. The new patent was published in the 

London Gazette of December 15, 1916. The 

outstanding feature daimed for the n ew . 

Government was its greater vigour and energy, 

and the speeding up was refl ected in the 

administration at the Admiralty. 

On January 22, 1917, a timely check was 

inflicted upon the German flotillas at Zeebrugge 

by two short and sharp actions off the Dutch 
coast, fought in very severe ,weather. British 

light forces Il1et an enemy destroyer division 

whilst on patTol, and in ~he engagement which 

followed one of the German boats Wi'l,S sunk 

flotilla. The boat limped into the Dutch port 
in a terrible condition, '\vith eight members of 

her crew who had been killerl frozen hard to 

the deck Her commanding officer. Lieut.

Commander Boehm, was reported to be un

injm'ed, but the commander of the fiotilla, 
Corvette-Captain Schultz, was killed early ih 

the engagement with other ·officers. by a shell 

which wrecked the bridge of the" V.69." The 

boat was repaired and returned to a German 

port on February 11, 1917.* 

* See Vol. XIV., p. 198. 
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GERMAN SUBMARINE WRECKED ON THE COAST OF JUTLAND. 

This check off the Dutch CDast did nDt suffice 

to. stop entirely the German raids into British 

waters. On the night of January 25, 1917, 

a small unidentified German vessel approached 

the Suffolk coast, and fired a ntlmber of shells, 

only a portion of which r eached the land. 

There were no casualt,ies, and only insignifica,nt 

da'Uage was caused. The night was very dark, 

and the frring opened with a star-shell, which 

lit up the coast, but mDst of the shells which 

followed tell into fields, and the bombardment 

was all over in less than five minutes. Accord

ing to the German account of this little affair, 

their light forces" penetrated to. English coast 

waters south of- Lowestoft in order to attack 

hostile patrDl vessels and outpost ships previ

ously reported there. In the entire sea region 

which 1'Vas searched nothing of the enemy wrvs 

seen. Thereupon the fortified place Df South

wold was illuminated from a short distance by 

star-shells. Our torpedo boats then opened 

fire, and direct hits were observed." 

A more ambitious raid, by .two divisions of 

enemy destroyers, was carried out Dn the ll.ight 

of F ebruary 25. The -destroyers approached 

the K entish coast at 11.15 p.m., and fired a 

number of shells at the unfortified tDwns of 

BroadFltair s and Marg2,te , the bombardment 

lasting for about ten minutes. The material 

damage caused was slight, but three people 

were killed in an old-fashioned cottage between 

Broadstairs and lVIargate which was (Lestroyed 

by the firing. The hostile forces were reported 

by a British destroyer on patrol duty 111 t he 

Channel, and a short engagement ensned, in 

which the British vessel was not damaged, 

although under h eavy fire from guns and 

torpedoes. The enemy vessels were pursued, 

but were lost in the darkness. In the Gern1.an 

aCCDunt it was mentioned that the d estroyers 

were commanded by Cormnander Tillessen and 

Commander Konrad Albrecht. 

In the n ext of these" tip-and-nm " raids, a lso 

carried out by two groups of destroyers, the 

town of Ramsgate was subjected to. a slight 

attack. Very early in the morning of March 

18 some enemy destroyers approached the 

K entish coast and fired a number of shell s~ 

hut there were no casualties and the material 

damage was slight, one occupied and two 

empty houses only being hit, according to. the 

British official r epDrt. These Hamsgate raiders 

retired hurriedly before the IDeal British fDrces., 

and escaped in the darkness, so. that it was not 

possible to [l.scertain the damage inflicted on 

them. At almDst the same time, hDwever, 

enemy destroyers ellga,ged one Df the British 

destroyers on patrol, to the westward of the 

Straits of Dover, . sinking her with a torpedo. 

She returned the fire, u sing torpedoes and gun s. 

hut the result was not known. From the 

crew t.here were eight s urvivors, but all the 

officers · were drowned. A secDnd British 

d est.royer was tDrpedoed, but not seriOl.18]y 

damaged, whih;t picking up the survivors from 

the first. Dl,uing this same night a British 
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m erchant. veRse] in the northern part of the 

Downs was sunk by a torpedo from what the 

Germans called t.heir "northern attacking 

group " of destroyers. 
Dunkirk was the nex t object of at.tack by tl: e 

German raiders, some sixty shells b eing fired 

into t he French t own by torpedo boats about 

2 a.m. on the morning of March 26, 1917. 

Similarly , during the night of March 28- 29, 

ther e was a foray off Lowestoft, although on 

this occasion the enemy did not bombard the 

town itself. According to the Admiralty cum

m'unique, " some firing was observed some miles 

off shore from Lowestoft. Our pat rols were 

sent to the scene at utmost speed, but nothing 

was see~ of the enem y , who had made off." 
The Germans claimed t o have sunk by gunfire 

the armed English st eamer Mascotte, and to 

have take,n seven m en of her crew prisoners. 

This vessel was a pat rol t rawler- a class of 

vessel the crews of which suffered .much and 

endured much during the guerilla warfare 

which was practised with ever-increasing 

boldness .about the t ime under review. 

The frequent rains upon the coe,st of Thanet 

were naturally somewhat disturbing t o the 

inhabit ants of that part of K ent, and in the 

first week of April, 1917, a deput ation from the 

towns in this locality waited u[)on Sir Edward 

Carson and Sir John J ellieoe at t he Admiralty, 

the party including the Mayors of Margate and 

R amsge.te and t he Cha irman of the Council of 

Broadstairs . Sir Edward Carson a.ssured them 

that, in spite of alarmist rumours, the position 

was not m ore serious than it had been since 

t he beginning of the War . The First Lord 

added that h e had no intent.ion of r emoving 

his gran,dson from the school he attended in 

Than et, and he hoped himself, as in the p ast, 

to spend occasional week-ends ther e. 

From about t he middle of April a n ew phase 
in t he r p.iding warfare was entered upon. A 

decided check was put upon t.he German enter
prises, and the British counter-measures par- ' 

took more of an offensive ch Ftract er than 
p reviously. Not that the Navy had remained 

content to leave all the offensive strokes to the 

Germans b efore this . On the contrary , the 

Royal Naval Air Service had kept up from the 

beginning of the winter a constant succession of 

bombing raids upon the B elgil'tn C08,st strong

holds from which the hostile craft, emanated. 

These attacks, however, were evidently found 

to have only a limited value. On January .8. 

for instance, the .Er-ha Belge stated t.hat a great 

number of submarines and torpedo boats were 

t~en in the port at Zeebrugg0, which had not 

suffered much from the bombardments. The 

harbour works were practically intact. This 

place differed from Ost en,d, in that it was 

l1.1.erely the port of Bruges, and so long as tha.t 

arsenal w as able to turn out and to shelter war 

craft the lat,t er could always fly back there for 

safety whatever happened to the port itself. 

GERMAN MINE·LA YING SUBMARINE WRECKED NEAR CALAIS. 
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All the sam-':l , R.N.A.S. machines made frequent 
assa,ults upon Bruges , as upon Zeebrugge and 

. Ostend, during the first three months of 1917. 

In April, however, as · has been said, more 
aggressive methods seemed to come into 

operation. On the night of April 7, in con
jW1ction with seaplane attacks on the Mole at 

Zeebl'ugge and on ammunition dmnpG near 

Ghent and Bruges, it was officially . announced 
that "oth.er operations were carried out off 

Zeebrugge during the same night, as the resul t 

of which two enemy destroyers were tor
pedoed. One of t hese was seen to sink; the fate 

of the seC'ond is not certain, but she was v ery 
severely damaged." In this attack the British 

sustained no casualties, but the Germans 

THE HAND.TO·HAND FIGHT ON BOARD THE "BROKE." 
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admitted the loss of their torpedo boat G88. 
A fortnight later the country was thrilled by a 
spirited encounter in the Dover Straits, in which 

the Germans lost two more torpedo boats, G85 

and G42. On the night of April 20 about five 

German destroyers attempted a raid on Dover, 

the Vice-Admiral at which base r eported that 

THE NEW BELL OF THE "BROKE." 
Cast from the lid of a Torpedo Tube of G42. 

the attack resulted in the enemy firing a number 

of rounds into a ploughed field a few miles 

distant from the town. The enemy then 

apparently steered in the direction of some 

of our shipping, possibly with the intention of 

a ttacking, but was met by two vessels of the 

Dover patrol. In five minutes these two 

vessels, the Broke and the Swift, commanded 

respectively by Commander E. R. G. R. Evans, 

R.N., of Antarctic fame, and Commander 

A. M. Peck, R.N., engaged and sank at least 

two, and possibly three, of the five or six enemy 

boats, the remainder making off at a. high 

speed during the short engagement, and 

escaping in the darkness. The British Admiralty 

report commended the J conduct of those con

cerned in this a.ffair as follows: "Our vessels 
suffered no material damage, a.nd our casualties 

were exceedingly slight in comparison with the 

results obtained. Our patrol vessels were 

handled with remarkable gallantry and dash, 

a.nd the tactics . pursued were a very fine 

example of destroyer work. We were fortunate 

in being able to save the lives of ten German 

officers and 108 men from ' the vessels which 

were sunk." Telegraphing on April 27 to the 

Vice-Admiral at Dover, his Majesty the King 

commanded that his hearty congratulations 

should be cqnveyed to the commanders, 

officers, and men of the Swift and Broke " on 

the skill, dash, a~d bravery displayed on the 
night of April 20-21 off Dover." During this 

encounter one of the enemy destroyers was 

rammed by the Broke, and while the two 

boats were thus locked together a desperate 

hand-to-hand conflict, in quite the style of tho 
l)lden days, t.ook place. vVith fine spirit, the 

men of the Broke, headed by Midshipman 
Donald A. Gyles, R.N.R., cleared their decks of 

the Germans who managed to scramble on 
board. 

The skill and gallantry of the officers and 
men engaged in this affgir were recognised in a 

Gazette dated May 10, 1917. Commanders 

Peck and Evans were promoted and awarded 

the D.S.O., Engineer-Lieutenant-Commanders 
Hughes and Coomber were also promoted. The 

r Ojfic~al photograPh. 

THE STEERSMAN OF THB "BROKE." 
W. G. Rawles, C.G.M., who remained at' the 
Wheel throughout the action, although wounded. 

following officers were awarded the D.S.C.: 

Lieutenants G. V. Hickman, navigator and 

second in command of H.M.S. Broke; R. D. 

King-Harman, navigator of H.M.S. Swift; 

M. C. Despard, fll'st and gunnery lieuteilant 
of H.M.S. Broke; H. A. Simpson, executive 

officer and gunnery lieutenant of the Swift; 
the two Probationary-Surgeons C. T. Helsnam, 

R.N.V.R., of the Broke, and J. S. We.stwater, 

R.N.V.R., of the Swift; the two gunnerS' 

H. Turner and F. o.1'inney, and Midshipman 
174-~ 
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Gyles of the Broke. The only awp,rd· of the 

C.G.M. ~as to ' able-seaman William. George 

Rawles, who continued to steer H.M.S. Broke 

although wounded badly in the legs in four 

places. There were other awards of the 

D.S.M., and also many officers and rnen were 

mentioned in ' dispatches or noted for early 

promotion. 
After the Swift and Broke affray, coupled 

with more frequent and effective air attacks 

on the enemy's bases, there was a considerable 

diminution in the raids by enemy destroyers 

The German boats were prevented from coming 

within striking distance of the British or French 

coasts. A few shells fired into Dunkirk early 

on the ' morning of April 24, by some torpedo 

boats under Captain Assmann, and the destruc

tion of about 20 houses in Ramsgatp. on the 

night of April 2,6-27, were amon~ the last 

attempt.s of the Germans to carry out raids 

in the N arrows. In the former a French 

torpedo boat was . s"Lmk, . and in the Iatter, 

although most of t.he 'shells fell in the open 

country, two people were killed and three 

mjm'ed. But with the advent of May the 

Allied forces had clearly asserted .their mastery. 

On May 10 light cruisers and destroyers from 

Harwich "Lmder Commodore Sir R. Tyrwhitt 

sighted a force of 11 German destroyers at 

about 4 a .m. between the English and Dutch 

coasts, h eading southward. The British forces 

immediately closed, but on t.heir opening fire 

the enemy made off .at full speec.l under cover 

of a dense smoke screen, and altpough shelled 

for an hour and twenty minutes at long range 

it was not possible to overtake them. Four 

destroyers chased the 11 German d estroyers to 

within range of the-gl.ln,s of Zeebrugge. Again, 

on the night of May 19-20 a patrol of four 

Fre~ch torpedo boats met off Dunkirk.a flotilla 

of German destroyers making for that port, 

but after a short engagement the Germans 
withdrew at full speed. 

Following up these successful operations, 

others of a still more successful nature were 

"Lmdertaken on J'tIDe 5. Early on that m:orning 

the enemy's naval base and workshops at 

Ostend were heavily bombarded' by units of 

THE , " SWIFT" PICKING UP SURVIVORS OF G42 SUNK BY THE "BROKE." 
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COMMANDER EV ANS of the "BROKE If 
(left) and COMMANDER PECK of the 

"SWIFT." • 

Photographed at the Investiture in Hyde Park, 
when each received the D.S.O. 

the Dover patrol, ( a 'large numb.er of rounds 

being fired with good resUl:'s. (On the 6th it 

was officially reported that photographic recon

naissance over Ostend showed that the bom

bardment had seriously damaged or totally 

destroyed the majority of the workshops in the 

dockyard.) While this operation was in pro · 

gress, another force from the Harwich flotillas 

was patrollmg off the B elgian coast, evidently 

with the obj ect of bringing to action any of the 

German vessels which might be driven out t o 

sea by the bombardment. This force under 

Commodore Sir R. Tyrwhitt sighted six 

destroyers, and engaged them at long range. 

In the running fight one of the en emy boats , 

820, was slmk by, the British gunfire and 

another severely damaged. Seven survivors 

from S20 were picked up and made prisonerF, 

and there were no British casualties. 

The effect of the attacks on June 5, and of 

others made from the air, was that not only 

were several vessels sunk at Ostend but that 
the entrance gates to the d,ockyard basin, the 

wharf, the submarine shelter, and a destroyer 

lmder repair were badly damaged. On June 10 

the Admiralty r eported that, accorrling to a 

m essage from the Vice-Achniral at , Dover, the 

latest reconnaissance of Ostend , showed that 

all large ,shipping had been remo,ved from that 

harbour. The harbour presented a deserted 

MIDSHIPMAN GYLES of the Cl BROKE" 

Who headed the fight 'against the boarding party. 

appearance, it was added,and the two destroyers 

which had lately been reported as being towed 

to Zeebrugge were probably those damaged 

during the bombardment wpich had been 

removed from the basin. 

R eferring to these raids on tmfortified towns 

and to the fighting in the Narrows, Sir J. 

J ellicoe said :-

'We deplore the loss of. life among non-coIlfba~ants; 

but, after all, we are engaged in a war whereon the 
freedom of the world depends, and we cannot deflect 
our, strategy from its m ain purpose. That is what the 
Germans hoped to effect, and they have faile,d. At 
the same time, perhaps, I may add that since the 
expl oit of the Swift and Broke the en emy has attempted 
n o raid on the British coast . 

This leads m e to say a few words as to the destroyer 
and submarine bases on the Belgian coast which are in 
the occupation of t he Germans. One is Ostend, the 
other is Zeebrugge. The Germans h ave applied to this 
len g th of sand-hinged coast the sam e principle 'of 
intensive fOl'L~fication adopt.ed hi gh er up on ' the North 
Sea and t,he lsland of H eligoland. The coast line is 
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THE DESTROYER ACTION OFF ZEEBRUGGE, JUNE 5, 1917: 

studded with heavy guns, which in themselves consti
tute infinitp-simal targets at a range of more than 20,000 
yard,; on which any bombardment could be carried out. 
Moreover, the enemy has not been slow to make the 
fullest u se of aircraft and · smoke screens by way of 
protectIOn. 

Ostend offers the best target, but it can only be 
attacked at rare intervals, when a favourable com
bination of wind, weather and sea conditions can be 
attained. Zeebrugge, in the real sense of the word, 
i c; nor. a naval ba~e , but merely an exit from the inland 
port of Bruges. with which it is connected by a wide 
deep-water canal. There i!;' little to hit at Zeebrugge. 
Still, I hope that the problem which the Belgian coast 
present.s is no·c insolubie. 

During the period under review the intensI

fied submarine war waged by t.he enemy 

overshadowed events at sea. Towards the end 

of 1916, in addition to the dissatisfa~tion 

aroused in the country by the constant raids 

by torpedo craft on th~ east and south-east 

coasts, there was a feeling that t.he submarine 

menace was not being grappled with as it had 

been in t.he autumn of t.he previous year (1915), 

when Lord Selborne was able to say ·on behalf 

of the Cabinet that it was "well in handY 

The sinking of merchant ships increased and 

the proportion of lost tonnage relatively to 

the amount available for the trade of the 

British Isles increased in even greater ratio. 

With something of a shock, the country learnt 

from Mr. Prothero, the new Minister for Agri-

culture (speaking in the House of Commons on 

December 20, 1916), that in his opinion" we 

ought to realize, and the \lVar Office ought to 

realize, and the whole country ought. to realize, 

that we are a beleaguered city." About three 

weeks afterwards, in the first public speech he 

made after giving up the cornmand of the Grand 

Fleet, Sir John J ellicoe stated. at the Fish

mongers' Hall that "the submarine menace to 

the Merchant Service is far greater now than 

at any period of the war, and it requires all our 

energy to combat it." So much for the gravity 

of the problem. That its development had 

not been anticipR.ted and provided against in 

adequate measure was m.ade clear by Captain 

Bat hurst, speaking on behalf of the Ministry 

of Food, in the House of Commons on March 23, 

1917, when he said that "the food position 

and the food outlook are not wholly satisfactory, 

but it would be much easier to cope with the 

difficulties of this food stringency, which was 

likely to develop, had it been foreseen at an 

earlier period of the war and more far-reaching 

steps taken to grapple with it." 

This, of course, ,vas some few weeks afte::.' 

the official opening of the unrestricted sub 

marine war, of which the Germans had given 

notice on January 31, 1917. But as early as 

November, 1916, tbere was much uneasiness 
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[After a. Sketch by an E~'ewitness. 
BRITISH CREW THROWING LIFE.BELTS TO GERMAN SAILORS. 

felt in regard to the matter. It was one of the 

causes of the disquiet which brought about 

changes at the Admiralt.y and the accession to 

office of Sir Edwarcl Car on and Sir John 

JeUicoe . On Noven~ber 30, 1916, The T imes 

had said, in discussing elements of weakness 

in Admiralty administration, that "the de 

partments responsible for strategy, intelligence, 

and supply notoriously call for immediate 

attention, for the whole raison d' etre of t.he 

change is the public dissatisfaction with lack 

of initiative, ignorR.nce of enemy movementR, 

and ill-organized construct.ion." On the 

following day, D ecember 1, 1916, a meeting 

was held in the City, under the chairmanship 

of Lord Leith of Fyvie, which passed a r esolu

tion calling on the Government to exercise a 

more thorough blockade of Germany, and to 

take efficient, st eps for the prot.ection of mer

chant shipping against enemy subln:arines. 

Indications of what the Germans could do 

with their subn1arin es of the n ewer types hR.d 

heen given by the journey of U53 to t.he 

United States in October, 1916, and there 

were also several report" from the Continent 

of feverish activity in submarine construction. 

Lord Milner, while in P etrograd on F ebruary 9, 

19L7, estimated the nmnber of U-boats in u se 

at that moment at about 200, and other esti-

mates were even higher. Into the motives under

lying the fateful decision taken by Germany to 

wage a ruthless submarine war :::.nd risking nIl 

consequences it is unnecessR.ry to enter here. 

The avowed intention was to starve England. 

by U-boat warfare, but while they had to put 

forward this view in public, R.nd brought on 

them selves a good deal of polit,ical trouble, it 

probably did not represent their real cal~ula

tiOl1 , which was to damage the whole war 

machine of the Allies as much as possible. 

It was on January 31, 1917, that Herr 

Zimmermann informed the American .AJnbas

sR.dor at Berlin that wide zones around Great 

Britain, France, and Italy, as well as in the 

Eastern Mediterranean, were to b e considered 

blockaded areas, in which, without any further 

notice or warning, all sea traffic would be 

prevented by all available weapons as from 

the following day (February 1). The follow

ing were t.he salient points of the German 

Note, which was ostensibly issued in r eply to 

the message of the President of the United 

StR.tes on January 22 on the subject 6f 

peace, and of a Memorandum appende.d to 

the Note: 
The freedom of the sea. as a preliminary condition 

for t h e tree existen ce and the peaceful inter course of 
nations as well as the open door for tradE' were alway::; 
the g uidmg principlE's of German policy. 
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The attempt .of the four Allied Powers to bring a bout 
p ea.ce failed on a,ccount of the lust of conquest oi our 
a.dverslJ,-:·ies, who want to d:ct.ate peace . 

>I< * 
Thus a new situation has sprung up, which also forces 

Germany to new decisions. 

* 
. For the past two years and a half England has mis -

uSfld the power of her Navy in a criminal attempt to 
force Germany by hunller into subjection. 

* 
The Imperial Government. before its own conscience 

and before history is unable to assume respon<;ibility if 
anyone means to hast en the end of the war be still 
untried. Together with the President of the United 
States they had hoped to attain this aim by n egotiations. 

The attempt!" to establi::;h an understanding between 
the adversaris..<=; having been answered by an announce 
m ent of intensified warfare, the Imperial Government, 
if in a higher sense it wants to se rve humanity and not 
sin a~ainst the friends of its own nation, mUf't now 
continue the war for existence once more forced upon 
her b y means of u sing a ll weapon<=; . The Imperial 
Government is, therefore , also forced to do away with 
restrictions which up to now it has imposed upon the 
use ot its fighting m eans at sea. 

From F eb ruary 11, 1917, within the balTed zones 

l ., 
'; 

BLOCKADED AREA ~ 
Shaded Thus ____ ~ 

arOlmd Great, Britain, France, Ita ly and in the Eastern 
Mediterranean, a ll sea traffic will forthwith be oppose d 
by a ll mean:-. 

Neu t ra l ships p lying within the b alTed zones do so at 
thfi r own ri sk. 

Traffic of l'egula r American passenger steamers may 
go on unmolestf'd : 

(a) If F almouth is taken a s the port of destination. 
(b) If on the outward and return journeys the Scilli es 

~s well as !;I. point 1"0 degrees north 20 degrees west are 
steered for. On this roa d (route ) no German mines 
will be laid: 

(t: ) If st e.amers bear the foll owing special sign s which 
are a ll owed to them alone in American ports-viz., to 
be p '3.inted on the ship' s hull and on the superstructure, 
t.hree metres broad, verti.eal "t.ri r es alt.ernating whjte 
and reeL On every mast a la r-ge flag chequered white 
and red: on the st e rn the Alllerican national flag. 
During darkness the national flag and painted stripes 
to be easily r ecognizable as possible from far away 
and the ships t.o be completely and brightly illumi. 
JUtted. 

(d) If one steamer runs in e.ach direct.ion every week, 
arriving at F a lmoll t h on Sundays, lenving Falmo.ut.h on 
vVodnesd ays. 

.) l' 
Scale oFMiles . , l? I PO L I 

so 100 200 300 MlO 500 
I I I I I I 97/ 

THE AREA OF THE GERMAN "BARRED ZONES" OF FEBRUARY, 1917. 
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THE HOSPITAL SHIP "ASTURIAS," WHICH WAS SUNK WITHOUT WARNING. 

(e\ If guarantees are given by the American Govern
m ent that these steamers carry no" contraband" accord.
ing to the German list of "contrabancL" 

* 
It is fnrther statcd that Germany is prepared, in 

view ot the need for Continental passenger traffie, that. 
every week-day a Dutch paddle steamer shall receive 
free and unobstructed right of pas"a.ge in each dirce:tion 
b etween Flushing and Southwold, on condition that 
said paddle stea.m~rs only pass through thE" barred ' 
zones by daylight, and that they steer by the North 
Hinder Lightship both on the outward artd homeward 
voyage. On· this route no German mines will be Jaid. 
The marks on the ships making these voyages to be 
the same as those given regarding American passenger 
steamers . 

* * * 
The Germans lost no time in putting their 

threats into execution. The Dutch steamship 

Gamma, the Danish steamer Lars Kruse (em

ployed on Belgian relief work), the American 

steamer Housatonic, and other vessels fell 

victims during the first three days of the new 

campaign. As regards hospital ships, the 

Asturias was destroyed on the night of 

March 20-21, the Gloucest er Castle on the 

night of March 30-31, and the Salta on April 10, 

1917, among others. In the early days the 

newspapers of the country wel'.e allowed to give 

particulars of the sillkings of ships, and to 

tabulate lists, but a change of policy in this 

respect was introduced by Sir Edward Carson 

on February 28, 1917. He had stated in his 

speech in the House of Commons a week earlier 

that nothing could be worse than the inaccurate 

recording of submarine losses. Incomplete lists 

and accunlulations of losses afforded no com

parison with the actual vohune of trade which 

was b eing done. From the week emling S1.U1day , 

February 25, therefore, the Admiralty issued a 

weekly table showing the number of all vessels 
of over 100 tons using British ports, the 

munber of British vessels sunk by mine or sub

marine, and also the number of British vessels 
attacked but not sunk. The form in which 

this weekly return was published was deter

mined by the Government after consultation 

with the Allied Powers, who also a.dopted 

the plan and issued similar returns. The Ad

miralty considered that there were cogent 

naval reasons against publishing the tonnage 

figures, as thereby the enemy would obtain 

accuratE, information of considerable military 
value. 

The official tables of losses were the subject 
of much criticism, especially in regard to the 

omission of the tonnage destroyed, but th~ 

system continued during the year. The hi~l

water mark of the new campaign was ' reached 

in the week ending April 22, 1917, when 41 

British vessels of over 1,600 tons were slmk 

by mines and submarines. In regard to the 

totals of .losses, Mr. Lloyd George gave a 

number of figures in his speech on August 16, 

1917. Later information on the important 

matter of the tonnage losses "Was given by Sir 

Eric Geddes in his first speech in Parliamen t as 

First Lord on November 1, 1917. He said that 

the Germans cla.imed to have destroyed 808,OO() 

tons in August, but this V!as for all nationalit.ies. 

In point of actual fact, they sank very little 

more than a third of that amount of British 

tonnage and a little more than half for all 

nat.ionalities. For September their official 
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figm'es were G72,000 tons. a decrease on the 

previous month, but again they sank far less 

than a third of that amount of British tonnage 

and less than half that amOlmt of all nationali
ties. The Germans explained the reduced 

sinkings on the ground that the world's tonnage 

had sunk so low that there were not enough 

ships to enable the submarine comm!1nders to 

maintain their "bag," but in confuting thi.c:; 

Sir Eric Geddes showed that during September 

the oversea sailings of all ships of 1,600 tons 

and over were higher by 20 per cent. in numbers 

and 30 per cent. in tonnage than in April, the ' 

heaviest month of sinkings. The First Lord 

adde~: "The net reduction in tonnage in the 

last four months is to-day 30 per cent. less than 

was anticipated in ~n estimate prepared by 

me for the Cabinet early in J lUY." He also 

stated that during the past quarter the enemy 

hg,d lost as many submarines as they lost during 

the whole of 1916, and since war began between . 

40 and 50 per cent. of the U-boats operating 

in the North Sea, Atlantic, and Arctic Ocean 

had been sunk. 

A distinctly human touch was imparted by 

the First Lord to his survey of the submarine 

position when he was describing the measures, 

. offensive and defensive, taken to deal with the 

mensee. He showed that in the submarine 

warfare, as elsewhere, it was becoming a test 

of detennination, grit, and ingenuity between 

the two contending forces, and for the present 

he came to the conclusion that the U-boat war 

was going well for us. He then made the follow

ing point, showing how priceless an asset Great 
Britain has in her trained and seasoned merchant 

seamen, and how the m.an in the end proves 

superior to the machine :-

We, of course, analyse in every possible way sub
marine :;:inking~ , and aithough we may do, and are 
doing, a great deal by the use of science, by variouA 
kinds of weapons and appliances, to defeat the sub
marine, there is one thing which is a.lmost the most 
potent protection against Rubmarines that exists. It 
is not an appliance; it is a gift that God has given t,O 

men on the ships. It is their eyesight. It is a good 
look-out that is kept. I will give figure::: to the House 
which, I think, will interest it, and will tell thoAe outside 
how they can h elp the Navy against the submarine. 
A good look-out kept by an f'xperienced man, covering 
a great; many attacks by submarmesl ha" given us the 
following fact~ , that if a submat'ine is sighted by the 
look-out on a vessel, whether t he ves:::;el i~ armed or not, 
it. makes no difference, taking it all over, it is seven 
to three on the ship in favour of it getting away. Out 
of every t.en attacks when the submarine is sighted by 
the ship seven of them fail , but of every t en attacks 
when the submarine is not sighted eight ship~ go 
down. Tt is seven to three on the ship if the 
submarine is sighted, and four to one against it if it 
is not. 

On this point the Naval Correspondent. of The 
Times had already remarked :-

Something, however, may be said for the re."ultR of 
Sir Alfred Yarrow':::; public·spirited offer of a r9warcl 
to those men who first see and report a submarine_ 
Every now and again the presentation of the reward 
to some man or boy for sighting a submarine before 
his shipmates have st:'en it is noticed in the pape rs. 
But these isolatecl cases by no 1neans indicate t.he 
'ltimulating effect upon the wateh for periscopes which 
Sir Alfred 's generous gift:::; have produced, nor their 
result", in reducing t.he mercant.ile losses . Out of 17~ 
cases in which Sir Alfrecl Yarrow's award was given for 
sighting submarines up to October 1 in this yea.I', the 
number oi vessels attacked and sunk by t.orpAdo was 
12; t.he number attacked and sunk by gunfire was 
five; the numbrr attacked and damaged seriOUSly. but 
not sunk, was five; the number attacked which escaped 
without serious damage was 6.'); and the number 
which observed submarines, but were not attacked, 
was S6. It is obvious that it is of th(' utmost importance 
to bring the vessels safely into port without damage 
of any kind, and over 85 per cent. of the veRsr!s ;01' 

which claim'l were made accomplished this succes,.;fully, 
while n early one-half, or 49·7 per cent._ got in without 
being attacked at all. . 

Before dealing further with the progress of 

the unlimited V-boat campaign, it must be 

recorded briefly how it brought about an 

epoch-making event from the naval standpoint 

in the progress of hostilities--;-the introduction 

of the United State,s into t.he war. The historic 

meeting of the Americ~n Cabinet held im
mediately on the receipt of the German Note 

of January 31, 1917, and other political and 

diplomatic events, will be found referred to in 

other chapters of this History. The American 

Navy was the first to feel the effect of. and to 

act upon, the change in the relations between 

the United States and Germany. The Atlantic 

Fleet at Guantanamo, Cuba, was advised of the 

possibility of a rupture as soon as a decision 

was come to by the Cabinet to break off all 

diplomatic relations, and the usual daily an

nouncements of the movements of .A.rnericap 

men-of-war also ceased. On February 5, 

following a conference between the President 

and the Secretary of the Navy, it was announced 

that an understanding had been reached by 

which American merchant ships might carry 

guns, amidships as well as forward and aft, for 

their protection against submarines. With 

commendable pluck, however, several merchant 

captains put to sea after the declaration of the 

war zone without any guns to r ely upon, but 

only trusting to their good fortune and skill to 

avoid destruction. Two such vessels the 

voyages of which attracted a good deal of atten

tion were t.he Orleans and the Rochester, the 

one belonging to the Oriental Navigation Co. 
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and the other to the K err LinA. Disregarding 

the' German demands that any ships entering 
the war zone should b~ painted in red and 
white vertical stripes, these vessels left New 

York on February 10, and arrived at Bordeaux 

on February 27 and March 2 respectively. 
Their voyages were quite uneventful, and 

vogue was a.fforded by the attack on a convoy 

of seven Dutch vessels on February 22, 1917. 

The ships had been lying at Falmouth a few 

days, and on the morning in question received 
instructions from the Dutch authorities ,to put 

to sea, tlu'ee being inward and four outward 
bound. When only a few miles out they 

BRITISH " SEA TANKS" (MONITORS) OFF ZEEBRUGGE. 

neither of them saw any submarines. The 

captains and crews received a great public 
ovation. They modestly disclain'led, however, 

to have done anything beyond their duty, and 

indeed it was remarkable that the German 

threats, save only in the first day or two after 

they were made, when a state of partial 

paralysis existed in the neutral shipping 

industry, entirely failed to intimidate the 

merchant seamen into refusing to carry on the 

trade of the world. 

An illust.ration of the arbitrary m ethods in 

were met by a submarine, said to be U3, and 

six were sUnk by torpedoes or bombs. Their 

crews were turned adrift in five minutes, and 

r emained in boats for about fifteen hours before 

being rescued. It was officially announced from 

The Hague on F ebruary 24 that the German 

Government had declared its readiness to 

comply with a request made that none of the 

Dutch vessels en route t.o and from Dutch 

harboLU's at the time of the introduction of 

unlimited subrnarine war should be molested. 

It was owing to this .promise that the seven 
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ships left Falmouth. No instructions as to 

routes were asked from, or given by, the 
British Admiralty, yet this did not prevent the 
German Legation at The Hague making an 

attempt to saddle t.he responsibility for the 

outrage upon England. 
This onslaught on a Dutch convoy showed 

once more how futile it was to rely on any 
paper promises, or indeed on anything less 
than armed force, in dealing with the German 

. raiders. It was for this reason that the advent 

of America into the war was of immediate 

advantage to the Allies, since she was able to 
place at the disposal of the naval commanders 

in European waters a destroyer force, in ad

dition to relieving the Allies of certain patrol 
work in the Atlantic In May the Admiralty 

announced that "a flotilla of United States 

destroyers has recently arrived in this country 
to co-operate with our naval forces in the prose

cution of the war. Vice-Admiral W. G. SimR, 

U.S.N., is in general command of all United 

States naval forces that are sent to EuropE;lan 

waters, and he is in daily touch with the Chief 
of the Naval Staff. The services which the 

United States vessels are rendering to the 

Allied cause are of the greatest value, and are 

deeply appreciated." During the absence on 

leave of Vice-Admiral Sir Lewis Bayly, the 
British Commander-in:Chief on the coast of 

Ireland, in June, 1917, Vice-Admiral Sims 
temporarily took over the Irish naval command, 

and for the first time in the history of the 

naval affairs of the United Kingdom the 
Republican flag of a friendly and allied nation 
floated from the flagstaff of the British naval 

headquarters at Queenstown. In a speech on 

May 17, 1917, Sir Edward Carson expressed 

his appreciation of the first instalment of the . 

assistance which the American Navy was 

giving to the Allies. "I have been told," he 

said, "and I have received the news with 

great pleasure, of the great efficiency of the 

flotilla which has been sent over. I am told 

that the construction of the ships is magnificent., 

their armament perfect, their officers and men 
also magnificent." 

There was another striking demonstration 

about this time of the solidarity of the Allied 

navies by the action of the Japanese authori

ties in sending a numb~r of destroyers to the 

Mediterranean. On June 11, 1917, the Japan

ese Naval Attache in London announced that 

one of the Japanese flotillas attacked en~my 

THE TRANSPORT "TRANSYLVANIA" (TORPEDOED IN THE MEDITERRANEAN). 
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THE" GLOUCESTER CASTLE" SINKING, SHOWING THE RED CROSS AT THE BOW.-

submarines in the Mediterranean, but the 

result was not known. On this occasion the 

destroyer Sakaki, one of the new boats added 

to the Japanese Navy since :the outbreak of 

war, received some dam&ge by an enemy' 

torpedo, with a loss of ~5 lives, but she was 

towed safely into port. The British Admiralty 

supplemented this announcement by sta.ting 

that the Sakaki was one of the destroyers which 

so gallantly aided 0- rescuing a large number 

of the troops and crew from the trahsport 

Transylvania, which was torpedoed on May 4~ 
and from which 413 lives were lost. The 

destroyer's crew wen~ to the aid of the transport 

a~ the imminent risk of themselves being tor

pedoed, and the handling of the boat won 

general admiration. 

Perhaps the most diabolical part of Germany's 

programme of ruthlessness was the t.hreat, to 

sink hospital ships on the military routes for 

the forces in France and Belgium, i.e., within 

a line drawn between Flamborough Head and 

Terschelling ~m the one hand, and from Ushant 
to Land's End on the other. It was alleged 

that the German Government had " conclusive 

proof" that in several instances enemy hos

pital ships had b een nusused for the transport 

of m1Ulitions and trc,ops. The British Foreign 

Office promptly denie~ this assertion, and 
;>ointed out that 1.mder the Hague Convention 

belligerents had the right to search hospital 

ships , and t,he German Governmen.t had t here

fore an obvious remedy in case of suspicion--

a remedy which they had never utilised. But 

the Germ~ns peFsisted in their stat.ement that 

the decision not to tolerate the. traffic of hospital 

ships was taken on account of English abuse. 

On the night of March 20-21 the Asturias 

was torpedoed without warning. She had 
discharged her ('argo of w01.mded, but 

the casualties were, among the military, 11J 

dead, three missing, and 17 injured; and 

among the crew 20 dead, nine missing, and 22-

injured. The missing included a milit9.ry· 
female nurse and a stewardess. On the -night 

of March 30-31 the Gloucester Castle was 

torpedoed without warning in mid-Channel,.. 

and 52 were drowned or killed in consequence . 

All the wounded were sl.lccessfully removed' 

from the sr-ip, including some German wounded. 

There was no doubt in regard to this outrage '" 
because the German wireless on April 11 

claimed that the ship had been torpedoed by 

a submarine. On April 10 the hospital ship· 

Salta st.ruck a mine in the Channel and sank. 

There were no w01.mded aboard, but 52 lives 

were lost from the R.A.M.C. personnel. On 

April 17 two hospital ships, the Donegal and. 

Lanfranc, were destroyed with the loss of 41 

and 34 lives respectively. From the Lanfranc-

152 German wounded were saved. In au

n01.mcing the loss of these two vessels the
Arlmiralty stated on April 22, 1917, that owing 

to the fad that the distinctive Inarking and 

lighting of the hospital ships rendered them 

more conspicuous targets for German submarines 

it had becom e no longer possible to distinguish 

our hospital ships in the cllstomary manner 

The markings-white hull with a green bana , 

anp- red crosses, and also special £lags and. 

lights-which had been agreed upon in the 

Hague Convention, and which had guaranteed 

the immunity of hospital ships from attack" 

rendered t.hem no longer inviolable. It was 

therefore decided that sick and wounded," 
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together with m edical personn,el and supplies, 

must in future be transported for their own 

safety in ship:> carrying no distinctive markings, 

and proceeding without lights in the same 

m~.nner as ordinary merca.ntile traffic. 

IIn coming to the abo,ve decision the British 

Government were doubtless influenced partly 

by the faih:ll'e of their experiment in the policy 

of reprisals for hospital ship attacks. Imme

dil1tely on the German threat of January 31 

being made, the German Governnlent was 

informed that if it were carried into effect 

reprisals would inunediately ,be taken by the 

British authorities concerned. Accordingly, on 

April 14, in consequence of the attacks of 

German submarines on hospital ships, a large 

upholding the principles of humanity and 

justice would not prove a deterrent to Germany 

in the future. Such reprisals could be only 

p"lmitive in effect." Later, on May 26, the 

GerInan Government issued another Note in

cluding the Mediterranean in the danger zone 

for hospital ships . On the same day a.s the 

Note was dated, the Dover Castle was twice 

torpedoed in the Mediterranean and sunk. 

The whole of the hospital patients and hOf'lpital 

staff were safely removed to other ships, and 

the crew was also saved, except six luen 

missing, who were supposed to have been 

killed by the explosions. Previous to this 

Note, however, the hospital ship Britannia, 

in .November, 1916, was sunk in th~ A:;gean Sea, 

THE HOSPITAL SHIP "DOVER CASTLE," TWICE TORPEDOED WITHOUT WARNING. 
The photograph was taken just after the second torpedo had struck the ship. 

squadron, composed of British and French 

aeroplanes, carried out a reprisa.I bombardment 

of the town of Freiburg, many bombs being 

dropped with good results. The spirit in which 

the Allies exacted retribution was shown by the 

purely military cha.racter of the measures 

adopted. As the Admiralty pointed out, the 

airmen who executed this attack were exposer1 

to .. and did in fact incur, precisply the same 

dangers from the town defences as they would. 

have been in the course of l'W. ordinary action. 

Three machines fR.iled to return after the 

expedition. However, on April 22, it wa ;:; 

pointed out by the Admiralty that "any 

retaliatory measures open to a Government 

and 111 the san1.e month the Braemar Castle 

was also mined or torpedoed in the Mediter
ranean. 

The hospital ship question was carried a 

satisfactory step further by the generous 

action of the King of Spain. Lord Robert Cecil 

announced on August 1 ~ that in order to remove 

all suspicion the British and French Govern

ments had agreed that all hospital ships should 

c8.1'ry a neutral commissioner, to be appointed 

by the Spanish Government. Eleven Spanish 

naval officers were reported to have left Sp9.in 

in t hat week for French ports, to take up their , 

duties in conducting hospital ships. From 

September 10, it was announced in a , French 
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DESTROYERS RACING TO THE HELP OF THE "DOVER CASTLE," 
Which is seen in the centre of the photograph. 

semi-official statement, the German nava.l 

forces would respect hospital ships in the 

l\fediterrane~n, which would no longer have 

to be escorted by armed vessels, and from this 

date the German officer prisoners of war were 

landed from the Fre,nch hospital ships on which 

they had been placed as hostages. 

Turning to the measures taken to counter 

the enemy's plans, Lord Curzon referred to them 

as follows, on February 7, in the House of 
Lords :-

W e are arming m erchant vessels to an extent wh.ich, 
were your lordships aware of it. would give you lively 
sa.tisfaction, but the figures of which I have not the 
slightest. intention of statmg. 'Ve are employing and 
developing scientific inventions for the discovery and 
destruction of submarines. '~7 e are exerting ourselves 
to protect neutral shipping from the dangel's by whi ch 
they are threatened. W e a re organizing the sea waters 
in the endeavour to provide lanes of safety through 
the danger zone. We are building at an accelerated 
) ate of speed new vessels to replace those that have 
been or are likely to be lost. 

A fortnight later Sir Edward Carson, 

speaking on the Navy Estimates, said that 

there had been established at the Admiralty an 

Anti-Submarine Department, composed of the 

best and most experienced men ' who could be 

drawn upon for the purpose from among those 

serving at sea. Their whole time was devoted 

to working out the problem in connexion with 

this menace. The officer chosen to be the 

Director of this new Anti-Submarine Division 

. of the Admiralty War Staff was Capt.ain 
'William W. Fisher, lVLV.O., R.N., who when 

war broke out was conunanding the battleship 

St. Vincent in the Grand Fleet and serving 

as Flag-Captain to Rear-Admiral Hugh Evan

ThomaB. The official Navy List for July 

showed that he had two other naval captains

Claude Seymour, D.S.O., and H. T. Walwyn, 

D.S.O.-as his Assistants, in addition to 17 
other naval officers. 

A factor of the greatest importance in the 

measures and methods taken to counteract the 

U-boat campaign was the skill and dexterity 

shown by the mercantile captains. Commodore 

'Lionel Halsey, the Fourth Sea Lord, drew 

attention to this in a speech at the Imperial 

Merchant Service Guild at Liverpool on 

March 6. Quoting from an official paper con

taining an analysis of attacks by torpedo 

without warning, he showed that out of 32 

attacks 27 succeeded, the ships being sunk in 

22 cases, and beached in five. Of the five 

unsuccessful attacks, two torpedoes missed 

ahead, one missed astern, and in two cases the 

periscope was sighted and the torpedo avoided. 

Of the 27 successful attacks, in 21 cases the 

ships were not zigzagging. In one case a 

ship, through zigzagging, passed only two 

. miles off an island where a submarine was 

waiting. Commodore Halsey, in expressing 

t.he hope that the information he had given 

'would be circulated, so that every captain of a 

ship leaving the British Isles would be able 

to see what happened, said that the figures 

afforded a very good exanlple of the importance 

of zigzagging with discretion. 

The inventive resources of the Allies had full 

scope in being centred upon the means of 

dealing with the subm.armes. Lord Beresford 

referred to this phase of the rnatter in a speech 

at the Birmingham and Midland Institute on 

October 11. 1917. According to the report in 

7he Bi1'mingham Da.ily Post, the Ad.rniral said : 

Public mention had been made of the hydrophone, 
or listener, and mines, as well as the smoke-boxes now 
in use, but owing to our ineradicably dilatory methods 
t,hese invent-ions , whi ch were brought out a short tllne 
afte r the outbreak of war, were held up. If they had 
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been taken and pushed at once, the hydrophone w(:mld 
have saved the country many millions sterling, as the 
enormous barrages and obstacles which had been placed 
in the sea would have in many cases been quite unneces
sary, and the smoke-boxes would have saved many a 
vessel from gun and torpedo attack. 

In September and October the Admiralty to 

·a certain extent lifted the veil which had hidden 

from the view of the public the daily drama 

at sea between the merchant vessels of all 

nations and their protecting units of the Allied 

navies on the one hand and the U-boats on 
the other. There were published extracts 

from official reports showing vividly how the 

submarines were being harassed and attacked 
night and day by various methods. Of special 

interest was the revelation that naval aircraft 

were playing a prominent part in these opera

tions. The following was the official account 

of a fight between a seaplane and a German 

submarine: "A seaplane attacked an enemy 

submarine, which she had observed apparently 

n1.anamvring into position to fire a torpedo at a 

passing merchant ship. Before the seaplane 

,arrived over tl;i.e submarine, the latter sub

merged, but three bombs vyere dropped on the 

position where he had disappeared from sight. 

In five minutes' t.ime a large upheaval was 

noticed where the bombs had been dropped ; 

tIllS C011l0 , best be compared to a huge bubble, 
rising some distance above the level of the' sea. 

and distinctly visible for a minute or more 

There was no further sign of the submarine." 

On another occasion a German submarine 
was torpedoed, and undoubtedly destroyed, by ' 

one of our subm,arines, as described in the 

following extr80yt from an Admiralty report: 

" A certain British submarine on patrol sighted 

an _enemy submarine. Both boats were on the 

surface, and a heavy sea was running at the 

time. The British boat dived, and a quarter . 

of an hour later succeeded' in picking up the 

enemy in her periscope. She fired at an esti

Inated range of 800 yards, and after a pause of 

a minute heard the concussion of a violent 

explosion. She rose to the surface and sigbted 

a patch of oil, with survivors swimming in it, 

who were taken prisoners. These stated that 

the torpedo had struck them just before the 

conning tower. The submarine rolled over and 

sank, the survivors being blown up through the 

conning tower." 
Even. more remarkable and exciting must 

have been the encounter between a British 

naval airship and a U-boat, described in the 

follo wing passage from AdIniralty records, 

issued to the Press on October 22. 1917: 

" One of the coastal airships, of a type faIniliar 

to visitors at seaside resorts, W9·S recently on 

patrol, and sighted a steamer in distress. On 

descending to investigate closer it was found 

that . she had beeIl torpedoed by an enemy 

submarine, but was capable of being towed into 

harbour. Accordingly the airship summoned 
assistance by wireless, and until it ' arrived 

hovered protectingly round the crippled mer
chantman. No signs of her late assailant wert 

visible, and in due course the steamer was 
taken in tow by tugs and headed for harbour. 

The aerial escort accompanied the tow, and 

about an hour later sighted the conning tower 
of a submarine about five miles to the south· 

ea.stward of the convoy, apparently manCBuvring 

for another shot. The airship'. instantly sig

nalled by wireless the position of the submarine 

to all men-of-war in the vicinity, and swooped 

down to attack. The submarine saw her 

coming, and dived, but too late to avoid this 

glittering Nemesis from the skies. Two bombs 

were dropped simultaneously in front ot the 

swirl of his descent; a violent explosion ensued, 

followed by oil and air bubbles in ominous 

quantities_ Shortly after a destroyer arrived 

and investigated with sweeps The airs~p, 

returning to her base for a further supply ot 

bomb~ and petrol, was overtaken by the 

following aerial signal: 'You've undoubtedly 

bagged him.' " 

Evidently anticipating Germany's develop. 
ment of her submarine warfare, the British 

AdIniralty towards the end of January notified 

neutral Governments of an extension. of mine

laying operations in the North Sea A large 

area was declared dangerous to shipping, and 

it was described as follows by the Americau. 

State Department from information supplied 

to them :-"The area comprising . all tl'lE' 

waters, except the Netherlands and Danish 

territorial waters, lying south-westward and 

eastward of a line commencing four miles from 

the coast of Jutland, in latItude 56 deg N.,. 

longitude 8 deg. E., and passing through the 

following positions :-Latitude 56 deg. N., 

lorigitude 6 deg. E.; latitude 54 deg. N., 

longitude 0'45 mm. E., thence to a pOSItIOn m 

latitude 53'37 deg. N., longitude 5 deg. E., 

seven Iniles off the coast of the Netherlands.': 

Thus from a point off Ringkobing, Denmark. the 

danger area extended across the North Sea, 

north of the Horn Reef, thence slanting south-
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ward, but including the Dogger Bank in its 

area, to a point off the Yorkshire coast, south 

of Flamborough Head. This area was subse

quent.ly extended on more than one occasion, 

both on its west side and closer to the limit 

of the Dutch territorial waters on the east side. 

. CAPTAIN W. W. FISHER, M.V.O., 
Director of the Anti-Submarine Division of the 

Admiralty War Staff. 

On July 4, 1917, the Admiralty published a 

"Notice to Mariners," headed "North Sea 

Caution with regard to Dan!?erous Areas," in 

which it was pointed out tha.t, in view of the 

unrestricted warfare carried on by Germany 

at sea by means of mines and submarines, not 

only against the Allied Powers but also 

against neutral shipping, and the fact that 

merchant ships were constantly sunk without 

regard to life and the safet,y of their crew, the 

Government gave notice that the area in the 

North Sea rendered dangerous to all shipping 

by operations against the enemy would be 

further extended, and shoulcl b8 avoided. The 

p ositions given in tIllS notice showed that the 

danger area had been considerably enlarged. 

\Ye may now turn to certain phases of the 

work of the British Navy in the North Sea 

not already dealt with in these pages. In the 

course of the interview, already quoted, which 

he gave on April 12, 1917, to an American jour

nalist, Admiral Sir John Jellicoe said that 

it could not be denied that naval strategy had 

undergone a vast change as the result, of the 

illegal u se by Germany of subInarines. Their 

advent as a fighting weapon had made a block

ade of an enemy's coast in1possible, and had 

added to the difficulties we had to face on 

accOlmt of the natural features of the German 

coast line for either attack or defence. The 

First Sea Lord went on to show that the most 

striking feature of the change in our historic 

naval policy resulting from the illegal use of 

submarines, and from the fact that the enemy 

surface ships had been driven from the sea, 

was that we had been compelled to abandon a 

d efinite offensive policy for one which might 

be ca.lled an offensive-defensive, since our only 

active enemy was the submarine engaged in 

piracy and murder. vVe had to give our 

Mercantile Marine a measure of protection 

which would not be dreamed of if the Germans 

merely used their U -boats for legitimate naval 

warfare, and so many of the smaller warships 

had to be ul')ed for this purpose that the" tip

and-run" raid became a possibility, while our 

own blockade efforts slJffered. 

How this new offensive-defensive line of 

policy worked out in practice was illustrated 

by several events during the year. During 

the weeks immediately following Sir .r ohn 

Jellicoe's remarks there were undoubtedly 

signs of increased activity, if not of greater 

vigilance, on the part of the patrols. A scrap 

which occurred on August 16, 1917, indicated 

that the British outposts were pushed right up 

into tho enemy's home waters. On this day. 

80me of our light naval forces. scouting in the 

German Bight, sighted an enemy destroyer at 

9.45 a.m. Fire was opened and the destroyer 

was chased. She was seen to be repeatedly hit 

and on fire. but she escaped through the mist 

over a minefield. Enemy rine-sweepers were 

sighted shortly after the destroyer ancl heavy 

fire opened on them. at least two being observed 

to b e very seVf:rely damaged. But. as with 

the destroyer, our 8hips were unable to follow 

them owing to the proximity of minefields. 

During the engagement the British vessels 

were attacked by a submarine, and after the 

action a 8econd submarine attacked, but in 

both cases the U -boats were unsuccessful. In 
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the Gel'Illan accOlmt of this affair, their forces 

were d escribed as a guard patrol, which had 

encountered British cruisers and destroyers 

" on the fringe of the English barred zone." 

British light forces presumably patrolled 

regularly in the n eighbourhood of the outside 

edge of the German triangle from Sylt to 

Borkum, for ' the double purpose of watching 

the enemy's exits and enforcing the British 

danger area, the limits of which, as is shown 

elsewhere, were in close proxi~ty to the Ger

man mine fields. In these circumstances, it was 

remarkable that an encolmter with German 

units did not occur more frequently. 

A litt le further to the northward, off the 

Danish coast, west of Ringkobing Firth, there 

was an action on September 1 b etween British 

light forces and fOl.u' enemy mine-sweeping 

vessels, the latter being all destroyed. Un

officially, it was stat ed that two submarines 

and two seaplanes assisted the Gerrn,an vessels , 

and that one of the seaplanes :was destroyed. 

Finding themselves attacked by superior forces , 

the mine-sweepers ran for the shelter of the 

Danish territorial waters, and some of , them , 

ran agrolmd on the coast of Jutland. About 

, 100 German sailors gained the shore on rafts 

or by swimming. Arising out of this fight, the 
I 

Danish L egation in London received later in 

September a Note from the British Government 

on the violation of Danish neutrality alleged 

to have b een committed by British naval 

forces in pursuing tho Germ an mine -sweepers. 

The British Government expressed its ' sincere 

regret, .J;Ild offered inden'lnification' for any 

damage which might have been caused. 

It was in this locality a few days earlier-on 

August 21--that a portion of the British light 

forces on patrol brought down an enemy 

Zeppelin, from which there were no survivors. 

This was the third Zeppelin reported to have 

b een destroyed at sea by British naval forces 

during 1917, the others b eing L22, on May 14, 

and 1.43, on June 15. These losses all went to 

show that the advantage ascribed to the 

German Navy in its possession of a fleet of 
scouting airships was somewhat at a discount. 

Naturally, in spite of all that the British 

seamen could do in keeping their watuh and , 

guard off the approaches to the German naval' 

bases, isolated raiders were bound to sneak 

through, especially submarine raiders. One 

su ch vessel appeared off Scarborough about 

6.45 p.m. on the evening of September 4, at a 

time when thousands of holiday makers 

throngerl tl~e beaches C and' promenades, and fired 

thirty rounds at the town, about half of which 

fell on, land. The material damage was siight, 

but three persons were killed and five injul'ed. 

A raid of a 'more serious nature was that 

which ' resulted in the destruction of two 'British 

destroyers and nine Sc'andinavian merchant 

ships under convoy on October 17. The 
Admiralty report of thi's ' misfortune stated 

that two very fast and heavily armed German 

ra,iders attacked the convoy in the North Sea 

about midway between the Shetland Islands 

and the Norwegian coast. The destroyers, 

Mary Rose, Lieutenant-Commander Charles L. 
Fox, and 'Strongbow, Lieutenant-Commander 

Edward Brooke, which formed the' anti

submarine escort, at once engaged the enemy 

vessels, 'and fought Uiltil sunk after a short and 

unequal eng~gement. Their ga!] ant action 

GERMAN MINE-SWEEPER DRIVEN ASHORE ON THE DANISH COAST, SEPT. I, 1917. 
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TWO MORE GERMAN MINE·SWEEPERS DRIVEN ASHORE ON THE DANISH 
COAST, SEPTEMBER 1. 

held the German raiders sufficiently long to 

enable three of the merchant vessels to effect 

their ~scape, but five Norwegian, one Danish, 

and three Swedish vessels-all unarmed
were thereafter sunk by · gunfire without 

examination or warning of any kind, and 
regardless of the lives of their crews and 

passengers. The following remarks were made 

in the Admiralty communique :-
Lengthy comment on the action of the Germans is 

unnecessary, but it adds another example to the long 
list of criminally inhuman deeds of the German navy. 
Anxious to make good their escape before British forces 
could intercept them, no effort was made to rescue the 
crews of the sunk British destroyers, and the Germans left 
the doomed merchant ships while still sinking, thus 
enabling British patrOl craft, whir.h arrived shortly 
afterwards, to r escue some thirty Norwegians and others 
of whom details are not yet known. The German navy 
by this act has once more and further degraded itself by. 
this disregard of the historic chivairy of the sea. The 
German official communique on this subject stat,es that 
the attack took place within the territorial waters in 
the neighbourhood of the Shetland Islands, and that all 
the escort vessels, including the destroyers, were sunk 
with the exception of one escort fi shing steamer. The 
statement as to the locality of the attack is untrue, as is 
also the statement regarding the destruction of the 
escort vessels. 

Replying to questions in Parliament, Sir Eric 

Geddes said that a court-martial into the 
loss of the destroyers and the circumstances 

attending the attack on the convoy would be 

ordered by the Commander·in-Chief of the 

Grand Fleet immediately the survivors were 

fit to attend, and the Commander-in-Chief 
would appoint the m embers of the Court and 

frame the charges. A naval inquiry presided 

over by Sir Eric Geddes was also held im

mediately, to deal with the general question 

of convoy, and all relevant matters. On 

October 29, Sir Eric Geddes announced that 

the inquiry was attended by the members of 

the Board concerned, together with the officers 

dealing with the matter in question. The 

Commander-in-Chief, Grand Fleet, also at

tended. So far as the feeling . aroused by the 

brutality of the Germans was concerned, this 
was well illustrated by the N ot,e fron1. the 

Norwegian Government to the German Govern

ment on November 1, which included the 

following passages :-

This conduct ov the part of the German warships 
was the cause of .& great number of Norwegian sailor,,; 
being killed and wounded by sh ell·fire or I08ing thei l' 
lives by drowning. The Norwegian Government will 
not again st,ate its vif1ws, as it has already done so 
on several occasions, as to the violation of the principle 
of the freedom of the high "eas incurred by the procia
mation of large tracts ot oeean as It war zone, and by 
the sinking of neutral ships not carrying contraband. 
It is owing to various measures of this kind that Nor· 
wegian ships, as well as those of other neutral countl'jes . 
have been compelled, in order to procure for Norway 
her essential imports, to seek protection in the pa;;; t, as 
they will in t.he future, by allowing thems0lves to be 
convoyed by warships belonging to Germany's enermes. 

Similarly, on October 23, it was announced 

from Copenhagen that Captain Roald Around

sen, the famous Norwegian Arctic and An

arctic explorer, and discoverer of the Sout h 
Pole, had returned his German decorations to, 

the German Legation at Christiania, with the 

following letter :-

As a Norwegian sailor, I permit myself to return my 
German decorations, the Prussian Order ' of the Crown 
First Class, the Bavarian Ordt:.r of Luitpold, and the 
Emperor Wilhelm's gold m eda l for art and &cience, as 
a personal protest against the German murders of, 
p eaceful Norwegian sailors, the latest being in thr 
North S",a on Octo bel' 17, HlI 7. 
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Captain Otto Sverdrup, the Arctic explorer, 

followed Amundsen's lead in handing back his 

German decorations on October 25. In the 
course of his speech in Parliament on November 

1, Sir Eric Geddes entered at length into 

cert.ain professional aspects of the loss of the 

convoy. The ships were attack ed ab0v-t 
6 a.m., just as day was breaking, and the 

en emy's first shot wrecked the wireless room 

of the Strongbow and did other damage. In 
spite of the great gallantry with which she was 

fought, the Strongbow was sunk, and the two 

raiders then attacked the Mary Rose, which 

was blown up by a shot in her magazine. 

N ext the convoy was sunk. There w as a 
third armed British vessel, fitted with wireless, 

in company, but owin g to the fact that this 

ship had been detached to screen one of the 

m erchantmen which was stopped owing to the 

shifting of her cargo, no m essage reached the 

Admiral Commanding the Orkneys, the Com

mander-in-Chief of the Grand Fleet, or ' the , 

Admiralty, that the convoy had been attacked 

until the surviving ships arrived at Ler'wick. 

The Admiralty did not receive the information 

until 7 p.m. The First Lord, r eplying to the 

question of why the en emy raiders were not 

intercepted b efore they attack ed the convoy, 

r eminded the House that the area of the North 

Sea was 140,000 square nautical miles, tha t the 

coast from Cape Wrat.h to Dover subject to 

at tack by raiders was 566 nautical miles in 

length, and t.hat the area of vision for a light 

cruiser squadron, with its attendant destroyers 
at night, was well under five square miles. The 

Scandina vian con voy sy st em was started in 

April, 1917, and more than 4,500 vessels had 

been convoyed by the British Navy in that 

convoy alon~, non,e having been lost by surface 

attack until this raid of October 17. R eferring 

also to the ceaseless patrol of the North Sea 

from north to south and east to west, day and 

flight, the First Lord said that d'uring a r8cent 

month the . mileage steamed by His Maj esty's 

battleships, cruisers, and destroyers alone> 

amounted to 1,000,000 ship-miles in home 

waters, in addition to which there was the 

ceaseless patrol of the Naval auxiliary forces, 

amounting to well over 6,000,000 ship-n1.iles 

in home waters in the same month. 

In a few days after the loss of the Strongbow 

and Mary Rose, the Navy had given demonstra

tion of its alertness and enterprise by the 

destruction of several German vessels in the 

Kattegat. The British forces operating in this 

locality on November 2 destroyed a German 

auxiliary cruiser, armed with 6-in. guns, and 

also ten armed patrol craft. Sixty-four German 

prisoners were rescued, and there were no 

British losses. The German vessel was r eported 

to be the Maria Flensburg, and was probably 

a potential raider similar in type to the Mowe. 

In such an event, the action was very timely 

in nipping a commerce-destroying enterprise 

in the bud. The fight was also welcome as 

showing the extent to which the British patrols 

[RusseU. 

COMMODORE SIRREGINALD TYRWHITT,. 
K.C.B. 

In command of destroyer flotillas in the North Sea. 

and advanced scouts had been pushed wen 

into waters adjoining the enemy's bases of 

operations. 

There were, in fact, about the time Sir Eric 

Geddes was speaking of the incessant and 

arduous patrol work of the Navy, several 

incidents exemplifying the foree of his w·ords. 

In the first few days of November, in addition 

to the scrap in the Kattegat atready mentioned .. 
there were others in the southern area of the 

North Sea, and also well L.'1.to the Heligoland 

Bight. On November 12, as officially amlOunced 

two days later, some Gerrnap destroyers came' 

out from under t.he protection of theIr shore· 

batteries along the Flanders coast and fired a . 

few rounds at our patrol vessels, none of which 

was hit. The fire was promptly returned, and 
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the Germans immediately retired under the 

protection of their shore batteries, · and the 

patrol was resumed. The Admiralty made 

the following comlnent on this brief skirrnish : 

"Incidents of this nature occnr daily, and in 

no way interfere with the m.aintenance and 

efficiency of our patrol, and they are therefore 

not reported.' · About a fortnight earlier, 

on the a.fternoon of October 27, six British 

and French destroyers patrolling off the 

Belgia.n coast sighted and attacked three 

German destroyers and 17 aeroplanes . Two 

direct hits were obtained on the enemy's 

destroyers, which immediately retired under 

the protection of their land batteries. The 

aeropJane formation was bro~en up by the . 

antI-aircraft gunfire of our destroyers, each of 

the aeroplanes dropping three bombs in the 

vicinity of our vessels, which suffered no 

damage beyond two men being slightly wound

ed. These and other incidents all went to 

show that there was no more busy and alert. 

section of our naval forces in home waters than 

those from Dover and Dunkirk. 

It was from the Belgian coast that the 

Germans sent out to attack our patrol vessels 

on Novernber 3 an electrically-controlled high-

speed boat. The attack was d efeated and the 

boat destroyed. This was the fourth boat of 

its kind-regarded by the Admiralty, as freak 

vessels-to be destroyed. The first was re

ported to have come to grief by running into 

a pier on the German coast. Two others werp. 

destroyed in September, 1917, although the 

fact that they were electrically-operat ed craft 

was not disclosed. On November 12, the 

Admiralty issued the following partic"ulars of 

t.hese new boats :-

The electrically-controll e.d motor-boats .used on t.he 
Belgian coast are twin p etrol-engined vessels, partially 
closed in, ·. and t ravel at a high sp eed. Thf'Y carry a 
drum with between thirty and fif ty miles of insula ted 
;;ingle-eore cable . through which the boat is controlled 
e lectri.cally. The forf' p a rt carries a considerable ch arge 
of high explosive , proba bly from 300-500 lb. in weight . 
Atter the engine has been started t h e crew leave the 
boat. A seapla ne, protect ed by a strong fighting 
patrol, then accompanies the v essel at a rlistanre of 
t hree to five miles , and signal.3 to the sh ore operator the 
h elm to giVf~ t.he vessel. These signals need only be 
s tarboard, port, or steady. The boat is zigzagged while 
running; this may be either int entional or unintentional. 
On being steered into a ship the charge is exploded 
automatICally. The d evice is a very old one. A boat 
simila rl y controlled was used in H .M.S. Vernon (the 
torpedo experimental ship) a'3 far back as 188:). The 
only new features in the German boat!'l are petrol 
engines and W"jT. signa ls, n ei t her of whieh existed then. 

F"mther to the north, some fighting took 

A DESTROYER ROLLING IN A ROUGH SEA. 
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[From a German photog1'aph. 

A GERMAN SUBMARINE FIRING WHAT THE GERMAN 
TO BE A "WARNING SHOT." 

PHOTOGRAPHER CLAIMS 

pJace in the Heligoland Bight on November 17, 

when the British pat.rols chased some German 
light cruisers, destroyers, and patrol boats to 

within 30 miles of Heligoland, until the enemy 

got within t,he protection of their Battle Fleet 

and minefields. The Germans stated that "for 

t.he first time since the early months of the war 

strong English naval forces sought to penetrak 

into the German Bight on the morning of 

N oveInber 17. They were discovered b:-r 

German naval patrols as soon as they had 

reached the Riff -Terschelling line, and by 

counter-operations, which were begun un

mediately by our advanced post forces, were 

repulsed without difficulty and without loss to 

ourselves." It will be noticed that this account 

admits that the British took the initiative. A 

later British official report stated that :-
F rom thE' report of the vessel., en gaged in the action 

on Saturday, November 17, in the Heligoland BIght, it 
appears that shortly before 8 a.m. our forces sighted 
four light cruisers on a northerly course, accompanied 
by destroyers and minesweepers or patrol vessel s . The 
minesweepers or patrol vessels made off to the nortl}
cast, and on6 01 them was sunk by gtmfire from 
destroyers , a n11lnber of survivors being rescued , among 
whom were a n aval lieutenant and five naval rat,ings. 
The enemy light () l'11i8erS and destroyers turned off 
towards H eligo!and, and were pur~ued by our advanced 
10rce8 through the minefields. A nmning engagement 
took place under a h f'avy smoke screen until four 
enemy battleships and battle cruisers were sighted , 
Our advanced forces broke off' the engagement, and 
turned uack to meet their supports outside the mine
fieldi'>. Owing to the presence of minefields i t wa, ' 
necessary for our vessels to keep to the iine t.aken by 
the enemy's ship!':, and consequ ently this area was t.oo 
restrieteJ for the supporting ships to manceuvre in. 
The enemy did not follow our vessels out"ide the mme· 
ripld. . Our vessels r eport that during the action they 
scored a number of ~its on the enemy. One light 

cruiser was secn to he 1;.1l1 firE', a heavy explosion was seen 
on another, while a third was dropping behind, evidently 
damaged, at the time the action was broken off. The 
destruction of these ships was prevented b~ the presence 
of t.he enemy's large vessels and .by the proximity 
of H eligoland. The damage done to our vessels wafl 
slight, but some ·cas1.H1.!t ies were caused to officers and 
men in exposed positions. 

From the foregoing it will be obvious that. it 

was only because the Germans feared to come 

out with their larger ships that this encounter 

did not develop into a much bigger affair. In 

this respect, the incidents in the Bight and the 

Kattegat always had an importance, and 

differed from. those off the Belgian coast, 

which could never lead to anything more than 
patrol encounters, because there was no 

stronger enemy force behind them. All along 

the enemy coastline, however, there was in 

process of execut.ion that "offensive-defen

sive'; line of strategy spoken of by Sir John 

J ~lli(~oe, and once again the British seam.en 

were demonstrating t.he truth of the old maxin1. 
that the frontiers of England are the . coasts of 

the enemy. 

The affair in the Kattegat on November 2, to 

which reference has already been madE', 

hi'ought to light two German raiding captams 
of earlier days. The captain of t.he Maria 

Flensburg, the ~nmken auxiliary cruiser, was' 
Captain Lauterbach, whom the WeseT Z.e1:t~tng 

described as " one of the heroes of the Emden." 

He appears to have commanded one of the 

colliers att.ached to t.hat fp-mous raider, and 

when the Emden was lost he succeeded in 
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reac~g the Malay Arcillpelago. Capt"Llred by 

the British and jnterned at Singapore, he 

-escaped with nine companions, and returned. 

home via the Philippines, Japan , and America. 

The second officer of the Maria Flensburg was 

Lieutenant Christi!Olonsen, who was killed on the 

bridge during the Kattegat fight by a shell. 

Early in the war he ran the Brit,ish blockade 

.and reached the German African colonies with 

.a shipload of much-needed provisions and war 

TIlaterial. It was probable from · t he presence 

·of these two officers in the vessel destroyed on 

November 2 that she was attempting to reach 

-the open sea to begin a rai~ing career such as 

-the M6we had entered upon eleven months 

-earlier. This ship was first sighted in the North 

At.lantic on D ecember 4, 1916, and was re

ported to be "a German armed and disguised 

vessel of m ercantile type." Nothing was 

r evealed about her movements officially until 

.January 17, 1917, when she was announced to 

]lave capture cl t en Allied m erchant vessels in 

the space of one month. In . addition, the 

British steamer St. Theodore was captured 

.and a prize crew put on board, evidently to 

assist in raiding, and the steamer Y arrowdale 

was sent back to Germany with a number of 

-captive British crews and stores from the 

prizes. The Yarrowdale reached Swinemunde 

·on January 20, 1917, under the command of 

Lieutenant Badewitz, who was also in the 

'M6we on her first cruise, when he distinguished 

bimself by taking the captured British steamer 

Westburn into Teneriffe with captive crews, 

landing them, sjnking the steamer outside the 

harbour, getting himself interned in Spain, and 

·escaping back to Germany. 
On March 23, an official J?erlin telegram 

announced the return home of the ' M6we, 

under Commander Count Dohna - Schlodien, 

from her second cruise in the Atlantic, 

·during which she made prizes of 22 steamers 
and five sailing vessels, with a total of 

123,100 tons gro~s register. The M6we also 

took to Germany 93 prisoners, in addition 

-to the 469 conveyed in the Yarrowdale. The 

tonnage destroyed by the raider was about 

107,600, or nearly twice the amount sunk 

during her first cruise early in 1916. The 

'Vhite Star liner Georgic, of 10,077 tons, was 

her largest victim. 

Even more romantic in some respects was 

-the, -cruise of another German raider, the 

Seeadler (Captain Count von Luckner), which 

was found to be at work in the Atlantic towards 

the end of March, 1917. Tills vessel was re

ported to have been the captured American 

barque Pass of Balmaha, of 1,571 tons, be 

longing to the H :,rri s -IrbyCotton Company, of 

Bost.on, U.S.A., and captm'ed in 19]5 while on 

a voyage to Archangel with cotton. Having 

been fitted with oil engines, and armed, she 

left Germany on D ecember 22, 1916, 3S a 

raider, and from January 9 to March 11, 1917, 

. destroyed 11 Allied merchant sillps. Not until 

October, 1917, did the fate of the Seeadler 

become known. She had been heard of as a 

minelayer off t.he coast of Brazil. Later, at the 

end of March, the French barque Cambrenne 

arrived at Rio de Janeiro with over 200 sur

viyors of 11 sillps sunk by this raider off 

Trinidad. The Seeadler's practice was to show 

N ~rwegian colours until the victim had come 

within range of her guns , and then quickly to 

hoist the German ensign. During October a 

dispatch to the American Navy D epartment 

from Tutuila, Samoa, announced the fact 

that an open boat had al'l'ived there with the 

master of the American schooner R. C. Slade, 

who stated that the German raider Seeadler 

had run ashore, and wa.~ abandoned on Mopalia, 

Lord Howe I sla.nd, on August 2. She had been 

beached for cleaning, but a storm embedded 

her in the sand. '1;'he captain and some of the 

officers in a motor sloop and the _ remainder of 

the crew in the French schooner Lutece, put to 

sea on Augus t 21 and September 5, presumably 

to carry on raidi:q.g. Before stranding, the 

Seeadl er had s"LUlk the American schooners 

H. C. Slacie, A. B. Johnson, and Manila. She 

left 47 prisoners on the island. Later on, the 

boat containing · the captain of the raider was 

captured off the Fiji I !?lands. The fate of the 

Lutece was still in doubt at this time. 

Although dealing in the main with the work 

of the British Navy, this chapter would not be 

complete without some reference to the services 

of the Allied Fleets, more especially as the 

British seamen were so closely connected ' with 

the latter in many different spheres of opera

tions. Indeed, there were no ~aters except 

those of the Black Sea in which the British 

seamen were not represented dm'ing the fighting 

in 1917. Even into the Baltic, in spite of all 

that the Germans could do with their superiority 

of force and the use of obstructions, a British 

submarine penetrated, and on September 20, 

1917, was reported to have attacked German 

warships off the Island of Oesel. A British 



THE TIMES HISTORY OF THE WAR. 

submarine was also reported to have assist.ed 

the Russians in the fighting for the possession 

of t he Gulf of Riga. The events which led to 

the loss of those waters to the enemy will be 

chronicled elsewhere, but it is timely to note 

in passing that they arose directly out of the 

political conditions obtaining in Russia 011 

account m' the Revolution. The discipline of 

the Fleet b eing broken, and its personnel 

demoralised, the command of the Baltic, from 

having been in dispute since the beginning of 

bouching from the Great Belt-the only possible 

,passage-in a necessarily deep formation on a 

very narrow front, would have found the whole 

German Fleet deployed against them. More

over, the question of keeping open communica

tions to such a fleet when every supply ship 

would have had to travel within thirty miles of 

Kiel would have proved insuperable. 

In the Mediterranean, the British Navy had 

a rOlmd of duties to perform as arduous as it 

was varied. At the opening of the period 

A TRANSPORT STEAMING WITH BOATS SLUNG OUT READY FOR EMERGENCIES. 

the war, passed absolutely into German hands, 

and without adequate naval protection the 

islands fell. It had been suggested that when 

the German Fleet issued forth in the Baltic 
. convoying transports and the lilre, the British 

Fleet should have entered that sea and forced 

a fleet engagement, with the double object of 

destroying the enemy fleet and bringing aid 

and relief to the Russians. Sir' Eric Geddes, 

however, set forth the official view in his speech 

on November 1. The operation of passing 

through into the Baltic would have been a 

protracted one, as he showed, and apart from 

the question of the neutrality of the Danish 

islands, there were extensive minefields to be 
.cleared . The leading vessels of a fleet de-

under survey, the Allied Fleet was off the 

Pirreus, and carrying out a blockade of Old 

Greece to enforce the demands of the Entente. 

There was also considerable work in progress 

for the suppression of the submarines, the 

depredations of the latter being shown in thE:' 

destruction of the Arabia on November 6, 1916, 

the hospital ships Braemar Castle and Britannic 

on November 14 and 21, the transport Ivernia 

on January 1, 1917, the French battleship 

Gaulois on December 27, 1916, the British 

battleship Cornwallis on January 9, 1917, and 

thp. French battleship Dant6n on March 1~, 

1917. The British seamen also lent active 

support to the military undertakings at 

Salonika, in Egypt, and in Palestine, and the 
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ONE OF "IVERNIA'S" OVERLOADED BOATS SINKING. 

work of the nava l airmen was also distinguished. 

Particularly brilliant was a raid on Constanti

nople made 'by .the R.N.A.S. on the night of 

July 9, 1917, when the Tl..1l'Co-Gennan Fleet 

lying off the city LTl the Golden Horn was 

bombed. When the battle-cruiser Goeben, 

surrounded by warships, including submarines, 

had been located, the attack was made ,fr <?m a 

height of 800 ft·. Direct hits were obtained on 

the Goeben and the other enemy ships near her, 

big explosions being caused and Eieveral fires 

observed. The War Office was also attacked 

and a direct hit obtained. The enemy appeared 

to have b een completely surprised, as,until the 

bombs had been dropped, ' no. anti-aircraft 

batteries opened fire. The airmen returned 

safely without any casualties. 

Turning to the situation in the Adriatic, the 

part played by the British seamen in the 

operations in this theatre of the war was both 

dramatic and creditable. The most striking 

incident was perhaps the gallantry shown by 

the crews of the drifters on patrol in the Straits 

of Otrant,o when a descent was made upon 

them by an Austrian force of light cruisers and 

destroyers. This' occurred on the morning of 

May 15, 1917, and as a result of the raid 14 

British drifters were s'Lmk, from Which, accord-

ing to the Austrian commun1'que, 72 prisoners 

were taken. The British cruisers Dartmouth, 

Captain A. P. Adrli::- on, R.N., with the Italian 

rear-admiral on b oard, and Bristol, Captain 

G. J. Todd, R.K., immediately chased the enemy 

off, assisted by French a nd Italian destroyers . 

The chase was continued with the enemy under 

heavy and continuous fire till l'),ear Cattaro, 

when, some enemy battleships coming out in 

support of their cruisers, our vessels drew off. 

During her passage back, the Dartmouth was 

struck by a torpedo from an enemy submarine, 

but returned into port with three men killed 

and one officer and four men missing-believed 

dead-and seven wounded. The whole country 

was thrilled a few days after this affair to learn 

of the gallant conduct of the men in the 

trawlers and drifters, whose behaviour was 

worthy of the highest naval traditions. To 

one of the skippers the Victoria Cross "vas 

awarded-the first occasion on which the 

distinction had been gai~ed by a member of 

t,hat hardy and valuable section of the Royal 

Naval Reserve. The heroism of Skipper J osepll 

vVatt, R.N .R., comrnanding the drifter Gowan 

Lea, will b e fO'Lmd fully recorded eLsewhere in 

this History In addition to this officer, others 

whose conduct called for commendation or 
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reward were Sub-Lieutenant Barling, R.N .R., 

conunanding a group of drifters, who, when 

attacked by an enemy cruiser, bravely replied 

to the shots of his formidable assailant with his 

one light gun, and wa.s kill ed at his post. A 

brother officer, SkipFer D. J . Nicholls, R.N.R., 

took command on the death of Sub-Lieutenant 

Barling, and continued the st.ruggle with his 

one light gLID. After being three times wounded 

and with foLU' killed and three wounded out of 

a crew of 10, h e succeeded by hjs energy in 

saving his ship, which was seriously damaged. 

Mention must also be made of the devotion to 

duty shown by the wireless operator of the 

drifter Floandi, Douglas M. Harris, A .B, 

R. J.V.R .. who was fOlmd dead in his chair at 

the conclusion of the action, collapsed over the 

wireless log in which he was writing at the 

moment of his death. 

It was satisfactory that the Bristol and 

Dartmouth were able to in:fljct a certain amount 

of p"Lmishment. upon the Austrian raiders before 

the latter gained the shelter of their fortified 

base. Captain Todd, of the Bristol, was 

awarded the D.S.O. for his services during the 

action, while Captain Addison received the 

C.M.G. for his conduct, and especially for his 

excellent judgment and work in bringing his 

. ship safely into port, when she lud b een 

torpedoed by an enemy submarine ou h 2I' 

.pa:c;sage back, after the cruiser action was over. 

Very effective also was the help rendered to 

the ItaliR.n forces by the British monitors sent 

to operate in the Adrit'.tic. It 'was revealed 

in May that these monitors, operating from 

the Gulf of Trieste, were bombarding the 

Austrian positions 8Jl1.d lines of com.munica.tion, 

and enfiJading the HermR.ia ridge . They came 

jnto action a t daybreak on May 24, 1917, and 

bombarded with msible effect t.he railway near 

N abresina, the fortifications at Presecco, a 

village with a high belfry which formed a 

conspicuous landmark, and Opcina Railway 

junction. Profitin g by the fact that the 

Austrians emdently did not expect to be 

attacked from the sea, the r ange of their eOfJst 
batteries not being long, the monitors ap 

proached near enough to the coast to be able 

to bombard the south-western slopes of Mount 

Hermada. 

Three m.onths iater, on August 19, 1917, 

the monitors were r eported to be again effec

tively co-opera.t ing with the Italian Royal Navy 

in bombarding the enemy communications and 

positions on the L ower Isonzo. Similarly, in 

the retreatin g movement of the Italian t r oops 

' SOM E Of ,. IV E RN IA'S " CR EW ON A RAFT. 
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NAVAL AIR PHOTOGRAPH OF ZEEBRUGGE AFTER NAVAL BOMBARDMENT. 
A, E, caissons of lock; Bt spare caisson; Dt Et bridge; F, storehouse damaged . 

Shell holes can be seen all about the locks. 

which began towards the end of October, 1917, 

the monitors were able to delay the Austrian 

advance by shelling from the sea off the mouth 

of the Piave. 

Although at times, as has been indicated, 

questions of Admiralty m ethods or of Govern

ment policy were subjected to criticism, there 

was a general appreciation all the world over 

of the vital part which the British Navy con

tinued to play in the conduct of the war on the 

side of the Allies . The burden upon the 

British seamen was increased rather than 

decreased by the events of the year under 

review. Sir Eric Geddes, in his important 

Rpeech on November 1, 1917, sajd :-
There are great and eve r-g rea ter cpJls upon the 

shipping of the world. The huge army that our ally . 
"he United Statef' , is preparing has t.o b e tran sported 
and maintained. Our French, Itali an , Russian Hnd 

. other Allies require sea-borne h elp, and tha t h elp can 
only be given to the full extent which this country 
would wish if the nation is prepared strictly and 
rigorous ly to curtail i t s n eeds , to d ev elop home resources 
and to conserve its present and potentia l m a ritime 
stren gth. 


