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T
HREE months of war sh ed light 

upon the conduct of n aval opera

tions in modern conditions, and 

threw into strong r elief alike the 

efficien cy and the predominance of the British 

"N avy. In hi~ m emorable interview with the 

British Ambassador in Berlin, Sir E. Goschen, 

on August 4, the German Imperial Ch ancellor 

for a moment revealed his real convictions. 

The idea of British intervention was, h e said, 

" terrible to a degree." The conjectures of 

the eager experts, who la b oured to m.ake 

their countrymen believe that n R-val supremacy 

no longer cow1.ted as in the past, and t hat 

modern weapons, combined with steam and 

i2 peed, had imposed heavy disabilities upon 

the superior fleet, were soon brought to the 

test and proved unfounded. To Germany 

t he might of the British Navy showed itself 

" t erribl e to a degree." 

In the broad sense it 'can b e said that the 

old lessons of nava l war were strikingly r e 

affi rn1.ed, and that those who h a d strongly 

maintained that the many startling changes 

of rnaieTiel had not impa ired the potency of the 

Vo1. 2.- Part 14. 

superior fleet, or prevented our Navy from 

discharging its vitally important functions 

in war, were amply justified . In 1804 the 

positions o~ the British battle squadrons and 

the nature of the duties they were carrying 

on were almost unknown to the public. Yet, 

as Admiral Mahan h as pointed out, " while 

bodily present before Brest, Rochefort and 

Toulon, s trategically the British squadrons 

lay in the Straits of Dover barring the way 

against the' Army of Invasion. " More than 

t his could b e said of the British Grand Fleet 

after three months of war. U nseen since the 

war began it dominated the 'Vestern Campaign 

in the strategic sense. If it had not existed 

or had b een overwhelmed, the sea-board of 

France would have b een at the mercy of the 

en emy. Large forces might have been landed, 

which would have gravely embarrassed lihe 

French Armies. No British troops would have 

b een available to stem the first German onset 

and- steadily r einforced- to have co-operated 

powerfully in hurling back the invaders and 

holding t hem fast at a long distance from their 

obj ectiv8---'-Par is. British and Fret;l.ch trade 
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F IRST A ND SECOND SQUA DRONS A T SEA, 
Headed by the " Iron Duke" and the " Marlborough." 

[Cribb , Sotl.'hsea. 

would have been paralysed, and no oversea 

possession of either would have been secure. 

England would have been daily expecting 

invasion, with an l.memployed population 

clamouring for food. Now, as in the great 

wars of the past, the b etter fleet proved not 

only the "sure shield" of the nation, but 

the firm basis of offensive action. The British 

Navy set free the whole military forces of the 

Empire and enabled them to be brought to 

IRussell, Southse;t,. 

REAR-ADMIRA L C . E. M A DDEN, 
Chief of the Staff. 

bear upon the needs of the . land campaign. 

More than 350,000 m en were transported 

across the seas without a s ingle Hlishap. Ger

man shipping was either captured or driven 

to seek r efuge in n eutral ports, with the r esult 

of economic pressure upon Germany that was 

certain to increase with every n1.onth of war. 

The attack upon British 'commer ce, elaborately 

planned and supported by measures t aken 

before the outbreak of war, proved far less 

serious than had been expected. The Admira lty 

was able to point out in Octob er that only 

1 p er cent. "out of 4,000 British ships engaged 

in foreign trade" had b een sunk, and that the 

r a t e of insurance for cargoes, origina lly fixed 

at 5 p er cent., h ad "been reduced to two 

guineas p er cent. ,;vithout injury to the sol

vency of the fund. " Moreover, a portion 

of the r elatively small losses-that caused by 

the Emden esp ecially-was due in p ar t to 

the preoccupa tion of the ships of war in con

voying troops, while ." a l arge number " of 

these losses was "caused by merchant vessels 

taking everything for granted and proceeding 

without due precautions." L astly, as at the 

battle of the Alma, but with infinitely gr eater 

effect, British ships had direc tly co -operated 

with military forces and powerfully a ided in 

defeating violent attacks on the left of the line 

of the Allies in F lander s. 

While thus, in the strategic f en se, the effect 

of changed materiel had b een to Extend the 

power of the superior Navy, and i 0 enable 

that power to be exerted in a shorter time than 

formerly, the n ew conditions h ad led to signifi

cant r esults. The large use of mines by the 
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German s, in direct v iola tion of accepted 

restrictions, caused the Admira lty to ad opt 

simila r mea sures , and ultima t ely to proclaim 

t he N orth Sea a " militar y a rea." German n av a l 

activity a t the outset was practically confined 

to m ine -laying and to the employment of 

submarines; but our losses in ships of war 

r elatively to our stren gth were small compared 

with t h ose of t h e J ap an ese in 1904. \Ne h ad 

to deplore the deaths of too many gallan t 

m en , deprived by t h e n ew methods of warfare 

of t h e ch an ce of striking a blow; but our n aval 

strength was n ot sensibly r educed , . and . OlJr . 

means of carryin g on t h e war remained "Lill

impaired , and were in some respects increased . 

Of the p owers of submarines we learned 

many valuable lessons. They proved to be 

danger ou s antagonists , as was expect ed. They 

a lso sh owed t heir disabilit ies during t h e action 

off H eligoland on August 27 . Vice-Admira l 

Beatty s tates tha t several attacks by submarines 

were made ; but " our high sp eed," " r apid 

lnan ceu vring," and " the use of t he h elm., " 

combined wit h a smooth sea, effectually 

frustr ated them. On the other h and, wh en 

oon t inued patr olling at slow speed wit h out 

destroyers in compan y , or wh en slowing d own 

to search cr aft which m ay h ave been decoys, 

was r esorted to, we paid t h e p en a lty. Of the 

work of our own submarines, as described 

by Commod ore K eyes, it is impossible t o speak 

t oo high ly . For reconnoitring p urp oses they , 

from the first days of war, proved invaluable. 

Their officers showed skill and daring beyond 

all pra ise, a nd that their successes were fewer 

t h an those of t h e German s was wh olly due 

t o t h e fact t h at t h e number of enemy sh ip s 

at sea was trivia l compared vyith our own . 

Brit ish destr~yers were ab le t o sink only 

on e ship with t h e torped o ; but their varied 

and str enuous work was suprem ely v aluable , 

and as a det erren t to the submarine t hey 

sh owed t h eir imp ortan ce. The promp t actiop 

of the Commander of t h e B a d ger is significant, 

and we learned t hat t h e submarines must 

a l ways b e attacked , and tha t " low visibility 

and a calm sea " are" t he most u nfavourable 

condit ions" for t h eir activ ity. F ina lly, in 

the n ew arID., t he Navy -gave proof of the 

h ighest efficiency and boldness. The raids 

on Diisseldorf and Cologne r anl{: am ong the 

finest instances of the su ccessful and legitimate 

u se of a ircr aft. 

Such were t h e achieveln ents of the Royal 

N avy in three months, and the hist or y of n aval 

w ar r ecords n one equal in importance, or so 

far-reaching in scop e, within such a p eriod. 

No great fleet action was fough t , which was 

in accordan ce with the t eaching of t he p ast; 

but the "LillSeen battle fleet controlled t.hat of 

SUNDAY SERVICE ON BOARD H .M.S. "NEPTUNE." [Gribb. So li!hsea . 
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A DREADNOUGHT STEAMING THROUGH A ROUGH SEA. [Cribb, Soulhsea. 

the enerny, provided the support upon which the 

whole of the British naval operations depended, 

and thus brought enormous weight to bear 

upon the cause of the Allies. British naval 

str ength was growing. The one defect

the paucity of light cruisers, due to five years' 

neglect of this valuable t ype of vessel-was 

being gradually remedied. The Empire and 

its Allies could continue to repose the fullest 

confidence in the "tremendous weapon" of 

British sea·power. 

"At this grave moment In our nationa l 

history I send to you, and through you to the 

officers and m en of the fleets of which you have 

assumed command, the assuran'ce of my con· 

fidence that under your direction they will 

revive and renew the old glories .of the Royal 

N avy, and prove once again the sure shield 

of Britain and of her Em.pire in the hour of 

trial. 
" GEORGE, R.T." 

The above message was communicated to 

the senior naval officers on all stat.ions outside 

of home waters, and published on August 5. 

The Admiralty at the same time issued the 

following: . 

"With the approval of H IS Majesty the 

King, Admiral Sir John R. Jellicoe, K.C.B. , 

K.C.V.O., has assumed supreme command of 

the Home Fleets, with the acting ranJc of 

Adn:tir a l, and Rear ·Admiral Charles E. Madden, 

C.V.O., has b een appointed to be his Cbief of 

the Staff." 

On .Monday, August 3, 1914, ' in a, supple· 

ment :to the London Gazette the following 

proclamation was published: 

1. Men of the Royal Naval Reflerve and 

Royal F leet Reserve, and officArs and men of 

the Royal .N aval . Volunteer R eser ve, are called 

out " into actual ser v ice ." 

2. Officers of the Royal Naval R eserve are 

called onto c: for actu a l ser vice." 

3. The term of service of time-expired m en 

in the Royal Navy is extended for five years 

should their ser vices be so long required. 

4. The Admiralty may requisition for n S0 as 

transports and for similar purposes any British 

ship or British vessel within the British Isl es 

"or the waters adjacent thereto"; payrnent 

on tern,s to be arran ged afterwards to be made 

for such u se . 

This was followed by a supplementary pro

clamation, " F or extending the services of 

time-expired men in the ;Royal Navy." An 

Admiralty notice calling out the Reserves had 

been publish ed in The Times on the previous 

day. 

" Three hours after the outbreak of war, 

Submarines EG, Lieutenant.-Comrnander Cecil 
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P. 'l'albot, and E8, Lieutenant-Commander 

Francis H. H. Goodhart, proceeded unaccom

panied to carry out a reconnaissance in the 

Heligoland Bight. These two vessels returned 

with u seful information and had the privilege 

of being the pioneers on a service which is 

attended with some risk." This sentence is 

extracted from the despatch dated October 17 

of Commodore Roger Keyes, and demonstrates 

that no weed aCClmlUlated on the bottoms of 

the ships of His Majesty's Navy while they 

were waiting ' to 'attack 'the foe. 

War on the ~ea, no less than war on the land, 

is influenced by the area in which it is waged; 

and although1 all the seven seas are open as a 

battle-ground for the opposing 'fl eets, as a 

matter of practical fact the struggle-which 

matters-has to be fought out in the North 

Sea, "and the waters adjacent , thAreto," as 

is set down in the proclamation already quoted. 

If we draw a line across · the North Sea due 

west from Hantsholmer Light on the coast 

of Denmark, we shall ' strike the coast of 

Scotland at Girdleness, just to the southward 

of Aberdeen; and it is roughly 380 miles from 

one point to the other. From H antsholmer 

to the Elbe the coast runs n early due south, 

then t:rrning sharply to the west, it creeps 

through sand and shoal to Terschelling; here 

it trends south-south-west to the T exel and on 

in the same general direction to Blankenberg 

and Ostend . through the ITlaze of shoals off 

Rotterdam and Antwerp. From the mouth 

of the Scheldt it turns sharply to the westward, 

the lie of the land to Grisnez, n ear qalais, being 

west-south-west; h ere ig the narrowest portion 

of the sea known as Dover Straits or the Pas ' 

de Cala is . Our own coast trends in a south

westerly direction from Girdleness to the 

Forth and then south by east to the Wash; 

then south , to Winterton, Haisborough, and 

Lowestoft, afterwards in a generally south

westerly direction to Dover Straits. The 

course from Dover Straits clearing all obstruc

tions to the Hantsholmer-Girdleness line would 

be about north-east by north. The area thus 

d efined l'llay be conceived to be the southern 

manmuvring ,a rea in the North Sea for battle 

fleets in time of war. It is 380 miles wide at 

the north, it is ; 21 miles wide at the south; a 

clear nm through it is 360 miles; but we have 

yet to observe how this area is . further circunl

scribed. 

The North Sea is of all seas the most shallow, 

and from the Hantsholmer-Girdleness line t o 

the Dover Straits you may seek !ong for a 

depth of 60 fathoms-and then in all pro

bability you ' will not find it--while in a line 

from Great Grin~sby to Terschelling-which 

is where the absolute definite contraction of 

the coast begins, and which is some 180 miles 

in length" from east to west--you will be hard 

put to it , to find 20 fathoms. If we study 

the chart ' to the southward of a line thus 

drawn and consider ,it , aS 'l,a manmuvring area 

for the deep-draught ships of modern navies 

we shall see how constricted it is; as tirom 

Dover Straits to the Grimsby-Terschelling line 

a fleet to have open water must stand outside 

the Goodwins, the Galloper, and the Outer 

Gabbard. There is then, from Orford

ness to Scheveningen, an area which is clear 

H.M.S. "BADGER," [Symonds, Portsmouth. 

Which rammed and sank a German submarine off the Dutch coast. 
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MINES. [Cribb , Southsea . . 

Photograph to illustrate the position of mines 
and ·ship. 

of shoals, that begin agam at Smith's Knoll 

on the west and the Texel on the east. It is 

from Dover Straits to the Grimsby-Terschelling 

line some 170 miles; from Smith's Knoll to 

the Texel about 85 miles. The area is small 

indeed, and owing to the speed of modern 

battleships, opposing fleets in this area would in 

all probability .not be long before they met; 

especially having in view their heavy draught, 

which precludes any close approach to the 

shore. England has access to the sea from 

scores of magnificent ports; Germany by means 

of infinite labour and appalling expense has 

driven channels through the sands by which 

she is surrounded to enable her heavy-draught 

battleships to reach such open ocean as :is 

pr..ovided by ,the North Sea. W est ;from 

Terschelling to the Elbe, and north··; from the 

Elbe again to the Horn reefs on the coast o f 

Denmark, the coast is a seaman's nightmare. 

That such a uttoral should shelter . the second 

greatest naval Power of the day is a measure 

of the stern activity, of the resolute determina

tion, displayed by these seekers for the sea. 

It may be asked why this point has been 

dwelt upon. The answer is that it is here, 

in the area described, that must be fought ou t 

the battle for the mastery of the sea. It 

was not for us to cherish d elusions that the 

High Sea Fleet of Germany was going to remain 

in port 'for ever. Naval strategy, no less than 

that of the land, decrees the waiting for the righ t 

moment to strike. In the past many people 

were . misled by "frantic boast and foolish 

word" of ·the self-appointed champions of 

German sea expansion; and were intensely 

surprised that the lightning-like " hussar 

stroke," which was to follow immediately 

on the declaration of war, was not attempted. 

But however much the gallant officers and men 

of the High Sea Fleet might be longing to get 

at their enemy, it was c~rtain that they would 

not be loosed on their mission until a favourable 

opportunity occurred. In the meanwhile the 

policy of attrition on the military side, and the 

destruction of mercantile shipping on the com

mercial side, was being worked for all that it 

was worth. Also," in spite of spite," we have 

to admit that the German Navy did well. 

Both: their torpedo attacks and their raids on 

our merchantmen were attended with far 

more success than we cared to contemplate; 

and we could salute those brave an'd enter

prising officers · who had deserved so well of 

their service and their country. 

In the past we h eai'd that war if it came 

would mo, t certainly be at "Germany's 

selected moment"; that the programme she 

had mapped out for herself would be carried 

out, and that before war had been d eclared halt 

an hour determined and d esperate attacks by 

torpedo craft would have seriously impaired 

the fighting efficiency of our fleet. As we all 

know, this did not happen; England was read.) 

and there was no chance for the surprise attacl{. 

What, then, was left for the weaker combatant 

to accomplish? We were not left long in 

doubt; with an utter disregard of the rights of 

neutrals, mines were laid wherever the mine

layers could succeed in dropping their deadly 

cargoes near by the waters of the United 

Kingdom. On Wednesday, August 5, H.M.S. 

Al:nphion and the third destroyer flotilla fell 

in with the Konigin Luise some forty miles from 

Antwerp; . this vessel, a Hamburg-Ameril<a 

liner of about 2,000 tons , had been converted 

into a minelayer, and probably carried four to 

five hundred mines. What her destination \;Vas 

is lmknown, but it is likely to have been the 
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mouth of the Thames, where, h ad she succeeded 

,in her mission, the destruction wrought would 

certainly have been considerable. Summoned 

.to surrender after a chase which lasted some 

hours, she declined, and was accordingly sunk 

by gun fire; twenty-eight wounded men from 

her crew were brought into Harwich and landed 

from the destroyers. We had not long to wait 

for an indication of the deadliness of the mine 

·as a passive instrument of warfare, as on the 

'following day H.M.S. Amphion struck a mine 

and foundered almost immediately. She was 

a new ship of 3,440 tons and had cost some 

£280,000; in h er case, fortunately, a consider

;able proportion of the crew, including her 

commanding officer, Captain Cecil H. Fox, were 

:saved. On Sunday, August 9, an attack was 

made by Gerrnan sul:,>marines on the first light 

·cruiser squadron; this was quite in accordance 

with the "attrition" tactics of the foe, but it 

-ended unfortunately for him, as one German 

submarine was sunk, the U15. Subsequently 

the First Lord of the Admiralty telegraphed to 

the Lord Mayor of Birmingham as follows: 

" Birmingham will be proud to' learn that the 

first German submarine destroyed in the war 

was sunk by H.M.S. Birmingham." 

Whenever and wherever it was possible the 

enemy laid his mines, and had it not been for 

the counter m easures of the British Admiralty 

the narrow seas by a very early date in the 

course of hostilities would have been closed to 

navigation a ltogether; save at a risk that few 

ma.riners would have cared to undertake. An 

antidote was provided in the shape of a special 

section of the Royal Naval Reserve, which was 

employed in mine sweeping. At the beginning 

of the war there were 142 officers and 1,136 

men employed in this duty, and the numbers 

both of men an~ craft employed were after

wards considyrably augmented. The craft were 

trawlers, the men fishermen, brave Inen, almost 

SINKING OF H.M.S. "AMPHION." [Bcckelt. 

This photograph was taken 30 seconds after the magazine had exploded. 
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H.M.S ... PATHFINDER." (Cribb, Southsea. 

Sunk by a German submarine on the East Coast. 

unimaginably hardy, and who knew the North 

Sea as intimately ·as;· the landsman knows, the 

inside of his bedroom. Their ,method of con

ducting their special' business was with a 

weighted steel hawser between two trawlers, 

which, going· '.ahead abreast ·of 'one another, in 

this manner sweep the bed of the ocean. When 

the hawser .strikes",the'mooring of 'a mine, ,the 

n-une . is brought to the surface /.and rendered 

harmless by being exploded by a shot from an 

·accompanying ·destroyer. 

On August 1.9 the British Admiralty, 

through the Press Bureau, announced .that 

"a certain liveliness" was ; noticeable in 

the North Sea; that enemy vessels had 

made ·their appearance: destroyers, scouting 

cruisers, and suchlike ,poU8siere navale, as 

the French call'· their subsidiary units; but 

although some long-range shots were exchanged, 

and although cruisers were invited to come ou,t 

from the coast 'and to destroy destroyers flying 

the White Ensign, which were moving with 

somewhat sUHpicious slowness towards sister 

vessels tucked away beneath the distant blue

grey horizon line, the net was . spread idly in 

the sight 'of a bird too wideawake to be thus 

decoyed. The" liveliness" announced by the 

Press Bureau did not extend itself to the main 

fleet of Admiral von Ingenohl. 

During the third week in August,a sweep had 

been made of the waters between the British 

and the German coasts, but the naval forces of 

the German Empire were still apparently 

stowed away in the Kiel Canal, or in the well

protected ",,'aters adjacent to that strategical 

waterway. 

Then at last came an action in the H eligoland 

Bight. Both strategically and tactically this 

action was full of instruction. It was also the best. 

of omens for sU.bsequent battles afloat, as the 

insight displayed by the higher command was: 

no less admirable than the tactical disposition,; 

carried out, and the gallantry of the officers 

and men employed in the action. " The Saucy 

Arethusa" added another wreath to that 

chaplet of fame which has ever surrounded the 

name of the famous ,frigate ,that tcaptured the 

Belle Poule. In what manner it was disco vered 

that the enemy was on the move, that cruisers,. 

submarines, and rlestroyers; were "showing a 

certain liyeliness," we have not been· .told ;: 

but 'from the despatch of Vice-Admiral Sir 

David Beatty it ·, is easy to see that · the ' fleet 

did not reach a certain · rendezvous merely t o

take part in another sweeping movement; in 

fact this theory is dispose<i of by R ear-Admiral 

Christian, H.M.S. Euryalus, who speaks of " a 

reconnaissance in force with the object of 

attacking the enemy's light cruisers and 

destroyers." The disposition of ' for(,e seems 

to have been as :follows: Outside of all were 

the battle cruisers which ,,,ere " watchfully 
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'waiting"; then the cruiser force, waiting also 

,e watchfully" to intercept any enemy vessels 

'Chased to the westward; and lastly the 

Arethusa and Fearless, accompanied by the 

:f:irst and third flotillas of destroyers, which 

flotillas were short of four ships-the Hornet, 

Tigress, Hydra and Loyal. 

On August 21, while the cruiser force was 

coaling, a message was r eceived from a light 

cruiser by wireless, "Am being chased by 

enemy's cruisers," followed a few nlinutes after

wards by " Am engaging enemy's cruisers." 

Great is the discipline of the Navy; but it 

is to be feared that the busy silence of coa.ling 

s hip on this occasion was broken by many 

whispered conversations; to be exchanged for 

a subdued cheer when through the coherers 

·of the wireless came the message, "Proceed at 

o nce to the assistance of Fearless." The colliers 

were immediately cast off and the five cruisers 

s wept out to sea like !:,'Teyholmds slipped from 
t he leash. But in the end disappointment 

awaited them. The elusive, tantalising, well

named Fearless had drawn the enemy awa,y 

;from his coasts-near enough even to shell the 

audacious fleeing twenty-seven-knot light 

cruiser. 

But the ecstasy of combat for which they 

yearned was not long to be denied to them; 

for at 3.30 a.m. on Friday, August 28, the 

F earless and Arethusa, the latter vessel the 

pioneer ship of a new class and less than three 

days out of the builders' hands, escorted by 

some twenty destroyers, were advancing in a 

[h eath,l'tymourh. 

COMMODORE TYRWHITT, 

H. M. S. "Arethusa." 

south-westerly direction at twenty knots, on a 

course that would bring them to a point some 

six miles south and three miles west of Heligo

land. Before we proceed with the story of the 

action it is well t~ draw attention to the 

Arethusa and the conditions in which she went 

into battle. Whenever a ship is commissioned 

H.M.S. "BERWICK," [London N ews A eency . 

Which captured a German armed merchant cruiser and two colliers in Atlantic waters. 
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[Speaight. 

VICE.ADMIRAL SIR DA VID BEATTY, 
I n command of the First Battle Cruiser Squadron. 

it naturally takes her some time to shake down; 

for the officers to know their men; for the men 

to know their officers. ' There are naturally a 

thousand and one things to be done before she 

attains to the status of a well-ordered man-of

war. None of these things had been done, none of 

them could have been ·done; save and except 

the assignment of the company to their stations. 

They had never worked together; they were 

strangers in all to one another; strangers save 

for that cord which bound them indissolubly . 

The day on which the battle occurred was 

brilliantly fine but extremely haz.y, while the 

sea was so smooth that Admiral Beatty reports 

the trf'Lck of a torpedo fired could easily be 

traced by the wake of bubbles that these fear

some instruments of war leave upon the surface 

of the water. At 8 o 'clock dim shadows 

became visible through the mist to the r econ

noitring English ships; these were soon dis 

covered to be six German destroyers. Course 

was altered six points to port and orders given 

to engage as soon as possible. At 8.30 a.m. 

fire was opened by the Arethusa and some of 

the destroyers, and at 8.45 a .m . the course was 

altered again, bringing the rest of the destroyers 

into the fight. 

At the same time three German cruisers 

of the same cla.."s as the British "Town" 

cruisers were s ighted. (The "Town" class,. 

of which at the outbreak of \'lar there were 

fifteen in the British Navy, are ligh t cruisers 

ranging from 4,800 to 5,400 tons) . These

shi.ps came into action and the fight became· 

general. The Gennan fire was fa irly well 

directed on the whole, though many of the shots. 

fell short and exploded on striking the wat er. 

In spite of this the Arethusa came in for sev ere 

handling b etween 9 a.m. and 9.45 , and a t . 

10 o'clock she had to haul out t emporarily, 

as only h er foremost 6-inch gun was capable· 

of continuing to ·fire. Why at this juncture· 

the German cruisers did not close in and 

complete h er destruction only the cornmanders. 

of those vessels could explain. The fact. 

r emains, however, that they did not follow 

up what was an undoubted success, and after 

55 minutes' strenuous work on board of the 

British light cruiser she steamed into action 

again. In Commodore Tyrwhitt ' s official 

report he states: 

Two cruisers with four and two funnels resp ectively 
were sighted on the port bow at 7.57 a.m., the nearest of 
which was engaged. Arethusa received a heavy fire 
from both cruisers and several destroyers until 8.15~ 

when the four-funnelled cruiser transferred h er fire to 
Fearless. Close action was continued with the two
funnelled cruiser on converging courses unt il 8.25, when 
a 6-inch proj ectile from Arethusa wrecked the fore bridge 
of the enemy, who at once turned away in t h e direction 
of Heligoland, which was sighted slightly on the sta.rboarcl 
bow at the same time. All ships were at once ordered to 
turn to the westward, and shortly afterwards speed was 
reduced to 20 knots. During this action Arethusa had 

[Symonds, Portsmouth. 

COMMODORE W. E. GOODEN OUGH. 
Who t ook part in the act ion in the H eligoland Bight . 
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H.M.S. "CUMBERLAND.'" [London News Agency. 

This cruiser made many captures off the Cameroon Ri.ver. 

been hit many times and was considerably · damaged: 
only one 6-inch gun remained in action, all other gtms and 
torpedo tubes having been temporarily, disabled. 

By this time the German formation had 

become very ragged and several of their des

troyers were out of the fight, apparently fully 

occupied in attempting to keep themselves 

. afloat. As the struggle progressed, the Arethusa 

continued to monopolise most of the enemy 

fire, and a shell which , damaged her feed tank 

materially reduced her speed. She was, not

withstanding, able to continue, and it soon was 

evident that one of the German cruisers was 

in a bad way: two of her funnels had gone, 

also her mainmast, and she was blazing furi

ously amidships; she continued, nevertheless, 

to keep up a spirited fire from her foremost 
and after gLms. 

A comparison between the Arethusa and 

t he Mainz may be appropriate here. The 

British ship launched in 1913 was 3,520 tons; 

30,000 horse-power; speed, 29 knots. She 

was armed with two 6-inch and six 4-inch 

gLIDS and f01.11' above-water torpedo tubes 

that discharged the 21-inch torpedo. The 

German cruiser was latffiched in 1909 and was 

4,350 tons; horse-power (designed), 20,000; 

speed, 25'5 knots. Arrn'ament, twelve 4'1-inch 

gLms; two machine; and two l.mder-water 

torpedo tubes firing the 18-inch torpedo. 

It will be seen that the British cruiser design 

was much superior ·to the German. The 

smaller vessel was 3' 5 knots the faster. The 

British 6-inch .gtm fired a 100 lb. projectile, 

the British 4-inch gun fired a 25 lb. shot, the 

German 4'1 one of 31 Ibs . 

So far the battle had been waged by the 

light cruisers and destroyers alone on OLU' side ;. 

out to seaward, however, enemy sublnarines 

were engaged in attacking the Battle Cruiser 

Squadron ;the water was smooth, the submarines 

were detected in time, .and Admiral Beatty, 

manCBuvring at high speed, had no difficulty 

in avoiding these unpleasant attentions. Mean

while all ears were strained on board the big 

ships listening to the sounds of the distant 

firing. No doubt many impatient comments 

were passed at not being allowed to have a 

hand in the game. But at last their time 

came. The official report from Admiral Beatty 

runs :-

At 12.15 Fearless and First Flotilla were sighted 
retiring west. At the same time the Light Cruiser 
Squadron was observed to be engaging an enemy ship 
ahead. They appeared to have her beat. I then 
s~eered N.E. to sounds of firing ahead, and at 12.30 p.m. 
SIghted Arethusa and Third Flotilla retiring to the 
westward engaging a cruiser of the Kolberg class on our 
port bow. I steered to cui her off from Heligoland, and 
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[Heath. Plymouth. 

COMMODORE ROGER KEYES, 

Commanding Submarine Flotilla. 

at 12.37 opened fire. At 12.42 the enemy turned to the 
N.E. , and we chased at 27 knots. At 12.56 p.m. sighted 
and engaged a two·funnelled cruiser ahead. Lion fired 
two salvoes at her, which.took effect; and she disappeared 
into the mi t burning furiously and in a sinking con· 
dition. I n view 'of the mist and that she was steering at 
high speed at right angles to the Lion, who was steaming 
at 28 knots, the Lion's firing was very cred itable . 

It. would appear that only the Lion among the 

big ships actually fired, the r emainder arriving 

on the scene to see the German cruiser Mainz 

lying on her beam ends with only a propeller 

and h er starboard quarter sho'vving, while a 

heap of wreckage marked the spot where the 

Koln had gone down; and a dim ruddy glare 

in the haze showed where the third cruiser 

was drif ting away, her hull a blazing furnace. 

The account of the action issued through t.he 

Press Bureau speaks thus of the destroyers 

engaged.: -

Alt hough only two of the enemy destroyers were 
a ctually observed to sink, most of the eighteen or twenty 
boats rounded up and attacked were well punish ed , and 
only saved t hemselves by scattered flight . The superior 
gun power a nd strength of the British destroyers, ship 
for ship, was conclusively demonstrated. The destroyers 
themselves did not hesitate to engage th~ enemy cruisers, 
both with gun and torpedoes, with h ardihood, a nd two 
of them, the L aurel and Liberty. got knocked about in 
the process . Intercepted German signals a nd other 
information from German sources confirms the report of 
Vice ·Admiral B eatty as to the sinking of the third 
,German cruiser, which now appears to have been t h e 
Ariadne .... The complements of the five German 
vessels known to have been sunk aggregated about 
1,200 officers and men, a ll of whom, with the exception of 
some 330 wounded and nnwounded prisoners, perished. 

Besides this there is the loss, which mus t have been 
severe, on board the German torpedo boats (t.he Germans 
n ever use t h o term " d estroyers") and othe r c ruisers 
which did not sink in t he action. The total British 
casualties amounted to 69 killed arid wounded, among 
whom must, however, be inc luded two ol-Rcers of excep· 
tion a l merit- Lieutenant·Commandel' Nigel K. "T. 
Barttelot and Lieutenant Eric \V. P. Westmacott. All 
t h e British sh ips will be fit for service in a week 01' t en 
d ays. The success of t his operation was due, in the first 
instance, to the information brought to the Admira!ty 
b y the submarine officers, who have dm'ing t h e pas t 
three weeks showed extraordinary daring and enterprise 
in p enetrating t h e enemy's waters . 

A remarkable d es cri ption of this action 

was given in a letter of an officer to the .1VI01ning 
Post :-

The Mainz was immensely gallant. The last I saw 
of h er, a bsolutely wrecked a low and aloft, h er whole 
midships a fuming inferno. She had one gun forward 
and one aft still spitting forth fury a nd defiance, " like a 
wild cat mad with wounds." Our own four-funnelled 
friend recommen ced at t his juncture ' with a couple of 
salvoes, but rather h alf-heartedly ; and we reall y did not 
care a damn, for there straight ahead of us in .lordly 
procession, like elephants walking through a p ack of 
pi-dogs, came the Lion, Queen Mary, Inv incible, and 
New Zea land, our battle cruisers. Great and grim and 
uncou th as some antediluvian monsters, how solid they 
looked , how utterly earth.quaking! W e pointed out our 
latest aggressor to them, whom they could not see from 
where they were, and they passed down t he field of 
battle with the litt le d estroyers on their left and the 
destroyed on their right, and we went west while they 
went east, and turned north betwee!l poor four-funnels 
and h er home, and just a little la t er we heard the 
thunder of their guns for a space, then a ll silence, and we 
knew. Then wireless-;-Lion to a ll ships and destroyers 
- " Retire ." 

That was all. Rernains only little details, only one of 
which I will tell you. The most romantic, dramatic and 
piquant episode that modern war can ever show. The 
D efender, having sunk a n enemy, lowered a whaler t o 
pick up h er swimming sm'vi vors; before t he whaler got 
b ack an enemy's cruiser calUe up and chased the D efender, 
and thus sh e abandoned h er whaler. I magine their 
feelin gs : a lone in an open boat without food, 25 miles 

[Central N m ·s. 

REAR-ADMIRAL A. H. CHRISTIAN, 
H.M.S . "Euryalus." 
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THE SINKING OF THE "MAINZ/' 
Sketch, constructed from authoritative sources, depicting the last moments of the ,. Mainz," which was 
finished off by the" Fearless," and Commodore Goodenough's Light Cruiser Squadron. (See pate 12.) 

from the nefl,rest land, and that land the enemy's fortress, 
with nothing but fog and foes around them. Suddenly a 
swirl alongside, and up, if you please, pops His Britannic 
Majesty's submarine E4, opens his conning tower, takes 
them all on board, shuts up again, dives, and brings 
them home 250 miles! Is not that magnificent? No 
novel would dare face the critics with an episode like 
that in it, except, perhaps, J ules Verne; and all true. 

At the time of the action it was widely 

reported that German officers had fired on their 

men while in the water. This, ,however, 

appears not to have been the case. What 

happened was that the men in the Mainz, seeing 

the approach of the battle cruisers, were seized 

with panic and were deserting their guns. Then 

it was that the officers fired upon them as they 

fled across the deck and flung themselves over

board. Out-generalled, out-manamvred and 

out-fought, we can still give every credit 

to the German officers; they fought their ships 

till they sank beneath them, and more than this 
no man can do. 

lt is perhaps somewhat difficult to take a 

perfedly calm and judicial survey of a success-

ful feat of arms performed by one's own 

countrymen; nevertheless, restraining all 

enthusiasm, let us look at it from four points 

of view. These are ( 1) reconnaissance, (2) 

strategy, (3) tactics, (4) discipline and training 

as exemplified in the actual fighting. 

In all military operations efficient recon

naissance must precede action. From August 5 

until August 28, the date of the Heligoland 

action, .the enemy must have been kept under 

constant surveillance by the submarines. 

The doings of the enemy were faithfully 

arid accurately reported to the higher command. 

In their hands lay the decision when, where, and 

at what time to attack; also to decide what force 

was necessary. Here, again, nothing was 

left to chance, and that first principle of having 

an overwhelming force at the right place and at 

the right time was carried out with success. 

The question arises very naturally, what 

would h ave happened had the main German 

fleet sallied fort.h, as it might very well have 
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done, in support of its lighter craft? In that 

case would not the whole operation have been 

seriously endangered? The answer to ~his is 

that though we know Vice-Admiral Beatty and 

his Battle Cruiser Squadron were in support, 

and that they came into action exactly as it 

were to tinle-table, we are not told what ships 

were held in reserve behind his force. Had 

the enemy battle fleet elected to come out, 

no doubt they also would have found as warm 

a welcome as did their sisters, the cruisers 

and destroyers. Tactically the battle left 

nothing to be desired. W'ith the screen of 

cruisers for" cripple stopping," with the sup

port of the battle cruisers, the light cruisers 

and flotillas went gaily about their work. 

There were Illoments of peril , for some, as we 

have seen in the case of the Arethusa, also in 

the Laurel, the leader of the third flotilla, 

which came upon the German cruisers un

supported by any of our vessels of that class. 

Bein~ in action with two destroyers and a cruiser 

at the same time, she was badly knocked about, 

and was only saved by the timely appearance of 

the British cruisers when only three rounds of 

ammunition remained in her lockers. But 

there must be critical moments in any battle 

either by land or sea . 

. Fine and gallant as' was the action in the 

Heligoland Bight, it was still, as an operation 
of war, of comparatively minor importance 

from the point of view of the number of enemy 

ships destroyed and of officers and men put 

out of action. Where its real import.ance 

lies is as a test 'pase of capacity from the 

Commander-in-Chief in his flagship down to 

the boy on the lower deck. The nation was 

entitled to draw from this brilliant little affair 

the highest hopes for the future. 

Continuing our record chronologically we 

next come to the loss of the Speedy) a gunboat, 

which struck a mine and foundered, her 

bottom blown out by one of those con

trivances with which the North Sea had been 

strewn by the enemy. She was an old vessel 

of small fighting capacity and the cas ualties 

wel.'e few in nmuber. It was noticed at this 

time that in nearly every case the locality . 

in which the mines were laid was some thirty 

miles from the shore, and almost opposite to the 

commercial harbours on the East coast. 

The loss of the Speedy occurred on Septem

ber 3, and on Sat-t:u'day, September 5, the nation 

had to, mourn the loss of the Pathfinder, a 

light cruiser of 2,940 tons, and a complement 

of 268 officers and men; unfortunately in her 

case there was considerable loss of life, This 

vessel was sunk off May Island) Firth of F orth , 

AN ENGLISH MINE READY TO BE PUT OVERBOARD. [Record Press. 
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A SUBMARINE MINE EXPLOSION. [Sport and Gen<>lal. 

by a Germ.an subm.arine. There 'was some 

question at first if she had not struck a mine, but 

the statements of .the survivors are quite clear 

that the periscope of their ftssailant was seen. 

Tl1f> s urvivors were r escued by the destroyer 

Stag after being in the water for an hour and 

seventeen minutes. On September 15 the 

H ela, a German light cruiser, was sunk by 

Suhmarine E9 six miles :::;outh of H eligoland. 

She was a vessel of 2,040 tons , with a comple

m ent of 178, and was of small fighting value. 

During September an order \\"as issued b y 

the Admiralty to the effect that., as it had 

b ecome obvious that minelaying was still 

going on, a lso that no ship dared to sh ow a 

German flag in the North Sea, the mines must 

be laid by vessels under a n eutra l flag. Con

sequently it was the duty of a ll ships, while 

observing due courtesy to n eutral cOlUltries, 

t.o stop and search every vessel that hove in 

sight. Such an order as this is much easier 

to give than to obey, as the North Sea compared 

to other highways of the ocean is as the Strand 

a t midday to a sleep y COlUltry lane. On the 

D ogger Bank, and in the sh allows between 

the lVl aas Light and T ersch elling, fishu1.g boats 

alone are often to be counted by the score; 

and active agents of the enemy no doubt 

frequently received most valuable information 

as to the mOV81uent.s of British men-of-war 

from perfectly well-meaning and lmsnspicious 

fish errnf'n . Tt i~ the opinion of many persons 

that it 'was this that led · directly to the 

misfortune which happened on September 22. 

For weeks after the outbreak of war calms 

and fogs and smooth seas prevailed in the 

North Sea. On September 11 a complete 

change came in the weather, and for the 

next ten days, right up to the morning of the 

22nd, it blew furiously with a high short steep 

sea, characteristic of these waters, and the wind 

was accompanied by frequent blinding d eluges 

of rain. The line of the patrol was moved 

something further along to the north, and was, 

for the most part, carried out v;rithout the 

accompanying destroyers, the weather b eing 

far too bad for these small craft to keep the sea. 

This weather culminated in a whole gal!3 on 

September 18, in ,.vhich the force of the wind 

was quite exceptional for northern latitudes, 

and almost paralleled that of the cyclone or 

the typhoon. On the 21st, the wind ha""ving 

moderated somewhat, arrangmuents were luade 

for the destroyers to come out of harbour on 

the morning of the 22nd and to join the 
Aboukir, the Hogue, and the Cressy about 

10 a.m. The morning broke cloudless with 

no haze, a brisk northerly wind and a short 

choppy sea. The cruiser s had just separated 

out to their d ay patrol stations, three miles 

apart, wben a few minutes before 6.30 a.m. 

the Aboukir was seen to reel violently and then 

settle down with a list to port. The Aboukir 

h ad been struck by a torpedo. 
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H.M.S. "ABOUKIR," 
Sunk by a German submarine in the North Sea • . 

We will now quote the words of an eye
witness of the disaster: 

There was only one explosion, and most of the onlookers 
were of opinion that she (the Ab6ukir) had struck a 
mine, and following their first and strongest impulse, 
both the Cressy and Hogue closed in at once to save life. 
At 6.55 a.m. the Hogue was within a quarter of a mile of 
the Aboukir on her starboard bow, with the Cressy a 
similar distance away on the other side. The Aboukir 
had started to lower her starboard seaboat, but the list 
had beoome ao great that she stuck and could not be got 
away. The sun was shining very brightly, and the red 
glow of her copper bottom with the pink naked bodies of 
the men as they climbed down her sides made a picture 
that will never be forgotten. 

Some jumped in, others sat down and slid, still others 
contented themselves with walking a few paces .as the 
vessel heeled over. Suddenly, with two tremendous 
crashes, one immediately after the other, the Hogue was 
struck, both torpedoes exploding in the same place, just 
aft of the starboard after bridge. The ship leapt up 
like a rowelled horse (she is a vessel of 12, 000 tons, so 
this gives some idea of the violence of the explosion) ; 
and quivered all over, just as a steel spring will quiver 
when firmly held at one end and sharply struck at the 
other. Looking over the side the twin lines of bubbles 
made by the torpedoes were plainly visible and led the 
eye at once to the first sight of the submarine's p eriscope. 
The Hogue's two seaboats h ad been got away, together 
with the launch, in aid of the Aboukir, and the latter with 
a number of saved was close to ·on the port bow. 
When the Hogue was struck she stood off a few yards 
and waited. Meanwhile another p arty were busy 
throwing overboard several planks and baulks of tin1ber 
whio' . had been used for the construction of t argets. 
The rest of the men stood quietly by waiting for the 
order to jump, and passing the time in slipping off their 
clot hes. After a few minutes the order came and the 
men went in. Unfortunately, obeying a natural impulse, 
by far the greater majority went off the port bow cloc;e 

The" Hogue" and" Cressy" were of the same class. 

to where the launch lay, and as the Hogue disappeared 
about six minutes after she h ad been struck scores of them 
clung to the gunwales of the launch until she was unable 
to stand the strain and fell to pieces, precipitating her 
own crew and those unfortunates already saved from the 
Aboukir. What followed is best left to the imagination, 
suffice it to say that nearly all those from the Hogue who 
were lost p erish ed h ere. 

By something like a II?iracle, as the Hogue 

went down, she partially righted, with the 

result that the steam picket boat and st eam 

pinnace both floated off her undamaged, and 

in this manner many of the survivors were 

saved. At this juncture the Cressy came up, 

and-says the narrative--" opened fire with 

both batteries on the submarines (sic)." She 

continued the work of rescue until she herself 

was struck amidships by two torpedoes and 

sank almost at once. The Flora, of Y muiden, 

and a Lowestoft trawler did noble work in 

rescuing those still floating about in the water 

when they. arrived on the scene, also the Titan, 

of Rotterdam. The men from the boats wer e 

taken on board the steamers, and when it 

became clear that no more survivors co-uId be 

picked up each len for its own port. A:::; the 

Flora st eamed away eye-witnesses stated posi 

tively that three conning towers of submarines 

were sighted, yet the German account declared 

that only one was engaged in this action, so 

disastrous in its loss of life to the British Navy .. 
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,Judged by modern standards the fight.ing 

powers of the sunken cruisers was not great, 
and, . as a purely material loss; the d eduction 

from our sea strength was insignificant. Part 

of the official comment issued by the Secret ary 

of the Admiralty runs thus : 

The loss of nearly 60 officers and 1,400 men would not 
have been grudged if it had been brought about by 
gunfire in an open action, but it is particularly. dis
tressing under the conditions that prevailed. . The 
absence of any of the ardour and excitement of an 
engagement did not, however, prevent the display of 
discipline, cheerfUl courage, and ready self-sacrifice 
among all ranks and ratings exposed to the ordeal. 

We cannot close this episode ~ the history 

of the war without recording the noble sym

pathy, the practical goodness, the whole

hearted compassion shown to the British 

sailors by the Dutch people of all ranks and 

classes. Their true philanthropy was one of 

the brightest spots in the almost unrelieved 

gloom of a terrible sea tragedy. . 

On October 3 the Secretary of the 

AdIl1iralty communicated the following: 

The German policy of minelaying, combined with 
their submarine activities, makes it necessary on military 
grounds for the Admiralty to adopt counter measures. 
His Majesty's Government have therefore authorised a 
mine-laying policy in certain areas, and a system of mine
fields has been established and is being developed upon 
a considerable scale. 

In oraeI' to reduce risks to non-combatants, the 
Admiralty announce that it is dangerous henceforward 
jor ships to cross t he area between 

Latitude 5 1° 15' N. and 51° 40' N. and 
Longitude 1° 35' E. and 3° E. 

In this connection it must be remembered that the 
southern limit of the German mine fi eld is Latitude 

52° N. Although these limits are a<;signed to the danger . 
area, it must not be supposed that n avigation is safe in 
any part of the southern waters of the North Sea. 

Instructions have been issued to His Majesty's ships 
to warn east-going vessels of t he presence of this new 
mine field. 

On Oct.ober 15 H.M.S. Hawke, a cruiser of 

7,350 tons, was torpedoed and sunk "in the 

Northern waters of the North Sea." Her 

com.plement was normally 544 officers and 

men; of these three officers and 49 men were 

landed at Aberdeen fish market by the steam 

trawler Ben Rinnes, and subsequently one 

officer and twenty men were saved from a raft. 

H.M.S. Theseus, a sister ship to the Hawke, was 

also attacked at the same time, but was un

damaged. Toe Hawke was an old ship of the 

1890-91 programme. 
We now come to the next act in this tre

mendous drama' which, on October 17, 

resulted in the sinking of the four German 
I 

, destr~yers S U5, S U7, S U8 and S U9 off the 

Dutch coast. The. official r eport ran: 

The new light cruiser Undaunted (O'aptain Ceci! H. 
Fox), accompanied by the destroyers La.nce (Co=ander 
W.: de M. Egerton), Legion (Lieutenant C. F. AIlsup), 
and Loyal (Lieutenant F. Burges Watson), engaged four 
German destroyers off the Dutch coast yesterday 
afternoon. AIl the enemy's destroyers were sunk. The 
British loss in the destroyer action yesterday was one 
officer and four men wounded. The damage to the 
British destroyers was slight. There are 31 ' German 
survivors prisoners of war. 

An interesting circumstance in connexion 

v,7J.th this lively and successful little action is 

the fact that the senior officer present in the 

light cruiser Undaunted was Captain Cecil H. 

H.M.S. , . HAWKE," [Record Press . 

Sunk by a German submarine in the North Sea. 
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H.M.S ... LION" SINKING THE "KOLN." (See page 12.) 

Fox. This officer took part in the first action 

of the war when, in the Amphion, he was 

instrumental in the d estruction of the mine

layer Konigin Luise; his next adventure was 

when the Amphion waR Rent to the bottom by 

a mine, and he himself had a marvellous escape. 

The explosion of the first mine knocked him 

insensible. H e recovered, and was able to 

leave the ship three minutes before she went 

down under the shock of a second explosion, 

when he saw a 6-inch gun b elonging to his 

wrecked command turning over and over in 

the air like a baby's toy. He was then 

appointed to the new destroyer leader Faulkner, 

which was building in this country for Chile 

when war was declared. Only a few 'days 

before the action h e was transferred to the 

Undaunted, the second light cruiser of a n ew 

class to be commissioned, the first having b een 

the Arethusa. The destroyers of the "L' 

class were part of the 1911-12 progTamme. 

They were formidable vessels of 35-knot speed, 

armed with three 4-inch guns and fm.l!' torpedo 

tubes-in pairs-discharging 21-inch tor

p edoes. 

The Gerrnal1 destroyers were older b oats, 

carrying only two 23-pounder guns, and not 

only were they slower, but there was absolutely 

no comparison b et'ween the accuracy of their 

shooting and that of the British craft engaged. 

The d estruction of the Hawk e took place on 

October 15, and by the sinking of the fom' 

German destroyers two days afterwards the 

balance as between the two navies was more 

than satisfactorily adjusted from our point of 

v iew. The loss of life, some 300 men in each 

case, was about the sanle, but the value of an 

obsolescent cruiser like the H awk e was far less 
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serious to England than that of four destroyers 

to Germany. 

In less than two hours the whole affair was 

over. In one acc01mt of the fight in was said 

that firing began at a range of from four to 

five miles. Whatever the distance may have 

been, the result was never in doubt for a 

moment owing to the superior aCCl.:tracy of the 

fire of the British destroyers. On the return 

of the Undaunted and the four destroyers that 

had been engaged they were given a warm 

reception by the warships in Harwich, by the, 

general public , and particularly by the w01mded 

soldiers in the hospital who were strong enough 

to get to the windows and cheer. 

On or about October 18 we had to mourn 

t.he loss of submarine E3. What her exact 

fate was, how she came by her end, even the 

British Admiralty did not seem to know. H er 

fate , no less than that of the ships lost on both 

sides, demonstrated how costly in human life 

modern naval warfare had become. Not only 

was it a fight to a finish-as it had always 

been-but he who lost the battle lost his life 

also, ·almost automatically, as the steel shells, 

the hulls of the warships, were no m a tch for the 

steel shells from the guns. 

In \~,ar, as Admiral Mahan has said with so 

much point, "It is no good snapping at the 

heels, one mllst strike straigbt at the heart. " 

The stroke at the heart had to b e delivered in · 

the waters of the North Sea, but there was one 

subsidiary theatre of enormous llnportance, 

even when compared with the northern area

the Mediterranean. By agTeement with 

France, Great Britain, in the event of war, 

charged herself with the entire range of the 

northern waters-she was also to lend assistance 

in the southern. The r esult of this cornpact 

was that the French Battle Fleet was at the 

outbreak of nostilities in the Mediterranean, 

and here tbe Republic was supported by the 

British Mediterranean Fleet. 

Those who had studied war in tiIl1e of peace 

knew· that one of the principal preoccupations 

of the French Gen eral Staff had been for 

y ears the question of how, ll1. the event of col

lision b etween the Triple Alliance ·and the 

Triple Entente , the French a rmies in Algt)ria, 

nlm1.b ering 120,000 first-line troops, were to b e 

ferried across the t ideless sea from Algeria to 

the Midi. Mos t of. the manCBuvres "lmdertaken 

by the Fren ch Navy of late years had h a d 

this problem as one of the underlying ideas of 

their w ork, and much ingenuity h ad gone to 

its solution. Italy, however, having refused to 

come in and wage a war of pure aggression 

t.hat was none of her business, and fOf the 

waging of which she was not even consulted, 

the problem was reduced to elemental sin1.

plicity. In the Mediterranean there only 

remampd the weak Am;trian Fleet, which, 

imitatll1g the example of "the predominant 

partner." elected to remain "stowed away up 

a drain.)' This is not meant as any reflection 

on the gallant, sertmen of Austria. To come 

out was merely to invite destruction at the 

hands of overwhelming superiority of force. 

Alone among the conscript navies of the world 

our allies, the French, had to their hands a 

large supply . of seamen upon whom to draw 

for the manning of "l'Armee de la Mer." And 

the French "loup de mer" is a fine fellow, as 

our seamen could testify who fought with hiln 

so many tough battles from the day of Sluys, 

in the year 1340, down to the end of that 

"great war" that had its apotheosis in Tra

falgar. At the head of the sea forces of France 

was Admiral Boue de Lapeyrere, in whom 

England, no less · than France, had supreme 

confidence. No politician, even although he 

had held the position of Minister of Marine in 
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BELGIAN FISHERMEN WATCH A BRITISH 
MONITOR SHELL THE GERMAN 

, TRENCHES. 

Paris, no respecter of persons, all through his 

career this great seaman had but one ideal, 

the greater glory and the higher efficiency of 

the service . 

It would be the height of ingratitude on our 

part to undervalue the priceless service that 

France was to render to us on the sea. It was 

by the action of Boue de Lapeyrere and the 

fine fleet that he commanded that the Medi

terranean was a French and English la.ke· ; also 

that the Grand Fluet could k eep intact that 

iron ring which was drawn around the sea 

forces and the sea communications of the 

enemy. Also let it not be forgotten that France 

"nLS also r endering assistance in the Northern 

area of conflict, where she had a squadron of 

armoured cruisers , as well as quite a consider

able number of those small cr aft, su ch as 

destroyers and subn~arines , which, as b as been 

said, the Navy of the Republic design a t e as 

po'Ussiere navale- E arly in the war La Vie 

M an'tim e et Fluviale published a conversation 

b etween "un ancien comn~issaire " and its 

editor, IV[onsieur Ch arles Bof', once " rapporteur 

du budget d e la marine." 

The" ancien com nlissaire," like a good many 

other p eople , had observed tha t no a ction h a d 

b een fought b etween the French Fleet and 

that of the en em y , and asked the q,p.estion, " A 

quol bon desormais entret enir des escadres 

a ussi n ombreuses ? " the point of his argument 

being, that, as . the N avy was not fighting, it 

would be much b etter for the ships to r eturn 

into port and utili se the m ariner s in the fighting 

line on 8hore_ Driven into a corner, and 

being m a de to adm it that it was some use to 

allow the rnerchant ships of France and 

England to proceed wit,hout let or hindrance, 

the commissaire retLU'ned to the cha rge \~' i th 

the demand to know v,hy Cat- t aro h ad been 

bombarded b y the Fleet ? 

The answer to this was fairly comprehensive : 

He (that is to say, Admira l Boue d e L apeyr ere ) h as 
done tha t which was impera tive. H e h as seized up on 
Lissa as a base of opera tions . H e has t hus blockaded 
from a distance all the Austrian ports from Tries te as far 
as Pola. He bombarded Cattaro to facili tate the a ction 
of Montenegro ; and lying in wait in front of Pola , after 
having cleared the minefields with which the sea was 
strewn, he awaits t h e time wh en the Austrians sh a ll issue 
from their p or ts ... wh a t h e has d on e, in effect, is 
what the E nglish Admira l h as d one in the Nort h, who 
has blockaded Wilhelmshaven , Cuxh aven, and, in con
sequen ce, Bremen and H amburg and a lso the Cattegat, 
with the result that t h e German fl eet dares not come ou t 
into the open. I would ask you also t o observe tha t a t 
this moment German and Austr"o-Hungarian commer ce 
is ruined. Surrounded as they are by enemies n othing 
can reach their countries_ 

At the outbreak of war the German b a ttle 

cruiser Goeb en and the cruiser Breslau were 

in the Mediterranean. On August 6 it was 

reported that these two ships h ad been driven 

into Messina by British cruisers after an 

exciting chase, and on August 8 it w as hU'ther 

reported that they had left Messina for an 

unknown destination. That destination was 

the Dardanelles. A plucky attempt was made 

by the light crniser Gloucester to prevent the 

escape of the German ships. After a far cical 

sale of them to the TLU'kish authorities, Ger man 

crews and officer s were sent to Constantinople, 

nonlinally to man other ships of the T LU'kish 

Fleet. Finally, under the stimulus of his' 

German friends, Enver Pasha induced his un

happy cOLmtry to declare war on the 4AJlies. 

Otherwise , nothing of first-class importan ce 

from the naval point of view happened , or 

seem ed likely to h appen, in the Mediterranean. 

This · is easily explained by r eference to the 

opposing forces afloat in the middle sea. 

The Austrian forces consist ed of three Dread

nought battleships, the Viribus Unitis , T egett 

hoff, and Prinz Eugen ; six sm aller so-called 

battle -ships, of which the Zrinyi was sunk, 

and two arm oured cruiser s , besides sm all cr a ft _ 

To oppose this force the Fren ch h a d eigh t 

first -class Dreadnoughts in their first Batt le 
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THE BRITISH MONITOR ,. SEVERN." 
In the operations off the Belgian Coast the British monitors fired on the Germans with great effect. 

Squadron, five pre-Dreaclnought ships in their 

Second Squadron, six reserve b attleships, six 

arnlOured cruisers, and a number of older 

vessels, no doubt put into commission after the 

war b egan. The English "Mediterranean Flee t 

at the beginning of h ostilities consisted of 

three battle cruisers, four armoured cruisers, 

and four light cruisers , besides small craft. 

When Turkey had been drawn into the war 

we had to reckon ~-ith h er fleet, such as it was; 

but apart from those modern units the Goeben 

and the Breslau, the remainder of this sea force 

consisted of obsolescent vessels, and the service 

was informed throughout with an inefficienoy 

and a slackness on which German methods of 

hustle were likely to produce a confusion worse 

confounded. Since the days when the Ottoman 

emerged from the back of beyond in Asia 

Minor in 1453, down through the time of 

Soliman the Magnificent--when Turkey was 

at her apogee--to the present day, the Turk 

had been a useless person on the sea. 

Before leaving the subj ect of the Mediter

r an ean it is necessary to touch on a notification 

issued by the British Government to the repre 

sentatives of foreign maritime powers in Lon

don concerning the Suez Can al. It appeared 

that , contrary to all right and precedent, certain 

enemy merch ant ships wer e using the Canal 

as a sanctuary or refuge from capture. The 

conclusion of the n otificati on of our Govern

ment runs thus : 

His Maj esty's Government do not admit that the con
ventional right of free access to and use of the Cana,1 
enjoyed by merchant vessels implies any right to make 
use of the Canal and its ports of access for an indefinite 
t ime to escape capture, since the obvious result of 
permitting any such course must be greatly to incom
mode and even to block the use of the ports and Canal 
by other ships, and they are consequently of opinion 
that the E gyptian Government are fully justified in 
the st eps tha t they are taking to remove from the Cana l 
a ll enemy ships which have been long enough in the Canal 
ports to show clearly tha t they have no intention of 
departing in the ordinary way, and that they are putting 
the Canal and its ports to a use which is inconsistent 
with the use of the Canal in the ordinary way with other 
shipping. 

One answer to the question why the German 

High Sea Fleet did not leave the security of 

its harb01.u's is to b e found in the fact that on 

Germany's flank was another" fleet in being," 

in the shape of the sea forces of Russia. It is 

true that, measured by the modern standard , 

these were not v ery formidable, but Russia had 

a considerable number of cruisers, and in the 

interests of Germany Russia had to be watched 

closely in the Baltic, lest sh e should emba,rk 

in transports some ' of those troops that were 

b01md for B erlin. To leave the Baltic alto

gether l.mguarded by sea would be to invite the 

landing of RusBian troops on the then abso-
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THE "GOEBEN ., FLYING THE TURKISH FLAG. 

lutely defenceless littoral. It is true that the 

Russian Fleet was stfttic while her army was 

dynamic, but to release this static for~e, by 

the advance of all her available naval power 

into the North Sea, was ft thing that Germany 

could not and dared not do. 

Early in the war the Germans lost their fine 

new cruiser Magdeburg, a sister ship to the 

Breslau, in the B altic. She was of the 1911 

programme, and was 4,550 tons displacement. 

It was reported that she ran on shore in a fog 

and was blown up by her crew as a superior 

Russian force was approaching. The Times 

naval correspondent, commenting on this, said, 

" It seems more probable that the Russian ships 

engaged the enemy vessel, and that she was 

run ashore in the course of the action, and 

that the fight and her violent beaching accounted 

for the heavy casualty list." On Septem

ber 4 the Admiralty issued the statement 

that "seven German destroyers and torpedo 

boats have arrived at Kiel in a damaged con

dition " ; adding that, "it is understood that 

several others have been sunk in the vicinity 

of the Canal." At the time no explanation 

was given as to who was the enemy on this 

occasion. The Times published the following 

despatch from Petrograd on September 16 : 
The news of a disaster to the German fleet in the 

Baltic, already reported abroad, is confirmed by infor
mation received here. There appears to be no doubt 
whatever that the German warships fired on each other. 
All rumours of an engagem ent wit h the Russian fleet in 
~he Bal~ic are untrue. I gather from trustworthy 
mf~rmatlO?- ~hat a fa irly numerous flotilla, attended by 
crUlsers, while engaged in hunting down passenger 
steamers, mistook their own for enemy ships and 
engaged in a lively battle. The number of vessels 
crippled is unknown, but I have ascertained that several 

cruisers and destroyers entered Kiel badly mauled and 
riddled by shot and shell, and that many wounded 
were conveyed ashore. 

On October 10 the Russian armoured 

cruisers Admiral Makaroff, Pallada and Bayan, 

were on patrol duty in the Baltic. That morning 

the Admiral Makaroff was attacked by an 

enemy submarine as she was in the act of 

searching a sailing ship that she had stopped. 

Several torpedoes were fired at her, but h appily 

none took effect. On October 11, at 2 

o'clock in the af~ernoon, the enemy's sub

marines again attacked the Bayan and the 

P allada. A lively fire was kept up by the 

cruisers, but in spite of this, one of the sub

marines got home on the P allada with a tor

pedo; an explosion followed-the Pallada 

having probably b een struck under her maga

zine-and the ship sank, carryllJ.g all her ill

fated crew with her. The Pallada, an armoured 

cruiser of 7,775 tons, was built in 1906. 

On October 22 the Secretary of the 

Admiralty made the following announcement: 

The monitors Severn, Commander Eric J. A. Fullerton ; 
H.umber, Commander Arthur L. Snagge; and Mersey, 
LIeutenant-Commander Robert A. Wilson, h ave recently 
been en?aged in operations on the B elgian coast, firing 
~n the nght flank of the German army. Owing to their 
hght draught they h ave been a ble to contribute materially 
to the su ccess of the operations in the district, and have 
already abundantly justified their acquisition on the 
outbreak of war. In addi tion, detachments with 
machine guns h ave b een landed from these vessels to 
assist in the defence of Nieuport, where they performed 
meritorious service. 

With this announcement, of great importance 

for the operations in France, we close this 

phase of naval operations in the North Sea, 

B alt.ic, and Mediterranean_ 


