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THE NAVIES' SHARE IN THE ENEMIES' COLLAPSE-INTERNMENT OF THE HOSTILE FLEETS

HISTORIC SURRENDER OF THE GERMAN NAVY IN THE NORTH SEA, NOVEMBER 21, 1918-SCUTTLING 

OF THE GERMAN SHIPS AT SCAPA-KING GEORGE'S TRIBUTE TO HIS FLEET. 

I
N this concluding chapter of the Naval 

Operatior.s of the vVar, it seems desirable 

to summarize the information given in 

earlier chapters devoted to events at sea. 

The ·first three months of naval war were dealt 

with in Chapter XXX. (Vol. II.), and the suc

ceeding chapter was concerned with the Navy's 

work in the outer seas. In the same volume, 

Chapter XLIII. was devoted to the raids on the 

East Coast by German battle-cruisers, when Yar

mouth, Hartlepool, Whitby and Scarborough 

were bombarded, in November and December, 

1914. The second three months of naval war, 

from the rettU'n of Lord Fisher to office to the 

Battle of the Dogger Bank, formed the subject 

of Chapter LIII. (Vol. III.) : This narrative 

of the main Fleet operations was continued 

in Chapter CX!. (Vol. VII.), dealing with the 

Navy's work in 1915; in Ohapter CLIII. 

(Vol. X.), dealing with 1916; in Chapter 

CCXII. (Vol. XIV.), dealing with 1917; and 

in Chapter CC LXXI. (Vol. XVIII.), dealing 

with 1918. 

The work of the Fleet in connection with 

the Dardanelles expedition is, of course, 

described in the articles devoted to that sub

ject. Chapters XCII. and XCIV., in Volume 

V., contain the early naval attacks and the 

landing respectively; Chapter XCVIII., in the 

next volmne, events to the end of June, in

cluding the advent of the enemy submarines; 
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Chapter CXII . (Vol. VII.), continues the 

narrative down to Hie Suvla Bay landing; 

and the next chapter in the same vohune 

deals with the evacuation. Similarly, the work 

'of the Navy in connexion with other operations 

of an amphibious character will be found 

recorded in the articles dealing with events 

in the theatre of war concerned. As regards 

Mes -potamia, the operations in the Persian 

Gulf up to the fall of Kurna are dealt with in 

Chapter LI!. (Vol. III.), entitled" The Invasion 

of Chaldea." In Chapter CLVIII. (Vol. X), 

"The Advance Towards Baghdad," the 

narrative was continued to the end of 1915, 

when the forces under General Townshend had 

retired to Kut, the siege and fall of which place 

is described in Chapter CXC!. (Vol. XII.) The 

Navy's part in the captlU'e of Baghdad in 

March, 1917, and the work of the Tigris flotilla 

under Captain vVilfrid Nunn, are. cov6roo in 

Chapter CCI. (Vol. XII!.). The capture of 

Kiaochau will be found recorded in Vol. II., 

Chapter XLIV.; the naval operations in the ' 

Red Sea down to the end of 1914 in Vol. Ill., 

Chapter LVIII. ; and t.he naval work on the 

Syrian coast in the spring of 1915 in Vol. IV., 

Chapter LL",{IIT. Later operations undertaken 

by the Navy in support of, or in conjunction 

with, milit.ary expeditions are dealt . with in 

the chapters concerned with the latter. 

Turning to purely navai operations, the 
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Battle of Jutland forms the subject of Chapter 

CXL., in Vol. IX. As regards the subm.arine 

war on merchantmen, a comparison of. our qwn 

and enemy methods will be found in Chapter 

CXCV. (Vo1. XIII. ), entitled "The Blockades, 

191 5-17," and a mOl'e comprehensive review 

is given in Chapter CCLVII. (Vol. XVI!.), on 

" .The Anti-Submarine War, 191 5- 1918." An 

important phase of the subject, however, js 

trea.ted separately in "Naval Transport. and 

Convoy," Chapter CCXXXIX. (Vol. XVI.), and 

closely related with these articles are the 

two · on "The Shipping Problem" in Vols. 

XI. and XV. Special cha,pters on the organi-

. zation or material of the Navy include one on 

the development of the submarine, Chapter 

LXVII. (Vol. IV.); on the evolution of naval 

engineering, Chapter CLXXXVI. (Vol. XII.) ; 

and on the Medical Service of the Royal Navy, 

Chapter CXLIV. (Vol. IX.). There are also 

chapters devoted to the Mercantile Marine in 

Vols. VII. and XI. ; and the work of fishermen 

in the war in the same volumes. Finally, 

i t may be mentioned that, in addition to 

ma:1Y references in the course of the various 

narratives, the work of the Allied navies has 

the following chapters devoted exclusively 

to it :-The French Navy, Chapter CLXXXII. 

(Vol. XII.); the Russian Navy, Chapter 

CCXLIII. (Vol. XVI.) ; and the Italian Navy, 

Chapter CLXXXIX. (Vol. XII.). On the other 

hand, the work of the United States Navy 

will be found recorded in various chapters 

elevoted to America, in particular " America's 

First Year at vVar," Chapter CCXLIV. (Vol. 

XVI.). In the last chapter of Vol. XVIII., 

on "The Allies in the Mediterran ean, " there 

is also much information concerning the 

American, Fronch, Italian, and J apanese naval 

forces in those waters. This present chapter 

contains a survey of the various phases of the 

sea war, supplemented by information which 

has b een revealed since the armistice; with 

the ilnpor.tant events concerned with the 

virtual disappearance of the German Navy. 

Although th} Germans were surprised by 

Great Britain deciding to come into the war, 

it was soon evident that they had made every 

preparation for a struggle at sea with this 

country. Th~ir naval chiefs, however, were not 

so ready as the military commanders for a 

great war, and it has been stated that Grand 

Admiral von Tirpitz pressed for a postpone

ment. The main reason 'why this was not 

granted was the belief, in fact the conviction, 

that Great Britain could b e induced to remain 

neutral. \Vhat such a condition of things would 

have meant is clear. Gerrnany, supreme on land 

at the beginning, would have been supreme at 

sea also, and must certainly have been vic· 

torious, whereas the power of the British Navy, 

exerted against h6r, proved, in the words of 

Viscount Grey on May 2,19-19, to have been 1.he 

foundation of all success in the war. On the 

occasion of the British nava.l visit to France in 

April, 19H), it was pointed out by the Paris 

Figaro that the situation between July 28 and 

August 4, 1914, was especially . complicaterl 

because there existed no treaty signed pre

viously between France and Great Britain 

nniting the two nations in every eventuality 

which might arise. The French Ministry of 

Marine, seeing itself on Aug:ust 2, 1914, forced 

to depend on its own resources against the 

Gennan High. Sea,:; F leet, at a tinlO when the 

French main fleet was in the Mediterranean, 

sent Admiral Rouyer, at CheI:bourg, who had 

only a weak squadron of six batt.leships and 

cruisers, the following memorable order: 

" H ead immediately for the Straits of Dover. 

Defend the Channel ~y force of arms agai nst 

. the Germ.an Fleet. " The French ships accor

dingly made this " advance to the sacrifice," as 

it was t ermed, but before the extreme momeu t 

arrived Great Britain had come into the 

conflict. 

Evidence of the readiness of Germany for 

such a n eventuality was forthcoming in the way 

her n:ml'cantile fleet at once fled for safety into 

neutral ports, in accordance with previous 

instructions, in the attempted cruise of the 

minelayer [{onigin Luise to the Tha.mes estuary 

a few hours after the declaration of h ostilities , 

and in the pre-~rranged plans carried O"ut by 

the German squadrons abroad. The last-named 

might have been more successful but for the 

fact, now revealed, that the colliers and store

ships for von Sr;ee's fleet were locked up in 

Manila by the prompt action of the Hong-Kong 

authorities . . Such n1:0VJm ents of a naval char

acter as were made by the Germans indicated 

what might have oecllned on a larger scale had 

they not been robbed of the initiative in the 

North Sea by the dispatch of the Grand Fleet to 

its war bases in the north before hostilities began. 

It was a matter of surprise tha.t they did not 

attempt to reduce the preponderance of the 

Grand Fleet by raids in the ea.rly days, when 

there Vi,as not a single hase on the east coast 
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THE NAVY'S TIRELESS WATCH ON THE NORTH SEA. 
Deck of a British Man-of-War in winter. 

defended properly against torpedo attack; 

but the reason given by the enemy why they 

failed to take advantage of this state of things 

was that they did not believe it could bo 
possible. They have also endeavoured to 
.)xplain the omission by stating that their 

destroyers and submarines were unfitted. for 

the length of the passage to Scapa, but this is 

rather an attempt to excuse a want of enterprise 

than to furnieh an adequate or convincing 

explanation. Lord J ellicoE' has stated in his 

book, The Grand Fleet, that he has often 

wondered why the Germans did not ma'ke 

greater efforts in this direction in those early 

days. They possessed, in comparison with the 

uses for which they were required, almost a 

superfluity of destroyers, certainly a superfluity 

as compared with ourselves, says the late 

Commander-in-Chjef, " and they could not have 

put them to a better use than in an attack on 
261-2 
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Scapa Flow during the early months of the 
1914-15 winter." After April, 1915, however, 

the situation got steadily worse for the enemy. 

It was quite well reali Led in England that 

everything depended upon the maintenance 

of the strength and efficiency of the Fleet in 

the North Sea, and this was the governing 

principle of the Allied naval strategy throughout 

the war. It is frequently forgotten that tactics 

are governed by strate~y, and t.hat happenings 

.at sea should be read in light of this fundamental 

principle. 
;:, The history of the first phase of the war, as 

regards the main theatre of naval operations, 

as a base. To his surprise, he fOlmd there a 

powerful squadron, including two of the 

Invincibles, under Sir Doveton Sturdee, who 

on D ecember 8 fought a decisive action with 

the German squadron, which was annihilated 

except for t.he Dresden. This ship was able t.o 

escape, only to be ,sunk at Juan FernandeL; 

three rflOn!..hs later. This victory off the Fa,lk

lands destroyed the backbone of conuneree

raiding by enemy cruisers. A large number of 

Allied ships formerly occupied in sweeping the 

Atlantic and Pacific for von Spee were now 

available to hunt down the remaining raiders. 
·With the arrival at Newport N ews, U.S.A., of 

THE SURRENDER OF SAMOA TO THE NEW ZEALAND EXPEDITIONARY FORCE. 
Hoisting Uie Union Jack at Apia, August 29, 1914. 

was thus remarkable not so much for what 

occurred as for what did not occur, and atten

tion was diverted to the outer seas, in which 

a nmnber of German cruisers were at large. 
The chief of t.hese vessels were in the Asiatic 

Squadron under Admiral Graf van Spee, which 

escaped from Tsingtau and k ept rendezvous 

at the Marshall Islands on August 19. After 

crossing to the South-American side of the 

Pacific, where Rear-Admiral Sir Christopher 

Cradock on November 1 sacrificed his own 

ship, the Good Hope, and the Monmouth, in a 

gallant attempt to delay the enemy until 

reinforcements from home could arrive, von 

Spee rOlmded Cape Horn with the intention of 

seizing Port Stanley, in the Falkland Islands, 

the Prinz Eitel Friedrich on April 11, 1915, all 

the German vessels formerly at large on the 

trade routes were accounted for. With their 

removal, the aspect of t.hD sea war changed. 

As Lord Sydenham expressed it in an article 

in The T~'me8 on April 3, 1915, "The effects of 

the first six months of the war have been 

strikingly shown in February and March. 

Blind fury has replaced calculated naval and 

military policy." With the failure of the 

original German schemes for attacking com

merce' and the destruction or internment of 
the vessels used in them, the war of attrition 

was pursued by means of submarines with an 

energy and virulence quite unexpected and 

unprecedented. As regards the. war on the 
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m ercantile marine, the course of this n eed not 

b t- followed in the presen t chapter, as i t is dealt 

with elsewhere. But the determination to 

whittle down the strength of the, fighting fleets 

ADMIRAL MEURER, 
Who arranged th.e surrender of the German Fleet. 

at every available opportunity was equally 

marked. 

Another important phase of the Navy's 

operations in the first part of the war was the 

conquest of the German oversea possessions. 

Although mllitary force was necessarily em~ 
ployed to seize and occul>Y these territories, 

they could never have been taken without the 

guarantee of open communications by s!3a, to 

convey the expeditions, to protect them from 

molestation, to safeguard their reinforcernents 

and supplies, and to deny such provision to the 

enemy forces oppos8d to them. The first of 

the German pos3essions to fall 'Was Samoa, 

which was occupied by an expedition from New 

Zealand, escorted by "lmits of the Royal Austra

lian Navy, on August 29, 1914. German New 

Guinea was occupied by Australian forces in 

the following month, tho Union Jack being 

hoisted at Herbert shoh(-.: on September 11 and 

at Rabaul on the 15th. It was dnring a 

coastal patrol of New Britain, as it was re 

named, that the Australian submarine AEl 

was lost in this month, and the hidden German 

d ispa,tch boat Komet was captured and addcld 

to the Royal Australian Navy as the Una. The 

occupation of the enemy t jrritories in the 

Pacific had an important influence on the 

campaign against the commerce! raiders by 

reason of the destruction of the wireless stations 

which had formerly kept them supplied with 
information With the destruction of the 

station at Nauroh. on September 22, the last' 

installation of the kind in the Pacific was put 

out of action. Mention should be made of 

J apanese cooperation in the conquf}st of these 

possessions, particularly of the Marianne, 

Caroline, and Marshall islands . With the 

adhesion of Japan to the Allied cause, not 

. only was there an addition of 18 battleships 

and battle-cruisers, -34 ;cruisers and light 

crLusers, and efficient torpedo flotillas to the 

naval strength arrayed against Germany, but 

the capture of the en emy's fortified base in the 

Far East at Tsingtau, in the province of Kiao

chau, quickly followed. Operations werE begun 

against this stronghold by land and sea, and 

it surrendered on November 7, 1914. 

Of the German territories in Africa, Togoland. 

was the first to fall, its port of Lome behlg 

seized as early as August 7, 1914, and with it 

one of the largest of the world's wireless 

stations, the Telefunken Company having 

established here an installation capable of 

conununicating with Nauen, near Berlin, a 

distance of over ~,ooo miles. The campaign 

against the Cameroons came to a successful 

termination on February 18, 1916, with the 

capitulation of the German garrison at Mora, 

in the north of the colony. The much larger 

territory known as German South-West Africa, 

although containing a flmaller population than 

the Cameroons, was taken as the result of a 

ADMIRAL VON REUTER, 
Who ordered the scuttling of the German ships. 

brilliant campaign planned and executed by 

General Botha and General Sm"llts, with South 

African forces. Windhuk, the capital, with its 

wireless station, was occupied on May I!, 
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1915; and the German forces surrendered 

unconditionally at Tsumeb on July 8, 1915. 

Finally, General Smuts and his colleague .> 

turned their energies towards German Eas ~ 

Africa. The official capital, Dar-es-Salaam, 

surre.p.dered on September 4, following opera

tions from the sea in conjunction with tho land 

advance; but it was not until December I, 

1917, that the whole territory of German East 

Africa was reported completely clear of the 

enemy. When this consummation ocow'red, 

the whole of the German colonial empire, with 

a territory of 1,006,412 square miles, and a 

population of 12,192,600, passed into the control 

of the Allies., It was unquestionably the gift 

of the sea power wielded with such striking 

suoce3S by the Navies of the Allies. 

At the same time that the work of our sea 

men made possible the taking of these German 

colonies, it also permitted of the transIer of 

large bodies of troops to and from our own 
Dominions and dependencies, and to the main 

theatre of military operations in France. In 

the first six months of war, according to 1\1:1'. 

Churchill, then First Lord of the Admiralty, thl'l 

Transport Department moved by sea, to and 

from the Continent, India and Egypt, Australia 

and New Zealand, Canada, China, and Sout? 
Africa-in fact, from every fortress and posses 

sion under the Crown-a million of men, .with

out any accident or loss of life. Tho smooth

ness with which this work proceeded gave no 

idea of the risks accepted. At the very moment, 

for example, when the notorious raider Emden 

was attacking the wireless station at Cocos 

I sland, and the Sydney was directed to inter

cept her, tho latter ship was engaged with the 

Melbourne in escorting a large con.voy of 

Austmlian troops. It is mmecessary to do 

more th1tn mention the subject here, because 

its significance has been pointeel out in Fin 

earlier chapter, * yet it must not be overlookerl 

in viewing the work of the Fleet . in its right 

p~rspecti ve. 

Fullowing the destruction of the commerce 

raiders, by which the Admiralty were able to 

announce that the enemy's flag had been swept 

from the oceans, a~ld the successful inaugura

tion of the campaigns against his oversea 
possessions, tJle Navy was called upon to take 

the offensive against Tw'key by an endeavom' 

to force the passage of the Dardanelles. As a 

* Naval Trans port and COHVOY, Chapter CCXXXIX., 
V(l)!. XVI. 

purely naval undertaking, this was opposed to 

all previous experience, and violated the prin

ciples of naval strategy. Ships were not built 

primarily to fight land forts, and needed the 

cooperation of military force if they were to 

tackle them "~ith fair prospect of success. 

Howover, it was cloor from later information 

that such were the conditions in the forts at 

the Dardanelles with regard to supplies of 

ammunition, and tht:) circumstances at Con

stantinople and in Turkey generally, that had 

the naval bombardment been pressed another 

day, in spite of the losses sustained from gun

fire and mines, it was within the bounds of 

possibility that it would have succeeded. The 

prize was such as to be well worth trying for. 

Tul'key had been induced to come into the 

war largely by the unexpected arrival at Con

stant:inople of the Goeben and Breslau, which 

escaped from Messina. If she could have been 

forced out of the war in 1915, as she eventually 

was in 1918, it would ha.ve been a great gain 
to th~ world, for the whole course of ' the 

struggle would have been altered in our favour. 

Communication would have been established 

with · Russia, who sorely needed munitions to 

withstand the German hordes; and we in turn 

could have received supplies of oorn and oil 

from the Black Sea ports. 

Mtantim.e, a decision had been reached by the 

German High Command to employ submarines 

for the destruction of merchant shipping .. This 

was, from the enemy's point of view, the 

nat .. mal sequel to the failure of the attack on 

COIIlInerce by cruisers, and was an attempt to 

r egain the initiative afloat which was lost when 

the British Fleet appeared at its war stations 

in the North Sea. As the course of the U-b0>a t 
war has been dealt with in other chapters, it 

will suffice to mention here that the original 

campaign, launched on February 18, 1915, 

a.ttained but a small proportion of .success,. 

thanks to the energetic measures of repressi0n 

which, even with the limited and imperfect 

material then available, were instituted by thp 

Board under Mr. Churchill and Lord Fishm 

On. August 26,1915, or after six months, Lord 

Selborne, then a m ember of the Cabinet, was 

able to declare that the menace was "well in 

hand." Up to that time, indeed, 122 British 

merchant vessels had been sunk by submarines,. 

as compared with the 2,475 ships which were 

destroyed by enemy action during the whole 

war. But the Germans, having demonstrated 

the possibihties of this method of attack, set 
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to w-ork to develop it with a ruthlessness which 

brought them into conflict with several neutrals, 

some of whom, headed by the United States, 

entered the war against them. The mistake of 

1915, so far as the Allies were concerned, was 

in failing to prepare their counter-measures on 

a sufficiently adequate scale. Much valua1?le 

time was therefore lost, and the U-boats con

tinued their activity right up to the signing of 

the armistice. As Sir Eric Geddes stated during 

his visit to America in October, 1918, a great 

I renewed submarine effort on the part of Germany 

was even then impending. 

places in the North Sea, which stood to prevent 
the attainment of Germany's ambitions. It 

was a case of history repeating itself once more. 

Napoleon's Grand Army, so long destined for 

the conquest of England, was frustrated by 

" those far-distant, storm-beaten ships" which 

it never saw, and as the Emperor himself said 

to Oaptain Maitland in the Bellerophon : "Had 

it not been for you English I should have been 

Emperor of the E a.9t; but wherever there is 

water to float a ship we are sure to find you 
in the way." 

The climax of German efforts in thi::; direction 

_"""--'0 ....:_. _ .• _ ••• __ ••••••• _ •• _ ........ .<.._ 
•••••• ~ ••••••• '"""":!: ••••• ~--.--•• --~. =.-

THE GOEBEN (REGHRISTENED SULTAN SELlM) LYING IN STENIA BAY 
IN THE BOSPHORUS. 

In the second year of the war the centres 

of· naval interest passed from the outer oceans 

to the N orth S~-;a once more. Germany had lost 

all the naval forces she had abroad when war 

b ;gan, her oversea trade was gone, and her 

colonies also. The submarine war had given 

but a doubtfuJ hope of " starving England into 

submission." It must, then, have become clearer 
than ever to the German High Oommand that 

th8ir only real hope of success lay in being able 

to undermine or destroy the British Grand 

Fleet. By this time the combatants on both 

sides had placed armies in the field numbering 

several millions, but it was the comparatively 

small handful of seamen in the Fleet at Scapa 

Flow, and in the patrol flotillas at various other 

was the Battle of Jutland. Before dealing with 

this action on May 31, 1916, in his book, The 

Grand Fleet, Lord J ellicoe has a chapter 

entitled, "Attempts to Entice the Enemy." 

HiB Fleet continued to dominato the North Sea, 

paying its price-though not, so heavy as might 

have been expected-for the influence it 

exerted, in the face of activities pursued by 

enemy submarines and mine-laying craft, upon 

an the operations to which this country had by 

then been committed. An instance of the 

dangers of mines was afforded by the loss of the 

battleship King Ec1ward VI!., on ·.January 6, 

1916. To the meagre details which it was 

possible to give in Vol. X., page 47, it may be 

added that the mine which struck the vessel 
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under her starboard engine-room was laid by 

the German raider Mowe, during the very bad 

wflather at that time. which made both sweeping 

and patrol work impracticable. Disguised as a 

neutral merchant ship, it was probable that 

the Mowe passed up the Norwegian coast and 

rOlmd the north of the Shetland Islands. She 

hid an extensive and very scattered minefield 

between Cape Wrath and a position about. 

north from Strathie Point, · on the Scottish 

coast, her work being facilitat.ed by the nece8sity 

of the lights on Cape Wrath and Sule Skeny 

Island being exhibited for the assistance of t.he 

large mercantile traffic using the Pentland 

Firth and the Minchfls. About five hours after 

the King Edward VII. was struck, the vessel 

then having a heavy list., Captain Maclachlar~ 

decided to abandon her for the r ight, ana foul' 

dt3stroyers with difficulty took off a ll on boara. 

Four hours later she turned over and sank. 

Lord Jellicoe records the fact that the battle

ship Africa, of the same sq uadron, passed safely 

through the mined area a few hours before the . 

King Edward VII. was mined-a very fortunate 
escape! 

A few weeks later, anothu incident in the 

N Ol'th Sea illustrated the difficulties experienced 

by the British patrols even when they were' 

able to get into touch with such vessels as the 

lVIowe. In Vol. X. (page (4) it was recorded 

that the German raider Greif was overhauled 

C ll February 29, 1916, by t.he auxiliary cruiseI~ 

Alcantara, Capt.ain T. E. ' iVardle, and disabled,. 

her destruction being hast.ened by another 

auxilial~y cruiser, the Andes, Captain G. B~ 

Young. The Alcantara was herself sunk in the-

. action by a t.orpedo, and in his book Lord 

J ellicoe shows how such a raider as the Greif, 

. disguised as a neutral, and armed with torpedo 

tubes, was a most difficult customer to deal 

with. It appears that the Alcantara ordered 

the German ship to stop at 9.15 a.m., when 

about 6,000 yards distant. The stranger com

plied and inforIned the British vessel that she 

was the Norwegian steamship Rena, from Rio 

to Trondhjem. She was flying the Norwegian 

flag, which was also painted on her sides. When 

c;l,bout 2,500 yards away, the Alcantara, at 

9.40 a.m., began to hoist out a boat for the 

purpose of boarding. It was then that the 

German ship opened a heavy fire from her 

hitherto concealed armament, and at the close 

As originally fitted for torpedo-tlm. 
H.M. BATTLESHIP AGAMEMNON. 

On which the conference with the Turkish delegates took place (see p. H). 
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THE GERMAN RAIDER MOWE UNDER SURVEILLANCE BY BRITISH WARSHIPS 
AT KIEL DURING THE ARMISTICE. 

range hitting commenced immediately. Although 

her communications were cut at the start, and 

Captain Wardle thus , experIenced great diffi

culty in passing orders to the guns, the Alcan

tara soon returned the enemy's fire, but twenty 

minutes after the action began the British . 
vessel was hit by torpedo betw8en the boileI'

rooms. In another twenty minutes, boats were 

obRerved to be l€:laving the German ship, and the 

Alcantara ceased firing. Listing heavily, she 

was abandoned shortly afterwards, and sank 

at 11.2 a.m., by which time the Andes, which 

was the first to sight the enemy and to signal 

her course and speed, had arrived on the sceno. 

The Alcantara's crew wore picked up by the 

destroyer Munster, and the light cruiser Comus, 

Captain A. G. Hotham, which had also arrived, 

finished off the Greif and picked up the sur

vivors in her boats. As a result of this encounter, 

Lord J ellicoe said that every ship had perforce 

to be treated as "suspect," and neutrals wero 

informed t.hat, when any of our, patrol vessels 

displayed a certain signal, the ship to be boarded 

should steam toward~ the boarding boat, which 

~-as lowered some distance away. It was not 

possible to examine a vessel without boarding 

her, and the expericlnce of the Alcantara showed 

the danger of closing the ship to be boarded. 

But in order to carry the new arrang~ment into 

effect, the cooperation of neutrals was essential, 

and this, said Lord Jellicoe, was not -always 

given. As the Commander-in-Chief declared: 

"Modern blockade work l.illdoubtedly bristles 

with difficulties which did not exist in the days 

of om' forefathers, not the least being the advent 

of the torpedo and the su:hmarine." 

This was painfully shown a year later, when 

an armed party from the boarding steamer 

Dundee, sent -to examine a ship which eventually 

proved to be the German disguised raider 

Leopard, was lost on that ship being sunk by 

the cruiser Achilles, which was working in 

conjunction with the Dundee. 

In spite of such great difficulties, however, 

the British seamen maintained their blockade 

with increasing effectiveness. The incident of 

the Greif must have demonstrated to the 

Germans tha.t the odds against such attempts 
to place raiders on the trade routes were too 

heavy to admit of any influence on the com'se 
of the war being exerted thereby. Three 

months later, a more desperate attempt 'to 

break down the sure shield of the Grand Fleet, 

at Jutland, was no more successful, and 

information from German sources after the 

armistice showed how narrowly tht High Seas 

FleE-t escaped a crushing disaster that day, 

from whence dated a very real decline in the 
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A MONITOR TAKING IN SUPPLIES AND AMMUNITION. 

moral of the German seamen. As Sir George 

Aston said in a lecture on the third anniversary 

of the Battle on May 31, 1919, at the Uni

versity of London, while the enemy caused 

serious loss of material and casualties he 

failed cons]Jicuously in bringing about any loss 

of moral, and his own moral suffered to such 

an extent that the crews mutinied when next 

ordered to sea under conditions that might 
have led to another battle. The losses in ships 

suffered by the German Fleet at Jutland were 

light, chiefly owing to the proximity of its 

ports, and gave no real indication of the 

severity of its defeat. Much higher relatively 
were the casualties in personnel, which un

doubtedly undermined th~ fighting spirit of 

the men. After this the enemy hopes at sea 

were again centred on the submarines, and 

eight months later there was launched what 

they called the unrestricted U -boat war. 

The situation afloat after two years of war 

fnund the Allied navies supreme on every sea, 

and the only menace to the safety of the ocean 

communications came from the submarine. 

Even in the Baltic, the Russian Navy, ably 

I('cl by Admirals von Essen and Kanin, had 

asserted its superiority. Naturally, officers 

and men in the battle flef;ts, having obtained 

this virtua,l control, chafed somewhat at the 

conditions which denied them the inspiration 

and excitement of action while the submarines 

played havoc with merchant shipping. One 

suggestion for the more active intervention of 

the naval power of the Allies-a revival of 

Lord Fisher's earlier plan-was to dispatch an 

expedition to the Baltic, to effect a landing -on 

the shores of Mecklenburg or Pomerania, or 

even further east, as a threat to Berlin and to 

cooperate with the Russians on the eastern 

front. To a party of Russian journalists who 

visited the Grand Fleet in February, 1916, 

Lord J ellicoe had said: "N othing could give 

us greater pleasure than to be able to fight 

side by side with the Russian sailors against 

our common foe. It would be difficult for us 

to go to the Baltic, but I will not say impossible. 

I hope the day may come when our ships will 

engage t,he enemy together." In his book, 

Lord J ellicoe shows that the subject of opera

tions in the Baltic was first seriously discussed 

when Mr. Churchill, then First Lord, with 

Sir Doveton Sturdee, Chief of the War Staff, 

and other senior officers conferred with him at 

Loch Ewe in September, 1914, but at that time, 

" as no large operations of this nature could be 

attempted without the assistance of Allied 

battleships, in order to maintain supremacy 

in the North Sea during such operations, no 

steps were taken." It will be seen from this 

how m_uch was lost to the cause of t,he A1 \ies 

afloat when Russia seceded after the revolut,ion 

of Ma.rch, 1917, because by that time the 

change in the situation in the outer seas, the 

construction of the monitor fleet and other 

new types, and more particularly the entranc{} 

of the United States Navy into the conflict. 
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had provided a surplus such as would have 

enabled a large force to penetrate into the 

Baltic with favourable chances of success had 

the Russians been ready to cooperate with it. 

The conditio'ns which prevented this are set 

forth in the chapter on the Russian Navy in 

Vol. XVI. 
In other theatres of the sea war the Allies 

improved their watch and guard over the enemy. 

Light was shed upon the magnitude of the 

commitments of the British Navy in the 

Adriatic in a lecture given in London on 

March 28, 1919, by Captain di Villarey, 

commanding the Italian cruiser Libia. He 

showed how considerable was the effort of 

the British in the , Otranto barrage, in which 

at one time there were the following ships 

flying the white ensign: 

5 light cruisers. 
6 sloops. 

10 submarines. 
83 drifters . 

5 depot-ships_ 
4 torpedo-boats. 

2 monitors. 
35 destroyers . 
52 trawlers. 

2 repair ships. 
40 motor launches. 

Captain di Villarey testified to the splendid 

courage of the British fishermen, scores of 

whom, he said, were now sleeping their last 

rest beneath the blue waters of the Adriatic; 

and to the daring exploits of the British 

submarine and seaplane squadrons. He also 

acknowledged Italy's indebtedness to the 

British armoured trains, which, after doing 

much good service ill Flanders, were trans

ferred to the Italian coast, where they com

manded a zone varying from 14 to 40 miles 

with such excellent effect that more than once 

they compelled the retirement of flotillas of 

destroyers and other en6my craft. In pre

siding at Captain di Villarey's lecture, Admiral 

Sir Cecil Thursby, commanding the British 

forces in the Adriatic when Italy entered the 

war, said th&t he did not think people quite 

realized the splendid organization of the 

Italian Navy which made possible the removal, 

practically without any loss, of over 200,000 

troops, refugees, and prisoners in a zone quite 

close to one of the enemy's principal naval bases. 

A phase of the Navy's work in the war 

which contributed in large measure to the 

Allied success was the assistance given to 

the military operations by _direct participation 

therein. This working together of the Navy and 

Army in actual fighting was sOlnething quite 

different from the ordinary traHsport work 

of the Fleet and the protection afforded to 

the Army's communications overSE-a. Many 

opportunities for such amphibious undertakings 

occurred during the war. Although presenting 

technical difficulties, and arduous conditions, 

they were made the most of by the naval 

units concerned. Some of the highest honours 

which were bestowed upon British seamen 

were won in the fighting side by side with their 

THE 20th DESTROYER FLOTILLA IN PORT AFTER LAYING MINES IN THE 
HELIGOLAND BIGHT. 

261-3 
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comrades of the land Service. The conquest 

of the German oversea possessions has already 

been mentioned. In addition to those t en'i

tories, for the capture of which amphibious 

operations were essential, the Navy sent men, 

ships, guns, aircraft, etc., to practically every 

other theatre in which the Allied armies were 

engaged. 

Leaving the German colonies out of acc01.mt, 

this work of cooperation st.arted on the Belgian 

coast in Oct~ber, 1914, after the return of the 

H.M.S. SUPERB OFF PERA. 

unfortunate expedition to Antwerp. From the 

hastily-improvised :flotilla which assembled in 

that. region on the receipt of the first reports 

of the German advance to the coast, a naval 

janding party went ashore from the monitors 

on October 18. The Severn also landed her 

machine guns for the defence of Nieuport, 

and in leading his men Lieutenant E. S. Wise, 

of that vessel, was killed. The arrival of the 

German heavy artillery and bhe development 

of the operations intD trench warfare, pre

cluded a continuance of the work of the naval 

contingent on shore, ~ut the growth of the 

operations a:float off the Belgian coast, cul

minat.ing in the famous raid on Ostend and 

Zeebrugge on St. George's Day, 1918, is well 

known. . In addition, effective help was given 

i~ France and Flanders by various naval units 

with the armoured train, armoured cars, heavy 

naval guns, and aircraft, not to mention the 

Royal Naval Divi ion, which had been raised 

and equipped under Admiralty auspices. The 

work of the Royal Marine Artiller'y in France 

would form a story in itself. Admiral Sir 

Reginald Bacon, with temporary rank as 

Colonel-Second-Commandant, Royal Marines, 

was the first to organize and command the 
. Siege Brigade from January, 1915. 'This 

Brigade was provided with 15-in. howitzers, 

designed and constructed by the Coven try 

Ordnance Works under Sir Reginald's direction. 

H e commanded them in action until recalled 

in April, 1915, to become Adm.iral Commanding 

the Dover Patrol . The work of the Marine 

Brigade continued throughout the war. On 

F ebruary 17, 1919, MajorH. VV. IrenlOnger, 

R.M.A., received the D.S.O. for service with 

a detachment of six 7 ' 5-in. g uns in Flanders . 

In the war against Turkey it wa~ the Royal 

Navy which struck the first blow, even before 

hostilities had been actually declared, when 

on November 2 and 3, 1914, the Fleet, as a 

reprisal for Turkish acts of hostility in the 

Black Sea and elsewhere, bombarded the outer 

fOL'ts at the Dardanelles, and the cruiser 

Minerva shelled the forts and barracks at 

Akaba, in the Red Sea. From Aclmiral S. H. 

Carden's dispatches, published in the London 

Gazette on May 2, 1919, it appears that on 

Novt.mbor 3, 1914, a shoct bombarclment. was 

carried out at the Dardanelles by the British 

battle-cruisers Indefatigable and Indomitable, 

and the French battleships SUffren and Verite, 

by a run past in close order, at a range of 

13,000 yards. The Turks replied to the fire 

almost at once, and maintained their fire from 

forts Nos. 1, 3, 4 and 6, until our squadron 

had completed their run. The only projectiles, 

however, which fall close were those from the 

9·4-in. guns in forts Nos. 1 and 4. A large 

magazine explosion was caused in No. 3 fort. 

Heavy casualties were inflicted on the enEmy, 

some accounts putting the total at 600. The 

influence of this bombardment was seen when 

the Allied Fleet came to open its attack on 

February 19, 1915. No Turkish fort attempted 

to reply until late in the afternoon, when the 

old battleships were sent close in. The enemy 

apparently kept his men in shelters until the 

desired moment. 

Of the manner in which, at other times 

and in other places, the officers and men of 

the Royal Navy cooperated with the Army 

in fighting the Turk, information is given in 

previous chapters dealing with the campaigns 

in Mesopotamia, Palestine, etc. A word, h ow

ever, may be added here concerning one of 
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the most brilliant achievem ents of the seamen 

ill this respect, the building, organization, 

and dispatch from England of a flotilla of 

light-draught gunb ) ats for the Tigris. In 

January, 1915, the Admiralty were asked to 

provide some gunboats for service on this 

river, and Lord Fisher, then First Sea Lord, 

immediately ordered 24, giving a free hand 

to Messrs . Yarrow and Co., to provide the boats 

themselves or through sub-cont,ractors, in order 

to save time. The firm built 12 themselves, 

and delivered them in three consignments

the first one: of four boats, after being tested 

on the Clyde, being taken to pieces and shipped 

to Abadan, Mes Jpotamia, which was reached 

on August 18,1915. The first gunboat , Firefly , 

was erected, commissioned, tried, and pro · 

ceeded up the Tigris on active service on 

Octo l:er 29, 1915, or nine months after the date 

of the Admiralty order. The whol~ programme 

was completed by the following April. The 

splendid work of the flotilla under Captain 

N unn constitutes one of the brightest pages 

in the chronicle of the war. The gunboats had 

an important share in the capture of Baghdad 

in March, 1917. During the Turkish retreat 

from Kut, five of them made a dash up the 

river past the Turkish rearguard and attacked 

the main army with such good effect that what 

was previously an orderly retirement was con

verted into a rout. , Major A. Corbett-Smith, 

R.F.A., has the following comment . on the 

Tigris fighting in his book, "The Seafarers" : 

And rarely, if ever, in military history ca n there have 
been such.erfect cooperation between Fleet and Army. 
To say that they fought side by side is to tell just the 
exact truth. The gunboats themselves form ed a part 
of the land force, for they actually chased the Turkish 
cavalry across the desert-with their guns. (Who said 
that the Horse Marines were a myth?) They acted as 
storeship3 and as floating forts ; and when they were not 
worrying the enemy on the land they se t to against his 
river craft and r ecaptured several gunboats of ours taken 
during the earlier campaign. 

Other instance, where the sailors and soldiers 

fought together against the common foe could be 

given if necessary, equally illustrative of the 

indomitable perseverance and. unfailing re

source of our seamen. Witness the surprise 

of Colonel L. S. Amery, M.P., who, visiting · 

Belgrade in the spring of 1915, found the 

Danube at that place in command of a British 

naval contingent under Admiral Tr6ubridge, 

" with a British warship which had been 

taken there by a truck, and. which had succeeded 

in sinking an Austrian monitor in her moor

ings." In the Adriatic it was the same. 

British monitors came to the support of the 

Italian army in the Trentino, repeating their 

performances against the Germans off the 

Belgian coast, the Turks off Gallipoli, and the 

Bulgarians off Dedeagatch. 

It has been said that the war was brought to 

an bnd by the military collapse of the Central 

Powers. If this was entirely true, it is evident , 
from the foregoing that the British and Allied 

navies had a direct as well as an indirect 

influence in bringing it about. The story has 

been told elsewhere of the lightning success 

[Official portrait. 

ADMIRAL SIR REGINALD BACON. 
Commanded the Dover , Patrol, 1915-1917. 

which attended the offensive taken by the Allies 

on September 15, 1918. By the 26th, British 

troops had entered Bulgarian territory on thE, 

road to Strumnitlja, and next day Bulgaria 

applied for an armist,ice. On being referred to 

the Allied Commander-in-Chief at Salonika, 

General Franchet d'Esperey, she lost no time in 

surrendering uncond.ibionally, and the military 

convention regulating t.he conditions of the sus

pension of hostilities was signed on the 29th and 

came into force at noon next day. The Serbian 

Govermnent immediately made arrangements 

to transfer its seat of govermnent to U skub 

from Corfu, and the power of the Navy, which 

at an earlier s :age in the war had transported 

150,000 Serbian soldiers and 10,000 horses to 

this place, and had maintained them there, was 

again utilized for the happy return of the 

Ministry. 
Next in chronological sequence was the with

drawal of Turkey as the result of the brilliant 

achievements of General Allenby's troops in 
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Palestine. On October 20, General Townshend, 
who had been a prisoner in the hands of the 

Turks since the fall of Kut, was liberated, and 

proceeded to Mitylene in a motor boat under 

the white flag in order to inform the Brit.ish 

Admiral in the .IEgean thlit the Turkish Govern

ment asked that n egotiations Sh01:tld be opened 

immediately. The General was brought from 

Mitylene to Mudros in the destroyer Forester, 

Commander R. T. Do,~'n. A reply was sent that 

if the Turkish Government sent fully accredited 

plenipotentiaries, Vice-Admiral the Hon. Sir 

'Somerset A. Gough-Calthorpe, British Com

mander-in-Chief in the Mediterranean, was 

empowered. to inform them of the conditions on 

which the Allies would agree to a cessation of 

hostilities and sign an armistice. The Turkish 

representatives arrived at Mitylene on October 
26. They included Raouff Bey, Minister of 

Marine, formerly captain of the Turkish cruiser 

Hamidieh, Rechad. Hikmet Bey, Under

Secretary for Foreign Affairs, and Lieutenant

Colonel Saadullah Bey, of the Tm'kish General 

Staff, acting under authority from the Turkish 

Government. The delegates were conveyed 

from Mitylene to Mudros in the light cruiser 

Liverpool, Captain G. N. Tomlill, and on the 

30th the conference was held and the armistice 

signed on board the British battleship 

Agamemnon, Captain F. S. Litchfield-Speer. 

At noon next day, Admiral Gough-Calthorpe, 

who had signed the armistice on behalf of the 

, Allies, transferred his flag from the light cruiser 

Foresight, Commander F. G. G. Chilton, to the 

battleship Superb, Captain S. H. Radc1iff8, to 

assume command of the Allied Fleet which was to 
proceed through the Dardanelles in accordance 

with the armistice terms. Mine-sweeping was 

at once begun, and during the first few days 

of November an imposing 'naval force, repre

senting Great Britain, France, Italy and Greece, 
gathered in Mudros Bay. The secolld in 

command of the British contingent was R ear

Admiral M. Culme-Seymour, in the Lord Nelson. 

The French Commanders, Vice-Admiral Amet 

and R ear-Admiral Lefay, were on board the 

battleships Didfrot and Justice respectively. 

The Italian R ear-Admiral was on board the 

Vittorio Emanuele, and the Greek R ear 

Admiral in the cruiser Georgius Averoff. On 

November 8 a landing was made in Gallipoli 

by six airmen, and on the 9th British troops 

landed on the peninsula. On November 11 

it was announced that Vice-Admiral Gough

Calthorpe had been appointed High Com

missioner at Constantinopla for the purpose of 

maint,aining contact with the Turkish Govern

ment during the transitional period., and of 

protecting British subjects and interests in 

Turkey. Rear-Admiral Richard Webb was 

appointed Assistant High Commissioner. 

The preparations completed, the Fleet 

weighed anchor at Mudros on the morning of 

November 12, and arrived off the entrance to 

the Dardanelles about mid-day, when the ships 

all hoist ed their largest ensigns. Escorted by 

aircraft, they proceeded up the Straits, the 

crews being much interested in the famous 

points at which fighting had taken place. The 

wr0.cks of the River Clyde and other v~sels were 

THE LAUNCH OF THE FIREFLY AT ABADAN ON THE TIGRIS. 
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seen. British and Indian troops occupying the 

forts were paraded as the vessels passed. It 
should be added that General Sir Henr~ 'Vilson, 

commanding the garrisons of Allied troops in 

the forts of the Dardanelles and Bosphorus, was 

on board the battleship Temeraire. During 

t.he night, the Fleet was manCBuvred in order not 

to arrive off Constantinople before 8 a.m. next 

morning. The ships proceeded during the day 

to the Gulf of Ismid, the British squadron 

anchoring first and the French, Italian and 

Greek squadrons arriving later. 

On the morning of November 25 the Allied 

Fleet proceeded up the Bosphorus, into the 

Black Sea. Arriving off Balaklava. about nine 

o'clock next morning, the vessels proceeded into 

Sebastopol independently, anchoring about 

noon. The Agamemnon, and one British and 

one French destroyer, proceeded to Odessa, and 

the following Allied warships were detached 

from the forces opposite Constantinople to earry 

out missions on the Black Sea coast :-The 

French destroyer Dehorter and the British 

d estroyer Beaver to Sulina and Kilia; the 

Italian torpedo boat Angelo Bassani and the 

British destroyer Nereide to Varna; the French 

cruiser Ernest Renan, the Brit,ish cruiser Liver

pool, and the AU3tralia:l destroyers Yarra and 

Torrens, to N ovorossisk, Poti, and Batum; and 

the French cruiser J ules Michelet, the British 

cruiser Sentinel, and two destroyers, to 

Trebizond, Sams"Lm, and Sinope. 

On D ecember 5 the Admiralty announo ,d 

that all the Turkish warships had surrendel ed 

to the Allies and were interned at the Golden 

Horn, Constantinople. They included the 

ex-German battle-cruiser Goeben, which was 

lying at Stenia, in the Bosphorus, with a Turk~sh 

crew under a Turkish admiral, Arir Pasha. The 

Gennans had left her on November 3, taking 

with them all the plans of the ship and her 

:mgines, so that the Turkish crew on board could 

only find out details of the working of her 

machinery by actual inspection. The Germans 

also took away all fire-control and scientific 
instruments. 

The influence of sea power in the downfall of 

Austria-Hungary was especially marked. She 

had felt severely the effect of the blockade, and 

her anxiety for peace at all costs was suggested 

by the Note addressed on September 15, 1918, 

to all the belligerents, including her own ally 

Germany, inviting them to a conference on 

neutral territory. For the six weeks which 

followed, the Allies maintained ever-increasing 

pressure against the Austrian coast and ports 

and made several attacks by small craft., the 

chief of which were described in Vol. XVIII., 

pa.ge 445. The effect of these was heightened 

by the seizure, on October 25, of the Hungarian 

port of Fiume by Oroatian rebels, whose example 

was followed at the dockyard port of Pola. On 

October 28 Austria-Hungary, " without waiting 

the result of the other negotiations," asked 

REAR-ADMIRAL RICHARD WE BB, C.B., 
Assistant High Commissioner at Constantinople. 

President Wilson to negotiate peace and an 

immediate armistice. This was signed on 

November 3, and came into force on the follow

ing day. 

Meantime, the Enlperor had issued a mani

festo promising a Federal State for each race 

under the monarchy, and the claims to separate 

nationality of the Czecho-Slovaks and the Yugo

Slavs had been recognized by President Wilson 

National executives were set up for the form~r 

at Prague and the latter at Agram. To the 

Agram Govermnent several naval officers gave 

their adherence before the fall of the Empire. 

On Octo ':Jer 29, the same day as that upon 

which the Austrian p]'rlementai1'es appeared be

fore the Italian lines to plead for an arrnistice, 

the Empt;ror and his Government telegraphed 

to the national cO"Lmcil of Agram making a gift 

to Yugo-Slavia of the whole Austro-Hungarian 

Fleet, and delegat6s were invited to Pola and 

Cattaro to r aceive the · ships. These delegates 

met representatives from Vienna, and on the 

30th the Fleet was handed over with due cere

mony . The transaction aroused bitter feeling 

in Italy, and evidence of this was given on 

October 31, by the destruction of the late 

Austrian , flagship Viribus Unit is Engineer-
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Commander Raffaele Rosetti, of the NavC:LI 

Construction Corps, and Surgeon Suo-LimIt

enant Raffaele Paolucci had both determined to 

enter Pola harbour i:iingle-handed with an ex

plosive apparatus shaped like a torpedo, the 

front part including two detachable mines each 

with about 350 lbs. of trotyl. It was by this 

apparatus, at which Rosetti had been working 

in secret for SOrnG tin~e, that they encompai:ised 

the destruction of the Austrian battlei:ihip. 

: The Yugo-Slav Adrniral, Dragutin Prica, 

declared 'that no mutiny occurred in connection 

with the transfer of the Fleet, which was simply 

eeded to Yugo-Slavia by Imperial officials. The 

Italians, however, alleged that the Fleet was 

seized, and held only by " right of revolution. " 

Concluding an article in Lord Brassey's Naval 

A.nnual, published on JUlle 17, 1919, Captain 

O. Rey di Villa-rey, of the R oyal Italian Navy, 

said: "After accepting the Naval terms of the 

Armistice, which includod tho complete surrender 

of many ships, and the disarmament of the rest 

of the fleet, on lines similar to those which wem 

shortly afterwards imposed upon Germany, the 

dying Empire tried to escape the loss of the Fl.eet 

by handing it over to the Yugo-Slavs. The Allies 

have since taken the necessary steps to restore 

the en emy ships to their proper status under the 

conditions." The Allied and Associated Powerr-; 

could not recognize any naval settlement effecte:i 

between the late Imperial Government of 

Austria-Hungary and the Agram Govermnent, 

and therefore on Mar~h 24, 1919, the ex

Austrian batt leship , Tegetthoff and Erzherzog 

Franz Ferdinand, and the light cruiser Saida, 

were taken over by the Italians, and arrived at 

Venice under escort of a squadron cormnanded 

by Admiral Cagni and the Prince of Udine. 

Events in Germany, as distinct from fighting 

operations, which led to the conclusion of the 

armistice on November 11, 1918, were certainly 

shaped more by the situation at sea thad was at 

first apparent. The blockade had slowly but 

surely done its work. Lord J ellicoe said in his 

:I: book, The Grand Fleet., that "the decisive effect 

~ of the blockade did not become apparent until 

: the end, when the final crash came, and it was 

seen how supreme an influence on the result of 

the war this powerful weapon had exercised ." 

Prince Max of Baden, coming into office as 

Chancellor at the beginning of October, had : 

at once begull a" peace offensive," anCi a month 

later negotiations were still proceeding. On 

November 5 Mr. Lloyd George annollIlc0cl in · 
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the House of Commons that complete agreement 

had been reached as to the terms to be !Submitted 

to Gennany for acceptance. Then it was that 

there occurred the dramatic incident which \~-as 

the first real sign of inevitable defeat. The Ger

man High Sea Fleet '~Ta::; ordered out to endeav

our to break the blockade. Even at the moment 

when they were talking peace, the Berlin chiefs 

were planning this last de~perate challenge to 
avert their doom. The stroke was ' anticipated 

at the British Admiralty, as Sir Eric Geddes 

showed in his speech at the Mansion House on 
November 9, 1918. "Those of u s who were 

they received at Jutland. As Mr . .John Leyland 

wrote in a letter to The Times on J llne 25, 

1919: "That engagement will probably be 

regarded by tho historian as one of the decisive 

battles of the world, because it took the heart 

out of the German :Fleet, which never thereafter 

issued to sea until it came over to the Forth to 

surrender. In this way the Grand Fleet was 

the great · compelling force which drove the 

Germans to defeat." 
In accordance with the 23rd clause of the 

armistice signed on November 11, 1918, the 

light cruiser Konigsberg put to sea on the 13th 

LANDING OF GENERAL SIR H. F. M. WILSON AT CONSTANTINOPLE. 

charged with the responsibility," he said, 

" waited hourly for the po~sibility of a nav8.1 

Armageddon. The whole stage was set for 8. 

great sea battle, but something went wrong. 

The arm that was going to try 8. last desperate 

~ambling stroke was paralysed. The German 

Navy wati ordered out and the men would not 

go." The revolt of the sailors started the revo

lutionary movement all over Germany. Kiel 

and Hamburg, which were known by N ovembur 

7 to be in the hands of worlunen and soldiers' 
conunittees, were the fir::;t places affected, but 

others followed their example very quickly. 

The origin of the outbreak in the Fleet was 

significant. It was subsequently revealed tha.t 
the mora1 of the German seam en had been 

steadiJ y declining eVtJr since the severe handling 

with the plenipotentiaries of the V\Torkmen's 

and Soldiers' COlmcil of the German Fleet, to 

meet the British naval representatives and 

8.rrange for the surrender of the vessels of the 

Hig\ Sea Fleet, which were t.o be interned and 
placed under the surveillance of the Allies 8.nd 

tht, United States of Americ8.. The chief of the 

High Sea Forces, Admiml Hipper, took part in 

this cruise as expert adviser for the delibera

tions concerning the execution of the naval 

conditions of the armistice. On the afternoon 

of November 15, off Rosyt.h, the British 

Comma.nder-in-Chief, AdmirRI Sir David B eatty, 

conferrt-d on board his fla.gship, t.he Queen 

Elizabeth, with Rear-Admira.l Rugo von 

Mfurer and four officers of the latter's staff" 

who wtre brought from the Konigsbecg 1,0 
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th~ flagship in the British d estroyer Oa.k . The 

British Commander-in-Chief refused to m eet 

the Workmen's and Soldiers' Delegates. 

On November 20 the Grand Fleet was 

reviewed in the Firth of Forth by i{ing George. 

Next morning it left harbour at daybreak and 

at 8;30 a.m. sighted the German Fleet, which 

was brought under escort into the Firth. On 

the ret.urn journey to port the escort of A.llied 

vessels was disposed in two columns in single 

line ahead, the German ships being between 

the two lines. The composition of the British 

Fleet on this historic occasion, in the order in 

which the squadrons returned, was as follows : 

NORTHERN LINE . 

1st Light Cruiser Squadron (Rear·Admiml W. H. 
Cowan).-Caledon, Roya lis t, Galatea, Inconstant . 

6th Light C"uiser Squadron (Captain B. S. Thesiger).
C&.lyp,so, Cassandra, Ceres, Caradoe. 

1st Cruise1' Squadron (Vice-Admiral T. D. W. Napie?·).
Courageous, Gloriou'l . 

5th Battle Squadt'on (Vice-Admiral A. C. L eveson ).
B arham, Malaya, Warspite, Valiant. 

6th (U.S.) Battle Squadron (Rear-Admiml H . Rodman). 
-New York, T exas, Arkansas, Wyoming, Florida. 

2nd Battle Squadron (Vice-Admiral Sir M. de Robeck, 
R car-Admiml W. E. Goodenough).-King George V., 
Aj ax, Centurion, Erin, Agincourt, Orion, Monarch, 
Thunderor, Conqueror. 

Admiral Sir David 13eatty, Commande1· .in.Chief.
Flpet Flagship, Queen Elizabeth. 

1st Battle-Cruiser Squadron (ReaT-Admiral Sir Henry 
Olive1·).-Repulse, R enown, Princes!'; Royal, Tiger. 

Vice-Admiral Sir William Pakenham, Commanding 
Battle-C-ruiser .F'o1·ce.-Force Flagship, Lion. 

4th Light Cruiser Squadron (Rear-Admiral A. F. 
Everett).-Calliope, Constance, Cambrian, Comus, Cor' 
d elia. 

SOUTHERN LINE. 

3rd Ljght Cruiser Squadron (R ea?' -Admiml A. T_ Hunt). 
-Chatham, Southampton, Chester, Birkenh ead. 

2nd Light Cruiser Squadron (Rear-Admiral J_ A . 
Fergusson).-Birmingham, Yarmouth, Sydney, Mel
bourne. 

2nd Cruiser Squadron (Rear-Admiral E. F. B 'ruen)_ 
-Minotaur. 

Flying Squadron (Rear-Admiral Sir Richard Phi llimore). 
-Furious, Vindictive. 

4th Battle Squadron (Vice-Admir£il Sir Montague 
Browning, Rear-Admiral D. R. L. Nicholson ).-Hercules, 
Neptune, St. Vincent . Colossus . Bellerophon. 

1st Battle Squadron (Admiral Sir Cha1"les lItIadden, 
Rear-Admiral W. C. M. Nicholson).-Revenge, R esolu
tion, Canada, Royal Sovereign, Royal Oak, Emperor of 
India, Benbow, Iron Duke, Marlborough. 

2nd Battle-Cruise?' Squadron (Rear-Admiral Sir Lionel 
Halsey).-Australia, N ew Zealand, Indomitable , In
flexible. 

7th Light Cruiser Squadron (Rear-Admiral G. H. 
Borrett).--Cleopatra, P enelope, Aurora, Undaunted. 

Between the two Lines of ships, six miles 

distant from each other, the light cruisers 

Cardiff, Blonde, Fearless, Boadicea and Blanche, 

with the armed merchant cruiser King Orry, 

were stationed. The first-named, flying the 

flag of Rear-Admiral E. S. Alexander Sinc]air, 

was towing a kite-balloon, and her duty was to 

direct the movements of the German main 

force, and order them to proceed, if possible, 

at a speed of twelve knots. The other vessels 

acted as repeating ships. There were also 

present, escorting the 49 German destroyers, 

the Castor, flying the broad p ennant of Com

modore H. J. Tweedie, Commanding Grand 

Fleet Flotillas, and 150 British destroyers. 

An hour before noon on November 21, 1918, 

Sir David B eatty signalled by wireless to the 

Germans that their flag was to be hauled down 

at sunset that day, and was not to be hoisted 

again without permission. A protest was made 

by R ear-Admiral von Reuter against this order 

as unjustifiable and contradictory to inter· 

national 'custom, but AdmiraJ Beatty replied 

that an armistice suspended hostilities, but a 

state of war still existed between Germany and 

the Allies; tmder the circumstances no enemy 

vessel could be permitted to fly the national 

ensign in British ports while under custody. 

At 6 p.m. on the 21st, by the Commander-in

Chief's order, a service of thank8giving was 

held on board the flagship, and every other ship 

was recommended to do the same. 

As regards the delivery of German submarines 

-whioh, unlike the l~rger ships, were SUI'

rendered completely and not merely for intern

ment--20 boats WE:;re delivered to the Harwich 

Force under Rear-Admiral Sir Reginald Tyr

whitt on November 20, and similar batches on 

8ucceeding days. The operations for the sur 

render were conducted by Captain A. P. 

Addison, R.N., who on November 26 rectJived 

the following t elegram from Rear-Admiral Sir 

R eginald Tyrwhitt: "I wish' to congratulate 

you and your officers on the exceedingly well

organized and smart manner in which the 

taking over of the German submarines has been 

conducted. I particularly admired ,the fine 

handling of the submarines ' in the 'harbour. 

It impressed the Huns as much as it did me." 

The last of the submarines to be surrend~red, 
the 158th, came over in the first week of 

April, 1919. Before being dispersed among 

the Allied Powers, these boats formed what 

was known as "U" -boat Avenue in the River 

Stour. It is difficult to imagine the impression 

which this event made on the British officers 

and men who were present.* 

A Yat'al Lieutenant, 1914-1918, by "Etienne." said: 
" It is impossible to describe in words the feelings of the 
officers and men who witnessed this amazing sight. 
Try and imagine what you would feel like if you were 
told to go to Piccadilly at 10 a.m. and see 20 man-eating 
tigers walk up from Hyde Park Corner and lie down in 
front of the Ritz to let you cut their tails off and put their 
leads on-and it really was so. Add to these impressions 
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ADMIRAL OF THE FLEET SIR DA VID BEATTY, G. C.B., O.M. 

T o ensure tha t. the Germans were complying 

th e fact th a t many of t h ose presen t h ad been hunting 
Frit z for ' ov al' f our y ea rs , in w hich pe ri od a m a n who 
could boa'l t , ' I h ave. een s ix Fritzes a nd heard t h em fo u r 
t ime, on my h ydroph ones ,' was a ccou nted favou red by 
t h e go ] s , a nd y~u m ay get an insig h t i n to wh a t B ri tish 
c rew~ fel t ." 

in full with the terms of the armistice, ::Ill Allied 

N aval Conm )ission was appointed, consis ting 

of Vice-Adm iral Sir Montague Browning (Great 

Britain), R ear-Admiral Robison (U.S.N. ), and 

R ear-Adm ira l Grasset (France ). This Com- • 

mission v isited vVilhelmshaven , IGel, and o ther 
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German bases and establishments, and 'sub

commissions were delegated from it to investi

gate particular qUtlstions such as the building 

of submarines, the disarmament of ships, etc. 

On the day after their arrival in the Firth of 

Forth, the interned German ships proceeded 

to Scapa Flow, which had been the main ba~e 

of the Grand Fleet, throughout the war. In 

'. the: surrender there were nine battleships, five 
battle-cruisers, seven light cruisers, and 49 

destroyers. These numbers were short of those 

named in the armistice terms, and,. to make up 

for the deficiencies, on December 4 a battleship, 

light cruiser and destroyer were SEnt to Seapa. 

The lists being still one short, on January 10, 

1919, in place of the Mackensen, battle-cruiser, 

which was not finished, the battleship Baden 

was sent to Scapa, making altogether 74 vessels 

interned there. On the afternoon of Saturd.ay, 

June 21, 1919, by order of the ' German r-ear

admiral, the ships were scuttled and abandoned 

by their crews. The vess6ls all foundered except.· 

the Baden, which was beached, with the three 

light crui::;ers Errtden, Frankfurt and Nutnberg, 

two at Swanbister Bay and one off the small 

island of Cava. A few destroyers werE; also 

beached off Fara Island. On t·he same morning, 

the British squadrons at Scapa l..mder Vice

Admiral Sir Sydney Fremantle had put to sea 

for torpedo practice, and when the Germans· 

were observed from the patrol craft to be: 

leaving their vessels the ships . were recalled,; 

but most of the German warships had foundered ' 

by the time they returned. The officers and : 

men were taken into custody on board t~el 
British Fleet. Some boats from the Germah 

vessels refused to stop when ordered and we~e 
fired on, a small number of those in them being 

killed and wounded, On the afternoon· of, the 

24th, Admiral Fremantle had the whole of the 

German officers and me·d .' paraded on the 

quarter-deck of the flag~hip Revenge 'and 

delivered to them a shor,t ~~~?:ress, which was 

transiated by a Marine offl~er~ . , 
Addressing the Admir!tl he said :-" Before 

I Rend you ashore as a prisoner of war I would 

like to express to you my indignation. at the 

- deed which . you _hmte_ perpetrated and which 

was that of a traitor violating the action of the 

arrangements e~tered into by the Allies. The 

German Fleet was, in a sense, more interned 

than actually imprisoned. The vessels were 

resting here ' as a sort of goodwill from the 

German Government until Peace had been 

signed. It is not the first occasion on which 
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the Germans have violated all the decent laws 

and rules of the seas. We have had on many 

occasions to regret the fact of having to fight 

fI, nation which takes no notice of civilized laws 

on the high seas." To this Admiral von 

Reuter replied: "I take entire responsibility 

for what has been done. It was done at my 

instigation, and I feel that I was perfectly 

justified in doing it, and I feel sure that. in 

similar circumstances every English sailor 

would have done the same." 
In the House of Commons on .June 24, 

taken by the Admiralty to prevent the Germans scuttling 
. their ships , the answer is that this was impossible, as 
the ships were interned, not surrendered, 'and the Ad
miralty had therefore no power to guard them. It is 
not correct that the naval advisers of the Admi.ralty 
were in favour of internment. Their views were clearly 
and· definitely expressed at the time, but the decision of; 
the heads .of the Allied Governments was in favour of 
internment, and. this has, of course, controlled the situa
tion ever since and made the prevention of this scuttling 
impossible. I desire to deprecate attacks made in 
certain quarters upon Sir Rosslyn Wemyss, for which 
ther e is not the slightest justification. 

Sir David Beatty also referred to the matter 

in a speech at Oxford on June 25, when he. 

H.M.S. QUEEN ELIZABETH, 
Flying the Flag of Admiral Beatty; to the right the Destroyer Oak. 

~r. Long said t.hat Admiral von Reuter ordel'ed 

the ships to bo sunk under the impression that 

the armistice ended at noon on the 21st. Thore 

would bf} no difficulty in his circulating ordel's, 

since he was allowed to visit his own ships for 

the purpose of maintaining discipline, and in 
doing so h~ was conveyed in a British boat. 

It was incorrect that the crews of t.he interned 

ships had been changed periodically. Only 

sick men had been changed as circumstanctls 

arose. The. t.otal number of the c~re and 

maintenance party had been reduced from 

4,700 to approxirna:ely 1,800. The First Lord 
added :-

As regards the question why precautions were not 

said that, although the fiasco could not fail 

to provoke a sense of humiliation in the- minds 

of those men who strove so nobly to acquire

those fruits of victory which had been taken 

from them, all thinking people- would realiz;e

that no part of the blame- could justly be attri

buted to the British Navy 

Admiral R Jinhold Scheer, the late comman

der-in-chief of the High Sea Fleet, expressed in 

an interview at Weimar, quoted in The T1:mes on 

July 1, 1919, his satisfact.ion at the sinking of 

the German Fleet at Scapa. " It would have 

been painful," he said, "for om' good ships 

after sailing the seas for years to come l.U1der 

. .enemy flags .. This hmniliating and painful 
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sight is now spared U', by the brave deeds in 

Scapa Flow. I rejoice that the stain of sur

render has been wiped from the escutcheon of 
the Gennan Fleet. The sinking of the ships 

has proved that the spirit of the fleet is not 

dead. This last act was true to the best 

traditions of the German Navy. The deed was 
spontaneous, and I am convinced was not 

ordered or inspired by ' Berlin." This utter

anco was characteristic of that curious bent 

in the Germans' mentality which preven;ted 

them from seeing their cruel and odious crimes 
from the standpoint of civilized peoples. As 

Admiral Sir Perey Scott said in a letter to The 

Times, opening a valve and. letting a ship sink, 

when there was no one to stop it, and with an 

assurance of personal safety to the porpetri:1tor, 

was considered by Admiral Scheer to be a 
brave action ! 

The late German Commander-in-Chief also 

took Hus opportunity to disseminate some 

ir130lent lies concerning the naval events in 

the North Sea. He disclosed the plans for a 
naval attack on Britain which .vere frustrated 

by the mutiny of the sailors of the fleet . 

It was never our intention ·(Sch aer affi rmed), to 
send the High Seas Fleet out to certa in d eath. At the 
b aginning of the November revolt w e were on the eve of 
undertaking a naval operation from which we promised 
ourselves the utmos t success . This oper ation, after 
n early two years , had at last been made possible by t h e 
di scontinuance of our submarine warfare during negotia. 
tions leading up to the armistice. 

For nearly two years we h ad been un a ble to undertake 
an operatlOn on a la rge scale with the High Seas Flee t, 
because the fleet was essential to protect. the base of our 
submarine warfare, and b ecause while our submarine 
'w:-trfare was carried on, we lacked all strateg ic flank 
protection for a. long-distance naval operation. Our 
fleet attack could proceed only from the narrow Wet 
Triangle behind H lligoland. To this base alone we were 
always forced to return. An operation of the High Seas 
Fleet against any point on t h e Brit ish coast left both our 
fl anks exposed. 

The Battle of Jutland proved that we were not afraid 
of encountering the British Grand Fleet on a fair field. 
In an op eration against the British coast our strategic 
left flank was always exposed to attack by British naval 
forces coming from the Channel and our right flank to 
attack from t h e nort.h. 

,\Vith the sU.3p ansion of , submarine warfare thi~ UIl-
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GERMAN DESTROYERS SCUTTLED AT 
SCAPA. 

favourable strategic situation suddenly changed. W e 
now had plenty of submarines to use for the flank pro
tection of our High Seas Fleet. With our hands thus 
freed we decided at the beginning of N ovem ber that our 
Beet should strike a hard, perhaps a decisive, blow. W e 
decided that while our armies were stubbornly and 
heroically r esisting, our fleet could not remain idle. 
Our plan offered every chance of success. It was not 
one to send the High Seas Fleet out to death, but to 
attack the coast of England in the direction of the mouth 
of the Thames, employing submarines as a flank pro
tection. 

By this plan we hoped to draw the British Grand Fleet 
out of its Scottish lair down towards the mouth of the 
Thames to give us battle, in which case the Grand Fleet 
would have run into our flanking submarines. Our plan 
carefully worked out, offered the certainty of success if 
the Grand Fleet came out. The one chance of failure, 
we t hought, was that the British Fleet might not be 
coaxed out by our Channel attack. 

No good purpose would be served by refuting 

these suggestions in detail, but it may be said 

that such a plan as that described by the 

German Admiral had been taken into account 

THE SCUTTLED HINDENBURG. 

THE NURNBERG SINKING. 

by the British Navy and preparations made 

accordingly. Why our enemies never thought 

of attempting it until too late . Admiral 

Scheer does not explain. A reason may be 

found, however, in the readiness, efficiency and 

devotion to duty of the Grand Fleet, exhibited 

all through the war, and part,icularly at Jutland. 
Referring to this Fleet, Admiral Sir Reginald 

. Bacon has said: "There it lay in the North Sea 

at Scapa, with every muscle strained and nerve 

vibrating. It was like a spear poised in the 

hand of a giant ready to be hurled at the wild 

beast offending humanity should he venture 

from his den. Once he crawled out, and Lord 

Jellicoe's great victory of Jutland dealt him 

a blow which sent him snarling back with many 

wounds, which, eventually festering from 

inactivity and broken bones and lowered pride, 

led to his dishonourable and inglorious end." 

The British Navy, in fact, had once more 

been the mainstay of civilization and the 

foundation of all the Allied efforts. Writing in 

The Times American nmnher on Jnly 4, 1919, 

Mr. Franklin D. Roosevelt, Assistant Secretary 

of the United States Navy, said that the naval 

operations of t.he war ju!:>tified again the old 

principles that underlie the control of the seas. 
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' T~E SEYDLITZ, ONE OF THE LARGEST GERMAN BATTLE-CRUISERS SUNK AT SCAPA. 

-" Naval power," he said, "is j-qst as effectivd 

if it prevents the enemy from coming out as if 

it were victorious in actual battle." There 

·could be no better concluding word for' this 

·chapter than that given by King George in his 

mes:5age to the First Lord of the Admiralty on 

armi~tice day:-

" Now that the last and most forinidable of 

-onr enemies has acknowledged the t.riumph of 

the Allied arm~ on behalf o{ right and justice, 

'l wish to express my praise and thankfulness 

-to the officers and m en of the Royal Navy and 

Marines, with their comrades of t.he fleet 

'auxiliaries and mercantile mal'int), who for more 

,than four years have kept open the seas, pro

'tected our shores, and given us safety. 

" :,Ever since that fateful Fourth of AUgllst, 

1914, ] have remained stedf~st in my conti

dence that, whether fortune frowned- or smiled, 

the Royal Navy would once moro prove thu 

sure shield of the British Empire in the hour 

of trial. Never in its history has the ' Royal 

Navy, with God's help, done· . gro9.ter things 

for us, nor better su~tained its old glories and 

the chivalry of t.he seas. 

"With full and grateful heaJ'ts thfl peoples 

of the British Empire salu te the '''hite, the 
R ed, and the Blue Ensigns, and those who 

have given t.heir lives for the Flag. I am 

proud to have served in tht} Navy. I am 

prouder still to be its H ead on this memorable 
day." 


