
CHAPTER XXXII. 

THE BATTLES OF THE MARNE. 

END OF THE GREAT RETREAT-THE ARMIES MAN(EUVRE FOR POSITION-VITAL EFFECTS OF THREE 

EVENTS WHICH OCCURRED ON AUGUST 22-SAARBURG DETERMINES THE EASTERN FRONT-CHARLEROI 

DETERMINES THE NORTHERN FRONT-GUMBRINNEN DETERMINES GERMAN STRATEGy-THE GREAT 

RETREAT DETERMINES MORAL FACTORS-}\1" ORAL OF FRANCE, OF PARIS, OF THE ARMy-NUMBERS 

ENGAGED AT THE MARNE-OBJECTIVES OF THE RIVAL ARMIES-CHOICE Ol!' THE GERMAN OBJECTIVE ' 

-THE SCENE OF CONFLICT-TACTICAL ISSUES AT STAKE-DISPOSITIONS OF THE RIVAL ARMIES

VON KLUCK UNDERESTIMATES BRITISH ARMy-GERMAN RIGHT BREAKS-GERMAN LINE GIVES 

WAy-ALLIES' LEFT REACHES THE ArSNE--QRITICISM OF LEADER.S AND TROOps-EFFE.CT OF THE 

VICTORY ON FRANCE-THE BATTLE OF THE OURCQ-THE BRITISH ADVANCE. 

" THURSDAY, September 3," said 
the Brit ish official report, " marked 

the end of our Army's long retir~

ment from the B elgian frontier 

through Northern France." For the next few 

days there was a lull in the fighting, which had 

been continuous since the first collisions on the 

frontier. 
On September 3 (said Sir John French) the Briti~h 

forces were in position south of t he Marne between 
Lag ny and Signy-Signets. Up to this time I had been 
reques t.ed by Gen eral J offre to defend the p assages of 
the river as long as possible. a nd to blow up t h e bridges 
in ITW front, After I h ad made the necessary dis 
positions, and t h e destruction of the bridges h ad be~n 
effected , I was asked by the French Commander-in
Chief to continue my retirement to a point some 12 
miles in r ear of the posi tion I then occupied, with a 
view to taking up a second posit ion behind the Seine. 
This ret irement. was duly earried out. In the m ean t ime 
the enemy h ad t hroVl'll bridges and crossed the Marne 
in considerable force, and was threat.ening the Allies all 
a long the line of t h e British For ces and the 5th a nd 9th 
Fren ch Armies . Consequently several small outp08t 
actiol1a took p lace. 

Air r econna issan ces r evealed to the ' Allies 

that the columns of the German First Army 

had turned so uth-east·ward. 
That a rmv sin ce the battle near iVl ons had been 

p laying it.s ;ar t in t h e colossal strategic endeavour to 
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create a Sedan for the Allies by outflanking and envelop
ing the left of their whole line so as to en circle and drive 
both British and French to t.he south. There was now 
a change in its objective; and it was observed that the 
German forces opposite the British were beginning to 
move in 8, south-easterly direction instead of continuing 
south-west on to the capital. 

Leaving a strong rearguard along th e line of the R iver 
Ourcq (which flo ws south and j oins the Marne at Lizy
sur-Ourcq) to keep off t.h s French 6th Army, which by 
then had been formed ar\d was to the nort.h-west of 
Paris, they were evidently executing what amounted 
to a flank march diagonally across our front. 

I met the French Commander -in-Chief at his r equest 
(continued Sir John French) and he -inform ed me of his 
intention to take t he offensive forthwith by wheeling 
up the left flank of the 6th Army, p ivoting on the 
Marne, and directing it to move on the Ourcq; cross 
and attack the fl a nl, of the ht German Army, which 
was then moving in a south -easterly di..rection east of 
that river. 

He requested me to effect a change of front to my 
right--my left. resting on the Marne and my right on 
the 5th Army-to fill the gap between that army and 
t he 6th. I was then to ad van ce against the enemy 
in my front and join in t h e gen er a l offensive movement. 
. . _ German troops, which were obser ved moving 
south-east up the left bank of the Ourcq .on the 4th, 
.were now reported to be h a lted and facing that river. 
H eads of the enemy's columns were seen crossing at 
Changis, La F erM, Nogent, Chateau Thierry, and 
lVIezy. 

Considerab le German columns ()f a ll arn1S 'were Heon 
to be converging on Montmirail , wh ilst before sunset 
large bivouacs of the enemy were located in the n eig h -
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bourhood of Coulomrniers, south of Rebais, La Ferte
Gaucher, and Dagny. 

There was considerable fightmg with the 5th 

French Army, which fell back from its position 

south of the Marne towards the Seine. 

These combined movements practically commenced 
on Sunday; September 6, at sunrise; and on that day 
it may be said that a great battle opened on a front 
extendirrg from Ermeuonville, which was just in front 
of the left flank of the 6th French Army, through Lizy 
on the Mame, Mauperthuis, which was aboui; the British 
centre, Courtecon, which was the left of the 5th French 
Army, to Estemay and Charleville, the left of the 9th 
Army under General Foch, and so along the front of 
the 9th, 4th and 3rd French Armies to a point north of 
the fortress of Verdun. 

The dispositions of the rival armies on the 

front Paris-VerdUn-Belfort were the direct 

outcome of three events which happened many 

htmdred n1.iles apart on August 22. 

The factor of time required that the French 

Army should not be merely dispersed-for an 

army dispersed in its own country has every 

chance of rallying further back-but disabled. 

For this reason the Germans had evolved a 

plan of strategical deployment leading up to a 

battle formation consisting of a comparatively 

thin centre with enormou ly strong wings. 

The former was to engage the enemy closely 

and -keep him pinned to his ground while the 

latter should swing around his flanks, completely 

envelop him, and produce the "super-Sed an" 

so confidently antic.ipated by German theorists. 

The great strength of the French fortifications 

along the frontier common to the two nation s 

induced the Germans to apply their plan to 

the French frontier north of Verdun, i. e., 

through neutral t erritory. H ere the gap 

between Thionville and the Ardennes would 

permit the passage of the Left -Attack. The 

rugged r egion of the Ardennes, traversed b y 

few roads and railways, was allotted to the 

Centre. North of the Ardennes the B elgian 

plain, covered by a network of roads, railways 

and canals, was an ideal theatre of operations 
for the Right -Attack. * 

On August . 16, while the Right-Attack was 

still endeavouring to burst its way through 

B elgilID1., the French 15th Corps from Luneville 

reached Saarburg, cut the railway between 

Metz and Strassburg and threatened the flank 

and rear of the German Left-Attack. On 

August 22 a powerful German detachment

perhaps four Corps-hurled the French out 

of Lorraine with heavy loss in men and guns. 

Thus the French offensive in the lost provinces 

ended in tactical defeat, but it proved that there 

was no strong German force south of Metz, 

and it induced the enemy to make such a power

ful detachment, afterwards reinforced to two 

complete Armies-the 6th and 7th-as amounted 

to the diversion of his whole Left -Attack into 

the lost provinces, where, during the Battles of 

the Marne, they found themselves faced by 

that very barrier of French fortresses which 

the German plan of campaign had proposed to 
ignore. 

The whole of this inc~dent is very interesting 

as being the first suggestion of divided counsels 

in the German Headquarters. Purely strate

gical reasons required that the Germans 

should send a force only just strong enough 

to check the French advance in Lorraine. 

The success of the Left-Attack would auto 

matically clear the enemy out of their lost 

provinces. To detach sufficient troops to 

* That this was really the German intention is indicated hy 
four things ;-

1. It was in consonance with oft-declared German theory. 
2. The situation of the fortified line Verdun-Toul and t he 

rugged Ardennes, coupled with the factor of time, practically 
compelled the Germans to restrict themselves to a demon
stration against the line Verdun-Belfort, pass their main masses 
through the two gaps, Luxemburg and the Belgian P lain, and 
connect them by a thin centre passing through the Ardennes. 

3. The known positions of German Corps at noon on August 10, 
as 'Published in The 'l'imes of August 12 and 16. 

4. Of the twenty-four Army Corps Regions into which Germany 
is divided. at least seven lie south of a line drawn east and west 
through Metz. If there had been any intention to deploy a 
large force in Alsace-Lorraine these Corps would have been 
railed a nd marched straight to their front-viz. , due west; 
but the French otrensive in the lost provinces proved that. 
up to August 22, there was no large German fo rce south of 
lVretz . 
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Smo,s'l. the h ostile force a t 'Saarburg was t~ 

cripple t he L eft-Attack, to preclude the 

prospect of breaking the French line opposite 

L1L~emburg, to a bandon the hope of a new 

and greater Sedan, to abort the whole plan 

of campaign a t its very inception. It m eant 

ascribing to the Left Wing a defensive 

ins tead of an offensive role--just when the 

Right vYing h ad . lost several precious days 

before Liege-and the adoption of a new plan 

of campaign at the very moment when the 

m ain army was about to ~eek a decisive result. 

The other line of a rgument was tIllS : After 

the Zabern incident, Gen eralvjjn F a lkenhayn 

h ad declared tha t Alsace -l:'orraine might as 

well be an enemy's country. The French had 

no",7 been conducting offensive operations in 

thoir lost provinces for a fortnight. If 

this state of affairs were allowed to continue 

much longer, it might result in an insurrection, 

wlllch, of course, would have a terrible effect 

on friends and foes and neutral powers. It was 

necessary to make such an example of the 

presumptuous enemy as would impress all 

beholders. Even on military grounds there was 

something to be said for thIS line of action. 

Thirteen y ears before, the world had been 

.startled to learn from the evidence given in the 

Dreyfus tril11 that, in the event of war with 

Germany, the French would take the offensive 

in their lost provinces. It was, therefore, 

quite possible that the French Corps at Saar· 

burg was not the main body, but the advanced 

guard of a very powerful offensive. Every 

plan of campaign is necessarily liable to modi

fication as the result of the first collisions. It 

EARLY MORNING AT THE FRONT. [Photo press. 

French Dragoons and British soldiers in the foreground. 
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was true that the Right-Attacl{: had experienced 

some delay, but it had now burst its way 

through Belgian opposition and was about to 

fall upon the enemy's main army with about 

twice the numbers he was expecting. There 

could be no doubt that it would annihilate 

his flank and roll up his line. 

On this same day-August 22-the French 

5th Army was defeatgd at Charleroi. The 

French troops which had formed for battle 

along the Meuse and Sambre had been organised 

into five "Field Armies," numbered from 

right to left. "When the 5th Army was driven 

back from the Sambre, the British and 4th 

French Armies found their flanks uncovered and 

were obliW'ld to conform. In the same way the 

retreat of the 4th Army necessitated that of the 

3rd. The right flank of the latter,however, 

was protected by the great fortress of Verdun. 

One of Napoleon's :four strategical maxims 

was "alway,s manamvre .about a fixed point," 

and there can be no doubt that Verdun was 

General J ofire's "fixed point." Verdun was 

the centr.e on which . the whole forces north 

of it pivoted as they fell back through, an angle 

of 90 degrees until the British on the left of the 

line had reached the northern outworks of Paris. 

Meanwhile, a new 6th Army, which had been 

secretly concentrated in Paris, was brought up 

on the British left; and a new 9th Army 

was formed and brought up into the French 

battle .. front between their 4th and 5th Armies. 

Thus did the Battle of. Charleroi influence 

the position of the Franco-British line between 

Paris and Verdun during the Battle of th'Cl 

Marne. 

Again, on this same day-August 22-

the Russian covering troops on the Niemen 

defeated the Prussian covering troops near 

Gumbinnen and Insterburg. Three days later 

the Russ~an left wing advancing westwards 

through Galicia, met the Austrian Second 

, Army at Lemberg in the first great battle of 

the eastern theatre of war. By August 28 

or 29 the Russians in East Prussia had laid 

siege to Konigsburg and pushed on to Osterode. 

The inhabitants-having a lively recollection 

of the Cossacks of a century back, and b eing, 

perhaps, , not altogether ignorant of German 

methods in Belgium-incontinently fled for 

Berlin, where they' filled the capital with panic 

and the ears of their King with cries for 

rescue. We may be sure that we have here 

another instance of divided counsels at the 

German Headquarters. It has been laid down 

that "concentration of superior force a.t the 

decisive point is the grand rule of war," for 

"success at the decisive point is success 

everywhere." It is also an axiom in strategy 

that there is not any place or district the pos

session of which is decisive in any campaign

not even the fall of' Paris will be decisj ye'. 
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rhere is only one thing which is decisive, and 

that is the d estruction of the enemy's main 

field armies, not a detachment. The Russian 

forces in East Prussia may have amounted to 

a few hl.mdred thousands, but it was not a 

question of hundreds of thousands but of 

millions. Therefore no victory in East Prussia 

could be d ecisive, nor could any conceivable 

purs'uit carried out from East Prussia bring 

the Germans to any point of real in~portance 

to them or to the Russians. If r einforcements 

were to be sent to any place in the eastern 

theatre of war, it would be better to send them 

to Lemberg, because Germany could not afford 

to see h er ally smashed up. A little arithmetical 

calculation would sl.:tffice to show that the main 

Russian Army could not be up for a long time 

yet. The Russians may have had enough men 

to smash the Austrian Second Army, if given 

the chance; but they must not be given the. 

chance. It was the business of the Second 

Army to fight falling back continually 'till joined ' . 

by the First Army on the line of the San; and 

it was the business of the combined Austrian 

Armies to fight falling back continually until 

the Germans could come up after they had 

decisively defeated the French. The decisive 

point, therefore, was in France; and it was 

lOtto, Paris. 
GENERAL FOCH. 

lOtto, PaY1:s, 

GENERAL FRANCHET D'ESPERA Y. 

here and at once that the Germans should 

"concentrate superior force." To j weaken 

themselves at the decisive point at this moment 

would be a _ fatal mistake. What could the 

Russians do to injure permanently Germany or 

their ally? Those that were in East Prussia 

could not possibly force the impregnable line: 

of the Vistula; those that were in Galicia 

could not cross the Carpathians into Hungary 

to the south leaving undefeated armies on 

their fiank--they must advance westwards 

against those armies. . Those armies had 

a succession of excellent defensive positionR, 

such as the San, the Wistoka, the Donajee. 

The Russians could not exercise any material 

pressure on their enemies until they should 

reach the rich industrial region of Silesia. 

They were now at L'emberg-250 miles from 

Silesia. If the Austrians could reduce the 

rate of the enemy's advance to five miles a , 

day, he would not reach Silesia for seven or 

eight weeks. It is true that by then they 

would have lost the whole province 'of Galicia 

for a time, but it was b etter to lose it for a time 

than to lose it, and much else, for ever. In 

seven weeks the Germans would join them, 

having accomplished the complete defeat of 

the French. In seven weeks in 1866 the 

15--2 
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Germans had broken the Army of Austria to 

pieces, in less than eight weeks in 1870 they had 

destroyed the whole Regular army of 'France. 

YVhen the French advanced beyond the Moselle 

in 1870, von Moltke detrained on the Rhine 

instead of on the Saar, and thus, apparently , 

abandoned ninety miles of cOlmtry to the 

enemy. In that crisis the Germans had kept 

their h eads, and, in these exact.ly similar 

circumstances it behoved their sons to keep 

theirs. On the other hand it might be objected 

that the continued occupation of East Prussia 

and Galicia by the Russians could not fail to 

have a ·terrible effect on friends and foes and 

hesitating n eutrals , East Prussia n1.ust be 

cleared of the enemy and the Austrians must 

stand their ground at Lemberg. The Army 

in the East must be reinforced by troops 

from the West. The French and the British 

had been hunted from pillar to post. ' iVhat 

guarantee was there that they would not 

continue to retire indefinitely? If they should 

decide to stand their ground now, who could 

doubt the issue? .The Germans might be 

at some slight disadvant,age in point of 

numbers in ~he' whole field, but, since the ini

tiative lay with them, they would naturally 

spread a screen along the enemy's entire 

front, hurl overwhelming forces against a 

select ed point and smash up all opposition. 

" Success at the decisive point is su ccess every

where," not only in strategy but in tactics 

also. If the French could be beat en a t the 

decisive point they would be beaten ever y 

where. 

The distracted K ai:o:)r compromised: no 

troops were transferred from France, but a ll 

the troops on the eastern frontier of German y 

were sent to East Prussia-not to L emberg

a~d t he Kaiser could not bring himself to ad v ise 

the retreat of the Austrians until too late. 

Von Hindenburg inflicted a h eavy defeat on 
I Samsonoff at Ost erode (or Tannenberg ) on 

the last day of August, but this was a very poor 

set-off for the utter debacle of the Austrians 

two days la t er at Lemberg, where they were 

said to have lost 130,000 men-killed, wounded, 

and captured-and 200 guns. Four or five 

German Army Corps were immediately hurried 

from the western to the east ern front-again 

too la t e, for the Russians caught the Austrian 

First Army at Tomasow on September 5 and 

drove it westwards. Thus, b y the time that 

the fighting began in the basin of the Man1.e, 

the whole Austrian Army was in full r etreat 

on Cracow, and the Gennans were advancing 

to the d ecisive ba t t le of the west with the 

numerical odds somewhere about 100 to 85 

against them. Moreover , and most serious of 

all, the German n lan of campaign had been 
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changed twice: first, when the Left-Attack 

was changed into a L eft -Defence; and, 

secondly, when troops were transferred frOln 

the western to t h e east ern front b efore a decisive 

issue had been obtained in France, which obliged 

the Germans to turn their Right-Attack into 

a Right-Defence. The net result , as far as the 

struggles on the Marne were concerned, was to 

substitute an attempt to break the Allies' 

front for the attempt to envelop their flanks 

or flank. Thus did the battles of the east 

influence the numbers and dispositions of t he 

Germans in the decisive battles of the west. 

It was on the last day of July, 1914, that the 

Kaiser and his advisers took the st ep which 

flung the fate of man into the m elting pot of 

war. Just about a month later they took 

this other step of transferring troops from the 

western to the eastern front , which decided 

the issue, for within the octave, the fier y 

flood of German invasion which had swept 

across the fields of France and Belgium, 

burning and blotting out like ,molten lava , 

burst in thunder on the st eel-bolmd b arrier of 

the Franco-British Army at bay---and 'recoi led! 

The Marne was no ordinary battle. History 

records a score or more of so-called "decisive 

battles," each of which in its turn has stood 

GENERAL DE LANGLE DE CARY. 

GENERAL MANNOURY. 

like a mighty rock to divert the fortunes of the 

human race into this channel or that; and 

there is hardly one of these which has not been 

more immediately decisive in itself and, there

fore , nl.ore apparently decisive in its effects 

upon history than the " B attle of the Marne " ; 

but the more we appreciate the issu es at stake 

and the r eally fina l character of thtl decision 

determined in the basin of the Marne, the mor:e 

we sh all be convinced tha t the importance of 

that tremendous trial was as much greater than 

that of an y previous conflict as the population 

and prosp erity of the w orld to-day exceeds 

those of t imes past. The tide of T eutonic 

invasion h ere r eached its pitch. For months 

the rollers continued to hurl themselves upon 

t he breakwater, but the barrier did not break

the tide was on the ebb. 

" The moral," said Napoleon, 0< is to the 

physical factor as three is to one." " There is 

a force in war," says Henderson, " more potent 

than mere numbers." Of all the factors which 

went to determine the issue in the- basin of the 

Marne, there was, we may be sure, none so 

decisive ~s mo'ral. As was' inevitable, the Great 

Retreat had profoundly affected the issue of 

the whole campaign-~ot only in its material 

results, but more particularly in its moral 

r esults. It had settled for a gener a tion to 
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come the estimation in which the fighting man 

on each side would regard his opponent. The 

British soldier had formed a very definite 

appreciation of his antagonist, as a soldier and 

as a man. As a soldier h e admired the Ger

man's courage, but he ,marvelled at his poor 

shooting, his mass-t'1ctics, his lack of initia tive 

and intelligence, and the way in which h e p er 

mitted himself to b '<) h erded and driven intl) 

action by his officers. Re was , of COlU'se, n ot 

able to appraisG correctly German higher 

leadership and staff work, but he was a fir3t

class judge of m.atters within his competence. 

Re conceived a profound contempt for the 

German company officer and his utter want 

of consideration for his soldiers and the m

h abitan·ts of the country through which he 

passed. As a man he considered the German 

both a bully and a brute who had no notion 

of "playing the game." At Mons and after 

he had had some opportmuty of witnessing 

German atrocities. The extracts given b elow 

from letters written and statements made ~y 

British officers and men are typical of those 

which must · be within the know ledge of every 

English citizen. 

N ever was attack made 'with more reckless courage 
nor pressed with such relentless ferocity. And never 
w'as defen ce conducted with greater h eroism. Every 
mile has been contested with stubborn gallantry, British 
and French retiring with their faces to' the foe .... 
Their numbers were overwhelming. They gave us no rest. 
Night and day they hammered away, coming on like 

great waves. Th e gaps we made were filllJd ins t antl y. 
Their artill ery, w hich is well h andl ed, pl ayed u pon u s 
incessantly. Their cava lry sw ept down up on u s with 
amazin6 reckle,ssn ess.... Column a ft.er co lumn, 
squadron after squadron, m ass a fter m ass, th e en em y 
cam e on like a b a ttering ra m crushin g e verythin g in its 
way. Sha ttered t o fr ag m ents b y shot and sh e ll , t.h a 
hordes of the enem y seemed inst a nLl y to r e ne w them 
selves ; they s warmed on all sides. N othing but t.he 
sh eer p lLl ck, the s t edfas t courage; and t h e unfl inch ing 
d etermina tion of our soldi ers saved t h e Armv fro m 
annihilat ion. 

The losses Inflic t ed on the ene m y m ust h ave I; een 
enormOLlS. They a tt.ack ed in solid fo rm ation ,. a n d 
wh ole bri6'ades of infa n t ry w ere d ecim at.ed b y t h e fi r e 
of our rifl es and g uns . N o army of civilised m en can 
E' nd Llre s uch d evasta tion ,as was wro Ll ;;h t a m ongst, t h e· 
Germa n s in this long ba t t le over scores of miles . 

A private soldier says: 
They come up like a footb a ll crowd leaving H a rnp' 

stea d P a rk. They com e m ar ching up in drov es,· firi ng 
t h eir ri.fl es fr om their right hips. Th ey h ave a b solut ely 
n o idea of a im. If their rifle fire is bad, there is n o d oubt 
about the accuracy of their work wi th t h e machine guns' 
and h eavy a rtiller.y. The aeroplanes gave th em g reat 
h elp in finding the r an ge, and most of our sold iers w er e
injured by the shrapl'lel. 

Private Whittaker, of the Coldstream Guards, 

writes: 
The Germa ns ru.sh ed at u s like a cr owd streaming 

from a cup-tie a t the Crysta l P a lace. Y ou could n ot 
miss them. Our bull ets plough ed into them . bu t stih 
on they came. I was well entrench ed, and m y rifle got 
so hot I eould hardly hold it. 

Sir Robert Edgcumbe, of Newquay, r eceived 

a letter from his son, Lieut. O. P. EdgQ.umbe, 

1st Battalion D.C.L.L, on the staff of General 

Raking, in which the following passages occur :-

My r egiment h as had a b ad time, and I am dread
fully afraid tha t they h av e b een b adly cu t up , a lt h ou gh I 

SOME OF OUR MEN RESTING IN CAMP, [N I1wspapfr I llu strat-ions 
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·can £13 yet get no d etails. They were caught in a village 
by Germans in the houses, who had managed to get 
,there by wearing our tmiforms. N ever again sh all I 
respect t h e Germans. They h ave no code of h onour, 
·and there h ave been several cases of their wearing 
French and British uniforms, which i '3, of c()urt:e, against 
.the Geneva Convention. 

The following is from an officer of the Hoyal 

_Field Artillery: 

One night. we had a great attack on u s from a wood 
'near our camp. Over HOO Germans were coun ted next. 
·morning. They att.acked sh outing, " V ive I' Angle 
terre," h eaded by men dressed as peasants in French 
·uniforms. 

A sergeant, wotmded in the action near Mons 

says that: 

As h e lay h elpless on the ground the German infantry 
swept by. H e could hear from the imploring cries of 
the wounded in his front that they were being ruth
lessly put to d eath by their saY l1be foes . Clo~ing hi.3 

·eyes and simulating d eath, the wounded sergeant lay 
perfectly s till. As t h e Germans passed him h e received 
'a violent blow in t h e chest from the butt end of a rifle 
which broke one of his ribs . 

It is only fair to state that the Gern1.ans were 

not always brutal and callous. 

H. G. W. Irwin, of the South Lancashire 

H egiment, writes that after three days' hard 

fighting, in which the men behaved splendidly 

against overwhelming odds, he was wounded by 

.shrapnel. Owing to the darkness he and other 

wounded were overlooked, and were left lying 

all night in a turnip field. Eventually the 

,Germans discovered him and offered the 

kindest treatment to him and other wounded. 

A German soldier brought him a bundle of hay 

to lie on, and later he was taken by ·tretcher 

bearers 'to a temporary hospital where he 

lay for a fortnight. He was then taken to 

Valenciennes, and by the kinci...'1.ess of the 

German commandant was permitted to write 

to his friends, the letter being forwarded 

through Germany. 

Lieut. Irwin says the hospital was left to the 

Germans w hen the Allies retired. All the 

French doctors and nurses remained on duty 

and the wounded prisoners received every con

sideration from the German officials. 

And what of France and the French, upon 

whom the brunt of the fighting and losses in 

men and material were bound to fall-at first, 

at all events? 

The Germans had advanced from Mons to 

near Luzarches with a venon1. never surpassed 

and a vigour never equalled in history. ' On 

August 31 they were as near Notre Dame as 

Tilbury or Staines, Hertford or Heigate is to 

St.. Paul's. The Military Governor of Paris, 

wishing to be rid of " les bouches inutiles," had 

invited the citizens to leave, and nearly a third 

of the population had departed and the Govern

ment had withdrawn to Bordeaux. Those who 

remained were calm. The German airmen 

who had sought to terrorise the peoFle b:r :1 
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daily shower of bombs had achieved nothing 

more than the murder and mutilation of a few 

elderly men and little girls. Even this had 
. practically ceased, since half a dozen French 

airmen had been detailed to attack the Gerrn.an 

aeronauts at sight. 

In 1871 the advocates of lmcompromising 

. natronal defence were the object of merciless 

attacks at the hands of vindictive political 

opponents; 43 years later no voice was 

raised in captious criticism. of the statesmen 

or strategists responsible for the national 

safety. 

The defence of the great city had b een 

completely thought out and calmly prepared . . 

Hundreds of civil engineers, masons, and other 

artisans had volw~teered to clear the fields of 

fire arow~d the outer and im~er rings of forts 

and to com~ect up the forts themselves and to 

block or cover all roads ieading into Paris with 

entrenchments, barbed wire entanglements, 

chevau.x de frise and abattis. Aeroplanes 

armed with mitrailleuses continually circled in 
the sky. Immense quantities of food and 

munitions of war had been concentrated in and 

about the city. Cattle, sheep and milch cows 

in tens of thousands were corralled on almost 

every green space within the defensive peri

meter of 90 miles . The Bois de Boulogne was 

one vast stockyard. Thousands of soldiers 

were encamped at such places as Versailles and 

Fontainebleau on the outskirts. 

Myriads of refugees had poured into Paris 

from all the country to the north and east. In 

many to'wnships in the track of the advancing 

Germans even the authorities had fled to avoid 

the certainty of beirig arrested as h ostages and 

the probability of being shot on any pretext . 

Everywhere, however, the cure stood his 

ground, the father of his flock, the comforter of 

the bereaved, the mayor, the village constable, 

and the general factotwn of the n eighbourhood . 

He often paid for his fidelity with his life, but 

he never flinched from his post. Hundreds of 

thousand~ of people had been induced to move 

on from Paris by t.he offer of free fares on the 

railway. Many refugees left b y road. Inter

minable files of ox-"wagons, tradesmen's carts, 

horse·carriages and motor-cars stretched along 

all the roads leading southwards from Paris, 

and everywhere might be seen broken-down 

vehicles, jettisoned luggage and stranded way

farers. 

But. P aris herself- and France like Paris

awaited the stroke of impending fate, ,quietly 

and hopefully prepared to resist to the death, 

and comforted with the thought that, if the 

vv'orst should come to the worst, the fall of Paris 

'would riot again involve the fall of France. As 

B ernhardi had pointed out, the fall of a fortress 

-e'ven that of Paris herself- would not again 

n ecessarily decide the issue of a campaign. 

It wa.'3 estimated before the war that Germany 

'would mobilize some 25 Army Corps (3 Divisions 

each) of First Line troops and a like number of 

" R.eserve" Army Corps (2 Divisions each) of 

Second Line troops. It was expected, and th" 

event went to show, that Germany would 
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allocate a fifth of her forces to a defensive 

campaign against Russia, while with 100 

. German and 36 Italian Divisions she over

whelmed the 90 or 100 First and Second Line 

Divisions which, it was thought, France might 

be able to put in I the field. The defection of 

Haly and the accession of Britain and Belgium 

to the side of the Dual Alliance brought the odds 

about level. Germany, however, designed to 

gain time as well as to save it. She, therefore, 

commenced her mobilization secretly some days 

beforB her prospective adversaries, and it is 

probable that on August 22 there were 100 

German ·Divisions against, perhaps, 75 French, 

British and Belgian Divisions. During the next 

fortnight the Franco-British Army must have 

been raised to about 95 Divisions, while, as we 

have seen, the Germans were reduced to, 

perhaps, 80 Divisions by the transference of 

troops from the western to the eastern front 

and the necessity of providing a garrison for 

Belgium and the lines of communication. 

Allowing 20,000 men to a Division, and adding 

Staffs, Cavalry, Army Troops, &c., there must 

have been rather more than two rnillion French 

and British and rather less than thg,t number 

of Germans extended on the front Paris-Verdun

Belfort. Of combatants actually engaged 

there might have been about three millions 

altogether. 

On September 4, a s we have seen, it became 

known to the Allies that the columns of von 

Kluck's German First Army which had pursued 

the British from Mons south-westwards to the 

outworks of Paris had suddenly turned sharp td 

their left-i.e., south-eastwards. At the tUl1el 
1 

and for some time afterwards, the reason for 

this sudden change of objective, which clearl,)~ , 
indicated a change of plan, wa~ much debated i 

but it is now certain that it was due mainly to 

the transference of German troops from the 

western to the eastern frorit, which necessitated 

a closing in towards the left. This move of 

the 1st German Army to its left was a bold 

and most perilous operation, for it required 

von Kluck to execute a "flank ii;arch" a long 

the front of the British and 6th French Armies 

and exposed his right flank to attack by those 

Armies. Everything now depended on which 

belligerent could attain his object first. Could 

. the French Centre, possibly dispirited by 

retreat, withstand the rush of the victorious 

T eutorrs· ? Could the British, exhausted by 

their long retreat and possibly by their 

losses; participate effectively in the counter

attack; and, if so, could the German First 

Army, after all its imn1.ense exertions, support 

the impact of a determined cOlmter-stroke? 

It was obvious that if the Allies were to 

achieve success that success would not be 

complete unless the 6th French Army could 

make itself master of the railway by which the 

First German Army was supplied. 

The question arose, "vVhat point will the 

Germans select for their attempt?" It was 

obvious that they would strike as near to the 

FRENCH SOLDIERS CARRYING A MA~lilNE GUN. 
l:\' ewspaper llht>trations. 

E£cb man has a sectiaD. 
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line of the French fortresses as possible, because 

success ip this direction would enable them to 

drive the Allies' centre and left away, from the 

resources of the rich south and the great pen

tagon of ring-fortresses (Belfort, Epinal, Lan

gres, Dijon, Besan<jon) especially designed to 

shelter beaten armies; to cut off the French 

frontier fortresses and eastern armies; and 

reduce those fortresses and thus open a shorter 

and better line of supply with Germany. But, 

not only was the line of the Meuse heavily 

fortified, but the adjacent country was very 

hilly, covered with forests separated by strips 

of pasture land studded with spinneys and 

copses, traversed by hedges and broken by 

ravines. Running north and south parallel 

with the terrain of the Mcuse, and separated 

from it by a comparatively narrow and broken 

valley, was the long forest-clad hill-barrier of 

the Argonne ending at Triaucourt and con

tinued southwards by a line of lakes and vast 

forests. In all these regions the population was 

comparatively sparse, supplies scanty, roads 

~nd railways few and far between, which 

prohibited the operations and supply of a large 

force, and nothing but a large force could hope 
to break the French line. 

West of the difficult country of the Meuse and 

the Argonne stretched the interminable plain 

of the Champagne-Pouilleuse, the plain of 

Chalons, the Aldershot of France, a htmdred 

miles and more from nor,th to south and 

some forty miles in width. A bare, open 

undulating country of alternate heath and 

plough, scarred here and there by lines of 

small newly planted firs. A lonely, lost, 

depressing region, but sacred to Gaul and Frank 

as the ground on which from time immemorial 

they have repulsed invasions from -the east. 

Here and there amid these endless wastes there 

is to be found some place of interest--the field 

of Valmy and the tomb of K ellerman, the 

house where J oan of Arc was born, the spot 

where Goethe stood and wondered if this were 

the beginning of a new world, the home of 

Danton, the" Camp of Attila "-a huge oval 

banl~, several hundred yards in length, towering 

massive and lonely above the desolate rolling 

plain. Here, then, was the ideal terrain for the 

German effort. History was about to repeat 

herself. Once more the fate of France would be 

decided on the field of Chalons. 

On the west of the plain of Champagne lies 

the PI!1teau of Sezanne. If we imagine that 

plain and plateau were once on the same general 

level, that a long irregular fissure running 

ronghly north and south suddenly appeared 

between the two, and that the plain then sank 

some 300 ft., we should have the line of bluffs 

in which the plateau falls to the plain under the 

name of "Les Falaises de Champagne." At 

the foot of these "cliffs" runs the road from 

La Fere-Champenoise to Rheims. Some fifty 

miles west, in the neighbourhood of Meaux, 

the plateau sinks into the Plain of Paris. 

Linking plain and plateau lies the Marne. 

. It rises near Langres and flows northward 

through hilly and thickly wooded country to 

St. Dizier, north-westward across the Plain of 

Champagne, past Vitry-Ie-FranyoiR and Chalons, 

and westward through the Plateau of Sezanne, 

by Epernay, Chateau Thierry, La FerM-sous

J ouarre and Meaux, to join the Seine south of 

Paris. In the neighbourhood of Meaux the 

Marne receives three tributaries-the Ourcq, 

from the north, and the Grand Morin and the 

Petit Morin, from the east. Towards the eastern 

borders of the Plateau of Sezanne lie Les Marai::; 

de St. Gond-ten miles long from east to wes t 

and a mile or two broad-the source of the Petit 

Morin, which has been converted into a drain 

to carry off the waters of the marshes now in 

process of reclamation. 

The right half of the Allies' line was based on 

the fortified line Belfort-Verdun. The left 

half of their line extended from Verdun and the 

difficult count~y of the Argonne and the 



THE T I MES HISTORY OF THE WA R. 53 

BRITISH, FRENCH, AND MOROCCAN TROOPS AT THE FRONT. 
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Meuse to Paris-the greatest fortress ill the 

world. Therefore both flanks were secure from 

being turned, and the Germans were reduced to 

the attempt to break the centre , while their 

right was exposed to an attack in flank. Their 

troops in this direction had made such enormous 

exertions during the last three weeks a:g.d their 

losses ha:d been so heavy that they must have 

been brought perilousiy near exhaustion. Their 

lines of communication, stretching over· 200 

ITllles to Brussels, must have presented many 

difficulties and many anxieties. Their whole 

Army was cOl1.1.mitted to a tactical effort 

abhorred of German theorists. From Frederi ck 

the Great, who declared that ab()Ve all things 

it was necessary for the Prussians to throw 

their greatest weight on their adversaries' 

wings, down to von Schlieffen, who points out 

that the effort against the Austrians at Sadovya 

was futil e, the envelopment of an enemy 's 

flank or flanks, n ot the breaking of his line, had 

been . the aim of German ' t acticians- Sedan, 

not Ligny, had b een their ideal. IVloreover, in 

this part icular instance success against the 

Allies' centre would not~ n ecessarily have b een 

d ecisive. The Germans would still have Paris 

upon ' bne flank and the French frontier fort· 

Tesses and armies upon the other flank; and 

the Allies' lines of retr~at across the Seine were 

all open ,and offered the means of rallying 

further back. But for the Germans defeat 

must inev,itably mean that downfall which 

General von B ernhardi said must follow the 

failure of her bid for world·power. 

The Allies can face d efeats. F or Germ an y a s in g le 
d efeat in a ba t t le on the grand scale lTlUst now m ean fina l 
failure . She fights with every civilized nation pra ying 
for h er downfall, and for the obliteration of the p erverse 
ambitions which have led h er t o pl Lm ge the world into 
s trife. . . . W e note t.hat the Crown Prince' s Army is 
believed to b e n ear Chiilon s , a place o f e vil omen for any 
At tila or his offspring. . . . H ere A t til a was over · 
whelmed and h ere prophets innumera ble h a ve decla red 
that some day Armageddon would b e fought. It is b eing 
waged upon the very ground where N a poleon conducted 
his campaign of 1814, which still r em ains a m ast erpiece 
of d efen sive stra t egy. F ere·Champen oise .. . was t h e 
scene of the famous resistance of a Fren ch force which 
refused to surrender to t h e Allies even when its gen era l 
h ad d elivered up hi.' sword. The whole region is full of 
inspiration for t h e Army of France . (1'he T im e8, 
Septemb er 9.) 

The higher command on b oth sides took their 

soldiery into their confidence. The French 

offi cers were directed to explain to their m en 

tha t the retreat from the B elgian frontier 

had b een a strategical movement designed t o 

gain time; that the plans of the Great General 

Staff had now matured ; and tha t the momen t 

had arrived for decisive action. 

On September 6 General J offre , the Com

m ander-in-Chief, issued an order to all the 

French troops in the following t er ms :-

At t.he momen t when a b a ttle on which the welfal'e 
of thA country d ep ends is about to b egin, I feel it incum 
b ent upon m e to r emind y ou a ll that this is no lon ger the 
time to look behind. All our efforts must b e directeci. 
t owards attacking and driving back the enemy. An 
Army which can no longer advan ce must. at all cos t s 
keep the grolmd it has won, and a llow it se lf t o b e l.;:illed 



THE TIMES HIS TORY OF THE lVAR. 55 

on th e spot rather th a n gi ve way. I n t h e p resen t 
cLrcum stances no faltering can be tolerated. 

On the same date Sir John French issued 

t he following Special Army Order to t he British 

troops :-
After a rn.ost t rying series of op erations, mostly in 

ret irem en t , which h ave been rendered necessary by t h e 
g'enera l stra t egic plan of the Allied Armies, t h e British 
fo rces s t and t o-day formed in line with their French 
comrades , read y t o a ttack the enemy. Foiled in their 
attempt t o invest P aris, the German s have been driven 
to move in an easterly and sou t h-east erly direction, with 
t he apparent inten t ion of fa lling in strength on the 
5th Fren ch Army . In t his opera tion they are exp osing 
t heir right flank and t h eir line of communications to an 
a ttack from the combined 6th Fren ch Army and the 
B ri t ish force~. ' 

I call upon the Brit ish Army in Fran ce to now show 
t he enemy its power, and t o push on v igorously to the 
a ttack beside the 6th Fren ch Army. 

I am sure I shall not call upon them in vain, bu t that, 
on the contrary, by another manifestation of the m ag
nificent spirit which they have shown in the p ast fortnight, 
they will fall on the enemy's flank with a ll their strength, 
a nd in unison with their Allies drive them back. 

On the entry of the victorious French into 

Vitry-Ie-Frangois there was found in the house 

that had
l 
been occupied by the ~taff of the 8th 

German Army Corps the following order signed, 

by Lieut. - General Tiilff von Tschepe und 

'Veidenbach :-
Vitry-le-Franyois, Sep t . 7, 10.30 p.m. 

The object of our long and arduous marches has been 
achieved. The principal French troops have been 
forced to accept battle after having b een continually 
forced back. The great decision is undodbtedly at 

h and. To-morrow, t h erefore , the whole strength of the 
German Army, as well -as all tha t of our Army Corps, 
arc bound to b e engaged all along the line from Paris to 
V erdun. T o save the welfare a nd 'honour of Germany 
1 exp ect every officer and man, notwithstanding the 
h ard and h er oic fi ghts of the last few days, to do his 
duty "Lmswerv ingly and to the last breath. Everything 
d epends on the result of to-morrow. 

Both Armies-the German and the French

. were. nunlbered from the right. By the 

morning of Sunday, September 6, the French 

1st and 2nd Armies, based on the line Belfort

Verdun, were facing the German 7th (von 

H eeringen) and 6th (Crown Prince of Bavaria) 

Armies in AJsace and Lorraine. The extreme 

right of the French still clung to a corner of 

Alsace, and their ce:r:tre to Nancy, while the 

left of the 2nd Army lay east and north of 

Verdun. 

During the Battle of the Marne these German 

Armies attacked the French Armies opposed to 

them. At Nancy, in particular, these attacks 

were of a desperate nature, There was a great 

l.mfortified gap between the fortresses of Toul 

and Epinal, and the object of this attack on 

. Nancy was to penetrate behind the main French 

Army, so that a success on the Plain of Chalons 

would enable the Germans to cut off the 2nd, 

3rd, and part of the 4th French Armies, together 

with the fortified line Verdun-Toul with its 

garrisops. 

MEAUX. [Top ical 

The Pont du Moulin. destroyed by French Enaineers. 
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THE BRIDGE AT PONTOISE. 

General Sarrail's 3rd French Army was based 

on Verdun and the Meuse Heights. His right 

extended to a point north of Verdun and his 

left towards Bar-le-Duc. Thus he faced .west 

and stood back to back with the 2nd French 

Army. The 3rd German Army (Crown Prince) 
which had poured westwards through Luxem

burg and turned south through the Argonne, 

now faced to attack the 3rd French Army, with 
the object of breaking the French fortified line 

Verdun-Toul at Fort Troyon and thus complete 

the investment of Verdun. 

A glance at the map of the districts adjacent 

to the frontiers common to Germany and France 

will show that all the railways which cross this 

frontier are led through the . great French 

frontier fortresses and diverge again on both 
sides. 

General de Langle's 4th French Army was 

south of Vitry-le-Frangois, facing north. It 

stretched across aJmos~ the whole plain . of 

ChaJons, which had been selected by the 
Germans for their principal effort, and it had 

for its chief opponents the 4~h German Army 
(Prince of Wiirtemberg). 

The Srd German Army (von Hausen's Saxon 

Army) seems to have been much reduced by 
this date. Most of its units reappeared later on 

the eastern front. The gap thus created in the 

German strategical line had been filled by 

von Biilow closing in to his left and by von 

Kluck turning sharp to his left when almost in 
touch with the out~r defe-iices'-of -Paris, so as to 

close in on von Billow. 

General Foch's newly · fODmed · 9t-h F-rench 

Army had just been br-ought up between the 

4th and 5th Armies. According to L e T emps of 

September 5 it held the line Camp de Mailly

Sezanne, but it is probable that its left, flank 

extended further west. Its principal opponent 

was the 2nd German Army (von Biilow). 

General d'Esperey's 5th French Army h eld 

the line Esternay-Courtecon with Conneau' s 
Cavalry on its left flank, while General Pau's 

6th French Army, advancing from the north 

of Paris, pushed eastward with its right 
on the Marne, near· Meaux, and its left 

towards Betz. These two French Armies h ad 

for their chief opponent the 1st German Army 
(von I{luck). The latter proceeded to act as 

if he had only these two armies to deal with. 

He left the 2nd and 4th Reserve Corps on the 

east side of the Ourcq, between La Ferte Milon 

and the Marne, facing west, to hold off the 

6th French Army, while with the 4th, 3rd and 

7th Corps he advanced to Coulommiers, 

R ebai3, La Ferte Gaucher, and points between 

that place a:nd Montmirail, with the apparent 
intention of attacking the centre and left of the 

5th' French Army. It is difficult to understand 

how any German General could have come t~. 

consider the British Army a negligible quantity. 

It is true that for more than a generation t~e 
Germans had been engaged in persuading their 

fellow-countrymen, particularly their troops, 

that their own Army was very much superior to· 

any other in the world. Being driven by 
necessity to adopt universal service, with a 
very short Colour-Service, they had sought t o 

establish · the great superiority of the new 
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system by decrying the old. The volunteer 

long-service Army of Britain was to them a 

relic of the Dark Ages, and they never lost any 

opportunity of declaring that its officers were a 

sport-loving band of amateurs and its rank and 

file a mob of " mercenaries" recruited by crime 

and Illmger from the dregs of the population. 

It is related that when someone suggested to 

Bismarck that the British Army might be 

landed in Germany, he very quietly replied: 

" If it does, I shall ring for the pOlice and have 

it locked \~p." We have related how a general 

order is 'ued by the Kaiser in August had 

described it as "contemptible." It had been 

forced to retreat from its position at Mons and 

had been driven back for nearly a fortnight. 

Taking one consideration with another, the 

German authorities seem to have concluded 

that the British Army really could be ruled out 

of the immediate problem. Anyone who has 

been in touch with German thought for the 

last generation must have obser ved in them the 

peculiarly Chinese charactt;lristic of deciding 

that a thing m~t be so because they wish it to 

be so. On this occasion it was very incon

venient for the Germans that the British Army 

should be able to intervene in the approaching 

struggle, and, therefore, of course, it could not 

[Und&r"dJood 0- Unde1wood 

LIVE SHELLS LEFT ON THE BA TTLE
FIELD BY THE GERMAN S IN THEIR 

RETREAT. 

do so. The only other possible explanation 

is that the Germans ·had to "chance it." 

There was a gap between the 5th and 6th 

French Armies, and the Germans proposed to 

hold off the latter while they enveloped the 

[Spon 0- Ge71B1'ol. 

GUN TRENCH AND SHELL CASES ABANDONED BY THE OERMANS. 
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left wing of the former, but the troops engaged 

in the latter operation would themselves be 

liable to an attack in flank by any' troops which 

might come up in the interval between the two 

French Armies. As a matter of fact at this 

moment .the British Army, to the ext ynt of 

five strong Divisions, with five Cavalry Brigades, 

was lying concealed by the Forest of Crecy 

from Villeneuve-le-Comte to J ouy-Ie-Chateau. 

That von Kluck thought that, there was at least 

a remote possibility of the intervention of the 

British is suggested by the fact that he des

patched his 2nd ' Cavalry Division towards 

Coulommiers, and his 9th Cavalry Division to 

a point west of Crt'cy, Thus placed, the 

German horsemen should be able to notify the 

approach of any hostile troops from the 

south-west. 

The batHe may be said to have commenced 

with the advance of the 6th French Army 

against the Ourcq. The Germans consisted of 

three First Line Divisions of the 2nd Corps and 

two Second Line Divisions of the 4th Reserve 

Corps. They held the p lateau on the east bank 

of the Ourcq, which here runs in a deep trench 

or ravine. They held most of the villages 

on the plateau west of the Ourcq as advanced 

posts. The 6th French A.l"my consisted of three 

" Active" and four Second Line Divisions, and 

had to capture the villages on the west bank of 

the Ourcq before they could proceed to the 

attack of the enemy's main position across the 

river. The fighting resolved itself into as many 

separate combats as there were villages h eld by 

the Germans, who, on being obliged to evacuate 

any point held by them, proceeded to set it on 

fire to postpone the enemy's occupation, and to 

p ermanently deny to him any shelter it might 

afford. The other French Armies all 'became 

engaged in a series of furious, but practically 

stationary, combats, in which neither side 

made any progress except on the right of the 

3rd French Army, which was gradually pushed 

southwards along the heights of the ::\feuse. 

It was at this moment that the British con

tingent entered the fight and created a situation 

which was both dramatic and almost imme

diately decisive. It was organized in three 

Army Corps.* The First and Second consisted 

of the 1st and 2nd, 3rd and 5th Divisions, 

a ll of which had fought at MOllS. The 

* Lieut.-General W. P. Pulteney took over the command of 
the 3rd Corps just, beforo the commencement of the Battle of 
the Marne. 

GERMAN SOLDIERS IN THEIR TRENCHES. 
In the fore~round is an Officer . superintending the sighting of a machine gun. 
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FRENCH . ZQUA YES BURYING THE DEAD AFTER 

so-called 3rd Army Corps consisted of the 

4th Divi,sion, most of which had been engaged 

on August 26, and the 19th Brigade, which 

had been formed of battalions on the lines of 

commlUllcation and rushed up to the front 

when it was discovered that the enemy's forces 

opposed to the British at Mons were very much 

larger than had been anticipated. Thus the 

British Army may be put down at five Divisions 

with five Brigades of Cavalry. These Divisions 

broke up from their billets and bivouacs at 

dawn Ori Sunday, September 6, and advancing 

north-eastwards through the Forest of Crecy, 

drove in the enemy's Cavalry Divisions and 

Infantry Advance Guards. By nightfall they 

had established themselves on the line Dagny-

Coulommiers -Maison. "I should conceive it 

to have been about noon on Septmnber 6," says 

Sir John French, "that the enemy realized the 

powerful threat that was being made against 

the flank of his colmnns moving south-east." 

On September 7 the British Army, continued 

to drive the enemy in front of it, and by night- . 

fall had reached the line of the Grand Morin ; 

and it may be noted that five British Cavalry 

Brigades (45 Squadrons) engaged and defeated 

the 2nd, 9th, and Guard (German) Cavalry 

Divisions (72 Squadrons). 

The enforced retre~.t of the eneIny's Corps on 

the west uncovered the west flank of the troops 

operating against the 5th French Army, and 

obliged thorn to retreat, so that by nightfall the 

5th French Army had advanced up to the Grand 

Morin between Esternayand La Fert8 Gaucher. 

. " 

On September 7 (says Sir John French) both the 5th 
and 6th French Armies were heavily engaged on our 
flank. The 2nd and 4th Reserve German Corps on the 
Ourcq vigorously opposed the advance of the French 
towards that river, but did not prevent the 6th Army 
from gaining some headway, the Germans themselves 
suffering serious losses. The French 5th Army threw 
the enemy back to the line of the Grand Morin River 
a.fter inflicting severe losses upon them. . . 

The enemy retreated before our advance, covered by 
his 2nd and 9th and Guard Cavalry Divisions, which 
suffered severely. 

Our Cavalry acted with great vigour, especially 
General De Lisle's Brigade with the 9th Lancer!;! and 
18th Hussars. 

On Monday, the 7t4 (says the Press Bureau), the 
Germans commenced tQ retire towards the north-east. 
This was the first time that these troops had turned back 
since their attack at Mons a fortnight before, and, from 
reports received, the order to retreat when so close to 
Paris was a bitter disappointment. From letters found 
on the dead there is no doubt that there was a general 
impression amongst the enemy's troops that they were 
about to enter Paris. 

The fighting further east was everywhere 

furious. The battle swayed backwards land 

forwards with "charge, co~ter-charge, and 

rally," but 'with little definite result, except that 

a succession of determined assaults in the 

neighbourhood of N ancy were repulsed with 

heavy loss under the eyes of the Kaiser, and 

the right of the 3rd French Army was pushed 

sufficiently south to enable the Crown Prince 

to bombard Fort Troyon. Maubeuge is re· 

ported to have fallen this day, and a number of 

German troops were set free to reinforce their 

field armies; but the defence of .the place had 

obstructed the main line of railway required 

for the supply of von Kluck's Army, and its 

capture had only been effected with enormous 

losses . 
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[Newspaper Illu.strations_ 

BRITISH ARTILLERY PASSING THROUGH A VILLAGE. 

On September 8 the French 6th Army got 

to grips with the German Flank Guard on the 

Ourcq, and the fighting became of the most 

sanguinary character. 

The British fought their way to the line 

of the Marne and Petit Mor-in from near 

Trilport to near La Tretoire. 

The 1st Army Corps encountered stubborn resistan ce 
at La Tretoire (north of Rebais). The enemy occupied 
a strong position with infantry and guns on the nort,hem 
bank of the Petit Morin River; they were dislodged 
with considerable loss. Several machine guns and many 
prisoners were capture<;i. and upwards of two hundred 
German dead were left on the ground. 

The forcing of the Petit Morin at this point was much 
assisted by the Cavalry and the 1st Division, which 
crossed higher up the stream. Later in the day a 
counter-attack by the enemy was well repu lsed by the 
1st Army Corps, a great many prisoners and some guns 
again falling into our hands .... The 2nd Army Corps 
encountered considerable opposition, but drove back 

Ithe enemy at all points with great loss, making con-
siderablo captures. 

The 3rd Army Corps also drove back considerable 
bodies of the enemy's infantry and made some captures. 
-SIR JOHN FRENCH. 

The 5th French Army, greatly assisted by 

tIle British operations, attacked the enemy 

fiercely, stormed Montmirail and two other 

villages by hand-t.o-hand fighting, and estab

lished itself on the Petit Morin. The flank of 

the 2nd German Army being now uncovered, 

was obliged to withdraw. and the 9th French 

Army was enabled to advance its left and 

Gentre to the line of the Petit Morin. 

On September 9 the enemy had resigned him

self to tIle idea of a general retreat. He there 

fore held La Ferte-sous-Jouarre strongly, re

inforced his Flank Guard on the Ourcq, delivered 

a number of furious counter-attacks on the 

6th French Army, and under cover of these 

demonstrations withdrew the whole of his 

,vest flank. The 6th French Army was now 

in full possession Df the west hank. The 

fighting was of, a peculiarly desperate character, 

but the French hold upon tIle positions they 

had won was "Lillshaken. At one spot the 

Germans tried all day to complete a pontoon 

bridge. The French allowed the Germans 

nearly to complete this, and then opened on it 

with their guns and destroyed it. The weather 

which up to now had been perfect, in fact, too 

hot, changed, and rain fell in torrents, accom

panied hy a terrific wind. 

The 3rd Army Corps on the British left was 

lillable to bridge the river at La F erte-sous

J ouarre in the face of a strong rearguard with 

machine-gUY).s, and, therefore, did not get across 

here until after nightfall, but it pushed a party 

across near Changis which established itself on 

the north bank in the afternoon. The 1st and 
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2nd Army Corps h ad little difficulty in driving 

in the en emy's reargu ards on the P etit Morin, 

when ce they advan ced upon Ch arly and 

Cha teau Thierry , wh ere they forced the p as

sages of the river and est.ablish ed them selves 

som e miles to the n or th. 

'The advan ce of the 1st and 2nd British Army 

Corps h ad driven a wedge b etween the Germ ans 

on the Ourcq and von Bi:i.low's west flank, and 

the Germ an Armies found themselves con

strained to give way in sections comm en cing 

from the west. Sir John Fren ch says :-

D uring th e day's pursuit t h e en emy suffered heavy 
loss in k illed and wOUllded, some hund reds of p r ison ers 
fell into our h ands an d a batt ery of eigh t m achine guns 
was cap t ured by th e 2nd D ivision . ... 

T h e left of the 5th French Army reach ed the n eigh
bourhood of Ch a t eau Thierry after t h e most severe 
fighting, h a.ving driv en th e enemy complet ely n ort.h of 
t h e r iver with great loss, 

T h e fi ghting of this Army in the neighbourhood of 
Montmira il was v ery severe . 

As an example of the spirit which inspired 

our Allies the following t ran slation of t h e 

Ordre du Jour publish ed on September 9 after 

the b attle of Montm ira il b y t h e Com mander of 

the F ren ch 5th Army is given: 

Soldiers,- Upon t h e memorable fi elds of Mon tmira il , 
of Vauch amps, of Ch ampaubert, which a cen tury ago 
witnes1ed the vict ories of ou r an cestors over Bliich er' s 
P russians . your v igorou s offensive h as t riumphed over 
t he resistan ce of t h e Germans. H eld on his fl anks, his 
cen t re broken , t h e enemy is now retreating towards 
east an d nort.h b y forced mar c he!" . T h e most renowned 

a rmy corps of Old Pr Llssia . t h e contingents of W estpha lia , 
of H an over , of Brand Em burg, have retired in haste 
before you. 

This first success is no more than a prelude. T h e 
enem y is sh ak en, but n ot yet decisively beaten. 

Y ou have still to undergo severe hardships, to m ak e 
lon g m ar ch es, t o fi gh t h a rd battles. 

May the image of our country, soiled b y barbarians, 
always remain before your ey es. N ever was it more 
necessary to sacrifice a ll for h er. 

Saluting the heroes who have fall en in the fighting of 
the last fe'f days, my though ts turn towards you-t he 
vict ors in the next b a ttle . 

Forward, soldiers, for France! 
Mon tmira il , September 9, 19 14. 

Gen era l Comman d ing the Vth Army, 
FRANCHET n'ESPEREY. 

The 3rd Fren ch Army, a ttacked in front, 

fl ank, and rear, was very hard pressed this day, 

but m an aged to hold ou t . On the Fren ch 

right (or east face) a mm~ber of assaults de

livered by the Germans were repulsed, and som e 

slight advance was m a de. W e may suspect 

tha t the German attacks in these parts were 

designed to conceal the transference of troops 

from Alsace-Lorraine to the west flank. Here, 

a lso, were conc~ntrated the troops set free by 

the fall of Maubeuge and others which had 

hitherto been holding such places as Amiens 

and Arras. 

On Thursday, the lOth, the 1st German Army 

bea t a h ast y retreat, which obliged their 2nd 

Army to conform . The British Army led the 

p ursuit in echelon from the right-that is t o 

say, the 1st Army Corps from Chateau Thierry 

FRENCH OUTPOSTS. lNewspater Illu strations. 

This Photograph is typical of the Plain of Champagne. 
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was the most advanced, while the 2nd Arrny 

Corps followed to the left r ear of the 1st, and 

,the 3rd Army CorpB from La Ferte-sous

.J ouarre followed to the left rear of the 2nd. 
The advance was resumed at daybreak on the 10t h 

up to the line of the Ourcq (which h ere runs east and 
west), opposed b y strong rearguards of all arms. The 
1st and 2nd Corps, assist ed by the Cavalry Division on 
.t he right, the 3rd and 5th Cav alry Brigades on the left, 
,drove the enemy northwards. Thirteen glUlS, seven 
m a chine gtUlS, about 2,000 prisoners, and quantities of 
t ran sport fell into our h ands. The en em y left m an y 
dead on the field. On this day the Fren ch 5th and 6th 
Armies h ad little opposition.- SIR J OHN FRENCH. 

It was raining in torrents and the roads were 

bad going. The Germans had got their heavy 

'guns away the evening b efore, but even so it is 

wonderful that they should have succeeded in 

sa ving them. 
The retreat of the Germans on the 9th had 

-evidently been carefully prepared, and the last 

of their infantry escorting their guns were 

hurried away in motor cars. 
The 6th French Army, and what had been 

von Kluck's flank guard, moved . rapidly to

wards the line Compiegne-Soissons; the 5th 

French Army reached the Marne from Chateau 

Thierry to Dormans. By nightfall the left of 

.the 9th French Army had followed in echelon 

to the right rear of the 5th Army, and the centre 

-of the 9th French i \.rmy had driven the Prussian 

'Guard Corps into the marshes of St. Gond, 

while its right was still engaged in a furious, 

'but practically stationary, combat between 

Fere-Champenoise and Mailly-le-Camp. 

The unfortunate Prussian Guard set out to 

retreat across the swamps by the four tracks 

vvhich lead across them northwards, but just 

a t this time it came on to rain, and m en , 

.horses and guns were said to h ave been en -

gulfed in consider able num b ers. This corps 

d' eli te had suffered h eavily , and achieved litt lo 

during the whole campaign. It is true tha t 

they broke the French line on the Sambre on 

August 22, but they here encountered th o 

forrilldable Algerian Corps, and, like their 

opponents, s"llife:red t erribly. On August 2G 

they were employed against the British at Le 

Cat eau, and were decimated. Three days la ter 

they were assa.iled by the 5th French Army 

and flung back at Guise. By the time they 

em erged from the slough of St. Gond they were 

little but the wrecks of the proud Corps whicb 

had left B erlin five weeks before with sucb 

confident anticipations of adding to its laurels. 

On the plain to the east a violent engagement 

r a.ged, in which, however, the French made 

little progress. Here both sides sought to 

advance, each in turn attacking the other' s 

tren ch es at the p oint of the b ayonet. Back

wards and forwards swayed this deadly,hand-to

hand conflict, in which an observer estimates 

the Germans lost from 15,000 to 20,000 dead 

alone. 
Many of the enem y were killed and wounded, and t h e 

numerous thick woods which d ot t h e country n orth of 
the Mame are fill ed with German straggler s. Most of 
them appear t o h ave b een withou t food for at least t wo 
days. Indeed, in this area of oper a tion s t he Germans 
seem t o b e dem oralized and inclined t o surrender in 
small p arties, and the genera l sit u ation appears to bo 
m ost favourable to the Allies. 

Much brutal and sen seless damage h as been done in 
the v ill ages occupied by the enem y . Property has been 
wantonly destr oyed, pictures in t h e cha t eaux h ave been 
ripped up, and the h ouses gen erally p illa3ed. It is 
stated on lUlimpeachab le auth ori ty , also, that the inhab i · 
tants have been m uch ill· t reat ed . 

I n t er esting incidents h ave occurred during the 
fighting. On the lOth, p art of our 2nd Army C01'FS 
a dvan cing n or t h found itself marching p ar a llel with 
anot her in fan t ry force a t som e little dist an ce away. At 
fi rst i t was th ought t h at this was anoth er Brit ish uni t. 

REMAINS OF A GERMAN ENTRENCHMENT NEAR THE MARNE. 
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THE MARNE. 
, We harried them before the crossing and drowned them during it ." 

(See page 77.) 

Atter some time, however, it was discovered that it was 
a body of Germans retreating. Measures were promptly 
taken to head off the enemy, who were surrounded and 
trapped in a sunken road, where over 400 men sur· 
rendered. 

On the 10th a small party of French l.fider a no .. -
commissioned officer was cut off and surrounded. After 
a desperate r esistance it was decided to go on fighting 
to the end. Finally the n .c.o. and one man only were 
left, both b eing wounded. The Germans came up and 
shouted to them to lay down their arms. The German 
commander, however, signed to them to keep their 
arms; and then asked for permission to shake hands with 
the wounded non-commissioned officer, who was carried 
off on his stretcher with his rifle by his side. 

The arrival of the reinfor cements and the continued 
advance have delighted the t r oops, who are full of zeal 
and anxious to press on. 

Quite one of the features of the campaign, on our side, 
has been the success attained by the Royal F lying 
Corps. In regard to the collection of information it is 
impossible either to award too much praise to our 
aviators for the way they have carried out their duties 
or to over·estimate the value of the int.elligence collected, 
more especially during the recent advance. In due 
course, certain examples of what has been effected may 
be specified and the far-reaching nature of the results 
fully explained, but that time has not yet arrived. 
That the services of our F lying Corps, which has reall y 

been on trial, are fully appreciat.ed by our Allies is' 
shown by the following message from the Commander· 
in-Chief of the F ren ch Armies received on the night of 
September 9 by F ield-Marshal Sir J ohn French: 

',. P lease express most particularly to Marshal French 
my thanks for services rendered on every day by the
English Flying Corps. The precision, exactitude, and 
regularity of the news brought in by its members are 
evidence of their perfect organization and also of the' 
perfect training of pilots and observers." 

To give a rough idea of the amount of work carried 
out it is sufficient to m ention that, during a period of 20 
days up to September 10, a daily average of more than 
nine reconnaissance flights of over l(fO miles each ha . 
been maintained. 

The constant object of our aviators has been to effect. 
the accurate location of the enemy's forces , and, inci· 
dentally-since the operations cover so large an area
of our own units. Nevertheless, the tactics adopted for 
d ealing with hostile aircraft are to attack them instantly 
with one or more British machines. This has been so' 
far successful that in five cases German pilots or obser
vers have been shot in the air and their m achines brought 
to the ground. As a consequence, the British F lying 
Corps h as succ.eeded ill establishing an individual 
ascendancy which is as serviceable to us as it is damaging 
to the enemy. H ow far it is due to this cause it is not 
possible at present to ascertain definitely , but the fa ct 
rem ains that the enemy have recently become much. 
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BRITISH SOLDIERS CUTTING UP RATIONS AND COOKING. [Photv Press. 

less enterprising in their flights. Something in the 
direction of the mastery of the air has a lready been 
gai.ned. 

In pursuance of the principle that the main object 
of military aviators is the collection of information 
bomb-dropping has not been indulged in to any great 
extent. On one occasion a petrol bomb was success
fully exploded in a German bivouac at night, while, 
from a diary found on a dead German cavalry soldier, 
it has been di covered that a high explosive bomb 
thrown at a cavalry column from one of our aeroplanes 
struck an ammunition wagon_ The resulting explosion 
~illed 15 of the enemy.-An <. EVE-WITNESS" on Sir J. 
French's Staff. 

As the 1st and 2nd German Armies were now in full 
retreat, this evening marks the end of the battle which 
practically commenced on the morning of the 6th 
instant; and it is at this point in the operations that. I 
am concluding the present dispatch_ P 

Although I deeply regret· to have had to report 
heavy losses in killed and wounded throughout these 
operations, I do not think they have been excessive in 
view of the magnitude of the great fi ght, the outlines of 
which I have only been able very briefly to describe, 
and the demoralization and loss in killed and wounded 
which are known to have been caused to the enemy by 
the vigour and severity of the pursuit .. 

In concluding this dispatch I . must call your Lordship' s 
special attention to the fact that from Sunday, 
August 23, up to the present date (September 17), from 
Mons back a lmost to the Seine, and from the Seine to 
the Aisne, the Army und er my command has been 
ceaselessly engaged without one single day' s halt or r est 
of any kind.- SIR JOHN FRExcH. 

The Ourcq flows from eaf:it to west as far as 

La Ferte Milon, and thence south. It was along 

this north and south stretch that. von Kluck 's 

flank guard had stood. "In the early 

morning of the 11th," says Sir John French, 

"the further pursuit of the enemy was com

menced; and the three Corps crossed the 

Ourcq practically unopposed, the Cavalry 

reaching the line of the Aisne River; the 3rd 

and 5th Brigades south of Soissons, the 1st, 

2nd, and 4th on the high gr01md at Couvrelles 
and Cirseuil. " 

From t.he Ourcq to the Aisne the British 

pursuit was so hot that the enemy found 

it all he could do to keep ahead of it, and 

that any attempt at resistance meant annihila

tion or capture; and it is here in particular that 

an acknowledgment is due to the Air Service. 

It would often have been impossible to say 

whether a ,position was or was not held in 

strength; in which case, under ordinary cir

cumstances, it would have been n ecessary to 

halt and make some sort of reconnaissance, or 

take some action to force the enemy to show 

his hand; but as our airmen kept our leaders 

constantly informed of what they had in front 

of t.hem, it was always safe to rush any position 

which the airrnen reported was not held in 

force. An acknowledgment must also be made 

to the Army Service Corps; its work throughout 

the operations was really wonderful, for the 

men were kept fully supplied, and that, as we 

know, goes such a long way towards keeping 

up ' the efficiency of troops; in fact, both these 

branches of the British Service commanded 

the unbounded admiration of om' Allies . 
\ 

On Friday, the 11th, but little opposition was met witt 
by us along any part of our front, and the direction 01 
advance was, for the purpose of cooperating with our 
Allies , turned slightly to the north-east. The day was 
spent in pushing forward and in gathering in various 
hostile detachments, and by nightfall our forces had 
reached a line to the north of the Ourcq extending from 
Oulchy -Ie-Chateau to Long Pont. On ihis day there 
was also a general advance on the part of the French 
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along their whole line, which ended in substantial 
:success, in · one portion of the field Duke Albrecht of 
Wiirtemberg'~ Fourth Army being driven back across 
th e Saulx, and elsewhere the whole of the corps artillery 
of a German corps being captured. Several German 
colours also were taken. 

It was only on this day that tue fuli extent of the 
victory gained by the Allies on the 8th was apprer:iated 
by them, and the moral effect of this success bas b een 
enormous .... 

It seems probable that the Germans not only expected 
to find that the British 'Army was beyond the power of 
assuming the offensive for some time, but counted on the 
French having been driven back on to the line of the 
Seine; and that, though surprised to find the latter 
moving forward against them after they h ad crossed the 
Marne, they were in no wise deterred from making a 
great effort.-" Eyewitness" on Sir J. French's Staff. 

Since the 10th the whole of the German right wing has 
fallen hack in considerable disorder, closely followed by 
the French and British troops. Six thousand prisoners 
and 15 guns were captured on the 10th and 11th, and 
the enemy is reported to b e cont.inuing his retirement 
rapidly over the Aisne, evacuating the Soissons region ... 

While the German right wing has thus been driven 
back and thrown into disorder, the French Armies further 
to the east have been strongly engaged with the German 
centre, which had pushed forward as far as Vitry. Be
tween the 8th and 10bh our Allies were lmable to make 
much impression west of Vitry. On the 11th, however, 
this portion of the German Army began to give way, and 
eventually abandoned Vitry, where the enemy's line of 
battle 'was forming a salient under the impulse of French 
troops between the upper Marne and the Meuse. The 
French troops are following up the enemy and are 
driving portion of his forces northwards towards the 
Argonne forest country.-PRESS BUREAU. 

. The 6th French and British Armies reached 

the Aisne west and east of Soissons on the 12th, 

followed by the .5th . 9th, 4th, and 3rd French 

Armies in echelon from the left. The official 

communique issued at Paris at midnig~t said: 

In the centre the German Armies are continuing 
their ·movement of retreat. 'liVe have crossed the Marne 
between Epernay and Vitry-Ie-Fran<;ois. 

On our right wing also the enemy began to retire to
day , and have abandon ed the country round Nancy. 
We have re-occupied Luneville. 

In spite of the fatigue caused by five days' incessant 
fighting, our troops are strenuously pursuing the enemy in 
their general retreat, which appears to be more rapid 
than their advance. At certain points it was so pre
cipitate that our troops have collected in the German 
headquarters, notably at Montmirail, maps, documents, 
and personal papers abandoned by the enemy, as well as 
parcels and letters received or r eady for posting. 

Everywhere, particularly around Fromentieres, the 
enemy has abandoned batteries of howitzers and numbers 
of ammlmition wagons. 

The prisoners give a strong. impression of starvation, 
overwork, and depression. The horses are particularly, 
exhausted. 

The enforced retreat of the Crown Prince's 

Army came just in time to save Fort Troyon, 

and perhaps Verdun as well. It was afterwards 

ascertained that Fort Troyon was in extremis. 

The fort itself had been reduced to a heap of 

ruins, and its garrison to 44 men ,vith four 

serviceable guns. With the instance of St. 

Mihiel before us, it seems probable that if the 

Germans had succeeded in breaking through 

at Fort Troyon, and in cutting off Verdun, they 

would have maintained their position; in which 

case, of course, Verd'Lill would have fallen, the 

whole problem of supplying the German Armies 

LA Fl!;RE CHAMPENOISE. [N~"IlJspaper Illustrations. 

German dead-evidently killed whilst charging. 



68 THE TIMES HISTORY OF THE WAR. 

[U ntterwooa 0' U naerwooa. 

FRENCH TROOPS. 

An hour's respite. 

would have been immensely simplified, and a 

pivot of manamvre which might yet prove 

invaluable-not to mention the large numbers 

of men that would have been captured-would 

have been lost to the Allies. There was no 

real victory until all danger to the frontier 

fortresses had been eliminated. 

On this day the French had the great satis

faction of retaking Luneville, a town of 26,000 

inhabitants near the German frontier, which had 

been occupied by the Germans since August 22. 

In fairness to the Germans it should be stated 

that they had neither bombarded the place nor 

ill-treated the inhabitants. 

The recapture of Luneville goes further to 

suggest that German troops were being with

drawn from this wing to reinforce the German 

right, and there is no doubt that all the German 

troops that could be spared from Belgium were 

hastening south. This fact was discovered 

by King Albert, who made a sortie from Ant

werp, which considerably alarmed the Germans 

for the safety of their communications. 

Thus ended the Battles of the Marne. The 

German offensive had f'oiled, and with it all 

prospects of final success, for, as von Caernn~erer 

said a generation before the war, " an offensive 

which has to retrace its' steps before the 

gates of Paris, or cannot even reach them, 

means a complete fiasco of the whole 

enterprise. " 

In many instances the German higher leading 

had proved itself really brilliant. For instance, 

the conception, organization, energy, and 

execution of the advance to, 'and the retire

ment from, the Marne, compel our admiration; 

but these things leave us all the more astonished 

at the palpable blunders which the Kaiser's 

chiefs committed in other directions. Those 

which preceded the battle have been men

tioned already-to them we may add the adop

tion of too many tactical objectives in the 

battle itself. Thus, at one and the same time,. 

they tried to turn the left flank of the 5th 

French Army, and to break through at Vitry

le-Franyois, at Fort Troyon, and at Nancy. 

In tactics as in strategy they attempt ed too 

much at once, with the result that they were 

stronger at N ancy and in the direction of Fort 

Troyon than was necessary to pin the enemy 

in those parts of the field to his ground, and 

not strong enough either towards Coulommier& 

(where it was necessary that they should main

tain their. position) or towards Vitry-Ie -Fran

yois (where they desired to break the enemy's. 

line). The fact is they excelled in dealing with. 

material factors, but they lacked inspiration. 

They could neither gauge the spirit of the· 

enemy's troops nor penetrate the mind of the 

enemy's general. The word " Grand Tactics" 

had no meaning for them. Their training seems· 

to have made their minds as precise, but a lso. 

as wooden, as their manamvres. 

Some day, when criticism of the Allied 

operations becomes permissible, critics will 

suggest that General J ofire lacked enterprise. 

They will say that he should have retired still 

further-perhaps even to the line Orleans

Nevers-Dijon-Langres-Epinal-in order to im

pose upon the enemy longer marches and longer 

communications; to induce the enemy to. 

weaken himself b y sending detachments to 

attack Paris and the fortress group Verdun

Toul; and to give the Allies time to develop 

their resources. They will also suggest that the· 

force which he allotted to his counter-stroke 

at the Marne-the 6th French Army-was ton 

weak to achieve mUGh-they will say it would 

have b een better to have placed the 9th French 

Army with the 6th. The first criticism 

assumes that a prolonged retreat would have 

had no very serious effect upon the Allied 

Armies and upon France, her friends and those 

neutrals who were waiting "to rush to the 

rescue of the conqueror." It forgets, too, that 

the fall of the frontier fortresses must h ave 

ensued and would have opened shorter and 
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better railway commmucations with Germany 

and would have immensely simplified the supply 

problem of the German Army. The second 

criticism loses sight of the fact that to have 

weakened the Allied line in order to strengthen 

its decisive counter-attack would have been to 

take the serious risk of the Allies' line being 

pierced. Since it was the Germans and not the 

Allies who were pressed for time, it was General 

.J offre's business not. to run any considerable 

risks in the effort to gain considerable successes. 

If he. could gain time he would gain all. That 

he achieved his object is now clear. 

As for the troops themselves, a comparison 

is easily instituted. At Mons four British 

Divisions beat off the attacks of eight G~rman 

Divisions. At Coulommiers and La Ferte 

Gaucher four German Divisions were imme

diately crumpled up by the onslaught of five 

British Divisions-comment is superfluous. 

In a letter f01.md on a dead German officer 

·occm's the remark, "German infantry and 

.cavalry will not attack Engli ,h infantry and 

cavalry at close quarters. Th .)ir fire is murder

ous. The only way to attrck them is with 

artillery. " 

As for the French, " thc; immediate interest to 

us ," said the Military Correspondent of The 

Pi't)J.es on October 7, "is the proof which this 

battle affords of the capacity of the French 

leading, and of the resolution of the French 

troops. For a fortnight the French Armies 

had been in retreat. No Army likes to retreat, 

and a French Army least of all. Yet directly 

General J ofire called upon his lieutenants they 

responded nobly, and the leading of the various 

Armies by their commanders is deserving of the 

highest praise. The German Armies in their 

full career of victory were immediately checked, 

stubbornly fought, and rapidly driven back with 

heavy loss ... , The Germans hoped to obtain 

a decisive v ictory. ';I'hey suffered, on the 

contrary, a severe defeat. 

"The French Armies, in the battle of the 

Marne" performed prodigies of' valour, and 

changed the aspect of the campaign. The 

French staff and commands gave to the world 

a convincing proof of their worth and com

petence. The cavalry were active and audacious. 

The famous '75' shattered the German 

infantry and overwhelmed the German guns. 

The French infantry fought with all their 

legendary dash, and were not to be denied with 

the bayonet. All the German Armies in France 

were in line and bent upon victory. It was a 

fair field with no favour. The good ordering 

of the battle, its methodical conduct by the 

French Army commanders, and the self-

THE GERMAN RIGHT AT THE MARNE. 
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[T opical. 
TURCOS BRINGING IN GERMAN ACCOUTREMENTS FROM THE BATTLEFIELD. 

sacrificing of France's gallant soldiers brought 

victory to the French standards. France has 

every reason to be proud of the splendid valour 

of her sons." 

The effect of the news of the victory on the 

French population cannot be better described 

than by the followiIlg extracts from The .T imes 

Special Correspondent on" the extreme right 

of the French Army," dated Dijon, Septem

ber 12:-

We r eached Paris ... on Thursday (Sept. 10) 
morning ... started again at midnight, and did not 
get to Dijon till 12.30 next day (Friday, Sept. 11 ) ... 
Between Paris and Dijon we stopped at p r-actica lly 
every station. The train, which was just about half a 
kilometre (550 yards ) in length, was p acked .. . . 

We were not at h eart a cheerful crowd. Many of us 
had come long distances, som e even from America. . . . 
Except in the deserted streets of Paris . . . I have never 
seen such uniform sadness on so m any faces at once. 
The women especially, bravely as they tried to face 
their griefs and their anxieties, kind and h elpful as they 
were to one another and the tiny b a bies that some of 
them had with them, were indescribably pathetic. 

These people were not r efugees like the trainloads one 
'i,ad seen lately in Belgi um and H olland. Th ey were 
going to the scene of the war instead of away from it. 
Most of them were reservists and their wives and chil. 
dren, bOlmd for their old homes n ear the various h ead 
quarters to which the m en h ad been called up. Some 
of them were nurses of the Croix Rouge, middle-aged 
women and quite young girls ; some were on their way 
to visit wounded relat ions. Each and all carried the 
same h eavy burden. Not one but many of those near 
and dear to them were at the front. They knew in 
some cases t h at they were already among the dead or 
wotmded or missing. Gener~lly they knew nothing 
except that, if they were still alive, th ey were ther e 

somewhere on one of the many b attlefields on the long 
line of the Allies' front, face to face with the enemy and 
death. 

We made many friends of differ ent conditions in life 
during the slow hours b etween dawn and midday, and 
a ll had the same story to tell. But there was no need 
to ask. It was \vritten in their faces. The natural 
vivacity of these sorrowing women of France was gone. 
They talked. when they did talk, quietly and sadl y, and 
of only one subject. More often they sat with unseeing 
eyes, looking far off into the d arkness of the unknown 
future, fearful of the fate that waited for the m en by 
their sides, and of t h e ruin and suffering that threatened 
th eir homes and t h eir children. The tragedy that has 
brought sorrow to the women of half the world had come 
upon them with the suddenness of a bomb from a T aube, 
and some of them wer e wounded and a ll were stu nned 
by its effect. 

That was when we wer e still in the dark about th e 
result of the great battle that h ad b egtm to rage on the 
left wing near Paris, before t h e German retreat began . 
On the second d ay of our stay in Dij on th ere was a 
sudden change in the emotional atmospher e. Directly 
I left the hotel in the evening I felt that good news h ad 
come. R elief and happiness were in the air. In t h e 
n ewspaper offices, where the d aily news of th e war is 
posted up, the look of the people was absolutely different. 
For the moment p ersonal griefs and losses were forgotten. 
Gen eral J offre' s general order of September 11 h ad b een 
published to the troops, and from them the news h ad 
spread so quickly that in half an hour everyone seemed 
to know what had happened. 

It was the first r eal success of the war, the first time 
since its very early days that the French h ad begtm to 
lose the feeling of apprehension produced in their minds 
by the steady retr eat of the Allied t r oops from the 
B elg ian frontier, after the battles of Charl eroi and Mons. 
Even the officers a t Dijon were affected by it. Up till 
then, though they spoke confidently enough of eventual 
success, the subject uppermost in their minds an d their 
conversation was t h e wonderfu l p erfection of th e German 
organization. That was a nightmare which they had 
not so f~.r been able to sh ake off. Now suddenly it was 
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gone. In a day it had become evident that France and 
England had their organization as well as the common 
enemy, and that the strategy of the Allied forces was 
beginning at last to tell. And the really hopeful sign of 
it all was ... the ... way in which Dijon and France 
received the good news .... There was no ... 
hysterical excitement, but only _a more determined 
resolution to see the thing through to the end, a strength
ening of the national spirit of l.mity and a fuller r eali
zation of the valu~ and sincerity of the a lliance with 
England and the fine fighting qualities of our troops. 

. . They ar e taking the ups and downs of the war 
with a quiet and level-headed resolution that surprises 
even their own critics . ... That, as well as their valo'ur 
and fighting skill, makes them an ~lly in whom we may 
have double confidence. The French are friends worth 
having. 

The incidents of the battle which have come 

to our knowledge are so disconnected9 and so 

very much fuller of some parts of the struggle 

than of others, that to include them in any 

general description of the conflict is not only 

to overload the narrative with detail, but to 

present a very distorted impression of the 

fighting as a whole. And yet these details 

permit us a peep behind the scenes; they bring 

us more in touch with the human side of war; 

and give us a sense of a more intimate kn.ow

ledge of the sort of thing modern fighting really 

is. The incidents in the Battle of the Ourcq 

and in the British Advance described here are 

compiled from the narratives of eye-witnesses. 

General Pau's 6th Army advanced eastwards 

against the Ourcq, with its right on the Marne, 

and its left towards Betz. The German guns 

were In action across the river, some miles to 

the French front. Their shells were falling in 

the field just beyond Meaux. From the rise 

that overhangs the little town looking towards 

the valley, white puffs of smoke in the air 

betrayed the bursting shrapnel. Tremendous 

explosions of high-explosive shells, followed 

by clouds of greasy black smoke, fh.mg fountains 

of mud to the sky, devastated the farmhouses, 

and set the haystacks in flames_ 

In one part of the field a French battery set a 

sugar refinery on fire. The unfortunate Ger. 

lTIan garrison was trapped, and the . m.en, 

attempting to jump out of the windows, were 

shot down by the French infantry, which had 

got within close range. It is said that scarcely 

200 of the 2,000 Germans in and about the 

building escaped. The French infantry, lying 

close in its trenches, probably suffered little. 

Elsewhere, wide open country spread before 

the French in gentle undulations, covered with 

green fields and stubble, interspersed with 

farmhouses and copses of big trees. Field 

glasses revealed the figures of French 801diers 

moving across the open-disappearing and re

appearing. Here and there a cloud of oily, 

yellowish smoke betrayed the bursting of a big 

shell. Haystacks were burning in the French 

lines. Away on the horizon, towards the 

German artillery position, a big farmhouse, or 

[Topuat. 

WOUNDED AND DYING FRENCH AND GERMAN SQLDIERS IN A CHURCH 
NEAR MEAUX. 
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CHOISY AV BAC. [Topical. 

Bridge destroyed by French Engineers. 

perhaps it was a whole village, was burning 

brightly. The landscape was dotted by burn

ing homesteads and hayricks. 

The town of Meaux itself was a scene of ruin

houses wreck ed, the bridge d estr oyed. Shells 

were bursting overhead and aeroplanes were 

circling in the blue. The road to the east was 

strewn with the bodies of Zouaves, Turcos, 

French riflemen, grey-clad Germans, and 

slaughtered horses . 

Some four miles east of Meaux the grolmd 

rises steeply to the north, and is covered with 

trees. Beyond the woods were broad, undu

lating stretch es of cultivation, dotted with 

farmsteads; under the screen of the trees the 

Germans had levelled gtm-platforms. Near the 

crests of the Jises were the trenches, extending 

for nearly a mile parallel with the edge of the 

wood. The position was skilfully chosen, with 

a good field of fire to front and flanks. The 

French h ad attacked these trenches from t.he 

north-west, scourging the en emy's lines with 

shrapnel. Covered b y this fire the infantry 

advanced against the trenches, but it was not 

till late on S~day that the resistan ce began to 
. weaken. 

On Monday, September 7, the fighting on 

the Ourcq was again extremely severe. There 

was a great deal of bayonet work, and the 

colours of the Magdeburg (German) Regiment 

were captured in a terrible melee, in which 

the lieutenant colour-bear er was killed, to-

geth er with a number of men who had attemptec\ 

to d efend the flag. 

The fi ghting was from vi llage to v illage, the 

Zouaves and the Turcos having their fill of 

b ayonet work. The whole landscape was 

full of burning villages, farms, and haystacks, 

frOIll. which columns of smoke and flying sparks 

r ose up and spread out in a d ense dark pall over 

the b lue sky. Everywhere the ground was 

strewn with German wound ed and dead; in 

some places they lay in h eaps. But the 

enemy's machine guns took a h eavy toll of the 

French-their fire was h eld to the last, and 

then ' opened with annihilating effect. The 

French losses appear to have been especially 

h eavy at Bregy and P en chard, where there 

was some ver y h eavy fighting. The French 

infantry was located by a German airman, 

and came under a very severe fire of a ll 

sorts. 

When darkness fell each night the country

side was lit by burning villages flaming more 

furi ously at every puff of wind. It was during 

these hours, and by the light of burning 

homesteads, that the Germans collected their 

dead, pil~d them into great heaps on pyres of 

wood, saturated them with paraffin, covered 

them with straw, and cremated them. 

On Tuesday, Septen1ber 8, the English left, 

with some heavy batteries, came up to the h elp 

of the French near Meaux and shelled the high 

ground west of the j unction of the Ourcq and 

the Marne. The road h ere is lined with 

particularly large L ombardy poplars; and the 

country b eyond consists of orchards and copses 

arid acr es of rolling wheat land studded with 

patches of potatoes .and maize. The position 

soon became an indescribable scene of mangled 

bodies, shattered guns, and splintered and 

uprooted trees. 

On the 9th, n ear Meaux, a Fren ch b a t.t.ery 

was sh elling the enemy across the river. The 

$cene is thus d escribed in The T imes of Septem

b er 12 :-

Smack, sm ack , smack, smack Co the Fren ch guns; 
and then, a few seconds later, four white mushrooms of 
smoke spring up over the far woods and slowly the p op, 
pop, pop, pop of the distant explosions comes back to 
you. But n ow it is the Germa n gu nners' turn. Bang 
go his guns two miles away; there is a moment of eerie 
and uncomfortable sil en ce-uncomfortable b ecause there 
is just a chance they might have a ltered their range
and then, quite close by, over the wood where the battery 
is, come the crash es of the burst ing shells. They sound 
like a Titan' s blows on a gigant ic kettle filled with tons 
of old iron. 

.. _ What we saw to-day was the German guns 
covering the retirement of. their right wing, with ! the 
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French artillery replying and t h e French infantry 
advancing to keep the retreating enemy on the move. 

Meaux was still a town of blank shutters and empty 
streets when we got there this morning, but the French 
sappers had thrown a p lank gangway across the gap in 
the ruined old bridge, built in A.D. 800, that had sur
vived all the, w:ars of France'since the 16th century, only 
to perish at last in this one. 

At Trilport there is a yawning gap, where one 
arch of the railway bridge used to be, with a solitary 
bent rail still lying across it. And among the wreckage 
of the bridge below, ly ing on its side and more than half 
beneath the water, is the smashed and splintered ruin 
of a closed motor-car_ 

"Three Germans were in it," explains a French sentry 
- " two soldiers and an officer; they did not know the 
briuge had been blown up, and they came down this 
road last night at top speed, go ing towards lVIeaux, until 
suddenly, when they got h ere--" and a wave of his 
hand indicated the probable trajectory of the car through 
the air to the bed of the river below. " It was a nice 
little surprise for them." , 

Beyond the town was a ridge on which the French 
batteries were posted. ViT e could see the ammunition 
wagons parked on the r ever se slop e of the hill. More 
'were moving up to join them, 

rhe village beyond-Pen chard-was thronged with 
troops and blocked with ambulance wagon s and ammu
nition carts. _ .. Through the rank grass at the side 
came tramping a long fi le of dusty, sweating, wearied 
men. They carried long spades and picks as well as 
their rifles. They had come out of the firing line, and 
were going back to Penchard for food. And from the 
next ridge we really see a firing line at last. The hill 
slopes st.eeply down to the hamlet of Chambery, just 
below us. The battery of which I spoke just now is in 
the wood on this side of it to our right. The Zouaves' 
firing line is lying flat on the hillside a little way beyond 
the village, and behind them, farther down the hill, are 
thick lines of supports in the cover of entr enchments. 
It is a spectacle entirely typical of a modern battle, for 
there is scarcely anything to see at a ll. If it were not 
for those shells being tossed to and fro on the right there, 
and an occasional splutter of rifle fire, one might easily 
suppose that the lines of blue-coated men lying about 
on the stubble were all dozing in the hot afternoon sun. 

Even when som e of them move they seem to do it 
lazily, to saunter r ath er than to walk .. . . It is only in 
the kinematograph or on the comparatively rare occasions 
of close fighting at short range that men rush dramatically 
about. For one thing, they a re too tirej to hurry; and 
anyhow, what is the use of running when a shell may 
burst any minute anywhere in the squar e mi le you hap
pen to be on? 

' Ve talked with the company officers who were p lan
ning a fresh advance, map in hand. They had gained 
the villa6e in which we were that same morning, but at 
tremendous loss. " Out of my company of 220," said 
one captain, " there are only 100 left. Of our four officers 
two are wounded and one d ead. I am left a lone in 
command." It was the same story-the German 
machine guns. "Their fire simp ly clears the ground 
like a razor," said the captain. "You just can't l:mder
stand how anyone gets away alive. I had men fall at 

,my right hand and at my left. You can't look any 
where as you advance 'without seeing men dropping." 

All round us and for two miles back of ' Chambery the 
bodies lay. Germans and French mingled, dead men 
among the cornstooks, dead on the stubble , dead in the 
turnip fields, in the ditches, in the woods. Horses, too, 
everywhere, lying with a hind leg thrust out stiffly into 
the air; cows torn op en by the sh ells. The whole fair 
cOlmtryside, radiant under the golden harv'est sun, sent 
up the sickenin6 s tench of death. 

The Britir:;h communications ran through 

their left flank to Paris. At L agny both 

bridges over the Marne had been d emolished 

by the British on Thursday, September 3. 

They lay half submerged in the water , the 

windows of n eighbouring houses had been 

shattered by the explosion, the streets in the 

vicinity were strewn with glass, telegraph and 

telephone wires hung down in festoons from the 

positions on the water's edge, and all the 

boats in the v icinity were sunk. The road 

from Lagny, along the British front, runs 

[Topical. 

WOUNDED GERMAN PRISONERS OUTSIDE A CHURCH NEAR MEAUX. 



74 THE TIMES HISTORY OF THE WAR. 

WOUNDED TURCOS BEING CARRIED IN BY FRENCH HUSSARS. [Topical 

through a beautiful woo.ded 

utterly silent and desolate; 

shuttered and deserted. 

cOlmtry, now 

every hOHle 

The British started horn their bivouacs and 

billets on Slmday, September 6, just as a 

perfect summer's day was dawning. Reveille 

called the men from their slmnbers, and pro

duced an immediate bustle, in which, however, 

there was no sign of confusion. A meal of 

biscuits and hot coffee was succeeded by the 

fall-in, and in an incredibly short time the 

troops were on the white roads running north

east frOlTI Pontcarre, Tournan, and Rosny, 

through the green forests of Crecy. A whisper 

had run through the ranks that at last they 

should take the offensive against the enemy, and 

the men stepped out with a will which had lately 

been lacking in their stride. Hour after hour 

the beat of marching feet resounded on every 

road to the front. Every now and then 

someone would start to whistle or sing some 

popular air, and would soon be joined in 

chorus by all who were within hearing. At first 

the country round was gay with golden corn ; 

little farmhouses, amid their bright flower 

gardens and heavily-laden orchards, completed 

a scene of peace. Old men and women, girls 

and fresh-faced children waved to the troops 
as they passed. 

By noon the heat was tremendous, so that 

the halt for a muc.h-needed rest and a meal 

was very welcome. As the afternoon wore on, 

signs of the enemy's recent presence began to 

multiply. Acres of corn land were now mere 

stretches of ashes and dust. The hmnble 

homes of the hard-working peasantry were 

wrecked and burnt. Here and there some 

more pretentious dwelling had been pillaged 

and gutted by fire. Broken picture . frames, 

marble statuettes, crockery, children's , toys, 

furniture, and goods and chattels . of all sorts

once the treasures of' departed households

now littered the floors !;indoors, or were flung 

broadcast over the ground outside. The 

village church had been burnt, the flowers 

that fond hands had placed upon the graves 

had been trampled flat; crosses had been 

trodden underfoot and tombstones smashed. 

When the march was resmned there was a 

distinct change in the bearing of . the men; 

there was no more whistling, singing, or chaff. 

It had gone home to them that this might be 

their own country, and the rmn?le of the guns 

in the distance reminded them that they would 

soon have the opportunity of striking a blow for 

their own hearths and homes, and of those of the 

poor people through whose country they were · 

passing. 

Beyond the forests spread some open country, 

where a belt of timber marked the enemy's 

position. The woods were alive with armed 

men; beyond .the woods were hi$ , glIDS. Sud

denly from the distance came the" thud-ud " 

of a heavy gun, and a shell passing overhead, 
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with a long-drawn wail, burst with a tremend

ous roar just behind the extended lines. The 

whole of the enemy's artillery quickly joined 

in chorus, and it was not long before the British 

guns took up the challenge. The ear was 

s tunned with the sound of roaring guns, flying 

projectiles and bursting shells. The infantry 

advanced, and ere long little spurts of dust and 

the zip-zipping of flying lead sh<?wed that they 

were coming under rifle fire from the woods III 

front. 
.Presently the enemy attempted a counter

attack, and at last the British infantry com

menced to fire. A few seconds sufficed to dash 

the enemy back to cover. After a couple of 

hours' fighting, the infantry was close up to the 

enemy's position. Above the rattle of the 

rifles rang the order to charge, and "with 

that stern appalling shout--which no enemy 

every heard unmoved," the British dashed 

upon the foeman and drove him headlong from 

his position. The trenches were full of dead 

and dying men; the gr01md around was 

covered by wounded horses and wrecked guns, 

and was pitted with great holes where high 

explosive shells had burst, or was pock-marked 
by the British shrapnel. 

On Monday, September 7, the British con

tinued their advance in touch with the French 

Armies on both flanks_ In the small hours of 

the morning the roads leading north from 

Coulomrniers were filled with long columns of 

retreating G0rmans of all arms. The heads 

of the English columns reached the village at 

5 a.m. From here the battle rolled on to 

La Ferte Gaucher and the m arshes of St. 

Gond. 

The following extracts from · a letter written 

by a German officer, which appeared in the 

I ntelligenzblatt of Berne, and afterwards in 

Le Temps, are interesting: 

We were obliged to retreat as the English were at
t empting a turning movement, which was discovered 
by our airmen. During the last two hours we were 
continually exposed t·o the fire of the enemy's artillery, 
for our artillery had all been either put out of action or 
had retreated and had ceased to fire. The enemy' s 
airmen flew above us describing two circles, which 
means: "There is infantry here." Then hell was let 
loose . . The enemy's artillery " mowed" the ground 
with its fire. In one minute's time I counted 40 shells. 
The shrapnel exploded nearer and n earer; at last it 
r eached our ranks. I quickly hugged a knapsack to my 
stomach in order to protect myself as best I could. The 
shrieks of the wounded rang out on all sides. Tears 
came to my eyes when I heard the poor devils moaning 
with pain. The dust. the smoke and the stench of the 
powder were suffocatlllg. 

An order rang out, and bending as low as possible we 
started up. We had to pass right in the line of the 
enemy's fire. The men began to fall like ninepins. 
God be thanked that I was able to run as I did. I 
thought my heart would burst, and was about to throV';( 

WRECKED CHATEAUX. 

On the left the remains of the Manor House, at La Ferte Gaucher, and on the right the remains of 

President Poincare's Chateau. 
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myself on the ground·, l.mable t o continue, when your 
image and that of Bolli rose b ef Cl re my ey es. and I 
ran on. 

At last we reach ed our b atteries. Three guns were 
smash ed to pieces and the gun carriages were b1.1.fnt. 
vVe halted for a few seconds to t ak e breath. And all 
the time that whistling and banging of the shells con
tinued. It is a wonder one is not driven m ad. 

vVhen the British advanced on the morning 

of Tuesday, September 8, the sky was already 

full of aeroplanes and the air full of the humming 

of their engines. On the south side of La 

F erM Gaucher stands a manor-house, from which 

the enemy was driven. It had b een m ercilessly 

p illaged. The dining-room t able w as h eaped 

with the wreckage of a drunken m eal. The 

floor was strewn with bottles; all the drawers , 

cupboards, wardrobes, and presses h a d been 

forced open and their contents thrown about 

the rooms. Beds, t elephone instrument, 

gramophones, and records were smashed t.o 

pieces. 

The fighting here between the British and 

the 5th French Army against the Germans 

began at dawn, and was of a most sanguinary 

character. The British artillery got into 

action about 5 a.m. The German g1.llS at 

La F erM Gaucher were posted on the heights 

beyond the Grand Morin. The line of battle 

extended right away to Sezanne and Vitry -Ie-

Franyois. All along their position the Germans 

had heavy g1.llS in action among their lighter 

field pieces, and their fire was extrem ely heavy, 

but fortunately not v ery accura t e. The guns 

of the Allies, lighter and better in quality and 

better handled, covered the advance of their 

infantry with ex cellent effect. It was n ot long 

before the latter were loosed from the leash. 

All tha t afternoon a furious struggle raged a long 

the British right and the left and centre of the 

5th French Army , but towards night the Ger

m an resistan ce began t o weak en . Their infan

try was pushed a cross t h e Grand Morin and 

across the pla t eau of Sezanne. The battle; h ow

ever, n ev er ceased. 

West of L a F erM Gaucher the en gagement 

cont inued t owards Coulommiers and R eb ais. 

H er e British cavalry were pressing eagerly 

forward. E verywher e the British f01.lld that 

the poorest of the ' poor h ad b een r obbed 

of all the money and food they h ad, w~th 

the result tha t the Brit ish gave away h alf 

their rations and more to the d estitute 

p easantry. 

The fighting was very fierce by La Tret oire, 

where the British guns were in action against 

the Germans a cr oss the Petit Morin. The 

country h ere is covered with fruit trees and the 

LA FERTE G,AUCHER. LN ewspap~r I llustration s. 

A German officer's cap lies on the Boor, amidst the scattered contents of drawers and cupboards ; 

emphasizing the enemy's hurried retreat. 
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GERMAN PRISONERS ON THE ROAD TO PARIS GUARDED BY CUIRASSIERS. 

open roads are lined with the pears and apples. 

Under cover of artillery fire, the infantry 

fought its way steadily through the orchards 

and across the corn fields, where the un

harvest~d sheaves still stood. Wherever they 

were checked or halted to fire, they quickly 

found or extemporised some sort of cover, 

iJehind which they lay down, rising again 

sharply when the order to advance was given, 

for the advance was steadily pressed and the 
British not to be denied. In widely extended 

lines they swept across the t~rrain under a fire 
from guns, machine guns, and rifles, which 

would have made a h olocaust of troops in close 

formations. Taking advantage of all cover

farmsteads, hayricks, undulations, trees, rocks, 

hedges, and ditches-they closed steadily with 
the enemy, pouring on from point to point 

until at last the welcome order to fix bayonets 

was received, and with a roar they burst upon 

the Germans and drove them headlong from 
their lines. 

In The Times of September 15 it is stated 
that 

At Coulommiers, on Tuesday morning . . . General 
Srnith.Dorr ien ... who was seat ed in a high-powered 
car, called a group of yonng officers fre sh from England 
to him. T h ey h ad been marching a ll night until 2 a.m. 
with British reinforcements. It was now about 7.45 
a.m. The sun had been up two hours, and the heat was 
already great and the roads dusty. General Smith
Dorrien said to these officers: 

" You have done some splendid marching, but I want 

you to push on another nine miles to tne fighting. The 
Germans are on the run, and we hope to keep them 
going. If you do these nine miles your m en will get a 
clasp. There will be great fighting to -night or to
morrow morning." 

The officers saluted and were delighted with their 
orders. Their men, when met later the same day near 
.the end of their march were still cheerful and looking 
eagerly for a fight. 

From Doue my informant made his v iSIt to the 
fighting line towards the Petit Morin River. It was 
getting dark, and the German s were making desperate 
efforts to cross the river by the bridge, retreating before 
our shell fire. Our artillery was on the right and had 
the range of the bridge p erfectly, dropping shells on it 
as soon as a wagon attempted to cross. German artillery 
from the far side was replying without much effect. 
One shell burst close to a group of our men. The men 
laughed . Only three or four were hit, and they showed 
torn putties and coats. 

A private in the 1st Lincolns states: 
During the German retreat the British were held 

up on a ridge by a battery. Two companies of us made 
a detour on the right, marched down a valley out of sight 
of the German gunners, and entered a wood on the 
enemy's left. The German battery, about 200 yards 
away, were busy with their work in front, not dreaming 
that we were on their flank. In extended order we took 
steady aim, and at the first round every m an of the 
German battery fell. That was a ll we fired. Om 
artillery continued firing on the gtms and smashed four. 
The other two were taken. 

On Wednesday, September 9, the enemy 

were driven across the Marne closely pursued 
by .the British, one of whom said of the cross

ing: "We h arried them before the crossing 

and drowned them during it " (Times, Septem

ber 14), for the river was filled with German 

dead. The German artillery came into actio:Q 
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GERMAN TROOPS PASSING RED CROSS WAGONS WITH WOUl';DED RETURNING 
FROM THE BATTLEFIELD. 

again from the heights across the river, and 

there was a certain amount of hand-to-hand 

fighting with small bodies of German troops 

who had been unable to cross in time. By 

Tuesday night the British were in possession of 

La Ferte-sous-J ouarre, Charly, and Chateau ' 

Thierry. 

Near Chateau Thierry there was more 

fighting. The road runs straight across the 

Plain of Chezy before it plunges into the dark 

shadows of the Grande F6ret. As soon as the 

British infantry entered the woods it could be 

no longer supported by their artillery, and the 

fighting developed into an immense hunt, in 

which the British pursued the Germans from 

tree to tree, capturing them in little blocks 

every here ' and there, and making a rather 

larger haul of a number of the enemy who were 

cut off by the marshes of Hotisseaux and 

Bergis. 

Just beyond Chateau Thierry itself the 

Germans had left a considerable rearguard 

with a few large guns on the heights above the 

town. As the British approached they came 

first under the fire of these heavy guns. Some 

of them pushed into Chateau Thierry itself, 

with the result that many of the houses were 

destroyed by shell fire. The fronts of the 

houses on the road towards Soissons were 

furrowed deep by flying shot and shell; their 

sides in many cases presented gaping holes ; une 

tall trees which lined the road had been stripped 

of their leaves, and often topped and lopped by 

shell fire; the beautifl.:u eountry ar01md was 

burnt and charred. Every here and there 

individuals or groups of Germans were forced 

to surrender-often 1.mder circumstances which 

suggested · that they had been left without 

much hope of avoiding capture, in order to 

secure the safe retirement of their main body. 

The following "from an English Officer's 

diary" appeared in the Paris edition of the 

New York Herald: 
My regiment has crossed the important River X 

(evidently the Marne near its junction with th :J Ourcq ). 
The bridge was blown up by the Germans, but was 
replaced by pontoons. In front of us the British fi eld 
gULlS are pouring a hail of slrot against the German 
batteries posted on hills to the north. Abov e our heads 
"old cow guns" supported the advanced batteries. 
We were ordered to occupy the hill south of a mill 
round which the Germans were strongly entrenched. 

Lying flat on the ground I could see through my 
glasses an extraordinary spectacle. The mill was three 
or four miles away, the roof seriously damaged by. the 
French 75mm. guns. For two hours the German 
position was bombarded; then some of the enemy's 
infantry tried to flee from their trenches, but were forced 
to return at the point of their officers' revolvers. For 
another hour the relentless French artillery poured 
shrapnel on the position, which resisted stoutly until 
suddenly a dozen white flags waved above the trenches. 
A section of Zouaves, carried away by excitement, at 
once rushed forward. Forgetting that they had sur
rendered, about 100 German infantrymen ran away, and 
they were allowed t o escape, while the Zouaves took 
possession of i.he trenches, in which only llo men were 
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fOUl1ll alive, ;; tarving, covered with mud and glad to be 
takeu prisoner;;. 

The fighting at La Ferte-sous-J ouarre is thus 

described by The Times own correspondent: 
An eye-witness h as given m e a description of the fight 

at .Ferte -sou s -J ouarre on the night of September 10 ( 'i 9). 
TiJe Germans crossed the river, blowing up the bridge 
between them a nd the English on the other bank. '" 

Immediately after the firing h ad ceased, my informant 
entered the town. A weird effect was created by the 
houses burning in the night, and to these sights was 
added the sounds of a hand-to-hand encounter in the 

stree ts. 
The English passed over the Marne on a pontoon bridge, 

which they had thrown across in two hours . Over tlui=; 
construction numbers of French troops also passed . The 
swiftness of everything surprised the obse rver. In the 
moming there wa·s no sign of the pontoon bridge. The 
English and the enemy had cleared off. I t wa.· difficult 
to realize that the town had been the scene of a fierce 
fight in the night, for b eyond the gaunt walls of a bun1t
out or half-demolished house there was no sign of war. 

'When the British transport was on the rO:1d, a hundred 
Germans, with about a dozen officers, suddenly emerged 
from a wood and held up their h ands. Accustomed to 
the enemy's wiles, the Army Service Corps men grasped 
their rifles ; but they soon discovered that the enemy 
were anxious to give themselves up. They were utterly 
starved and worn out and had no more fight left in them; 
they ate dry bread ravenously. 

* This is sa.id to ha\'e bappened at 4 p.m. The Germans 
lef t a party with two Maxims tu command the passage. 

An. officer writes: 
The other day, Thursd ay (September 10) I think it W it:; , 

we, a battery of the X division, were marching along the 
road towards -- River. The d a y before there had 
been a small advance guard action and we we re expecting 
a peaceful march . However, as we n eared the river t he 
battery was ordered to trot and I guessed. something was 
on. Soon we passed through a small village and saw 
some dead and wounded ly ing about, a lso we h eard the 
rattle of Max ims. The major h ad ridden on with me 
and showed me where t he battery was to come into 
action. I sent back word and select ed a position, which 
was soon taken up. We fired a few rounds and very 
shortly after I was ordered to take my section on dowll 
the hill towards the river. Well, I found that the road 
was blocked by a section of another battery. I stopped 
my section and tried tO 'find out the situation. 

The Germans were holding the opposite bank, a very 
steep bluff, with a battalion of the Jaegers and eight 
machine guns. These guns were trained on the road 
where it was fully exposed for about 100 yards, anu 
nothing could cross. The section of the other battery 
were trying to locate them and knock them out. So I 
took my section up the hill behind these and waited £01' 

any targets to appear. The advance guard had been 
working well. By taking cover of the woods they had 
managed to get down into the river bed and round the 
flanks. From there they opened a hot fire on to the 
German maclUne guns. 

From my position I could see a portion of the road on 
the opposite bank. I had just got the range to this when 
a machine gun came galloping up. I fired two rounds 
at it. The first was over and just belUnd ; the second 

[Sport <5- Central. 

FRENCH AND BRITISH SOLDIERS TOASTING THEIR COUNTRIES. 
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short. However, I had never seen anything move 
quicker than that gun. By now our infantry had forced 
the Jaegers back, and we had orders for a gen eral advance. 
As we crossed the bridge I heard that seven of their 
machine guns had been captured. We wound up and 
up, and on all sides saw evidences of our fire. In one 
place an ammunition wagon had been hit. Both horses 
were blown over into the ditch. A bit higher up was a. 
young boy hit in the back. All that we could do was to 
give him water. He told ::ne that his orders had been 
to :,tay till shot or captured. These German infantry are 
a brave lot. 

'Well, we went on into the village at the ' top of the 
hill and came into action ·again. Our job there was to 
hell retiring infantry. We soon got a target and started 

away. Everything was working like a well-oiled machine. 
Suddenly I saw spurts of dust ,in and about my section 
and also heard the unpleasant noise of Mauser bullets 
round my head. Some one was firing at my section 
from a wood 150 yards on the right front. I promptly 
switched 'my two guns half-right and fired at 300 yards 
into the wood. Also our spare gunners turned up with 
rifles and fired. After about five rounds, out came what 
I thought was a French officer and two Germans. I ran 
out with two gunners to take them over, but on nearing 
them saw they were all three Germans. However, they 
were very much more frightened than I, and put the ir 
hands up. 

Soon after about eight more came out. I interrogated 
them, and they said that they were lost and had been 
wandering about for two days. I got a revolver off one, 
and a young horse, thoroughbred, four years old. Thi8 
was brought in by one of the men, and had belonged to 
one of their officers, who had got away. In the holsters 
I found a large bottle of eau de Cologne, sweets, and a 
box of matches. While this excitement was going on 
the other two sections had also been busy, one firing at 
German infantry and one at a German battery. The 
total capture that day was 300 Germans and seven guns. 
Not bad for advanced guard action. Still, they had 
held up our Division for a day and done their job well 
and brfl,vely. 

The following letter from a Major, R.F.A., 
gives an account of a wild exploit, in which 
nine men and a trumpeter captured 50 Germans 
and two Maxim guns :-

SEPTEMBER 14. 
We got the order to go off and join a battery und~r 

Colonel Carey's orders. We came en route under 
heavy shrapnel fire on the road. I gave the order to 
walk as the horses had hardly had any food for a couple 
of days, and also I wanted to steady the show. I can't 
say I quite enjoyed the "swank" of walking along at 
the head with old -- behind me, especially when six 
shrapnel burst right in front of us .... vVe got there 
just in time, rushed into action, and opened fire on a 
German counter-attac;k at short range, destroying the 
lot as far as I could see. We then moved slightly to 
another position to take on a valley, down which they 
were attacking, and were at it the whole day, firing about 
900 rounds into quantities of German attacks and counter
a t tacks. They cannot stand the shrapnel, and the 
inoment I got one on them they turned and bolted back 
to the wood. I got on to their trenches, one shell 
dropped in. I was enfilading them and th'ey tore out 
of the trenches, and so on, each trench in turn, and fell 
in hundreds. Also through the rangefinder Cox saw 
I'd hit a machine-gun and they had abandoned it and 
another. So it went on all day, shell and bullets hum
ming round, but only one of my staff horses hit. Our 

infantry advancing and retiring-oth ers advancing and 
coming back-Germans doing likewise , a hellish din of 
shell fire, a nd m e pouring in fire wherever I could see 
them . 

At last I got six shrapnel into a wood and cleared 
a heap of them out and got into them with shrapnel. 
It is awful. The sergeant-major put his hand up to 
his head and said: " Oh, sir, it's t errible" That seemed 
to settle them, and at last we saw the infantry- advancing 
to their posi t ion without resistance. Now was my 
chance. I determined to get those machine-guns if I 
could, as otherwise the infantry would. So I left -
to command and got the trumpeter, sergeant-major, and 
six men with six rifles, and went forward "to recon
noitre," as I reported to the Gen. by --, after I . had 
gone. It was a weird ride, through thick black woods, 
holding my revolver ready, going in front with the li tt le 
trumpeter behind and the others following some way in 
rear. We passed some very bad sights, and knew t he 
woods were full of Germans, who were afraid to get away 
on account of the dreaded shell fire. We got in fronb 
of our infantry. who were going to fire at us ; but I 
shouted just in time. 

At last we came to the edge of the wood, and in front 
of u s, about 200 yards away, was a little cup-shaped 
copse, and the enemy's trenches with machine-guns a 
little farther on. I felt sure this wood was full of 
Germans, as I had seen them go in earlier. I started to 
gallop for it, and the others followed. Suddenly 
about 50 Germans bolted out firing at us. I loosed off 
my revolver as fast as I could, a nd -- loosed off 
his rifle from the saddle. They ·must have thought 
we were a regiment of cavalry, for except a few they 
suddenly yelled and bolted. I stopped and dismounted 
my lot to fire at them to make sure they didn't change 
their minds. I held the horses, as I couldn't shoot 
them like that myself. I then suddenly saw there were 
more in the copse--so I mounted the party a nd galloped 
at it, yelling, "'Vith my revolver h eld out. 

As we came to it I saw i t was full of Germans, so I 
yelled" h ands up" and pointed the revolver at them. 
They all chucked down their rifles and put their hancl" 
up. Three officers and over 40 m en to 10 of u s wit h 
six rifles ' and a revolver. I h erded them away from 
their rifles and handed them over to the' Welsh Regiment 
behind us . I tore on witH the trumpeter and the sergean t
major to the machine-guns. At that moment the en emy's 
shrapnel, the German infantry who'd got away, and our 
own howitzers, thinking we were hostile cavalry, open ed 
fire on us . We couldn't move the beastly things, and 
it was too hot altogether, so we galloped back to t he 
cup wood and they h ailed shrapnel on us there . I 
waited for a lull, and mounted all my lot behind the 
bushes and made them sprint as I gave the word to 
gallop for cover to the woods where the Welsh com
pany was. There I got -- who understands them, 
and an infantryman who volunteered to help, and 
-- and ran up to the Maxims, and took out the breech 
mechanism of both and one of the belts and carried 
away one whole Maxim. We couldn't manage the other. 
The Welsh asked what cavalry we were. I told them 
we were the staff of the -- Battery and they cheered 
us, but said we were mad. We got back very slowly 
on account of the gun and the men wild with excite
ment, and we have got the one gun complete and the 
mechanism and belt of the other. The funniest thing 
was the little trumpeter, who swept a German's helmet 
off his head and waved it in the air shouting " I've got 
it," wild with excitement. He is an extraordina rily 
brave boy. 


