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I
NDIA, the nursery of soldiers, supplied the 

first Imperial contribution to the Empire 

in the field. The phenomenon of p olitical 

unity in the British I sles was repeated in 

the D ependen cy. 
For the first time in the history of that great 

continent ever y class, creed , and commlU1ity 

became articulate, and the voice of the three 

hundred m illions was lifted as on e. Discon tent; 

it seemed , had only been a phase of " His 

Majesty's Opposit ion "-there as h ere. In t he 

face of st.ern reality doctrinaire politics went to 

the wall. The loya l Indian became more loyal; 

unsought h e sh owed his loyalty and devotion 

without stint. The discontented Indian took 

thought. The unthinking masses stood b y 

the order of things. The military r aces were 

filled with a great h ope. It seem.ed that the 

time had com e at last when half t h e manhood 

of India Il1.ight b e called upon to lU1sheathe t h e 

sword. 

Only for a litt le while there was great sus

pense. Indian troops had n ever b efore been em

ployed on European soil in a war against white 

men, and there was fear that the precedent might 

still hold. The ignorance which prompted 

the scruple was one of thQ first illusions 
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.which the war swept away. In bringing 

"coloured troops" to France we opposed to 

the modern apostlesof Culture the descendants of 

Porus, to whose chivalry Alexander bore witness, 

sons of an ancient civilization admired of 

l\1egasthenes close on twenty centuries ago. 

To a race guilty of the blood of women and 

children we opposed the descendants of J eimul 

an:l Putta. It would be difficult to conceive 

in what terms the b ards of Rajput chivalry 

would celebrate a foe who drove women into 

t he field b efore his legions to protect them 

from the fire of the en emy. 

Of India's services in Egypt, China, Somali

land , and the Sudan little need be said. As 

long ago as 1801 in a similar European crisis the 

rnobility of our Indian army served us in good 

st ead when we dispatched troops to Egypt. 

In Manila, Macao, Java, and Bourbon Indian 

'oldiers have served the purposes of the Empire 

in conflict with European foes. 

South Africa, according to the fiat , was a 

"white man's war," but we must not forget that 

the Indian bearers' corps went with the per

sonnel of the Indian hospitals and were supple

mented by Indian settlers in Natal. These 

brave men, who were unarmed under fire 1 were 
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commended for their coolness, as were the 

drivers of Danjhibhoy, the Parseemail con

tractor's ambulance tonga corps. In a chapter 

of history the theme of which is the comrade

ship under arms of East and West these humble 

camp followers deserve an honoured place. 

In 1885, at the time of the Penjdeh incident , 

India passed through a crisis similar, though in 

a less degree, to that with which the cOlmtry 

was faced in the first week of August, 1914. 

Then, as now, the Ruling Chiefs and Feudatory 

Princes came forward with offers of aid. It 
was the Nizam of Hyderabad who first offered a 

large SUlll out of his revenues to Government to 

swell the war chest. Financial aid naturally 

suggested a contribution of troops; but in those 

days the local corps of the Ruling Chiefs were 

not trained and equipped on the same lines as 

the Indian Army. That they should be service

able on the field this was necessary, and out of 

the recognition of the need the Imperial Service 

Corps had its origin. 

The suggestion that the States should provide 

troops rather than gold as their contribution to 

the maintenance of peace commended itself to 

the Ruling Chiefs as well as to Government. 

Not only would these new corps lend added 

security to our frontiers; they would also pro

vide an honourable and lLseful career to men of 

good family and military antecedents, a cIa s 

who during long p eriods of peace and inaction 

might well deteriorate. 

There are races who suffer through suppressed 

chivalry, who feel the burden of peace. There 

was tragic pathos in the rust of the sword in 

States like Hyderabad, Gwalior, Jodhpur, and 

J ammu. The old military caste had lost its 

occupation. 

At the beginning of the great war the veteran 

Sir Pertab Singh, Maharaja Regent of Jodhpur, 

made an affecting speech to his subjects on 

the eve of his departure for the front. He told 

them that Englishmen were shedding their blood 

like water for a great cause. Englishmen had 

always been ready to do so, and had done so 

many years ago for the Raj put. States, and were 

ready to do so again. Now was the time for the 

Rajputs to show their gratitude, and, in turn, 

be prepared to shed their blood for the King

Emperor. That is the spirit in which the 

Rajput Chiefs regard the British connexion; 

and the same ties unite us and the Sikh and 

Mahomedan Rulers. More than a century 

ago we saved the Nizam's dominion from the 

Mahrattas and other encroaching neighbours. 

The Cis-S utlej Sikh States of Patiala, Nabha, 

and Jind would have been swallowed up by 

Ranjit Singh but for the protection of the 

Bri'tish Raj . A few years later these same 

States p erformed signal service for us during 

the Mutiny in k eeping the road open from the 

North to Delhi . Mutual services, fidelity to the 

pledged word, splendid military traditions, bind 

the British Government and their trusted allies 

by an indissoluble tie. 

The Imperial Service Troops* were organized 

on the same lines as the Class-Company regi

m.ents of the Indian Army, and as far as possible 

are r ecruited from the subj ects of their respec

tiv'e Rul ers, and not as in former days from 

outside the States. They are trained and 

inspected by picked British Officers of the 

Indian Army and commanded when possible 

by their Chief himself or one of his kin. In war 

time they are attached to t h e R egular Army 

under much the same status as t he troops of 

allies. When the European War broke out 

they had already seen service in China, Somali

land, in the R elief of Chitral, Tira h, and the 

Swat and Mohmund Expeditions. vVhenever 

there was trouble on the Frontier the Ruling 

Princes came forward with offers of military 

service; but thes8 were often n ecessarily 

disappointed, and the Chiefs m ight well begin 

to feel tha.t their soldierly occupation was gone, 

that their fine troops were to play a spectacul!Lr 

part m erely in the Imperial A..rmy. 

When war was declared they came forward 

t o a man and put a ll their troops and the 

r esources of their States at the service of the 

King-Emperor. t They offered their swords, 

* Twenty-seven of the la rger States in I ndia maintain 
Imperial Service Troops . The total strength of these 
forces is : Cavalry , ten regiments of four squadrons 
each , and one of three squadrons, with eight squadrons 
in corps of lesser strength t han three squadrons. 
Infantry, six eight-company battalions and six ' six
company battalions. Artillery, the two K ashmir 
mountain batteries; four companies of sappers, five 
mule or p ony transport corps, aggregating 1,650 army 
carts, two camel transport corps aggregating 1,200 
ca.mels, a fighting camel corps of 500 rifles, and three 
transport escorts for the protection of transport corps, 
provided by the State. 

The services of every corps were immediately placed 
at the disposal of the Government of India on the 
outbreak of war. The Viceroy accepted from twelve 
States contingents of cavalry, infantry, sappers, and 
transport, besides a cam el corps from Bikanir. These 
troops did not all land in France, deta ils being d etached 
t o East Africa, E gypt, and the P ersian Gulf. 

t From among the many Princes and N obles who 
volunteered for active service, the Viceroy selected the 
Chiefs of Jodhpur, Bikanir, Kishengarh , Rutlam, Sachin, 
Patiala, Sir Perta b Singh, R egent of Jodh·pur, the H eir
Apparent ofBhopal, and a brother of the Maharaja of Cooch 
Behar, together with other Cadets of noble families. 
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Commanding Indian Army Corps. 

their jewelry, their horses, theij' troops, their 

lives. The Nizam . of Hyderabad, as in 18 3:). 

CR-me forward with(a gift of ' a ll his. o 01'Ees and 

sixty lakhs of rupees (£400,000) to meet the 

expen ses of th e 1s t H yderabad Imperia l Ser

vice L ancers, maintained by the State, and the 

~Oth D eccan H orse, of 'whICh h e is · Colonel. 

The Maharaja of Mysore offered the p rincely 

gift of fifty lakhs of - rupees . The Maharaja 

Scindia contributed a. R ed Cross rnotor ·.ambu

lance fleet and, in combination with the B egw11 

of Bhopal and other Chiefs, a hospital ship. Al1 

this -was .in a ddition to large contributions to 

patriotic funds . Ever y Prince gave according to 

his r esources. In the L egislative Council an 

Indian membel'l stat ed the desire of the people 

of India, in addition to the ~ military assistance 

afforded, to share <in . the heavy financial bur

dens imposed by ' the war. The r esolution was 

Supported . ~by representatives of, various races 

and creeds, and was carried without et single 

:lissentient. The p eople of India, the innumer

able millions lmder ' the sole control' of the 

Government, were i equally lavish in their out

POLl!'ings and their demonstrations of loyalty. 

lIunclreds of t elegrams were received by the 

Viceroy ev er y day from communities and 

associations, religious, sociaL, and political, of 

all cLa.sses , castes and cr eeds, and also from 

indi v iduals, offering ' their:resources or asking 

for opportunities to prove their loyalty by 
p ersonal serv ice. 

And . from beyond the borders the r esponse 

was the same. From the grim Khyher, from 

Las Bela ·and Kelat in B eluchistan, drom the 

mounta.in h eights of ChiLral, promises of assist

a :1.ce and appeals . for enrolment were pressed 

upon the Government of India. The Prime 

lV[inister ~ \ of N epal, the great Gurkha State, 

offered the a rmy he controls. 

L ama of Tibet offered a 
The Dalai 

thousand of 
t hose brave ~nd kindly men who, in 1904, 

opposed our advance to Lhasa with. their 

matchlocks l and jingalls and bore us no ill -will 

for t h e toll they had to pay. The incarnation 

of Avalokitesvara, who was himself a fugitive 

at Urga in Mongolia, had since sought asylum 

with llS from a less merciful tfoe. And now 

in every gompa in Tibet, from holy Kailas by 

the Mansarowar Lake to the "precipice

encircled" monasteries?:of the Eastern Tsan~

Po, prayers · were chanted for the success of 
Oll!' a rms and for the happiness of the souls of a ll 

victims ..: of war. The:· monks ·-.droned them in 

litanies ' to the sOlmd of drLUns ; and cymbals 

and con ch shells , lint1the"dark:. halls, ·dimly lit 

with butter-lamps, .under the images of the 

impassive Buddha . 

[Elliott 6- F·ry. 

LT.-GENERAL H. B. B. WATKIS, C.B. 
Commanding Lahore Division, Indian ArI1,lY. 
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The King-Emperor's message* of September 9 

to the Princos and P eoples of his Indian 

Empire, in response to their devoted offers of 

service, sent a thrill of enthusiastic loyalty 

throughout the country. 

.. The King-Emperor's Message was as follows;

To THE PRINCES AND PEOPLES 0],' My I NDIAN EMPIRE; 

During the past few weeks the peop le~' of my whole 
Empire at home and Overseas have moved with one 
mind and purpose to confront and overthrow an unparal
leled assaul t upon the continuity of civilization and the 
peace of mankind. 

The calamitous conflict is not of my seeking. ¥y 
voice has been cast throughout on the side of peace. 
My Ministers earnestly strove to a llay the causes of 
strife and to appease differences with which my Empire 
was not concerned. Had I stood aside when in defiance 
of pledges to which my Kingdom was a party the soil 
of Belgium was vi0lated and her cities la id desolate, 
when the very life of the French nation was threatened 
with extinction, I sh ould h ave sacrificed my honour and 
given to destruction t h e liberties of my Empire and of 
mankind. I rejoiue that every part of the Empire is 
with me in this decision_ 

Paramount regard for treaty - faith and the pledged 
word of rulers and peop les is the common heritage of 
England and of India. 

Among ' the many incidents that have marked the 
unanimous uprising of the populations of my Empire 
in defence of its unity and integrity, nothing has moved 
me more than the passionate devotion to my Throne 
expressed both by my Indian subjects and by the 
Feudatory Princes and the Ruling Chiefs of India, and 
t heir prodi~al offers of their lives and their.· resources 

In the great wave of sentiment that swept 

over the country there is no doubt that many 

who had long imagined themselves hostile 

to the British connexion ,,,,,ere carried off t.heir 

feet . The loyalty of the Indian Princes h~'d 
never b8en questioned; it. was taken for 

granted that the army would be true to their 

sait; the agricultural and indust.rieJ classes, 

the real bone and marrow of the country, it 

was rightly presumed, wou ld remain stanch 

to the British cause. But there was another 

class, whose sympathies had long seemed 

estranged, a class from which the Government 

of India might naturally expect embarrassment 

when th8 Empire was engaged in a Me or death 

struggle with a foreign Power. 

The most extraordinary thing about the 

in the cause of the Realm . Their one-voiced demand 
to be fOl'emost in the conflict has touched my heart, 
and has inspir ed to the highest issues the love and 
devotion which, as I well know, have ever linked my 
Indian subjects and myself. I recall to mind India's 
gracious message to the British nation of g ')od-will 
and iellowship, which greeted my return in February, 
1912, after the solemn ceremony of my Coronation 
Durbar at Dell1i, and I find in this hour of trial a full 
harvest and a noble fulfilment of the assurance given by 
you that the des[.inieR of Great Britain and India arE' 
indissol ubly . linked. 

MOTOR AMBULANCES PRESENTED TO THE BRITISH ARMY BY 
HIS HIGHNESS THE MAHARAJA SCINDIA OF GWALlOR . 
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attitude of the Indian p eople during the war 

was the suspension of political agitation. In 

Europe the extreme radicals, anti-militarists, 

syndicalists, b ecame patriots in their country's 

hour of n eed. In India, too, many of those 

whose whole business had been the fomenting 

' of q.iscontent rallied to the defence of the 

Empire. But in our Indian D ep endency the 

phenomenon was the more remarkable as 

the antagonism to the British Government 

had its seeds in r acial animosity. 
The propheeies of trouble in India during a 

European war were not fulfilled. Germany 

had miscalcula t ed. But it was not Germany 

alone that was at fault in h er reading of the 

t emper of the Indian p eople. ' There was sur

prise in England that the clamour of sedition 

should b e' stilled at the n1.oment when the 

Brit ish Empire seemed most vulner able. 

The truth is the disaffected class had made 

itself articulate out of a ll proportion to its 

nmnerical stren gt.h and social influence in the 

country. "\iVhen the call to arms came, the 

millions responded, and the voice of discontent 

was no longer audible in the outburst of 

enthusias tic loyalty . The carping critic of 

Government, the radical Indian doctrinaire, 

the "political missionary," were silenced, dis

countenanced or converted. Volunteers from 

the non-military ?lasses asked to b e enrolled in 
ambulance corps and sent to the front. The 

twice-deported Tilak, addressing a meeting at 

Poona, urged them to sink differences and to 

support Government in every possible way. 

" The presence of English rulers," he said, " was 

desirable, even from the point of view of 

Indian self-interest." 

It would, of course, be absurd to pret end 

that the ghost of political agitation had been 

laid by the maladroit exorcism of the Kaiser, 

or that the uncompromising , nationalist poli

tician will r est content with the prestige that 

military achievement has won for his country

men. Greater claims will be advanced. India, 

like Ireland, will always present a difficult and 

thorny problem of administration, and just as 

Ireland still has her Sinn Fein extremists, so 

has India still h er anarchists and her fanatical 

bomb -throwers. 

At the beginning of the war the German 

can have b een nothing more to the masses of 

India than a different kind of white man, a 

sahib of an unknown quantity. No fear of 

menace to their comfort or liberties , no evil 

dream of a universal ]{ultur, could have 

[Elliott & Fry , 

H;IS HIGHNESS THE AGA KHAN. 

inspired their loyalty, which was quite spon

taneous and genuine. But in distilling the 

soul of goodness out of things 'evil we must 

r aeognize our debt to the Kaiser in th~ rallying 

of numbers of the disaffected class to the Throne. 

His officials have carried on the work of recon

ciliation. On the deeply religious and sensitive 

soul of India the barbarities of Louvain 

left an indelible impression. The profaning 

of sacred places is the ~mforgivable sin. The 

Huns who shelled the cathedral of R eims 

and dropped bombs on N otre Dame would 

not be likely to spare the mosque of D elhi or 

the temples of B enares or Trivandrum. 

Also it should be remembered that nearly 

every educated Indian of the middle-class is, 

through the nature of his circumstances and 

education, a liberal. Militarism and bureau

cracy are his bugbears; the mailed fist and 

the Prussian heel symbols of Gehonna. A 

distinguished Bengali politician expressed the, 

feelings of his countrymen when he said: 

"We cannot expect the same privileges from 

Prussian militarism or look for political con

cession at the hands of the hooligans , of Pots

dam. Hence our abhorrence of any procedure 

which, by embarrassing the 'Government as 

by law established,' may weaken the links that 

bind us to the Empire." The attitude of India 

'at the beginning of the war was even more 

'eloquently expressed by Mr. Malaviya, in his 

speech in the Viceroy's Legislative Council. 

"India recognises her duty at this present 

moment," he said, "and, God willing, will 

22-2 
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HIS HIGHNESS 
THE YUVARAJA OF MYSORE. 

manfully discharge that duty, that no sacrifice 

of men or money will' be grudged in order that 

the British arms should triumph, in order ,that 

the success of the British arms should establish 

the triumph of right over might, of civilization 

over the military barbarism of Germany, of 

ordered freedom over military slavery." 

The arrival of the Indian Corps at Marseilles 

was a landmark in history. No episode in 

this extraordinary war was more remarkable 

or, for Britons, more inspiring than the presence 

of Indian troops on the Continent of Europe. 

To India, the event was, if possible, of even 

greater significance. The march of her sons 

through the streets of Marseilles was a kind 

of initiation. A phantom had been laid that 

shadowed her prestige. Invisible barriers had 

been broken down. New vistas of honour were 

opened out before her. 

That hot September morning when the 

interminable line of transports was seen through 

telescopes at dawn creeping along by the 

Chateau d'H and the Islands of Pomique and 

Ratonneau, will long be remembered in Mar

seilles. No more romantic landing can have 

been witnessed by the old sea-city in all its 

varied past. Daily for a couple of month.s the 

streets had echoed to the tread of a medley of 

races-Zouaves and Turcos from Algeria, white

turbanned swarthy Moors from Morocco, coal

black negroes from Senegal, and a score of 

different units from the South of France, but 

the welcome the Marseillais gave the Indians 

transcended all other demonstrations in spon

taneity and warmtb. 

Throughout the forenoon while the troops 

were landing excitement had been steadily 

rising in the city, and the dispatching of the 

British and Indian soldiers through the streets 

in the afternoon en 1'oute to their camps was a 

signal for the whole of Marseilles to turn out 

en fete. From the Cannebiere to the Prado the 

gaily-dressed streets were packed with a seething 

mass of humanity. 

First came a detachment of Sikhs, for the 

greater part head and shoulders above the 

spectators. They received the plaudits .of the 

crowd with the imperturbable smiling com

posure of the Oriental. The police guarding the 

road were swept aside, the ranks were rushed, 

men and women shook the sepoys by the hand, 

and young girls showered flowers upon them, 

pinning roses in their tunics and in their turbans. 

Tricolours were distributed with prodigal 

favour, old ladies with bitter memories of '70 

pressed forward the better to admire these 

handsome, bearded men, an~ it would be diffi

cult to conjure up anything more touching than 

the sight of those frail women patting - the 

bronzed giants on the back . and calling down 

blessings on their heads. 

So it proceeded for hours. The troops filed 

past to the cries of " V ive l' A ngleterre !" "V ivent 

les H indous !" When the Gurkhas came along 

marching to the time of the "Marseillaise" 

played on the pipes, the crowd gave the troops 

[Van dyk. 

HIS HIGHNESS 
THE MAHARAJA OF GW ALIOR. 
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the pavement and stood in the cobbled streets, 

cheering. Men, mountain battery mules, 

officers on their chargers, marched along l..mder 

the very awillngs of the cafe terrasses, while the 

spectators stood on chairs and tables waving 

hats, sticks and handkerchiefs, and crying 

" V ive l' A ngleterre ! " " V ivent les I ndiens ! " 

," Vivent les H indous ! " 

When it was dusk and the last troops had 

gone by, the crowd followed them. to their 

camps at St. Marcel and La BarraEse am! 

Borely, and watched them cook their evening 

meal while the camp fires twinkled in the dark, 

and the smell of wood smoke rose in the air. 

It was a historic camp this, pitched by the men 

of Ind on the soil of France b etween the land-

10 ;ked harbour and the stately garden of the 

Borely. 
A month later the Indian Cavalry Division 

.arrived. The increasing volume of support 

was more than physical; every strange 

unit was a separate refutation of Bernhardi's 

" biologically just" war. If the war we were 

waging had not been as just as the constitution 

oOf our Empire, Sikhs, Gurkhas, Rajput~~ 

J ats, Pathans and Punjabi Musulmans would 

not h :we been fighting our battles in France. 

No wonder the Berlin professors counted on 

disharmony in so' complex an organism as 

,ours, of such subtly individualized parts. Our 

. Empire in the East is a piece of creative work of 

whi.ch Kultur has not t he secret. 

LVandyk. 

HIS HIGHNESS 
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HIS HIGHNESS 
[Vandyk. 

THE MAHARAJA HOLKAR OF INDORE. 

The sight of the troopships in the Quai 

d' Areng, some of them prizes of wa.r convert ed 

to our purposes of transport, brought home to 

us once more the significance of our command 

of the sea. For over a century India has been 

to us another base from which we have been 

able to pour troops on distant shores when 

emergency dictated. Earlier European up

heavals had entailed the sending out of expedi

tionary forces from our Indian Army, though 

this was the first occasion on which they landed 

on European soil. 

After the disembarcation of the first two 

Divisions at Marseilles little was heard of the 

Indian cont ingent during the next month. 

The need of acclimatization, the d elay in the 

provision of suitably-warm clothing, the sorry 

condition of their horses after the sea voyage, 

held them long in reserve. The continued 

silence and mystery about their movements 

may well have led the Germans in the firing 

line to b elieve them a myth, or to think that. 

they had been sent over, as one of their journals 

suggested, for merely spectacular uses-an 

illusion which was afterwards rudely dispelled. 

In England ,the mystification was increased in 

the last week of October by the appearance 

of th Indian Mountain 'Batteries in the New 

For st, which drew crowds of motorists and 
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pedestrians to their camp. The throng of 

sightseers disgorged from the cars and cabs 

gave the scene the appearance of Derby Day. 

The impression they took away with them was 

.of a fine and wiry-looking crowd, lean and hard, 

and having a noticeably older air than the men 

of an ordinary British regiment. The tales of 

prowess that began to pour in from France did 
not surprise anyone. 

The reader who wishes to sift fact from 

fiction will do well to remember that no story 

that was current before the end of October, 

when the Indian troops were first engaged, has 

any foundation. The story of the Gurkhas who 

stole through the enemy's lines and blew up the 

powder magazine is a fabrication. The eight 

German sentries who gave up the ghost on a 

still night to eight stealthy Gurkhas with no 

more protest than a rattle in the throat; that 

wave of Prussian Guards which was onlv 

checked by Nepalese knives and Sikh bayonet"s 

may live in romance, but not in history. 

" Bengali " Lancers do not dismount in hordes 

of twenty thousand strong and charge the 

enemy with their spears. The Gurkha does not 

fling his Imife like a boomerang. And there 

is no inhibition against his drawing it for 

p eaceful purposes. It will cut wood at a pll1ch 

and potatoes, and may be honourably un

sheathed without drawing blood. So the story 

of , the ladies of Marseilles who offered their 

finger tips with Roman fortitude to make good 

this ' sacrificial rite must go with the rest. 

The tale of the Gurkhas' murderous knives, 

which w histl ed through the air as the Germans 

rose from their cover , seemed at first a palpable 

" inve:p.tion," but the story may h ave its origin 

in honest misconception. The Sikh wears an 

iron quoit on his turban-it is one of the five 

badges presented by his Guru-and thongh 

now only a symbol it WftS once a forrnidable 

weapon. The significance of the quoit may 

h ave been explained with other strange E astern 

lore, and the story evolved in. some tired brain 

in which images of .quoit and kukri, Sikhs and 

Gurkhas, past and present, danced confusedly 
together. 

Most of the tales of Sikh and Gurkha prowess 

were abroad b efore the Indian troops were 

engaged at all, but the true soldierly qualities . 

of these m en are too well known to suffer 

through such fantastic advertisem ent. 

The tall, bearded Sikhs, the sturdy, compact, 

. little Gurkha, with his Mongol 'face and his 

look of terrier-like tenacity, seem to have 

captured the public imagination. One heard 

little of the other Indian troops, amongst whom 

were to be found the same high qualities. The 

Pathan in particular is a fine figure-head. Take 

the trans-frontier tribesman. Man to man in 

open country, on the hillside or in forest the 

German with his two or three years' training 

on parade grounds or in manceuvres can be no 

match for him. These men are cradled in war. 

Tribal vendettas are the breath of life to them. 

The young Airidi has been the mark for a 

bullet from his infancy. He will glide through 

the enemy's lines on a dark night, without a 

quickening of the pulse, and lie up like a hare 

in its form while the lead splashes against the 

rock by his side. He knows nothing of mass 

tactics. His every move is instinctive, in

dividual. The eis-frontier Pathan, who suffers 

from protection, being answerable to the penal 
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code, is almost as good a man. Security, the 

magistrate, and the police may have taken 

something off the fine edge of his d aring. Still, 

a fat Prussian the other side of a nullah would 

have small chance against him. 

Then there is the Rajput, who with his straw

fire elan and unexampled traditions of chivalry 

is probably as good a man on a horse as any in 

the world, and whose courage glows in the 

pages of Indian history. 

The Dogra, the Baluchi, the Mahratta, the 

Jat, the Ptmjabi Musulman-all come of a 

hard-bitten fighting stock; n erves are not in 

their compositions. A British trooper, who had 

seen the Indians in the trenches during their 

baptism of shrapnel fire, said: 

"They did not seem to mind. They poked 

their heads out when a shell went by and stared 

at the hole it made as if it had been a firework. " 

That is exactly what one might expect. 

Indians love a tomasha, a museum, a little magic, 

an entertainment. But it must b e remembered 

that until this war the artillery -had always 

been on our side. Those strange supernatural 

forces which the Sahibs could command had 

been their allies. They could count on the 

Olympians. 

I 
No one has ever questioned the courage of 

the Indian trqops. In fight~ng with naked 

steel and lead they are "lords of tbeIl).sel ves." 

One has always counted on them in a cavalry 

charge, or a bayonet rush on foot, or in h~lding 
a position against rifle fire. But where the 

infernal machinery comes in it might well be 

another matter. To lie up in a trench all day 
under heavy shrapnel fire directed by an 

aeroplane with a sixth sense is no part of their 

tradition. They like to stalk their man and 

shoot him. But in this war, mines, barbed

wire entanglements, shells, siege guns, mitrail 

leuses, all the machinery of the" higher civiliza

tion," were most palpable phenomena on the 

other side. The miracles might seem to be 
against them. 

"Sahib, wby did you not teach us these 

things ?" a sepoy said reproachfully to his 

British officer, unconscious that the same 

wizardry was being brought into play by his 

own Sahibs against the enemy. 

Yet, with British officers whom they knew 

and who knew them to lead them and to heart.en 

them, they did not flinch when the parachute 

flares came rocketing over their trenches and 

the air was rent with the voice of a thousand 

INDIAN LANCER OUTPOST. 
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devils, and the mitrailleuses poured in their 

deadly fire as if it were .day. The Indians 
who gave themselves to our cause did so at a 

great~r sacrifice t.han our own, for tho meaning 

of the struggle did not touch them as nearly as 

it did us. To them the German was merely a 

savage with diabolical inspirations, a merely 

physical menace. The gospel of Treitschke did 

not trouble their philosophy. Honour-per

sonal, commtmal. and national-was t.he only 

reward they looked for. The first advance of 

the Indians tmder machine-gun 'fire was a new 

i:3piritual triumph for the East. 

From Marseilles the Indian contingent went 

to Orleans. There was a long period of waiting 

between -their arrival there and their entrain

ment for the front. The delay must have been 

especially trying to troops who were anxious to 

prove ' themselves in such entirely new condi-

ONE OF GARDNER~ HORSE: 
A man of the 2nd Lancers (late 2nd Bengal 

Lancers.) 

tions of warfare. India knew that her ancient 

chivalry was a household word in Europe, but 

there were still untried fields to conquer; other 

kinds of -nerve, resource, and coolness were 

called for if she were to carry on unbroken her 

military traditions into the scientific battle

fields of the t wentieth century. No one knew 

the temper of his troops better than their 

General, and it was a stirring appeal that he 

issued to them in the order of the day, 

October 10. * 
There was still another fortnight to pass 

before tho Indians were to hear the sound of 

the guns. In the meantime the ancient city 

of Orleans was invested "vith a new romance. 

The ancestors of the Rajputs who filed lmder 

the statue of J oan of Arc held the same tradi

tions of chivalrous womanhood as the Maid of 

Orleans. The women of Ohitore fought beside 

their husbands, or, when an was lost, passed 

into an underground sepulchre of flame pre

pared for their ashes. The J odhpur Lancers 

rode through the Place du Martroi like men 

conscious of a past. More than any race the 

Rajput loves distinction. And they cling to 

* Soldier .':: of the India!1 Army Corps, 
'Ve have a.ll read with pride the gracious m e.,sagfl of 

his Majesty the King-Emperor to his troops from India. 
On the eve of going int.o the field to join our British 

comrades, who have covered themselves with g lory in 
t.his great wal', ib is our firm resolv(' to prove ourse lves 
worthy of thf'_ honour whLOh has been conferred on us as 
representativE's of the Army of India. 

In a few days we shall be fighting as has never been 
om good fortune to fight before and against enemies 
who haVf~ a long history. 

But is thair history as long as yours? You ll re the 
descendants of men who have been might.y rulers and 
great warriors for many centuries. You will never 
forget this. You ' will recall the glories of your race. 
Hindu and Mahomedan will be fighting side by side with 
British soldier:> and our gallant French Allies. You will 
be helping to make history. You will be the first Inclian 
soldiers of the King-Emperor who win have the honour 
of showing in Europe that the sons of India have lost 
none of their ancient martial instincts and arc worthy of 
the confidence reposed in them. 

In battIe you will rememher ~hat your religions enjoin 
on you that to give ,your life doing your duty is your 
highest reward . 

The eyes of your co-religionists and your fellow
countrymen are on you. From the Himalayan ·Moun
tains, the banks of the Ganges and Indus, and the plains 
of Hindustan, they are eagerly waiting for the n ews of 
how their brethren conduct themselves when they meet 
the foe. From mosques and t emples their prayers are 
ascending to the God of a ll , and you will answer their 
hopes by the proofs of your valour. 

You will fi ght for your King-Emperor and your faibh, 
so that history will record the doings of India'" sons and 
your children will proudly tell of the deeds of their 
fathers. 

JAMES WILLCOCKS, 
Lieut:-General 

Commg. Indian Army Corps. 
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a boast of heraldry that ennobles the poorest; 

for every true Rajput is in some distant col

lateral way the kin of the Maharana and can 

lay claim to unmixed blood for close on two 

thousand y ears. Tod, their devoted chronicler, 

traces their armorial bearings to a date before 

Troy, and believes that the ancestors of 

Udaipur carried their Palladium into the field 

against Alexander. " There is not a village," 

he says, "that has not had its Thermopylre, 

and scarcely a city that has not produced its 

Leonidas. " 
The first four Indian Princes to land on the 

soil of France were Rajputs, all, curiously enough, 

of the Rathore stock, of the bluest blood in 

India. These were the Maharajas of Jodhpur, 

Bikanir, Kishengarh -and Sir Pertab Singh of 

Idar. Next came the young Maharaja of Idar, 

the adopted son of Sir Pertab Singh, who 

abdicated to become Regent of Jodhpur. Sir 

P ertab is one of the most famous of living 

Indian soldiers, and has rendered conspicuous 

service to the British Crown. He served on 

the staff of the Generals commanding both in 

the Mohmund Expedition of 1897 and in the 

Tirah Campaign of 1898. In 1900 he went 

with the British force to China in command 

of the J odhpur Lancers. Few would have 

recognized in that short, well-built soldierly 

vet eran in khaki the brilliant and spectacular 

figure who led the Imperial Service Corps at 

D elhi and rode in the Jubilee procession of 

Queen Victoria, and in the Coronation proces

sions of King Edward and King George. Sir 

P ertab was over seventy, probably the oldest 

man in the field, and he came to Europe with 

the avowed intention of dying a soldier's death. 

" To die in battle is not to die," he said, and 

the old Rajput spirit would not be denied

the spirit in which his ancestors put on their 

saffron robes, the national sign of combat a 
l' outrance, and charged into Ala-ud-Din's host 

and fell as they clove a path through the foe. 

HIS brother's grandson, the Maharaja Soomair 

Singh of Jodhpur, and his daughter's son, 

K anwar Prithi Singh of Bera, came with him, 

and three of his nephews and several noblemen 

in his regiment. The Maharaja of Kishengarh 

also joined his kinsman, and many officers 

had Indians of high birth in the ranks, as 

syces , or grooms, and personal servants, as it 

was impossible for them to go in any other 

capacity. 
The y oung Maharaja of Jodhpur, a boy of 

seventeen, brought with him his Lancers, the 

INDIAN 2nd LANCERS. 

famous Sardar Rissala, lithe men and keen, 

great horsemen, equally efficient with sword 

and lance. These were the first Imperial Ser

vice Corps to land in Europe. The Patiala 

Lancers and Jind Infantry were detached for 

East Africa; the Bikanir Camel Corps for 

Egypt, where their high mettle was soon put to 

the test in an engagement in which they were 

attacked by superior forces and drove the 

enemy off. 

The J odhpur contingent were billeted in a 

seigneurial chateau on the banks of the Loire. 

It may be imagined how the Lancers exercising 

in the park attracted the bourgeois from the 

city. Through all these weeks Orleans was a 

strange mixture of East and West. The 

country people, dressed in black, would be 

making their way to the Cathedral, there to 

pray for the safety of their kinsmen at the front, 

or loitering at the street corners talking over the 

latest news, when suddenly into the midst of all 

these would emerge from a side street with all 

the sudden Indian irrelevancy of a dream, an 

Indian forage cart, driven by an imperturbably 

smiling Asiatic, his little mules, all befringed 



32 THE TIMES HISTORY OF THE WAR. 

GROUP OF INDIAN OFFICERS. 

and iron-yoked, leaning heavily against each 

other a if for comfort or support in this strange 

land. K ext a flock of sheep and bearded blunt

faced goats passes down the boulevard, driven 

by P unjabi Musulmans, who to ring them 

round saf~ly are almost as numerous as their 

charge. One of them carries a lamb born in 

the train. Another calls out instinctively in his 

own language to an old market woman, who is 

in danger of b eing run over by an Indore trans

port wagon, "Buddhi, Buddhi, nikal jew" 

(old woman! old woman! get out of the way). 

Next a P athan sowar canters by on a country

bred ) and the traffickers look up and admire his 

loose and easy seat, wondering perhaps what is 

the significance of the smart kula on his turban 

and thinkmg him a prince. A r egiment of 

D ogras comes along, fine upstanding men, not 

unlike the Pathan in feature. They, too, pass 

on, while the Place continues its business of 

buying and selling-but always with apprecia-

tive comrpents, "En voila qui feront dansC1" le 

Kaiser," or " Ils sont J'oliment solides tOHt de 

meme." 

Through a gateway visible from the next 

street there is an Indian bakery, two long rows 

of domed mud kilns-lepai-ed, as they call it in 

the East, or plastered with mud, but without 

the concomitant of cowdung, which to the 

Indian mind is needful for cleanliness. There 

are a score of them on either side, each with it s 

turbaned cook t ending the ash fire. These men 

carry their atmosphere with them_ There is 

nothing in that yard hooded with fog to remind 

one that one is not at J"Lillundur still on a thick 

November morning. The n ative soldiers did 

not frequent the city as a rule unless they 
were marching through, so the ciioycnne had to 

bestow her offerings oil the humbler camp

followers, The daughter of the concierge 

would run out into the s treet and pin her tri

colour t o the coat of a Musulman driver. The 
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blanch1:sseuse wotud h old out 9, cigarett e b a. h 

£luly to a Sikh farrier , who is forbIdden by a ll 

the laws of his Gurus to sm ok e. H er child , 

perhaps, wOlud b e h on oured b y a joy ride in the 

mtue t r an sport wagon as far as the corner of 

the street. 

B y n o moan s all the Indian troops which left 

K arachi and B omb ay landed. in Fran ce. MFtny 

were sent t o E ast Africa. Then Turkey's 

appearan ce in t he struggle, as the v acillating 

dupe of German y in her efforts t o cut off our 

communication with the East, made it n eces 

sary t o divert others to the Suez Canal, the 

P ersian G ulf, and the R ed Sea. 

Not hing during the war illustrated the 

devotion of our Indian subj ects to the Crown 

more t h an t he det achment of the Moslem 

elem en t from German intrigue. When Turkey 

ontered on t h e scen e our en emies expect ed a 

p ::1l1-Islamic tipheaval and a demonstration in 

force against t ho Allies . They pictured a 

Mahomed an n s mg in N orthern India in 

which t he J eh a d would b e preacb ed in all the 

Inosques from Cawnpore to P eshawur, and a 

fanatical a rmy of the fait.hful would press over 

t he frontier carrying the t or ch through the 

t ribal cotmtries into P ersia and Afghanistan. 

Emissaries from Turkey, they b eliev ed , had 

I 

alrendy prepared the field for the conflagration, 

and lying notices about the Holy War were 

h oisted on placards in front of the Indians ' 

trenches or dropped harml essly from aeroplanes 

among the British troops. The r esponse of 

I slam must have b een a bitter draught for 

German aspirations. In ev ery mosque III 

India prayer s were offer ed for the success of 

British arms. The King of iVgharu..stan pro

cla imed his neutrality . The frontier tribes 

r emained quiet. The Moslem political associa

tions denm.llced Turkey's unholy alliancr. 

Mahomedan jour n als , which in times of peacu 

had b een most bitter in their attacks upon the 

administration, urged their communities to 

r emain loyal to the Crown. The Sheikh-ul

I slam of E gypt and the leading Ulema appealed 

to all Egyptian Moslems to b e calm and peaceful. 

In Egypt, too, our Moslem soldiers were 

greeted by their co-religionists, and sat chatting 

with the white-bearded ITlullahs on the steps 

of the mosques as if it were the most natural 

thing in the world that they should b e called 

out of the East to fight against the Turk. 

Two years before the most sanguine prophet 

of our Imperial unity could not have believed 

these things possible. When Italy'S suzerainty 

was recognized in Tripoli, when the seat of 

DISEMBARKING FROM TRANSPORTS AT PLYMOUTH. 

22- 3 
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the Caliphate was tbreatened by the B alkan 

States, a flame of resentment at the invasion of 

Turkey and at the supposed sympathy of 

England with the aggressors spread over Moslem 

India. The wiseheads understood the necessity 

of England's detachment ut the struggles of t.he 

Turkish Empire, but young blood was not so 

cool, and our non-interference was resented 

as if it had been an expression of active hos

tility. Though the movement was anti

British , and illogically so, we cannot altogether 

withhold our sympathy, as the human n ature 

that prompted it is clear and intelligible

the instinct of the man who is struck wantonly 

to hit back, if not at the actual aggressor, at the 

man nearest him. 

The rally of Mos~em India to the British 

Throne when we actually en gaged in hostilities 

against th,e .Turks only two year s after this 

crisis might well surprise the wire-pullers . in 

Berlin. The same field hospital whiqh was 

sent to Turkey during the B alkan W ar was 

offered by the Moslems of Delhi for the Indian 

Expeditionary Force in France. Politicians 

who bitterly attack ed the Raj when it was in 

no d anger hurried to its support wh en it was 

assailed and in the throes of a life and death 

struggle. There is h ealth in such champion

ship and seeds of great hope of a generous 
- . 

underst.anding in the future. 

The best Indian Moslmn opinion lost no time 

in ranging itself. The N izam of Hyderabad 

issued a manifesto in which he imp~essed upon 

a ll Mahomedans that it was t h eir b01mden duty 

to adhere firmly to their old and t ried loyalty 

to the British Government. 

" I repeat and reit erate," he sa id , " that in 

the crisis before us Mahomedan inhabitants of 

India , especially subjects of this State, should, 

if they care for their own welfare and prosperity, 

r emain firln and wholehearted in their loyalty 

and obedi~nce, and swerve not a hair's breadth 
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'from their devotion to the British Government, 

\vhose cause I am convinced is just and right. 

They 'should keep the sacred tie which binds a 

·subject people to their rulers and in. no case 

a llow themselves to be beguil8d by the wiles of 

. anyone into a course of open or secret sedition 

a.gainst the British Government." 

The Begum of Bhopal struck the true note 

.o~ Mahomedan loyalty when she declared in 

open durbar before her people that she would 

a.lways remain loyal to the traditions which 

·exist between the Bhopal State and the British 

Government, seeing that these traditions were 

binding on her not only as a ruling chief under 

-the protection of the British Government, but 

also as a disciple of Islam, which enjoins upon 

.a ll its followers the sanctity of a promise. 

Two resolutions passed by the All-India 

Y[oslem League voiced the general · feeling of 

Mahomedans in India: 

Firstly, "that the Counc!} of the All-India 

:Mos]em League gives expression once more to 

;the deep-rooted loyalty and sincere devotion of 

Musulmans of India to the British Crown and 

·assures his Excellency the Viceroy that partici

·pation of Turkey in the present war does not 

and cannot affect that loyalty in the least 

.degree, and the Council is confident that no 

Mnsulman in India will swerve a hair' s breadth 

from his paramount duty to his Sovere-ign." 

Secondly, "that the Council of the All-India 

Moslem League expresses its deep gratitude to 

the British Government for the assurances 

:given to its Muslim subjects as to the immunity 

·of the Holy Places of Islam in Arabia and·other 

places from attack or molestation and for obtain

.ing similar assurances from its Allies." 

R esponsible Indian Moslell s realized as a 

'rule the nature of the intrigue into which 

the YOlmg Turks had been drawn. They 

.a lso r ec·ogru zed that Turkey was divided. 

The specious call of a "Holy vVar " waged 

·under an infidel standard did not deceive 

,them, a nd they had no mind to b e dragged into 

·the arena on the h eels of Germany. The Aga 

Khan sent messages to rus millions of .adherents 

·spread over India, the Persian Gulf, the Indian 

Borderland, Burma, the Straits Settlements, 

and throughout Africa directing them to place 

,themselves and their resources at the disposal 

·of the local British authorities, and to be 

prepared for any duty that might be assigned 

to them. In a speech delivered in London, h e 

·expressed his conviction that Germany was the 

most dangerous enemy of Turkey and other 

I 

:\1oslem co Lmtries, as sh e was the Power Inost 

anxious to enter by "peaceful penetration" 
I 

Asia Minor and Southern Persia. She had been 

passing for years, he said, as a sort" of protector 

of Islam-though Heaven forbid that they 

should have such an immoral protecto~ . 
Happily, so far as the Moslem subject.s of the 

King were concerned, these efforts were abso

lutely futile. They would never break down 

the strong wall of their loyalty, which was 

based on the conSClOusness that their dearest 

interests. religious as well as civil. were guaran

teed to them by British rule more securely than 

they COl.U~ be by a~y other dominion. "All 

Indi.ans knew," he concluded, " that if Britain 

was ever weakened, India's aspirations, India's 

w hole future, would go to pieces." 

When the last day of the Moharram had 

passed quietly in the bazaars of India Moslem 

troops had been engaged against Turks and 

Beduins in Egypt and the Persian Gulf. 

The first Indian troops to be engaged through 

Turkey's adventure in the war were the 

Bikanir Camel Corps, Imperial Service troop~, 

who had already seen service in China and 

Somaliland. On November 20 Captain Chope 

and Lieutenant Mohammed A .IllS with twenty 

of the corps were patrolling between Bir-el-Nuss 

and Katia to the east of the Canal. They were 

INFANTRY CARRYING MAXIM INTO 
ACTION. 
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attacked three times. The fixst two attacks 

were r epulsed easily . On t.he third occasion 

they were attacked heavily on both flanks 

by a large body of horsemen . Captain Chope 

retired, dismounting his men, who fired as 

opportunity offered, while the enemy were 

firing from horseback. Lieutenant Mohammed 

Anis was shot during this period, but ('~e of the 

Bikanir men took him up and carried him 

behind him on his camel. Unhappily, both were 

shot. Captain Chope succeeded in getting b8;9k 

to his . supports, after beating off the enefff3'r, 

with the lOBS of Lieutenant Anis, Subadar 

Abdu Khan, twelve men killed, and three men 

wounded. 

The \vide spher e over which forces of the 

Indian Army were operating at this tU1.1.e 

is realizable by the fact that an engagement 

was fought in Somaliland on the same day 

as the action of the Bikanir Camel Corps on 

the east of the Suez Canal, and this was to be 

followed up almost immediately by the news 

of a success in Turkish Arabia. At the same 

time Indian troops were garrisoning East 

Africa and ports on the R ed Sea. 

The full narrative of the subsidiary cam

paigns fought by the Indian Army in the 

n eighbourhood of the P er sian Gulf, the Suez 

Canal, the Red Sea, and in East Africa will 

provide material for other chapters. 


