
CHAPTER CXL. 

THE BATTLE OF JUTLAND BA.NK. 

LOOKING FORWARD TO A FIGHT-GERMAN NAVAL POLICy-FIRST NEWS OF THE BATTLE: A MIs 
LEADING COMMUNIQUE-OFFICIAL EXCUSES"":"""GERMAN VERSIONS-THE SHIPS ENGAGED ON BOTH 

SIDES-THE BATTI.E-CRUISERS COME INTO ACTION-SIR DAVID BEATTY DRAWS THE GERMANS 

NORTHWARD-ARRIVAL OF SIR JOHN JELLICOE WITH THE BATTLE FLEET-RETREAT OF THE ENEMY 

-WORK OF THE LIGHT CRUISERS AND DESTROYERS-BRITISH AND GERMAN LOSSES-TALES OF 

GALLANTRY. 

I
N the aftern.:>on and evening of May 31, 

1916, an action was fought in the North 

Sea between the Grand Fleet under 

Admiral Sir John J ellicoe and the German 

High Sea Fleet under Admiral Reinhold 
Scheer. The genesis of the encounter will be 

discussed later, but its successive stages, with 

one important q.ifference, followed the normal 

lines of similar affairs which had taken place 

during the war. First, the advanced vedettes, 

the light cruisers and destroyers, got into 

touch, and then the reconnaissance squadrons, 

the battle-cruisers, became engaged, just as 

happened in the Heligoland Bight on August 

28, 1914, and at the Dogger Bank on January 

24, 1915. Presently, the unusual happened, 

and the German battle fleet arrived, to support 

its cruisers, and a little later the British battle 

squadrons came into the fray. Then the 

aspect of the conflict underwent an entire 

change. 

For twenty-two months the British public 

had looked forward almost daily to such an 

encounter-a pitched . battle at sea, as it was 

called. There was no anxiety as to the result, 

for although the dire consequences of a naval 

defeat were well recognized, the nation had 

entire trust in its seamen, and confidently 

expected that if a suitable opportunity offered 

they would win a decisive victory. It had 

been asserted that the command of the sea 
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could not be obtained until a fleet action had 

been fought. The reasoning by which this 

theory was supported was against the teaching 

of history, and, moreover, it derived no con

firmation from known conceptions of German 

strategy and naval needs. The conditions in 

which the two navies faced one another were 

not such as to give promise of a speedy conflict 

on a large scale. The enemy's flag had dis

appeared from the ocean. The oversea traffic 

of the Allies continued practically unmolested, 

save by submarines. British naval policy W8.'5 

in the main directed to the destruction of the 

enemy's commerce and trade and to the 

enforcement of what in all but name was a. 

blockade. His warships were shut up in port, 

watched by the British seamen, whose only 

desire was to draw them out and drub them. 

So long as the enemy made no attempt to take 

to the sea in force, it was not easy to see how 

a decisive engagement could be brought about. 

Nevertheless, it was hoped that, as the blockade 

became more strIngent, this and other circum

stances might operate to force the Germans to 

risk' a battle. The British seamen only waited 

an opportunity to translate their desires into 

deeds. 
When, however, the battle occurred, neither 

the manner in which it was made known to the 

country, the circumstances in which it was 

fought, nor its results, were exactly what the 
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nation had expected or the seamen hoped for. 

By a trick of fortune they were baulked 

of complete satisfaction. The disappointment 

was not lasting, for with later news came an 

assurance of triumph, and in any case the faith 

of the people in the Navy never weakened or 

abated. The message of congratulation which 

King George sent to the Commander-in-Chief 

after paying a visit to the Grand Fleet ex

pressed in felicitous terms their trust and 

satisfaction. "Assure all ranks and ratings," 

said the King, "that the name of the British 

Navy never stood higher in the eyes of their 

fellow-countrymen, whose pride and confidence 

in their achievements are unabated." 

The significance and import of the battle, 

however, were not immediately realized, and 

until all the conditions were known attempts 

to appraise its strategical value would have 

been premature. The purpose of the" enter

prise directed northward,". in which the Ger

mans ann01.llced on June 1 that their Fleet had 

been engaged, remained obscure. The extent 

of the enemy's success or failure could not be 

calculated until the precise military object 

which they were seeking to attain was known. 

Manifestly, it was not to the advantage of 

either of the participants to reveal details of 

the engagement which might be of value to 

the other side. Reticence was essential so 

long as hostilities continued. Even were the 

war ended, the features of an encounter which 

illu trated so much that was novel in sea 

fighting; the relations which certain move

ments bore to the intelligence of the enemy's 

position and strength; the manamvres by 

which the German admiral saved his ships 

from destruction; the use of various classes 

and types of vessels; the efficie .1.cy of methods 

of protection and equipment-these and many 

other technical problems wer~ likely for a long 

time to afford subjects for professional dis

cussion. Similar questions concerning earlier 

naval actions of the era of steam and steel

Lissa, Santiago, and Tsushima-were still de

bated, and after a hundred years the tactics 

of Trafalgar were under examination by an 

official committee of experts. 

For nearly two years the Grand Fleet had 

occupied a position in the North Sea facing 

the principal bases of the enemy. Behind this 

guard, the Allies were able to conduct the 

passage of their trade and troops practically 

unmolested. Campaigns for the possession of 

the enemy's colonies, and oversea expeditions, 

were undertaken; and assistance was rendered , 

to the land forces in three continents without 

let or hindrance. Furthermore, the Fleet pro

vided a safeguard to these islands from inva

sion, and enforced what was to all intents and 

BRITISH LIGHT CRAFT 
Watching for the German Fleet. 
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ADMIRAL SIR JOHN JELLICOE, G.C.B., G.C.Y.O., 
Commander-in-Chief, Grand Fleet. 

purposes a strangulation of trade with Germany, 

the stringency of which was only limited by 

the diplomatic requirements of the Govern

ment, All these operations could not have 

been p erformed without exertions which im

posed a sever e test upon those qualities of 

endurance, resource, patience and skill for 

. which British seamen ar e renowned. The 

strain was ceaseless . It necessitated arduous 

work in all the weathers to be experienced in 

the higher latitudes. The peril from the mine 

In the uniform of a Vice.Admiral. 

and the submarine menace wer e always present, 

and the call upon the vigilance of the flotillas 

and fleets on patrol service unremitting. But 

every demand was fully m et. VVhile, however, 

the predominant position at sea was thus 

maintained, there ¥Tas in being, within a short 

distance of our shor es, the second strongest 

fleet in the world, manned by courageous and 

competent officers and men, and controlled by 

t h e same wily, unscrupulous, and determined 

authorities in B erlin whose barbarous methods 



124 THE TIJJrJES HISTORY OF THE vVAR. 

Jj,f/ d 
.'. < Shetlan 
;:.:. Islan,ds 

:: ::.::: :.: :,:. .{t.:;: .:;: ... ;~:'~.:~.~:'~.';:.';.':.' ':::.;:->::.' :-:..: .. :-.-
::~:'::::-:'.:~\ '~:':Y:/:'( ::::::'),::',:: ~:t :';::,::::, 

.. ' .' :".,:.;::: //(\/i\~: =::::: :::.:'.:.! .•. ;::i:; .•. : :/'::::i{~/'~ :.'~.'.~.'.':'.:.':.:'.~.: .. '.:.~:.::.' ;.;',:::_::'::-:_:'::':: ;>{. 
'''''''''' ..... : .. : ... :::::: ... :: .• :: ... :.:: ••.. : .. ::: ... :: •.. ~: •... :.: ... ": .. :: ..... :: .. : .• ::: •..... : ..• : .. : ......... :: ... . 
.. :.::: ... ; .....•...... : ... ::: ............ : ..•. ::.:.:; •.. : ..... : ....... : ••.. : ... :.: . . <:;:: .. M/)( ,::'.:; ;'. 

. . .. . <: .... :.~.. :::::'::' :'::::-: : ... :: ... :.~: ... ; .. ~.:.~.:.-:.~.: :'/:' 
>.: .. : ' .. ;.: .... : .:..:. . .... : ........ : ... , .... :: ....... : ..•.... :.:.:.... " . 
... """.;:..: .. : ... : ... ~: •....... : ..........••.. : ..•. : ." .... ': ... . .. ' .. . ' ,' ..... :":.':: :- ::.:~::.' 

:·:~·~·:·.::·:·:r:·:~.:.::~).~:}~: :::', :':'::(::'~:::.:'::' ... :-.... . 
.;.:: ... .; .. :. ,' : .... ... .................. :~.;: .. :::::; '.:.:.:.:::. :.:~.·::.:' .. ~.~~.:i.:~.: :::':~. 
:.::.:: ... : .. ~.;.:.: .. :~.;.; .. :.}.: .... : .:: .• :.: .. ~ ..•.•.. :.:.: .•.. : •. :: ..• :1':: .... : .'.:: ~ .. :.~.~ .. : .. : .•. : .. : '\ .;.: :::.\: :":: ::: :' 

y ·.~:.:.:~.i.·~.:.·.[ .. ~.!.::.:.·.::: •. :.·.:·~:.: .. : .:.~.' .' . " ,,' ','::'.: ")(\//:::{:@.}[!! :.::.:: : .:~.::'.: :NiMK} 
::/}.:.: •. :.::.:::~:'::': ............ :.:/~.\.;: ;.//:/:~. ; ... : .. ):: .... :.: ... -,- ,' . ,-

::;;.;:-:.: .... . ;.:::": .... :.::.::::::::> ... : .... : .... .' "::"::::'?:';.::\. 
'::."'.:-:::: Scale altlfilf!S . " :/i ... ·:~··:' ... i':'>·:·:,' 
o 10 ro JO 40 50 '0 0 :.::) 

I " .. . ..... :::::.:.:: .. :: ........ . 

THE SCENE OF THE BATTLE, 
May 31·June 1, 1916. 

of waging war had received shocking demonstra- skill, but they evaded deeisive action, and 

tion alike on land and sea. Forced by the retired to their fortified bases. The Grand 

rigours of the blockade, by the economic pres- Fleet still retained an undisputed mastery of 

sure which told upon the production of material 

for the land warfare, and by the restriction of 

their sources of. wealth and prosperity resulting 

from the loss of sea-borne corpmerce-this fleet 

might at any time be flung into the arena to 

pick up the gage of battle, opportunity for 

which was always offered and ardently desired 

by the British seamen. When the opportunity 

did occur, and the hopes which inspired the 

latter seemed likely to be fulfilled, their 

opponents fought indeed with courage and 

the sea communications; its grip was not 

weakened, much less broken; while, tried in 

the test of battle, the prestige of the British 

Navy, as well as its efficiency, stood on a higher 

plane than ever. 

There was, as always, a moral as well as a 

material aspect to the battle. Although the 

Germans were able, owing to the proximity 

of their harbours, to promulgate their version 

of the action first, the impression created by 

their false and misleading announcements was 
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dissipated when the fuller British accounts 

were published. The conflict afforded an 

opportunity to the British seamen for a display 

of those qualities of courage, endurance, and , 

skill which were confidently expected of them. 

I t is not in mortals to command success, but 
in this battle there was displayed in the Grand 

Fleet convincing evidence of readiness to take 

the initiative, of consummate ability in execu

tion, and of capacity, boldness, and daring 

which thoroughly deserved to succeed. Great 

Britain and Germany were the two most 

formidable of naval Powers, and, despite the 

material superiority of the former, their navies 

were in other respects apparently well matched. 

The Germans were assured that their m ethods 

of training, their guns and mechanical equip

ment, with the armament and armour supplied 

by Krupp, were better than those of their 

opponents. ,Given that they could choose their 

own time and place for action, they believed 

that these advantages would more than com

pensate for a deficienJY in numbers. Yet 

when tried in '{,he stern ordeal of battle, the 

higher standard of technique was on the other 

side. N either in nerve nor in moral were the 

staying powers of the Germans equal to those 

of their opponents, nor did they prove the 

better in tactical efficiency, scientific gunnery, 

or the handling of ships and machinery. 

In character and organization the fleet 

which Grand Admiral von Tirpitz created was 

designed to serve two purposes. It was to be 

both a political influence and an instrument of 

war. In the event of European complications, 

it was intended that the possession of a fleet 

of such strength by Germany should force Great 

Britain to remain neutral. Not even the 

mightiest Naval Power wou.ld, it was said, dare 

to incur the risk involved in fighting it. Thus 

the much-dreaded blockade would be pre

vented. The other and much older purpose 

was the use of the Fleet- its inferiority being 

recognised-for making sudden onslaughts, 

bolts from the blue, hussar-like strokes,. which 

at little cost to the assailant would inflict 

damage of a serious character principally on 

the hostile naval force, but with avoidance of 

a contested or prolonged action. The first 

purpose failed when Mr. ChUI'chill and Admiral 

Prince Louis of Battenberg sent the Grand 

Fleet into the North Sea to its fighting stations, 

and this c01.mtry decided on war. Great 

Britain, thanks largely to Mr. McKenna and 

Admiral of the Fleet Lord Fisher, had built 

up a fleet which was in a position to take the 

risk of engaging even the High Sea Fleet if 

r equired to do so. B.ut in the ea.rly months of 

the war a naval battle on the grand scale was 

not in Germany's progranm'le. The strategic 

line imposed upon her by the appearance of 

that supreme British Fleet in the North Sea was 

a modification of the two ideas above mentioned. 

In the outer seas an attempt was made to 

interfere with British trade, which was to some 

extent successful, but it came to an untimely 

end, with no inconsiderable loss of useful 

cruisers, as a result of the British victory off 

the Falklands. Nearer home, sallying tactics 

were tried, with the assistance of the mine and 

the submarine, in the belief that such damage 

as resulted might gradually whittle away the 

supremacy of the superior fleet and provide 

an opportunity for larger operations. In the 

THE GERMAN DREADNOUGHT BATTLESHIP "KAISER," 
which took part in the battle. 

108-2 
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VICE-ADMIRAL SCHEER, 
Commander-in-Chief of the High Sea Fleet . 

face of the energy, resource, and ingenuity of 

the British seamen, this p lan also was of little 

avail. 

The new naval policy was thus one of 

strategic r eticence, varied by cruiser raids and , 

submarine adventures . In its defended ports 

the High Sea Fleet was beyond the reach of 

our naval forces, while at the same time, 

b y reason of the Kiel Canal, it served to secure 

the flanks amI rear of the armies which 

' 011 interior lines were operating on two 

fronts. Nevertheless, it cO'uld not protect 

Germany's foreign possessions or her sea

borne commerce. It could not prevent that 

naval compression, the strangling effects of 

which were severely felt, even when minimized 

to some extent by economic organization, by 

the help of neutrals, and by the development 

of internal communications. The new plan 

offered a str~king contrast to Germany's bold 

campaign on land, but. the Grand Admiml 

quoted with approval N elson's saying: "Do 

not imagine I 'am one of those hot-brained 

people who fight at a disadvantage without an 

adequate object." Attempts could still be. 

made against the floating trade of the Allies, 

and von Tirpitz threw himself with character

istic energy into the enforcement of a "sub-
I1 

nlarine bloc.kade "-a secret, sneaking war, 

directed alike aga~t nellt:ral and belligerent, 

m erchantman and' fishing boat. Tp.,e . ". ~elected 

moment," the time to strike with advantage, 

had not yet com e, and before it' was thought 

to have done so von Tirpitz went into r etire 
m ent. 

During the time that the Grand Admiral was 

at the Ministry of Marine the policy of ruthless 

submarine activity prevailed, and the cruiser 

raids which preceded the Dogger Bank action 

were made against the East Coast. I t was 

said, however, that in regard to the use of the 

battle fleet Tirpitz counselled prudence and 

caution, and that he was even oppm;ed to 

risking the Dreadnoughts in the Baltic. If, 
therefore, he had a deciding voice in naval 

strategy, it was assumed there would be 

no fleet action. Up to September , 1915, 

w hen the flTst rumours of the remova l of 

von Tirpitz appeared, there had only been 

one m ention of a movement on the part 

of the High Sea Fleet. TIns was in April , 

19L3, when the Fleet was said to have advanced 

into' English waters. What exactly was meant 

by this official announcelnent was never made 

clear, but it followed upon the appointment of 

Admiral Hugo von Pohl as Commander-in

Chief in t he place of Admiral Ingenohl, who 

was supposed to have been relieved in conse

quence of the failure at the Dogger Eank. It 
seems likely that von Tirpitz had more to d e, 

VICE-A DMIRAL H1 PPE R, 

Com~a llded the German re~onnoitrin g fl eet. 
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THE :I WARSPITE," ONE OF THE "QUEEN ElIZABETH" SQUADl<.Ui', 
Engaging the German Battleships. 

with the policy of ship construction than with 

the control of the Fleet. There .appears to be 

some reason for the belief that instead of 

pressing on the building of heavier vessels he 

concentrated the resources of the arsenals and 

shipyards-on the former of which the land 

requirements mLLst have been making a very 

heavy call-upon submarine output and 

perhaps some novel devices. The rumours of 

changes in the armam ent of ships, and of the 

appearance of new and strange craft-" the 

novel dangers req1.:tiring novel expedients," as 

Mr. Churchill said-were founded to some extent 

on a phrase in a letter to von Tirpitz from the 

Kaiser, who thanked him for what he had 

accomplished during the war "by preparing 

new means of fighting in all departments of 

warfare." The composition of the German 

Fleet in the action of May 31 afforded no 

support, however, to this theory. 

The direction of the operations of the Fleet 

appears to have been m ore particularly in the 

hands of the Naval General Staff, and the 

appointm3nt in the autumn of 1915 of von 

Holtzendorff (who had commanded the Fleet 

himself l,rom September, 1909, to January, 

1913) as Chief of that Staff, in succession to 

Admiral Bachmann, apparently coincided 

with changes in policy. At all events, on 

December 19, 1915, the Admiralty Staff at 

B erlin announced that a pOl tion of the High 

Sea Fleet in the previous V\ (ek had searched 

the North Sea for the enemy, and then cruised 

on the 17th and 18th in the Skager Rak, 

searching shipping. Fifty-two steamers were 

examined, it was stated, and one steam( r 

loaded with contraband was seized. " During 

this entire period," the announcement con

cluded, "the English fighting forces were 

nowhere to be seen." It must have been 

about tIns time that von Pohl found himself 

too l.illwell to continue the active work of h's 

command, and he was temporarily succeeded 

by Vice - Admiral Scheer, a division com

mander. In February, 1916, von Pohl 

died, and Seheer was confirmed in the 

appointment, but even before this hap

pened there began to be rumours of increased 

liveliness, and reports from fishermen and 

other sources that the High Sea Fl eet, or 

portions of it, were making short cruises. ' 

In March, 25 ships were seen off Vlieland, 

on the Dutch coast, and a little later 

other squadrons moving in the same locality. 

Then in April the Yarmouth raid occurred, 

and both from Holland and Denmark move

ments at Kiel and Heligoland, ab well as 

unusual activity in the dockyards, were re-
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VICE-ADMIRAL SIR DA VID BEA TTY 
K.C.B., M.V.O., D.S.O.. ' 

Commanded the Battle-cruiser Fleet. 
In the uniform of a Vice-Admiral. 

ported. It was widely believed by n eutrals 

that the enemy would attempt some stroke, 

and that the gun practice continually being 

carried out behind the mine-fields, with the 

airships which in fine weather were always 

patrolling the North Sea, were symptoms of 

this impending movement. Most certainly 

there were reflections in various directions of 

a more energetic hand at the wheel. Simul

taneously, all that portion of the Press w hich 

derived its inspiration from the Admiralty

Count Reventlow and the naval officers writing 

for the German papers-appeared to be under 

instructions to prepare the German p eople for 

some development of the war at sea. More

over, the increasing effect of the blockade, 

internal discontent and unrest, with the n ew 

co-ordinated efforts of the Allies in the land 

theatres, could not but exercise an influence 

in this direction. 

Although, therefore, the situation was not 

without indication of the possibility of a 

coming conflict-and it may be assumed that 

the signs had been noted and acted upon bv 

the naval authorities-yet the public experi -

REAR-ADMIRAL O. DE B. BROCK, 

Commanded the First Battle-cruiser Squadron. 

enced a great shock when the first news of the 

battle was announced on the evening of Friday, 

June 2. The nation was disappointed, and the 

world deceived. 

There had been rumours in London of a 

naval engagem ent on \ iVednesday night, but 

such rumours were of almost daily occurrence, 

and as no confirmation was forthcoming the 

story was dismissed as others had been before. 

On Thursday, the tidings b ecam e more circum

stantial, and r eceived support from n ews which 

leaked out in the dockyard towns and naval 

bases. As, however, the House of Commons 

adjourned shortly after nine p.m., in accordance 

with a r esolution moved by the Prime Minist er, 

without any announcement on the subj ect of 

a naval battle having b een made, there were 

still doubts as to whether it had taken place. 

It was after"wards explained by Mr. B alfour, 

at a luncheon in the week following the battle, 

at the British Imperial Council of Commer ce, 

that h e got his first intimation from the 

Commander-in-Chief that an engagement be

tween the hostile fl eets was ilnminent on 

vVednesday afternoon , and from that time, 

until a telegram was r eceived from Sir John 

J ellicoe on Friday afternoon, the Adnriralty 
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[La/ayette. 

REAR-ADMIRAL W. C. PAKENHAM, 
Commanded the Second Battle-cruiser Squadron. 

had no news from him as to the course of the 

engagement. Such information a they had 

was mainly obtained from intercepted .vireless 

messages, which included, no doubt, the report 

by the German Admiralty to vVashington on 

June 1, describing the action and the losses 

which the British were said to have suffered. 

It was not until seven p.m. on Friday, Jlme 2, 

that the following communiq'l.le waR issued by 

the Admiralty through the Press Bureau:-
On the afternoon of vVednesday, :May 31, a na\"a\ 

engagement took place off the coast of Jutland. Th e 
British ships on which the bnmt of the fightin g fell were 
the Bat tle ·Crui .-·er Fleet and some cruiser;:; and light
cruise rs, SLlppOl' ted by four fast. battleships. Among 
those the losses were h eavy. The German Battle Fleet 
aided by low vi~ibility, avoided prolonged action with 
our m a in forces, and soon after these appeared on the 
scene the en emy return ed to port, though not before 
receiving severe d ama~e from our battl e~hips . 

The batt. le-cruisers Queen 1\'[ary, Indefati ga.bl e, 
Invin r. ib le, and the cruisers D efence fmd Black Prince 
were sunk. The \Varrior was di:::ab led, and, after b eing 
to wed. [01' so me tim e, h ad to be aban d oned bv h er crew. 
It. is also known that the destroyers Tipper a ry: Turbulent, 
Fortune, ~parrowhawk and Ardent were lost, and six 
others are not yet accounted for. No British battleships 
01' li~ht cruisers wore sunk. The en emy's losses were 
seriou ;;;. At. lea. t one battle-crui ser was d estroyed, and 
one severely d amaged; one batt leship reported sunk b y 
our d estroyers during a nigh t attack; two light cruisers 
were disabled and probably sunk. The exact number of 
enemy d estroyers disposed of during the action cannot be 
a~certained with any certainty, but it must· have been la rg·}. 

[La./ayette. 

REAR-ADMIRAL THE HON. HORACE 
L. A. HOOD, C.B., M.V.O., D.S.O., 

Commanded the Third Battle-cruiser Squadron. 
In the uniform of a Captain, R.N. 

The wording of this communique, with its 

admissions of British losses apparently much 

heavier than those inflicted upon the enemy, 

gave the impression that it was the preliminary 

and guarded announcement of a naval reverse. 

The evening papers publit hed thA news in their 

later editions, and generally it was taken to 

indicate that the GermanR, in great strength, 

had surprised a portion of the British Fleet 

and inflicted heavy loss upon it before }:('lp 

could arrive. The very frankness with v, hich 

h eavy casualties were ac'mitted, coupled with 

the statement that soon after our main forces 

"appeared on the scene the enClUY returned 

to port, " was sufficient to justify such appre

hensions as were created by the news. The 

early editions of the morning papers, and most 

of those published in the provinces, contained 

the same communique, with COIrUl1ents founded 

on it. At one o'clock on Saturday morning 

a further announcement was made which put 

a slightly b etter complexion on the affa.ir. This 

second statement was as follows :-

Since the foregoing communique was issued, a further 
report. h as been received from the Commander-~-Chief, 
Grancl Flep. t, s tat ing that it i now ascert.a.ined that our 
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THE ARRIVAL OF THE GERMAN BATTLE FLEET. 
A Turning Movement by the British Battle-cruisers and their screen of Destroyers . 

•. Course was altered 16 points in succession to starboard, and I proceeded on a northerly course to lead them to wards the Battle Fleet. " (Beatty's Report.) 
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tobl losses in destroyers am oun t to eight boats in a ll. 
The Commander-in-Chief a lso reports that it is now 
possible to form a closer estimate of the losses and 
damage sustained by the enemy fleet. One Dread
nought ba ttl eship of the Kaiser class was blown up in an 
attack by British destroyers, and another Dreadnought 
battleship of the Kaiser class is believed to have b een 
sunk by gun-fire. Of three German battle-cruisers, t,wo 
of which, it is believed, were the Derffiinger and the 
Liitzow, one was blown up, another was heavily engaged 
by onr Battle Fleet and was seen to be disabled and 
stopping, and a third was observed to be seriously 
damaged. One German light cruiser and six German 
destroyers were sunk, and at least two more German light 
cruisers were seen to be disahled. Further, repeated 
hits were observed on three other German battleships 
that were engaged. Finall y . a German suLmarino was 
rarruned and sunk. 

This was published by the newspapers in 

their later editions, and the alterations made 

in the editorial comments showed that it had 

a reassuring effect. Many peopl e, however 

will long retain unpleasant recollections of 

that first Friday night in June, 1916, when 

they might have been sharing in the satis

faction of a British naval triumph, had the 

Admiralty acted more judiciously in circulating 

the news. On Saturday and Sunday, June 3 

and 4, a third official communique and two 

semi-official announcements were issued from 

the Admiralty through the Press Bureau. The 

first-named was, in effect, an epitome of the 

dispatches from the Commander-in-Chief pub

lished a month later, and r:;howed the action 

in its true light. It finally disposed of the idea 

that the Germans had won a victory, but even 

so its encouraging effect was to some extent 

minimized by the semi-official statements 

which appeared at the same time. The first of 

these was an analysis of the British and German 

losses by Mr. Winston Churchill. After com

paring the units of the Fleets alleged to have 

been sunk on either side, and pointing out 

that so far from ours having been the greater 

the balance was the other way about, Mr. 

Churchill went on to say :-

Our margin of superiorit,y is in no way impaired. The 
.despatch of troops to the Continent should continue with 
the utmost freedom, the battered condition of the 
German Fleet being an additional security to us. The 
hazy weather, the fall of night., and the retreat of the 
enemy alone frustrated the persevering efforts of our 
brilliant commanders, Sir John Jellicoe and Sir David 
'Beatty, to force a final decision. Although it was not 
possible to compel the German main fleet, to accept battle, 
the conclusions reached are of ext.reme importance. All 
classes of vessels on both sides have now met, and we 
know that. there are no surprises or unforeseen features. 
An accurate measure can be taken of the strength of the 
enemy, and his definite inferiority is freed from any 
element of uncertainty. 

This calling in of Mr. Churchill by the First 

Lord to give what the former termed "a 

reassuring interview" was regarded as a weak 

s tep on the part of the Admiralty, and aroused 

much criticism. Both Mr. Balfour and Mr. 

Churchill felt constrained to explain why the 

latter was asked to intervene, but neither in 

this matter nor in the attempt to throw the 

blame for the misleading impression created 

by the first communique on to the Press were 

the excuses regarded as entirely sati£?factory. 

The other semi-official statement came from 

" a naval officer of high rank," who had had 

access, like Mr. Churchill, to special sources of 

information. It was in the shape of an inter

view with a representative of the Associated 

Press of America on June 3, but was issued 

by the Press Bureau on the following day. The 

various stages of the battle were described, 

with additional details arid comments on the 

official reports. To the interviewer, this officer 

further remarked: 

We can only say that we were looking for a fight when 
.our Fleet went out. Stories that it was decoyed by the 
Germans a,re the sheerest nonsense .... T]; e battle had 
four phases, the first opening at iL 15 p.m., when our 
battle-cruisers, at a range of six miles , joined action with 
the German battle-cruisers. Shortly after, the second 
phase began, with the arrival on both sides of battle
ships. The Germans arrived first, but before their 
arrival our three battle·cruisers had been blown up, 
supposedly as the result of gun-fire, but there is a possi
bility that they met their fate by torpedoes. 

Such close-range fi ghting by battle·cruieers migllt he 
criticised as bad tactics, but our Fleet, following the 
tradit,ions of the Navy, went, out to engage the enemy. 
On account of the weather conditions however, it could 
only do so at short range. 

The third phase was the engagement of battleships, 
which was never more than partial. Thiti phase included 
a running fight, as the German Dreadnoughts fled 
towards their bases. All the big ship fighting was over 
h y 9.15. Then came one of the most weird feature>; of 
the batt.le, as the Genllan destroyers made attack after 
attack, like infantry' following an artillery preparation, 
on our hig ships; but these onslaughts were singularly 
futile, not a single torpedo launched by them get.ting 
home. With the morning these atta,cks ended, and the 
battleground was scoured by Admiral JeUicoe's Fleet, 
which reported not a single enemy ship in sight . . 

Mter a summary of the losses believed to have 

been inflicted upon the enemy attention was 

directed to the circumstance that tl:e weather 

conditions were the hardest bit of luck the 

Fleet encountered, as shown by the following 

paragraph in the official report: " Regret 

misty weather saved enemy from far more 

severe punishment." This account of the 

engagement was published in a great number 

of the British and foreign papers. It formed 

the basis of much of the comment and criticiEm 

that was made by naval officers and others in 

the United States, where it was doubtless 

intended to counteract the erroneous impres

sions created by the annoUDr'€ments vv hich the 
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[R1,tssell. 

CAPTAIN E. M. PHILLPOTTS, 
Commanded the Battleship" Warspite." 

Germg,n Admiralty were issuing. The Ameri

cans got their first notion from a Berlin m essage 

which, being sent by wireless to Sayville, 

escaped the censorship over the cable lines . 

This was supplem ented by the German Ad

miralty report dated June 1, the text of which 

was as follows: 
During an enterprise directed towards the north, Ollr 

High Sea Fleet on 'Wednesday (May 31) encountered the 
ma,in part of the British fighting fleet , which was con
Riderably superior to our forceR. Durin2: the afternoon. 
between the Skagger Rak and Horn Reef, a heavy 
engagement developed, which was successful for u s, and 
which continued during the whole night. In this 
engagement, so far as is known to us at present, we 
destroyed the great battleship Warspite , the battle
cruisers Queen Mary and Indefatigable, two armoured 
cruisers, apparently of the Achilles type, one small 
cruiser, the new destroyer leaders Turbulent, Nestor and 
Alcaster (Acasta), a large number of destroyers, and one 
submanne. 

By observations which are unchallengeable, it is 
known that a large number of Brit.ish battleships 
suffered damage from our ships and torpedo craft during 
the day and night actions . Among others. the great 
hattle"hip Marlborough was hit hy a torpedo, as h as been 
confirmed by prisoners . Several of our shipR res(;ued 
portions of t.he crews of the sunk British ships, among 
whom wore the only two sllrvivors of the Indefat,igable . 

On our side, the sm a ll cruiser ViTieshaden was sunk hy 
the enemy'l'i guns in the ('ourse of the day act.ion, and 
the Pomrn ern during the [,ight b y a torpedo. The fat e 
(.f the Fra,uenlob, which il'i missing, and of some torpedo 
boa t s which h ave not yet re turned, is unknown. Thf'l 
High Sea Fleet returned to-day (ThUl'l'iday) to oUt' p ort:::. 

A second official Inessage was issued by the 

Chief of the German Naval Staff on June 3, in 

which the loss of the Elbing was admitted, and 

another on June 7, in which was admitted the 

loss of the vessels Liitzow and R ostock-

[Russell. 

CAPTAIN F. C. DREYER, C.B., 
Flag-Captain and Gunnery Director of the Fleet. 

information hitherto withheld , it was announced, 
for military r easonf'>. 

The view generally taken by the American 

Press, from the early British and German 

r eports, even by those papers which sympa

thized with the cause of the Allies, was that the 

British had suffered a defeat. As an example, 

the Philadelphia Inquirer, an old-established 

journal of well-balanced jUdgment, said in its 

leading article of June 3: 

In the fir'lt. grflat n aval engagement of the war, in a 
conflict for which the British have been a-wearving and 
in which they cO ll..'1ted with confidence on suc~ess, 'they 
h ave been decisively defeated, and have sustainerl losser:; 
which not. the most optimi!O tical1y inclined can regard as 
negligible ... . So far as can he gat.hered fr~m the 
information at hand, only a comparatively small section 
of the British Fleet was engaged, and it is hardly 
n ecessary to point out that Great Rritain's nav~l 
supe riority has n ot been mat.ori a Jl y a ffected by the losses 
it, h as s ustain ed. 

The early reports gave rise to erroneous con

clusions by other s than civilians. The A1·my 

and Navy Journal, of N ew York, in 'its issue of 

June 10, stated that in the opinion of officers 

at the Navy Department, the British battle

cruisers got into a place in the engagem ent for 

which they were entirely unsuited. 

In some qua rters t.l~ ere h as h een a tendency to criticize 
the comm ander of the Rat.tl e -Crui ser Fle~t, and p ar 
ticula rl y th fl commanders of the ligh t a,rmoured cruisers, 
for impetuol1sly rushin g into a struggle wher e thoy were 
a t su ch a disadvantage, but this is explained in p art by 
the suggestion thftt in ' a ll probabilit.y t h e British n a \ 'al 
officers had been h eld in leash so long that wh en t h ey got 
an opportunit y t o get int.o Rction they sh owed mOJ'e 
~ourR.ge t han prlld flnce, 
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[Russell. 

CAPTAIN ARTHUR L. CA Y, 
Flag-Captain of the "{nvincible." 

Rear-Admiral Caspar F. Goodrich, after quoting 

from the statement of " t h e naval officer of high 

rank," said: 
It would 'leem from what we are told that over- con

fidence in the hattle-cruisers led j;o their taking an undne 
sl>a ra of hard knocks, and that it would have been more 
prud~mt to let them draw the German battle~hips to 
wi t hin range of the British battleships fa~t coming to 
their relief-

Other naval officer s expr essed similar views. 

Even Admiral D ewey spok e of the unfitness of 

the battle-cruiser to play a leading role in naval 

dramas, and Captain ",\V. S. Sims was evidently 

of the opinion that the Battle-Cruiser Fleet had 

attacked the main body of the German Fleet on 

sight. It was not until the dispatch of Sir John 

Jellicoe and r eport of Sir David B eatty were 

published that these mistaken inferences were 

corrected, and it was made abundantly clear that 

such conclusions found no warrant in the facts . 

On Tuesday, May 30, the 'ships of the Grand 

Fleet left their anchorages by instructions from 

the Commander-in-Chief to carry out one of 

those periodical sweeps of the North Sea of 

which the first to be announced was mentioned 

in an official communique as far back as Sep

tember 10, 1914, and many of which had been 

carried out at intervals since the beginning of 

the war. Sir John J ellicoe made it clear in his 

dispatch that every part of the Grand Fleet 

was under his command, a nd was operating in 

accordance with his orders. From the state

ments of visitor s to the Fleet, it was known to 

~ Maull & Fox. 
CAPTAIN CHARLES J. WINTOUR, 
Commanded the Destroyer" Tipperary." 

h ave b een in three sections, and a few days 

earlier the Battle-Cruiser Fleet was reported as 

being in the Firth of Forth. It is essential to 

note that the concerted movements of the Fleet 

were made on Tuesday, because it thus becomes 

clear that the en emy could have had no certain 

knowledge that the Grand Fleet was at sea. 

The location of the sections of the Fleet might 

have been discovered by Zepp elins in the day

time, but these could not have seen and re 

ported the movements of the ships after dark. 

Similarly, the survivors of the Elbing when 

landed in Holland stated that the High Sea 

Fleet had put to sea at 4 a.m. on the morning 

of Wednesday, May 31- This movement, 

therefore, could not have been the cause of the 

Grand Fleet's putting to sea on the previous 

afternoon. An unusual briskness and stir had, 

indeed , been reported at Wilhelmshaven and 

Kiel. Both Fleets were no doubt fully prepared 

for battle when they left port, but the actual 

meeting appears to have happened by chance. 

The object of the sweeps made by the Grand 

Fleet was clear . The intention was to meet 

-the en emy, if he could be fOlmd, and to engage 

him. The sole purpose in view was his annihi

lation as an effective force. The sweeps, it may 

be said, were made in conformity with the policy 

adumbrated by Nelson, "The enemy are still 

in port, but something must be done to provoke 

or lure them to a battle." It may be asked , 

on t he other hand, whether the Germans had 

108-3 



1n! THE 'T1Jl!lES H18TORY OF THE vFAR. 

nIUTI5H BATTLE FLEE T 

10;;;to--->- ......... 
, P . M 

I ~1. r:.5:0·· .. ·.~ \VII P.III. 
GERMAN BATTLECRlJISERS o•• •• :.... I 

1"' ·30~. ~ I P. M :~ .0 

~--~, \.\ .. ' 
;';;1.:10 P 1\1 \' t. , FIS HER I . 

~ I 31 V. IS ~ )!.' ' ... 
-;( \\' .... 

BRITISH BAnLE CRUlSERS-.... .!o,;\ ~'.I': 
BANK a: 

.0" '\ '.:. 
k" v~IM'.5 \~ ")I~ 

\ \ IX.OOP.:.~\ 
/\:\tonOUk···.~IV. &2 P. M 31.516 

/ \~ \ ~ 
IX.OOPM/ l\~ \~~ 

" Loon " / IV.40P.M \ -,0 
• / 3I.V .IS"I\:"2-

REFERENCE : 

Approximate 
Tr~ck or British Battle Fleet .. _ 

" Br.itish Battle Crllisers-. - --
Enemy's Ships .- -.- ••••.•• 

\ 

\.} 

ReFeren ce I 

ApprOKimBt~ 
Tr8ckoFBrlC/~h Battle F/e~t _ _ _ 

U ' I British Battle CrC/lser5..-- __ . 
fnemys Ship. __ ___ .. ... . . . 

/ \ 0> 
\ IX 24 P.M '-:\ 

\ \ ~ 
\ \ ~ 
\ ~ 
\ 
\ 
\ 
\ 
\ 
\ 
\ 
\ 
\ 
\ 
\ 
\ 
\ 
\ 
\ 
\ 
\ 
\ 
\ , 

\ 
\ 
\ 
\ 
\ 
\ 
\ 
\ 
\ 
\ 
\ 
\ 
\ 
\ 
\ 
\ 
\ 
\J 
Daylight 
I . VI.IIl 

Oayli9ht 
I. VI. 16. 

0 
z 

w 
::> 
a: 
r 

JU TLAND 

BANK 

Horn Reef's 
Light Vessel 

NOTE 
ThiS chart mustbe taken as dia'lrammatlc 
only. and as a general indication nF the 
course of the Battle . 

THE ·COURSE OF THE BATTLE OF JUTLAND BANK. 



THE TIMES HISTORY OF THE WAR. 135 

any serious undertaking in view in coming out 

as they did. Probably they haq, first, because 

nothing they had done hacllackecl purpose, and 

secondly, they had certain advantages which 

were denied to their opponents. The fleet 

which keeps the sea cannot always be at its 

maximum strength. As Admiral W. H. H en

derson pointed out* :--
H efits and r ep airs require constant attendance, and 

alt.hou gh our Fleet is superior to that of the enemy i t 
is not possible to count upon all the ships of "which it is 
composed being perpetually on the spot. . . . The 
Queen E lizabeth and the Australia appear to have b een 
absent from the ba,ttle, or over 13 per cent. of the 
strength of our fa st divisions . Can anyone doubt what 
the addition of those t.wo ships would h ave meant to the 
hardly-pressed and splendidJy-fought squadrons during 
the time in which they wel'e engaged with superior 
force. 

The Germans could select the moment to appear 

when they were at their full strength, and of 

this they evidently took advantage. It was 

obviously their correct plan to look for an 

opportunity to cut off and destroy any unit of 

the opposed force inferi~r in strength, and 

separated so far from its main body as to be 

dealt with before support could be obtained. 

By such tactics the material strength of the 

. fleets might be more equally balanced. The 

semi-official statement from Berlin on J1U~e 5 

that "th e German High Sea forces pushed 

forward in order to engage portions of the 

British Fleet which were repeatedly reported 

recently to be off the south coast of Norway" 

may well have referred to the "enterprise 

directed n orthward" of the first official com

mum:que issued on J tIDe 1. It was possible 

that by means of Zeppelins the Germans 

had discovered that the periodical sweeps were 

not always carried out by the whole of the 

Gra"nd Fleet. When, therefore, the British 

Battle-Cruiser Fleet was sighted by Hipper 's 

scouts on -Wednesday afternoon, it would have 

been a natural conclusion to draw that. a 

chan ce had presented itself to attack with their 

full force a weaker British division, and thus 

to gain a comparatively easy success. If this 

was their endeavour, it was completely frus 

trated by the dogged tenacity of Sir David 

Beatty, with the effective support supplied by 

Rear-Admiral Eyan-Thomas, and the decisive 

stroke of the Commander-in-Chief when he 

arri ved on the scen e of action. In any case 

there was no sign of an intention to seriously 

contest the command of the sea, of a plan for 

breaking the blockade, or of an adventure into 

the Atlantic. Such proj ects could only be carried 

* Contemporary Review, July, 1916. 

COMMANDER SIR C. R. BLANE, BART., 
H.M.S. "Queen Mary" (killed). 

out successfully after the British naval forces 

had b een depleted by attrition, and that this was 

recognized by the Germans was shown by their 

immediate retirement when it was seen that the 

battle squadrons of Sir John J ellicoe were j oin

ing in the battle. Both sides wanted a fight, but 

the Germans only on their own terms. 

A further advantage would be obtained by 

the Germans, should an engagement occur, 

if they could contrive to bring it about nearer 

to their own ports than to those of the enemy. 

Although not due directly to their own efforts, 

it is nevertheless the fact that this happened. 

The locality in whIch the battle began was in 
the vicinity of the Little Fisher Bank, and 

to the westward of the Jutland Bank, two shoal 

patches at no great distance from the Danish 

coast. The approximate position of the British 

Battle-Cruiser Fleet on sighting the German 

battle-cruisers was somewhere about 56deg., 

50min. North latitude, and 5deg. 30min. East 

longitude. This position is nearly twice as far 

from the British coast as it is from that of 

Germany. When the battle came to an end 

on the morning of June 1, while the retreating 

German ships had approached much closer to 

their own ports, the Grand Fleet was over 400 
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miles from its mam base, and its other bases 

were an con siderably fa:-ther away than the 

German ports. Between the two positions 

which mar:ked the b eginning and H:.e end of tl:.e 

encounter, the Horn Red projects from the 

Danish coast about ten miles, its outlying p oint 

marked by a light vessel, and the action was 

certainly n earer to this reef than to the Skager 

Rak. This ~xplains why the encounter was 

sometimes called in this country after the Horn 

t hey had no advantage £rorn the scen e of the 

ba~tle being in. the vicinity of their defended 

harbours. This, however, was not the case. 

Some uncertainty exists as to the identity of 

all the ships which took part in the action. A 

note appended to the dispatch of Sir J ohn 

Jellicoe says : " The list of ships and com

m anding officers which took part in the aetion 

has been withheld from publication for the 

Reef, which was much more appropriate than present in accordance with practice." It was 

to ca ll it after the Skager R ak, as the Germans believed that vessels from all the types in the 

did. Apparently they wished to suggest that following table were present: 

Name. 
Royal SQYereign 

Queen E!izabeth (Fifth 
Squadron) 

Iron Duke (First Squadron) 

Orion (Second Squadron) ... 

Droadnol1ght (Fourth 
Squadron) 

Lion (First Squadron) 

New Zealand (Second 
Sqnadron) 

Indomitable (Third 
Squadron) 

Defence (First Squadron) ... 

Achille" (Second Squadron) 

Bl acl~ Prince (First 
Squadron) 

Galatea (First Squadron) 

South ampton (Second 
Squadron) 

Falmout.h (Third Squadron) 

Ca.Jliope (Fourth Squadron) 

Fearless (First Flotilla) 

Tipperary 

Pelican 
. Onslow 
Nestor 

Moresby 

Landrail 

Acasta (" K " type) 

B adger (" I " t.yp e) .. . 

Abdlel 
Engadine 

Date. 
1916 

]915 

19 14 

191 2 

1906 

l(1l2 

1912 

1908 

1909 

1907 

1906 

1915 

1913 

1911 

1915 

1913 

1914 

1916 
1916 
1915 

1()14 

1913 

19 12 

1911 

T H E GB AND FLE ET. 
TYPES OF SHIPS. 

Tons. 
25,750 

27 ,500 

25,00(; 

23,000 

17,900 

26,350 

18,800 

17 ,250 

BATTLESHIPS. 

Speed. 
:21 

25 

2 1 

2 1 

21 

Armament. 
8 Hi.in ., 
126·in. 
8 15-in. , 
126·in. 

1013·5·in. 
126-in. 

10 13·f) -in ., 
164-in. 

10 12·in .. 
4·in. 01' 12.·pr. 

BATTLE·CRUISERS. 
28 8 13·f)·in., 

Hj 4 ·in . 
25 8 12· in ., 

l64·in. 
25 8 12·in., 

164·in. 

ARMOURED CRUISERS. 
14,600 23 49·2.in. , 

10 7·5·in. 
13,550 22} 69·2·in. 

47·5 ·in. 
13,550 224- () 9-Z·in. 

106· in. 

LJGHT CRUISERS. 
3,750 :29 26·in. 

84·in. 

5,400 25! S 0 ]' 9 6·in. 

5,250 25! 86·in. 

3,800 30 26·in. 
84·in. 

3,440 25~ 104-in . 

DESTROYEHS. 
1,850 :H 6 4·in. 

Particulars unknowll. 
Part,icu lars unknown. 
Particulars unknown. 

Particulars unknown. 

965 29 

935 :29 

780 2() 

34·in. 

34·in. 

:! 4·in., 
2 12·pclrs. 

MISCELLANEOUS. 
Particulars unknown. 

Seaplane carrier. 

B e lt 
AI mour. ister ·Ships. 
13·in. Revenge, etc. 

13·in. \Varspite , Valiant, Bm'ham , 
Malaya. 

l:!·in, Marlborough, Emperor of 
India, Ben bow. 

12-in . Conqueror, Monarch, Thul1-
derer, King George V., 
Ajax, Audacious, Cen · 
t ll rion. 

l1-in. B eUerophon, Temeraire, Su
p erb, St. Vincent, CoIling
wood, Vanguard, Neptune, 
Colossus, Hercules. 

9-in. Princess Royal, Queen Mar)' , 
Tiger. 

7 ·in. Indefatigable, Australia. 

7 in. Infl ex ible, Inv incible, 

6·in . :Minotanr, Shannon. 

6·in. Cochrane, vVarrior. 

6·in. Duke of Edinburgh. 

Allrora, J nconstant, R,ovalis t, 
Penelope, Phaeton: Un
daunted. 

Chatham, Dublin, Birming. 
ham , Lowestoft., Notting. 
h am. 

Darlmouth, Falmouth,Wev. 
mouth, Yarmouth. • 

Ca ro line, CFtrysfort, Cham 
pion, Cleopatra, Comu s, 
Conquest, Cordelia. 

Acti\'e, Blanche, Blonde, 
Bellona, Boadicea. 

Botha, Turbulent, T erm a -
gant, and others . 

Petard, etc. 
Omdaught, Obdurate, etc . 
Nomad, Nicator, Nar-

borough, Terissa, etc. 
Manly, Man sfield, Mastiff, 

Matchless, Mentor, Meteor, 
Mi!ne, Minos. Miranda, 
Moorsom, Morris, Murray, 
Myngs, et-c. 

Lydiard, Laforey, Lookont, 
Legion, etC' . 

Ardent, Fortune, Garland , 
Ambuscade, Shark, Spar
row-hawk, Spitfire, et c. 

Defender, Attack, Hornet, 
J-'hrnnix , etc. 
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GERMAN SUBMARINES A TT ACHED TO THE HIGH SEA FLEET. 

,\IVith r egard to the Grand Fleet , the com

position of the battle squadrons was not dis 

dosed, the n am es of only a few of the vessels 

being mentioned. Sir John J ellicoe refers to 

the mOVeluents of three squadrons-the First , 

Second, a nd Fourth, in the last-nam ed of which 

his flagship, the Iron Duke, was placed. The 

Marlborough was the flagship of Sir Cecil 

Burney in . the First Squadron; and the King 

George V. of Sir Thomas J erram in the Second 

Sqnadron. According to the GeIman account, 

a squadron of three ships of the Royal Sovereign 

type was also present . One of these was m en

t ioned by the Commander-in-Chief, who stated 

that when the Marlborough was partially dis

a bled by a torpedo Sir Cecil Burney transferred 

his flag to the R evenge, of the Royal Sovereign 

dass. The Fifth Battle Squadron, which 

supported the Battle -Cruiser Fleet, consisted 

of four ships of the Queen Elizabeth type, but 

the name-ship was absent refitting. R ear

Adrriiral Hl.1gh E van-Thomas flew his flag in the 

Barham 

The nine battle-cruisers present on the British 

side wer e organized in three squadrons, com

manded r espectively by Rear-Admirals O. de 

B. Brock, W. C. P ak enham, and the Hon. 

H. L. A. Hood. The Princess Royal flew the 

flag of the fu'st-named; the N ew Zealand that 

of Admiral Pakenham; and the Invincib le 

that of Admiral Hood. The flag of Vice

Admiral Sir David Beatty, Commanding the 

Battle -Cruiser Fleet, was flying in the Lion. 

The five other battle-cruisers were the Queen 

Mary, Tiger, Indefatigable, Indomitable, and 

Inflexible. Admiral Beatty also had under his 

command the First, Second, and Third Ligt t 

Cruiser Squadrons, and destroyers from tr.e 

First, Ninth, Tenth, and Thirteenth Flotillas. 

, Vith the Commander-in-Chief and the battle 

squadrons were the First and Second Cruiser 

Squadrons, the Fourth Light Cruiser Squadron, 

and destroyers from the Fourth, Eleventh, and 

Twelfth Flotillas. There were also a numcer 

of special and auxiliary types represented, in

cluding the Engadine, seaplane-carrier. 

There is more doubt about the composition 

of the German High Sea Fleet, under the com

mand of Vice-Adm,iral Scheer, which accord

ing to the German account consist ed of a 

main battle fleet in three squadrons, and a 

reconnoitring fleet of five battle-cruisers under 

THE GERMAN BATTLE·CRUISER "SEYDLITZ," CAPTAIN VON EGIDY. 
Reported to have been seriously damaged in the battie. 
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Vice-Admiral Hipper, with light cruisers and 

destroyers attached to both divisions. The 

hea~ier vessels were probably of the types in the 

table below: 

presence of which would necessarily reduce 

the speed and fighting capacity of the whole 

force. 

. Admiral Hipper's five battle-cruisers are said, 

THE HIGH SEA FLEET. 

TYPES OF SHIPS. 

BATTI.ESHTPS. 

Name. 
Wilhelm n. (ex·Worth) 

" N " (ex-Salamis) .. . 

Konig 

Kaiser 

H elgoland 

Nassau 

Deu tschland .. . 

Bra1.mschwei;:; 

Date. 
1916 

1916 

1914 

1913 

]911 

1909 

HlO6 

1904 

Tons. 
29,000 

19,200 

25,387 

24-,310 

22,500 

lR ,600 

13,040 

12,907 

Speed. 
21 

23 

21 

21 

20} 

20} 

IS } 

18 

Armament .. 
8 15- in ., 
165·g-in. 
8 14--in. , 
12 6-in. 

10 12· in .. 
145·9-in·. 
1012-in ., 
14 5·9-in. 

121 2-in ., 
145·9-in. 
12 ll -in. , 
125·9-in. 
411-in., 
146·' -in . 
4 ll-in. , 
146·7-in. 

Belt 
ArmoUl'. Rister-Ships. 

"T." 

10-in. Unknown. 

14-·in. Markgra.f, Grosser KurfUrst, 
Kronprinz. 

14-in. Kaiserin, Frierlrich der 
Grosse, Konig Albert , 
Prinzregent Luit.pold. 

12·in. Ostfriefdand, ThUl'ingen, 
Oldenburg. 

12-in. vVestfalen, Rheinland, Posen. 

9~-in . Hannover, Pommern, Schle
sien, SchleRwig-Hol st ein_ 

8· in. El sass , Preussen, Lolhrin
gen, Hessen. 

BATTLE-CRUISE] S 

Hindenburg _" 1916 28,000 27 8 15-in., 
14 5·9- in. 

Unknown. 

Liltzow 1915 28,000 27 S 12-in., 
12 5·9-in. 

ll-i l~ . Derfflinger . 

Seydlitz 1913 24,640 26 lOll-in. , ll-ill . Moltke. 
12 5·9-in. 

Von del' T ann 1911 18,70[) 25 8 11 -in ., 
10 5·g-in . 

6.in. None. 

ARMOURED CI.UI3ER. 

Roon 1905 9,350 2 1 48·2 in., 
10 5·9-in . 

4.10 . 

Accepting the German statement, the First 

Squadron of eight battleships would probably 

be composed of the Konig and Kaiser types; 

the Second of the H elgoland and Nassau typ6S ; 

and the Third of pre-Dreadnought ships, the 

Deutschlands and Braunschweigs . There is 

reason to believe, however, that two new battle

ships, which were known when building as the 

Ersatz-Worth and "T," were present. The 

former is said to have been named the Wil

he;m n. It was on board a new ship of this 

name that Admirals Scheer and Hipper re

ceived the freedom of Wilhelmshaven a few 

weeks after the battle. It was also suggested 

that the Pommern, a vessel of which name the 

Germans admitted was sunk in the action, was 

not the old pre-Dreadnought ship of this name

whi?h was understood to have' been torpedoed 

in the Baltic by a British submarine in J 'uly , 

1915-but the much more modern and power· 

ful vessel Julown as "T." Another possibility 

is that the vessel named the Salamis, which 

was b~lding in Germany for the Greeks when 

t~e war broke out, took part in the battle under 

some other name. At all events, it is difficult 

to believe that the homogeneity of the German 

squadrons would have been broken by the 

inclusion of some of the older ships, the 

in the German official account, to have consisted 

of the D erffiinger and Moltke classes, as well as 

the Von der Tann. The Liitzow, in which 

Admiral Hipper's Bag was flying during part of 

the action, was the sister-ship of the Derffiinger ~ 

and the Seydlitz of the Moltke. Some British 

observers were of opinion that a later battle

cruiser, the Hindenburg, was present, and not 

the Von der Tann, and this is the more likely, as· 

the inclusion of the latter would have tended to 

reduce the speed of the squadron. 

Thus at about two o'clock on the afternoon 

of Wednesday, May 31, two large naval forces. 

were approaching one another in the North 

Sea. Each of these forces consisted of a main 

body comprising three squadrons of their latest 

battleships. Each also had an advanced or 

reconnoitring squadron of battle-cruisers thrown 

out some distance before the main body. Each~ 

too, was accom:r:anied by satellites, scme of 

which were still more advanced, for scouting 

purposes, -and as a protective screen against 

submarines. It is characteristic of the sea· 

operations that two such bodies as these, ~ach 
containing all the latest scientific appliances 

for sea fighting, although they might be cruising 

in the same waters, might seld om come into 
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A SCENE OF THE MIDNIGHT BATTLE. 

Engagement of one of the British destroyers with German cruisers, as revealed by German star-shells , 
and firelight caused by a huge shell which struck the British vessel. Caught between two fires and 
fighting to t he last, the officers and men of the destroyer gave a good account of themselves before 

she sank. The German vessel was badly damaged by a torpedo. 

contact, and that months might elapse without 

an engagement. Even when they do meet, it 

does not follow t hat there is continuity of 

fighting, such as may be observed in the clash 

of armies on land. 

Tt was, as Sir David Beatty tells us, a fine 
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afternoon, with a light wind frorn the EOuth

east, the sea calm, and the visibility- that is to 

say, the range of Yision- fairly good. At 

about 2.30 the satellites of the tv,"O bodies 

sighted one another. Some Dutch fishermen 

who were present described this first meeting 

of the light cruisers which were thrown out 

before the battle-cruiser squadrons. 

Now it was that there occurred one of 

those inci~ents which illustrate the change 

in the conduct of sea fightirrg. vVhether the 

V ICE-ADMIRAL SIR CH A RLES MADDEN , 
K.C.B ., C .V.O ., Chief of Staff. 

Germans were accompanied by Zeppelin scouts 

remains "Lillcertain. I t was suggested that 

they m ight have been present, because of 

the reference in the official German version 

of the battle to observations which were 

indubitably reliable, and because the Danish 

fishermen reported that they saw two airships 

near t.he coast of Demnark. But the British 

certainly mad~ use of an air scout, for on a 

report from the Galatea, Commodore E. S. 

Alexander-Sinclair, who with the First Light 

Cruiser Squadron was scouting to the east

ward, Sir David Beatty ordered a seap lane 

to be s.ent up from the Engadine, Lieut. -Corn. 

C. G. Robinson, and this machine, with F light

L ieut. F . J . Rutland as pilot, and Asst. -Pay-

master G. S. Trewin, as observer, quickly re('on

noitred to the east-north-east : 
Owing to clouds it wa.s necessary to fly very Iow, and 

in order to identify four enemy ligh t crtlisers the Rea
plane h ad to fly at a h eight of 900 ft. within 3,000 yards 
of them, the light crui::;ers openin g fire on h er with 
every gun that would. bear. 

The information obtained in this 'way indicated 

the value of such observations. It may be 

r emarked, however, that in cleaT weather, and 

under favourable conditions, observations might 

be made from Zeppelins for far greater dis · 

[Ru.ssel!. 

COMMODORE LION EL H A LSEY, C.M.G., 
., Iron Duke," Captain of the F leet. 

tances. It has been calculated that the radius 

of vision of observers in these airships at 

10,000 feet is about 90 miles. As the distance 

by which the battle-crlliser squadrons on either 

side were separated frem their main bodies 

could not have been n~ore than 40 or 50 miles 

at the most, a Zeppelin at the above-named 

height should have been able, on a clear after

noon, to have seen both the approaching battle 

squadrons. There was nothing, however , to 

indicate that this knowledge ,-.;'as available to 
either flee~. 

The admirals commanding the battle-cruiser' 

squadrons became aware of the proximity and 

of the strength of one another at about the 

same time. Their proceedings iIInstrated one 
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THE GERMAN LIGHT CRUISER " ROSTOCK." 
Officially admitted to ha ve been sunk in the battle. 

of the functions such v essels are built to p er

form. The purpose of the ba t t le -cruiser wa s 

t wofold. It wa s to b e a commerce p rotector, 

its sp eed and weight of armament enablin g 

it to catch a nd overwhelm. sea wolves p reying 

on the tra de, as was shown by Vice-Admira l 

Sturdee's victory at the a ction off the F a lkland 

I sla nds. Its other purpose was to push home 

a reconnaissance- t o sweep a way the p rotecting 

screen scouting for the en em y , a nd again b y 

its sp eed a nd power to get n ear en ough t o 

find out the ~omposition of the approaching 

fo e. In this instance, Vice-Admiral H ipper , 

discovering his force to b e inferior to that of 

his oppon en t, promptly t urned to r etire on 

his main b ody . Sir Da id B eat.ty, not y et 

a ware whether there w as any main body 

b ehind Hipper , alt er ed course a nd proceeded 

at full sp eed in a direction which wO"Lud en able 

him t o mak e the discovery or to cut off the 

en emy cruiser s from their b ase. There was, 

therefore, no question of undue risk . · Sir 

David B eatty, with superior force, was ca rry 

ing out the primary purpose fo r which his 

v essels h ad been created. It is t r ue tha t 

while h e was steaming away from his main 

forces, Hipper was steaming towards his 

friends ; but it should be noted t hat a lt hough 

t he distance in t h e latter case was decreasing 

at the rate of the combined speed s of the 

squadron s, t h e d istance between Sir D avid 

and the B r itish battle fleet was only increa sir g 

b y the difference in t h e speed s of t h e two 

bodies . The first stage of the battle, then, 

took on a sunilar form to tha t of t.he action 

off the Dogger Bank on J ),nuary 24, 191 5. 

Hipper 's five battle-cruisers vver e flying back 

to the south-ea st, from which direction von 

Scheer was advancin g , while the six h eavier 

and more powerful BritiElh v essels were in 

chase. T h e latter , moreover , were supported 

by the four sh ip s of the F ifth Battle Squadron 

"Lmder R ea r -Admiral Hugh Eva n-Thomas, be 

tween five and six m iles to the north-westward. 

THE GERMAN PRE-DREADNOUGHT BATTLESHIP "POMMERN." 
Officially admitted to have been sunk by a torpedo on the night of May 31. 
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Swnming up the position at this stage, Sir 

David Beatty said: "The visibility at this 

time was good, the sun behind us and the 

wind south-east. Being between the enemy 

and his base, our situation was both tactically 

and strategically good." 

At 3.48 p.m. the opposed forces had cloEed 

to arang-e of about 18,500 yards, and the action 

began. Both sides " dpened fire ' practically 

simultaneously, steaming o~ · paralh31 lines. it 

was a little later that there occurred one of 

those catastrophic strokes of fortlme which 

have b een made possible by the tremendous 

power locked up in the modern engines of 

battle. The ships on both sides were vigorously 

engaged, when suddenly a heavy explosion 

was caused in the last ship of the British line, 

the Indefatigable. A black colwnn of smoke 

400 feet high shot upwards, said the German 

account, hiding the ship, and when it cleared 

away a little later the cruiser had disappeared. 

Out of her ship's company of about 900 officers 

and men, only two are believed to have sur

vived. The f}.ghting, we are told, was of a 

very fierce and resolute character, and as the 

good marksmanship of the Bri tish vessels 

began to tell, the accuracy and rapidity of 

that of the enemy depreciated. The Fifth 

Battle Squadron, too, had come into action, 

and opened fire at a range of 20,000 yards 

upon the enemy's rear sh.ips. At 4.18 the 

third ship in the en emy's line was se n to be 

on fire, but soon afterwards another tragic 

misfortune befell the British squadron. The 

magnificent battle-cruiser Queen Mary was 

vitally hit, and with a terrific explosion, 

which appeared to blow her hull asunder, also 

disappeared. The loss of life in her case was 

terrible a lso, for she had at least 1,000 people 

in her, and only about a score were saved. 

In modern warfare seamen have to face perils 

unknown to their predecessors, for in the old 

wars ships were more often captured than 

Slmk. Now the sacrifice is demanded with 

awful suddem'less, and in a moment the ' whole 

of a ship's company may be ' added to the . list 

of those brave men who have died at their 

post of duty. 

It was in this run to the southward the.t tlie 

German gunners displayed their best qualities. 

The manner in which they concentrated the 

fire of several ships and bunched their salvoes 

on an object was remarkable. With regard 

to the loss of Beatty's two cruisers, an officer 

of one of the larger vessels gave in the Daily 

Mail what appeared to be a possible explana

tion. He said: 

They were purely chance shots which brought about 
their d estruct'ion. The armour would have withstood 
any amount of sh ell·fire. 

Under the deadly hail from the British ships, 

however, the quality of the German gunnery 

fell off, and their fire became far less effective, 

whereas the result of that from B eatty's ships 

became more marked every moment. For 

an hour all but six minutes the engagement 

continued to the southward, when the enemy's 

b~ttle fleet, in three divisions, was sighted by 

the Southampton, Commodore VV. E. Good

enough, and reported to the Vice-Admiral. 

Thereupon Sir David B eatty, having attained 

one purpose, proceeded to carry out another. 

He had driven in, by superior force, the en emy's 

advance guard, and had discovered the compo

sition and direction of their main force. At 

the same time, he had prevented the enemy's 

scouts from approaching his own main body 

in order to obtain similar information. This 

was not falling into a trap, but, if trap there 

was, he now set it. Turning his squadron 

. round-the ships altering course in succession 

to starboard-he proceeded northwards to lead 

the enemy towards his own battle fleet. The 

Fifth Battle Squadron, following in his wake, 

but more to the southward, came into action 

with the van of the enemy's battle fleet, which 

Admiral Hipper, who had also turned, was 

riow leading on a parallel course to the British 

squadron'S. Possibly the Germans assumed 

that Beatty and Thomas were tmsupported> 

and that the odds now in his favour offered 

von Scheer the opportlmity for which he had 

been looking. If so, he was to be disillusioned. 

Thus ended the first stage of the contest. 

vVith the second stage there came about a 

change in the conditions of light and visibility. 

The British ships were silhouetted against a. 

clear horizon to the westward, with the setting 

sun behind them, while the enemy, obscured in 

an increasing veil of mist, presented very indis

ti,nct outlines. It says a good deal for British 

moral ' and marksmanship that, despite these 

disadvantages, during the northward run "tl:e 

enemy freceived very severe ptmishment, and 
. one ~f their·' battle.cruisers quitted the line in a 

considerably damaged condition." Other of the 

ships also showed signs of increasing injury. 

Beatty's battle·cruisers had ' been reduced to 

four, and at an interval behind them were the

four fast battleships of the Queen Elizal:: eth 
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THE END OF THE 'DESTROYER "SHARK." 

After being engaged about ten minutes, the British destroyer 

was struck by two torpedoes, which - sank her almost at once. 

But before she settled down the "Shark" fired her last 

available torpedo. The portrait is of Loftus W. Jones, 

Commander of the "Shark," who was killed in action. 

143 
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t ype, the latter being en gaged not only with 

Hipper's force but with tha t of von Scheer as 

well. The range between the two lines was still 

about 14,000 yards . An officer in Admiral 

Evan-Thomas's squadron wrote : 

'Ye were a t t his time receiving a y e ry h eavy fi re 
indeed, our own ba ttle -cruisers h asing becom e di s
enga,ged for twenty minlltes to h a lf an h o \l1' , so that the 
fire of the whole German Fl et>. t was concen t ra t ed on us, 
E specially unpleasaut was a p eriod of half an h our, 
during which we were un a ble to see t,h e en t>.my , whil e 
they could see u s clearl y , Thus we were unable to fire 
a shot., and had to rest content. with st eaming throug!l 
a tornado of sh ell-fire wit,hout loosing off a gun, which 
was somewha t t rying . 

It should be borne in mind, however, that at 

this time Beatty w'as getting into a position to 

hustle the Germans over to the eastward, and 

tOv\-ards the Danish shore, while h elp was coming 

to the sorely tried British force at the rate of 

the combined speeds of the British battle fleet 

and the contending forces moving to the 

northward. That no serious loss occurred on the 

British side during this, the most critical, phase 

of the battle, testified alike to the splendid 

handling of the ships and the excellence of the 

material and workmanship put into their 

constrnction. 

The third stage of the engagement was intro 

duced by the arrival of the British battle fleet. 

Its proximity had already been notified to Sir 

David Beatty, the speed of whose ships had 

enabled him to draw considerably ahead of the 

German line, giving him the advantage of 

position, and he now turned to the north

eastward, crossing, as it were, ahead of them, 

and, as he says, crumpling up their 'leading 

ships. He notes that only three of their battl e-

cruisers were at this tim,e In sight, closely 

followed by battleships of the Konig class . 

They \~-ere already turning to the eastward, 

partly b ecause of B eatty's action, but possibly 

also because they had r ealized what they were 

in for. It has been suggest ed that it was now 

that von Scheer ordered the pre -Dreadno'l1ght 

ships to make the b est of their way h om e. 

Anyway, none of them appears to have t ak en 

a part in the subsequent daylight ?ghting, as 

should otherwise have been the case had they 

retained their position as the r ear division of 

the German line. 

-When, at 5.5G, the flagships of the British 

battle squadrons wer e seen bearing north,. 

distant' five miles, Beatty altered course to the 

east, bringing the range down to 12,000 yards , 

and proceeded at his utmost speed. The object 

of this movem ent was to give room for Sir John 

Jellicoe's force to deploy- that is, to open out 

and extend his divisions from column into line 

so as to come into action astern of the battle

cruisers. The second purpose of Admiral 

Beatty had been atta ined. As the Commander

in-Chief, in a deseryedly eulogistic passage in 

his dispatch, said: 
Tr,/3 junction of the B att.l e Fleet with the scout ing 

force after the en em y had heen sighted was d elay ed 
owing to the southe rly course steered by our a d van ced 
force during the nrst h our after commen cing their 
action wi th the enemy ba ttle -cruiser !=<. This was, of 
course, unavoidable, as h ad our ba ttle -crui 'ers not 
followed the en em y t o the sout.hwa rd the l11 ain fl eets 
would n ever h ave been in con tact . The B attle·Cruiser 
Fleet., gallantl y led by Vi ce·Admira l Sir D avid B eatty, 
and admirably supported b y t,he ships of th e Fifth 
R attle Squadron tmder R ear-Arlmira l Hugh Evan
Thoma!=<, fou ght an action llnder, at times, disadvantageous 
conditions, esp ecia.ll y in regard t o light , in a m ann er 

GERMAN WAR VESSELS OUTSIDE KIEL HARBOUR. 
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AFTER THE BATTLE. 
Shell-holes in the side of a British warship. The 
shell-hole on the left is stopped up with bedding. 

that was in lceepin g with t h e best traditions of t1:e 
Service. 

Before describing the way in which the 

German High Sea Fleet was brought to acticn 

by the British battle squadrons, it will m:",ke the 

narrative more clear if the subsequent move

ments of the force under Sir David Beatty are 

first dealt with. Continuing his course to the 

eastward, at 6.20 the Third Battle-Cnuser 

Squadron, commanded by Rear-Admiral the 

Hon. H. L. A. Hood, which had been ordered to 

r einforce him, appeared ahead, steaming south 

towards the enemy's van. Sir David r eports: 

I ordered t.hem t·o take station ahead, which W3.R 

carried out magnificently, R ear-Admira l Hood bringin g 
his sqnadron into action in a most inspiring manner , 

, worthy of his great. naval ancestors. . 

It was at this stage of the battle that, as the 

Germans themselves admitted, the increasir g 

mist, particularly in the north and north-east, 

made itself most unpleasantly felt. Hood, 

advancing at great speed, to carry out the 

operation described by Sir David B eatty, swung 

across in front of . the battle-cruisers, and in the 

mist ran on to within 8,000 yards of the GerIl1an 

line. What followed is thus described by a 

spectator : 
The Invincihle, which had sunk a German light 

cruiser at 5.45 p .m. , after an action lasting five minutes 
tackled a v essel of the D erffiinger claos . The German 
ship was h it by the first salvo, and was getting several 
knocks to everyone sh e got home on t.he Invincible, 
when the sh ell came that sank the Inv incihle There 
were only six survivors, and when they came up they 
witnessed the ex traordin ary!'pect.acle of both the bow 
and stern of their ship ot anding vertically 50 ft. out of 
the water. 
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As soon as Sir David Beatty realized what was 

happening he altered course in support of the 

Third Battle-Cruiser Squadron,and directed its 

two remaining vessels to take station astern of 

his squadron and to prolong the line. This was 

the first occasion on which any of the battle

cruisers engaged at less than 12,000 yards, and 

Beatty was affording succour to his consorts of 

Admiral Hood's division. The Invincible was 

sunk, as the Indefatigable and Queen Mary had 

been, in action with other battle-cruisers, and 

there is no evidence in the dispatches that up 

to this moment our battle-cruisers had been 

in action with battleships. Any suggestions, 

therefore, that "lmdue risks were taken in regard 

to range, or by the engagEment of battleships 

by battle-cruisers, are unsupported by the 

facts. N or does the action necessarily show 

that battle-cruisers cannot fight battleships. 

Later on, when the German battleships were 

engaged by vessels of other types, they were 

admittedly showing signs of demoraliza

tion, which had all the disturbing effect of 

defeat. 

The visibility at 6.50 was not more than four 

miles, and soon after the enemy's ships were 

temporarily lost sight of. Sir David continued 

his course to the eastward until 7 o'clock, when 

he gradually altered course to the south and 

west in order to regain touch with the enEmy. 

Twice more he was in action, and now with 

battleships as well as battle-cruisers, at ranges 

.of 15,000 and 10,000 yards r espectively. Both 

times his gunners got home on these retreating 

vessels. On the last occasion the leading ship, 

after being repeatedly hit by the Lion, turned 

away eight points, emitting high flames, and 

with a heavy list to port. The Princess Royal 

set fire to a three-funnelled battleship, and the 

~ ew . Zealand and Indomitable reported that 

the third . ship hauled out of the line, heeling 

.over and on fire. Then the mist came d·own 

.again and · enveloped thHll, and the battle

c ruiser s' part in the engagEment ceased. If any 

vindication of the tactical ability of the Vice

Admiral Commanding the Battle-Cruiser Fleet, 

.or ~he brilliant mapner in which he carried out 

the duties entrusted to him, was required, it 

may surely be found in the appreciation and 

approval of his work and talents by Admiral 

Sir John J ellicoe : 

Sir David Beatty once again showed his fine qualities 
of gallant leadership, firm determination, and correct 
s trategic insight. He appreciated the Rituations at 
once on sighting first the enemy's lighter forces, then 
.his battle· cruisers, and finally his battle fleet. I can 

fully sympathize with his feelings when the evening 
mist and fading light robbed the Fleet of that completE' 
victory for which h e h ad manceuvl'ed, ana for which 
the vessel s-. in company with him had striven so hard. 
The services r endered by him, not only on this, but on 
two previous occaRions, h ave been of the very gr eateE' t 
value. 

There remains to describe the concluding 

phase of the daylight engagement--that between 

the battle squadrons. It was, however, a 

very one-sided affair, because as soon as von 

Scheer r ecognized what he was up against he 

turned to the southward, and, lmder cover of 

the declining daylight, the thickening mist, 

and smoke-clouds from his small craft, with

drew from the fight. Before he could get. 

away, however, the three squadrons of the 

Battle Fleet formed in a single line were hurled 

across his van, and under a paralysing fire 

from the British 13·5-in. g"lllS the German 

formation was shattered and the ships them

selves very severely mauled. It was the 

supreme moment, leading to the climax of the 

whole battle, when Sir John Jellicoe bJ;'ought 

his magnificent Drearu{oughts ' it their top 

speed into the melee. The situation called 

for the highest tactical skill, calm judgment, 

a:ld instant and unerring decision on the part 

of the Commander -in-Chief. His own account 

of this important phase is singularly brief and 

modest. "I formed the Battle Fleet in line 

of battle on receipt of Sir David Beatty's 

report, and during deployment the fleets 

became engaged." Picture the circumstances . 

Flashes of guns were visible through the haze, 

but no ship could be clearly distinguished. 

Even the t>osition of the enemy's battleships 

could not always be determined. So thick 

was it, in fact, that great care was essential 

to prevent the British ships being mistaken 

for enemy vessels. The conditions were cer

tainly unparalleled. Yet, without a moment's 

h esitation, Sir John Jellicoe, with cool courage, 

delivered a vigorous and decisive thrust which 

threw the enemy into confusion al'.d completed 

their discomfiture. After this, all their tactics 

were of a nature to avoid further action. How 

they extricated themselves was not made clear. 

The fighting between the big ships lasted inter

mittently for two hours more. It developed 

into a chase. "During the somewhat brief 

periods," says Sir John, "in which the ships 

of the High Sea Fleet were visible through the 

mist, the heavy and effective fire kept up by 

the battleships and battle-cruisers of the Grand 

Fleet caused me much satisfaction, and the 

enemy's vessels vo-ere s~en to be constantly hit, 



REAR-ADMIR<\L ARTHUR C. 
LEVESO~, C.B., 

Second in-Comman:!, Second Battle Squadron. 

REAR-ADMIRAL ERNEST F. A. 
GAUNT, C .M.G ., 

Second-in-Command, Fourth Battle 
Squadron. 

VICE-ADMIRAL SIR 1 HOMAS 
JERRAM. K.C .B., 

Commanded the Second Battl~ Squadron . 

REAR-ADMIRAL ALEXANDER L. DUFF. C .B., REAR-ADMIRAL HUGH EVAN-THOMAS, M.V.O .• 
Second-in-Command, First Battle Squadron. Commanded the Fifth Battle-Squadron. 

Photos by Russell. Elliott & F'ry , Lafa"etle, L ' Estraltge . 

147 



148 
\ 

THE TLNIRS HISTORY OF THE WAR. 

some b eing obliged to haul out of the line, and 

at least one to sink. The enerny's return fire 

at this period was not effective, and the d amage 

caused to our ships was insignificant." 

The story would n ot be complet e without 

some account of the operations of the light 

cruiser squadrons and destroyer flotillas. It 

was h er e that the ch anges in the conduct of 

sea fighting since the last time the British 

Navy was engaged in a fleet action were most 

clearly marked. In the old wars, over a 

hl.mdred years ago, ships of the line of battle , 

l.mless incensed by some openly offensive act, 

scorned to throwaway ammunition on a frigate 

or a sloop, and these vessels were left to fight 

dllels with others of their own class. This has 

been entirely altered by the introduction of 

the torpedo, and now the smallest b?at thus 

armed may become a formidable antagonist 

to the biggest Dreadnought. The light craft, 

therefore, which enter the field of a fleet action 

must expect a hostile reception if they come 

within range of any enemy ship. The lighter 

craft, however, whether cruisers or destroyers, 

cooperated with their heavier comrades of the 

line, and engaged with intrepidity and daring. 

The skilful way in which every type of vessel 

was used to assist the others bears witness to 

the development of fleet organization III 

accordance with modern demands. Sir David 

Beatty testified to the value of the light 

cruisers. " They very effectively protect ed 

the head of our line from torpedo attack by 

light cnusers or destroyers, and were prompt 

in helping to regain touch when the enemy's 

line was temporarily lost sight of." No higher 

praise could be given to the destroyer flotillas 

than that of Sir John J ellicoe. "They sur

passed the very highest expectations that I 

had formed of them." 

Although with , grim determination and 

resolute bravery the small craft threw them

selves into the fight , no light cruiser was lost, 

and only eight destroyers were sunk. It may 

be described as a conflict between egg-shells 

and sledge-hammers, but the egg-shells did not 

often get the worst of it. Very many ships 

were reported to ~have been seriously damaged 

by our torpedo attacks. Three times the light 

cruiser squadrons, carrying no heavier gun than 

a 6-in., and relying for protection on their 

own rapidity of fire and movement, attacked 

armoured ships. The dispatches contain many 

instances of individual heroism and devotion 

to duty on the part of those in the destroyers, 

and th ese are only typical of many brilliant 

f8ats which, under the conditions of the battle, 

were l.mseen and unrecorded officially. Then 

there is' the tragic episode of the destruction 

of Sir Robert Arbuthnot's squadron. At 6.16 

the D efence and Warrior of this squadron, 

which had gone into action ahead of the Bri tish 

Battle Fleet, were observed passing down 

between the engaged lines l.mder a very heavy 

fire. The D efence, flying Rear· Admiral 

Arbuthnot's flag, disappeared~ and the Warrior 

passed to the rear disabled. They had only 

a short time before been observed in action 

with an enemy light cruiser, which was sub 

sequently seen to sink. 

Says Sir J ohn ~ ellicoe : 

It, is probable that Sir Rober t Arbnthnot, elUTing his 
engagement with the enemy's light cruisers and in hi s 
desire to complete their destruct-ion, was not aware of 
the approach of the enemy's heavy ship s, owing to the 
mi t., until he found himself in close proximity to the 
main fl eet, 'and before he could withdraw his ships 
they were caught under a heavy fire and disabled. 

It is not known when the Black Prince, of 

the same squadron, was sunk , but a wireless 

signal was received from her between eight and 

nine p.m. The ships' companies of both the 

D efence and Black Prince were lost, but that 

of the Warrior, as mentioned elsewhere, was 

saved by the Engadine. 

The dispositions of the Commander-in-Chief 

after nightfall recall~d the methods of Togo 

when he 10 t sight of the remnants of Rozh · 

d estvensky's fleet after Tsushima. R ealizing 

that Admiral Niebogatoff would make for 

Vladivostok, Togo headed in the same direction, 

and, as is known, found him the next morning 

and accepted his surrender. Sir J ohn J ellicoe 

manceuvred to remain between the en emy and 

his bases, placing his destroyers in a position 

where they would afford protection to the 

larger ships and also be favourably situated 

for attacking those of the enemy. As it turned 

out, while a heavy toll of the German vessels 

was taken, not a single ship was touched in 

the British line. The Fourth, Eleventh and 

Twelfth Flotillas, under Commodore J . R. P. 

Hawksley and Captains C. J. Wintour aI.d 

A. J. B. Stirling, are mentioned by Sir Jo:hn 

Jellicoe as having " delivered a series of very 

gallant and successful attacks on the enemy, 

causing him heavy losses." The Twelfth 

Flotilla attacked a squadron consisting of six 

la rge vessels, including some of the Kaiser cLass, 

which was entirely taken by surprise. .. A 

large n,umber of torpedoes was fired, including 
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some at the second and third ships in the line; 

those fired at the third ship took effect, and she 

was observed to blow up. " 

J ellicoe, however , was not to experience the 

good fortune of T ogo, for under cover of the 

d arkness of the night, and the thickness of 

the weather, Vice -Admiral Scheer, with his 

battered ships, was able to escape. It was not 

until the following day, after the whole of the 

large area covered by the fight had been 

thoroughly searched, without a trace of the 

en emy b eing seen, that the British Commander

in-Chief returned to his bases to refuel and refill 

his magazines. As was officially stated, he 

was ready again within a very few hours to 

put to sea. 

REAR-ADMIRAL T. D. W. NAPIER, 
M.V.O., 

Commanded the Third Light-Cruiser Squadron. 

The circumstances of the weather which 

obt,ained on the aft-ernoon of May 31, and the 

approach of night soon after the main battle 

was joined, made it difficult to obtain exact 

information as to the losses inflicted on the 

enemy. As Sir John J ellicoe says, owing prin

cipally to the mist, but partly to the smoke, it 

was possible to see only a few ships at a time 

in the enemy's battle line. 

" The condi tions of low v isi bility ," h e wrote in his 
dispatch , "under which th e day action took place and 
th e approach of darkness enhance the difficulty of giving 
a n accurate report of t h e damage infli cted or the names 
of thE> ships sunk by our iorces." 

After a most car eful examinatiori of the 

evidence of all officers who testified to seeing 

enemy vessels actually sink, and p ersona l 

interviews with a la rge number of these officers . 

Sir John J ellicoe compiled a list of the German 

losses, to which reference will be made later. 

With the British losses , of course; there was no 

uncertainty whatever, for at the earli est 

opportunity the Admiralty published them in 

full, in contrast to the policy of the German 

Navy Office, which aimed at concealment as 

far as possible, only revealing the des~ruction 

of those ships whose loss for variOllS r easons 

had already become known to a number of 

people. 

Of the three battle-cruisers and three ar

moured cruisers sunk on the British side, the 

Indefatigable, Captain C. F. Sowerby, was the 

first to be destroyed, followed about twenty 

REAR;ADMIRAL HERBERT L. HEATH, 
M.V.O., 

Commanded the Second Cruiser Squadron. 

minutes later b y the Queen Mary, Captain 

C. 1. Prowse. It was at a later stage that the 

third battle-cruiser, the Invincible, Captain 

A. L. Cay, flying the flag of Hear-Admiral the 

Hon. H. L. A. Hood, and the armoured cruisers 

Defence, Captain S. V. Ellis, flying the flag of 

Hear-Admiral Sir Robert Arbuthnot, Black 

Prince, Captain T. P. Bonham, and Warrior, 

Captain V. B. Molteno, were sunk or disabled. 

Sir John J ellicoe records at the end of his 

dispatch how "the hardest fighting fell to the 

lot of the Battle-Cruiser Fleet (the units of 

which "were less heavily armoured than their 

opponents ), the Fifth Battle Squadron, the 

First Cruiser Squadron, Fourth Light Cr"uiser 

Squadron, and the Flotillas." Of these forces 
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ONE OF THE GERMAN LOSSES IN THE NAVAL BATTLE. 
The last of a German light cruiser. In the background are British destroyers in pursuit of German war vessels. 
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the Battle-Cruiser Fleet under Sir David B eatty , 

and First Cruiser Squadron under R ear-Admiral 

Arbuthnot, each lost three units, as has been 

shown, but the Fifth Battle Squadron, com

m anded by Rear-Admiral Hugh Evan-Thomas, 

and Fourth Light Cruiser Squadron (Commo

dore C. E. Le Mesurier), escaped without loss, 

no battleships or light cruisers being sunk at all 

on the British side. The destroyers sunk were 

eight in number-the Tipperary, Ardent, 

Fortune, Shark, Sparrowhawk, Nestor, Nomad, 

and Turbulent. In the first-named vessel, 

Captain C. J. WintOUI', commanding the Fourth 

Flotilla, which, said Sir John Jellicoe, he had 

brought to a high pitch of perfection, lost his 

life. 

The foregoing was the complete toll paid by 

the British Fleet in driving back the Germans 

into their ports. It was added to by the 

enemy, sometimes liberally, with the intention 

of supporting their claim to a "victory," but 

the Admiralty on more than one occasion 

definitely denied these new claims from Berlin. 

One of the most persistent of the latter related 

to the battleship Warspite, Captain E. M. Phill

potts, which was declared to have ~een sunk. 

In spite of the fact that the Admiralty issued a 

notice on June 4 saying: "This is untrue, that 

ship having returned to harbour," the allega

tion was repeated in an official communique from 

the German Fleet Command on the 6th, and 

again in the long official account published on 

June 8. On June 10, however, the Admiralty 

granted permission to a representative of the 

Associated Press of ' America to see Captain 

Phillpotts, who was full of praise for the 

conduct of his men in the battle and what he 

termed the amazing powers of resistance of 

his ship. He said: 

I am no t surprised that there have been reports that 
the W'arspite was swiJ.l;:, as from our position, between 
our Fleet and the German battleships, our escape from 
such a fate was simply miraculous. Several times 
we disappeared from sight in the smoke and spray. 

The Captain went on to explain that after 

two hours of action, in much of which the Fift1-. 

Battle Squadron, to which the Warspite 

belonged, engaged ~he whole German Battle 

Fleet in an effort to protect the British battle

cruisers until Admiral J ellicoe came up, the 

steering gear of the Warspite went wrong, and 

she rap amuck among the enemy. Some six 

German battleships concentrated their fire on 

her, but under a worse pounding than the Lion 

received in the Dogger Bank fight she remained 

in action without a single vital injury. An 

officer in another ship, describing the incident 

in a letter published in the newspapers, said: 

It was at this st age t h a t, owing t o som e temporary 
defect, the vVarspite' s h elm jammed , and sh e went 
st r aight at th e enemy into a h ell of fire. She looked a 
m ost wonderful si.ght, every gun firing for all it was 
worth in reply. Luckily, she got under control quickl y . 
and returned to the line, and it was this incident which 
gave rise to the German legend that she had been sunk, 

Sir John J ellicoe commended the Warspite's 

captain for his -conduct at this trying moment. 

"Clever handling," said the Commander-in

Chief, "enabled Captain Edward M. Phillpotts 

to extricate his ship from a somewhat awkward 

situation." There was a rather amusing touch 

at the conclusion of the incident, for the captain 

told his interviewer that when the defect had 

been quickly repaired the Warspite wanted to 

return . . But her previous movements had been · 

so erratic that Captain Phillpotts and his crew 

found that they were not popular! Sufficient 

battleships were present by this time to fill the 

line, and the possibility of the vessel's running 

amuck among her own friends was not wel

comed. So she steamed home. 

Other ships in the British Fleet suffered the 

same fate as the Warspite of being sunk on 

paper. In the official German accounts the 

battle-cruiser Princess Royal, the battleship 

Marlborough, the light cruiser Birmingham, 

and the destroyer Acasta were all consigned to 

their destruction in this manner, obliging the 

issue and repetition of a denial by the Admiralty. 

The cruiser E-uryalus was also said to have been 

set on fire and completely burnt out, but, as 

the Admiralty stated, she was not even present 

in the battle. In the case of the Marlborough, 

Captain G. P. Ross, which flew the flag of Vice

Admiral Sir Cecil Burney, Commanding the 

First Battle Squadron (Second-in-Coi:nmand of 

the Grand Fleet), there was some justification. 

At 6.54 p.m., after having been engaged with a 

battleship of the Kaiser class, and with a cruiser, 

and later still another battleship, this vessel 

was hit by a torpedo, and took up a considerable 

list to starboard. In spite of this mi~fortune, 

as the official dispatch states: 

She reopened at 7.3 p.m. at a cruiser, and a t 7.12 p.m. 
fired fourteen rapid salvoes at a ship of the Konig class, 
hitting her frequently until she turned out of the line. 
The manner in which this effective fire was kept up in 
spite of the disadvantages due to the injury caused by 
t he t.orpedo was most creditable to the ship, and a yery 
tine example to the squadron. 

An eye-witness also said that the sight of the 

gunlayers in the Marlborough calmly and coolly 

serving their weapons while the vessel was 
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damaged and in possible danger of sinking 

was a most inspiring one. It is significant that 

the Marlborough continued to pedorm her 

duties as flagship of the squadron until 2.30 a.m. 

next n:lOrning. Then, as she had some diffi

culty in keeping up the speed of the squadron, 

Sir Cecil Burney transferred his flag to the 

R evenge, and the Marlborough was detached 

by the direction of Admiral J ellicoe to a base, 

driving off a submarine en route. 

Unlike the British losses in the battle, which 

were known in fuU all over the world within 

a few hours of the end of the engagement, 

those of the German Fleet were only revealed 

in easy stages. In the first German report, 

circulated by wireless on June 1, they were 

alleged to include only three ships and "some 

torpedo boats." The commU1iique said: 

On our side the small cruiser \Viesba.den was sunk 
by hostile artillery fire dming the day engagements, 
and the Pommern during the night by a torpedo. The 
fate of the Frauenlob , which is missing, and of some 
t.orpedo boats which have not yet returned, is unknown. 

In the second German official message, issued 

on June 3, the loss of the small cruiser Elbing 

(Captain Madlung) was added to the list. 

She was said to· have been blown up by her own 

crew after being heavily damaged by collision 

with another German war vessel, which made 

it impossible to take her back to port. The 

crew were res~ued by torpedo boats, with the 

exception of the commander, two officers and 

18 men, who remained on board in order to 

blow up the vessel, and who were brought to 

Ymuiden in a tug and landed there. Without 

a doubt, it was the presence of these survivors 

in Holland, reported in the Press, which indu'ced 

the German Admiralty Staff to admit the 

destruction of the Elbing. According to some 

accounts, it was the Warrior which put the 

Elbing out of action. 

In a semi· official statement issued on the 

same day, the loss of the Frauenlob was 

accepted as a certainty, and the ship was said 

to have been sunk apparently during the 

night of May 31 in an individual action. The 

loss of five "large torpedo boats" was also 

admitted. On Sunday, June 4, a Berlin 

telegram, which, attained added significance 

in the light of later events, was dispatched. 

"Contrary to the British Admiralty report," 

it said, "it is stated that no German naval 

units were lost other than those mentioned in 

the official German communique." During 

the next week, however, on W ednesday, 

June 7, there was issued from the Marine-Amt 

a long account of the battle, and in it occurred 

the following passage: 

The total losses of the German High Sea forces dming 
the battl.e of May 31 and June 1, and subsequently, are: 

One battle-cruiser. 
One ship of the line of older construction. 
Four small cruisers. 
Five t.orpedo boat.s. 

Of these losses, the Pommern, launched in 1905, the 
Wiesbaden, the Elbing, the Frauenlob, and five torpedo 
boat" have already been reported sunk in official state
ments. For military reasons we refrained till now 
from making public the loss of the vessels Ltit~ow and 
Rostock. In view of the wrong interpretation of this 
measure, and moreover in order to frustrat.e English 
legends about gigantic losses on our side, these reasons 
must now be dropped. Both vessels were lost on their 
way to harbour after attempts h ad failed to keep the 
heavily-damaged vessels afloat. The crews of both 
ships, including all severely wounded, are in sa.fety. 

This was as far as the Germans went in 

regard to the admission of losses. In an 

enclosure to his dispatch, Sir John J ellicoe 

compiled a "list of enemy vessels put out of 

action," in regard to which he expressed the 

opinion that it gave the minimum in regard to 

numbers, although it was possibly not entirely 

accurate as regards the particular class of 

vessel, especially those which were sunk during 

the night attacks. In addition to the vessels 

sunk, added Sir John, it was unquestionable 

that many other ships were very seriously 

damaged by gunfire and by torpedo attack. 

In this connexion it has to be remembered 

that as the Germans fought nearer home than 

the British they had by far the greater chance 

of getting their damaged ships safe into port. 

They were only about 100 miles from the 

shelter of the Heligoland forts, and probably 

less from the minefields in the neighbourhood 

of the Bight, when the battle finished, wherealS 

Sir John Jellicoe's bases were 400 miles away. 

The Warrior, after being disabled during the 

action, was towed by the Engadine for 75 

miles from 8.40 p.m. on May 31, all through the 

night, lmtil 7.15 a.m. next morning, when she 

foundered. Had the conditions in this respect 

been equal, the British losses might have been 

less, or the Germans much higher, according 

to the position in which the battle was fought. 

It is fitting to note here, in passing, the tribute 

paid by Admiral Jellicoe to the artisan ratings 

in his Fleet. They" carried out much valuable 

work dw·ing and after the action," he said; 

"they could not have done better." Doubt

less the hard and conscientious work of these 

men contributed largely to the speed with 

which the Fleet was made ready for sea again 

within a few hours. 
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Heath. 

COMMODORE CHARLES E. LE MESURIER, 
Commanded the Fourth Light-Cruiser Squadron. 

There were several ships in the German 

Fleet which were seen to have received severe 

punishment, making the chance of their 

getting back home a small one. As regards 

the battle-cruiser squadron a Dutch report 

stated that the Derffiinger sank whilst being 

towed to Wilhelmshaven, and there was like

wise a doubt as to whether the Seydlitz, the 

stern of which vessel was stated to have been 
blown off, got into port . . A large number 

of relatives of her crew, residing in Schleswig, 

were notified of casualties, although this was 

not in itself conclusive evidence that she had 

been destroyed. When the Liitzow was pu~ 

out of action Admiral Hipper transferred his 

[RlIssel !. 

COMMODORE E. S. ALEXANDER
SINCLAIR, M.V.O., A.D.C., 

Commanded the First Light-Cruiser Squadron. 

[Baron. 

SIR ROBERT ARHUTHNOT, BT., M. V.O., 
Commanded the First Cruiser Squadron. 

flag to the Moltke, which seems to have suffered 

the Ica 3t of the battle-cruisers. Of other 

cruisers present ..on the German side, the Roon, 

an armoured vessel of an earlier class than the 

two sunk off the Falklands, was believed to 

have been sunk. A midshipman in the 
Marlborough wrote to his parents: 

I believe we torpedoed a cruiser which has not yet 
been claimed. We think it was the Roon. sister-ship 
to the Yorck. W e absolutely did for her with gun-fire 
before we fired the torpedo. We could see right into 
her hull. She was a mass of flames inside a nd had 
lost a funnel. 

In the same way, so many British ships 

claimed to have disposed of light cruisers that 
the four in the Germ1.n list must have been 

[R tlsseIJ. 

COMMODORE WILLIAM E. GOODENOUGH, 
Commanded the Second Light-Cruiser Squadron. 
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COMMANDER E. B. S. BINGHAM. 

Commanded the destroyer " Nestor." 

an Lmder-statement of losses in this class. 

The municipality of Frankfort opened a fund 

for the relief of relatives of the drew of the 

light cruiser named after the city. 

Then as · regards their battle fleet. the Ger

mans only admitted the loss of one unit, the 

Pomm9rn. Captain Bulcke, commanding this 

vessel, was among those who went down in her. 

The British official estimate, however, claimed 

four battleships, three of which were seen to 

sink. One of these may have been the Ost

friesland, which D utch accounts stated had 

been sunk. Her sister-ship, the Thfuingen, 

may have suffered a like fate, and sailors' caps 

bearing the name of this vessel were found at 

sea by an Ymuiden trawler. Byway, doubtless, 

of contradicting the r eport of the loss of the 

Thfuingen, an article appeared in the Kreuz 

Zeitung at the end of June, purporting to be 

written by an ~officer of the ship, in which 'it 

was said that she was not touched. Three 

weeks earlier, on June 10, the German Admir

alty had allowed the publication of an account 

of the battle alleged to have come from a mid

shipman of the Ostfriesland, which was given a 

rather suspicious prominence in the German 

papers, and in which occurred the sentence: 

" The Ostfriesland did not receive a single 

hit." 

In t heir revelation of the fine spirit shown by 

the officers and m en of the Royal Navy, the 

details and incidents of the battle were most 

inspiring. The confidence which the whole 

Fleet had in its commanders. Sir John J ellicoe 

and Sir David Beatty, had never been excelled 

at .any period in our naval history. Of the 

Commander -in-Chief, the Archbishop of York 

had written: 

I left the Grand Fleet sharing to the fnll the admira
tion, affect-ion, and confidence which every officer 
and man within it feels for its Commander-in-Chief, 
Sir J ohn J ellicoe. Here assuredly is the right man in 
the right place at the right time. His officers give him 
the most absolute trust and loyalty. When I spoke of 
him to his men I always felt that quick response which. 
t o a speaker, is the sure sign that he has reached and 
touched the hearts of his hearers. The Commander-in
Chief-quiet, modest, courteous, alert, resolute, holding 
in firm control every part of his great fightin~ engine 
has under his command not only the ships, but the 
h eart of his Fleet. 

As for the officers and their relations with 

one another, the Archbishop said he never 

h eard one word of criticism, never felt the 

.slightest breath of jealousy. In manner, in 

wor d, in spirit they justified the boast of one 

of the Vice-Admirals: "We are all a grea t 

band of br others." 

As for Sir David Beatty, every incident in 

his career, and they had been both many and 

glorious, had pointed him out as one of the m en 

to command the fleets of England if ever she 

was engaged in a great naval war. The affair 

in the Heligoland Bight, the action off the 

D ogger Bank, and other episodes had inspirec. 

feelings which were amply confirmed by the 

great action off the Jutland coast. What hi~ 

men thought of him was wen typified in the 

answer of a sailor who was asked, just after 

the battle, if the seamen had full confidence 

in their leader. "Confidence in David ? " he 

replied; "why, we would all go to H ell for 

D avid." 

This implicit trust in the officers in command 

was reciprocated to the full. Sir John J ellicoe 

says in his dispatch: 

The conduct of officers and m en t hroughout the day 
and night actions was entirely beyond praise. No 
words of mine could do them justice. On all sides it is 
reported to me that the glorious traditions of the past 
were most worthily upheld-whether in h eavy ships, 
cruisers, light cruisers, or destroyers-the same admirable 
spirit prevailed. Officers and men were cool and 
determined. with a cheeriness that would have carried 
them through anything. The heroism of the wounded 
was the admiration of all. I cannot adequately expres:; 
the pride with which the spirit of the Fleet filled me. 
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THE DESTROYER "SPITFIRE" 
(Lieutenant-Commander C. W. E. Trelawny) torpedoing a German warship 

Moreover, the one thought in all r anks after 

the contest was that it might be r enewed and 

completed on a future occasion. Sir D avid 

Beatty, in a message to Admiral of the Fleet 

the Hon. Sir H edworth Meux, said : -" We drew 

the enemy into the jaws of our Fleet. I have 

no r egrets, except for the gallant comrades, all 

pals, that have gone, who died gloriously. It 

would have warmed your heart to see the gallant 

Hood bring his squadron into actio?-. We are 
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ready for the next time. Please God it will 

come soon." The officers' tributes to the con. 

duct of the men vie with those which the 

. seamen paid to the leading and example of 

the officers. One officer, a lieutenant-com

mander in a vessel which got into action a 

little after 5 p.m. on the 31st, said in a letter: 

"I am very gl ad the men have had their 

baptism of fire. They were simply splendid. 

Everything ' went just as if we had been at 

target practice. Two y01mg boys in an exposed 

position were extremely good. I do not think 

either of them is seventeen yet, but these boys 

never turned a hair." Sub-Lieutenant G. A. 

Nunneley, of the Warrior, testified, in a letter 

quoted in the Yorkshire Post, to the coolness 

of the men in that ship when she had been 

disabled. They did not see how they could 

possibly escape, as the vVarrior was on fire 

amidships and aft, but" the spirit of the m en 

and the heroism displayed were wonderful; 

everybody was cheerful and nobody lost his 

head." This fine display of true discipline had 

its reward when the whole of the crew, in most 

difficult circumstances, were taken off by the 

seaplane carrier Engadine. It was during the 

transhipment, on the morning of June 1, that 

Lieutenant F. J. Rutland performed the gallant 

feat for which he received the Albert Medal of 

the First Class from the King. A severely 

wounded man from the Warrior, owing to the 
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violent motion of the two ships, was accidentally 

dropped overboard from a stret cher and fell 

between the vessels, which ",:ere working so 

dangerously that the commanding officer of 

the Warrior had to forbid two of his officers 

from jumping overboard to the rescue of the 

wounded man, as it was considered that this 

would mean their almost certain death. Before 

he could be observed, however, Lieutenant 

Rutland went overboard from the forepart of 

the Engadine with a bowline, and worked 

himself aft. He succeeded in putting the bow

line around the wounded m an, and in getting 

him hauled on board, but it was then found 

that the man was d ead, having been 'crushed 

between the two ships. Lieutenant Rut.land's 

escape from a similar fate was miraculous. 

" His bravery," as the official account of his 

gallant deed stated, "is r eported to have b een 

magnificent." He had already distinguished 

himself at the beginning of the battle by his 

work as pilot of the seaplane which, as indicat ed 

elsewhere, was sent up from the Engadine for 

scouting purposes. Lieutenant Rutland was one 

of the few officers in the battle who had been 

prcmoted from the lower deck. H e was among 

the first group of candidates selected in 1912, in 

accordance with the n ew Admiralty schem e, to 

qualify for commissions, by courses of training 

at Greenwich and elsewhere, and by a period 

of service afloat in the grade of "mate." H e 
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was appointed to torpedo boat No. 35 when 

war began, but in December, 1914, transferred 

to the Royal "Naval Air Service as an acting 

flight sub-lieutenant, afterwards being promoted 

flight-lieutenant. The action of May 31 thus 

produced, as it were, the first-fruits of the 

decision, taken w he~ IVrr. Churchill was First 

Lord, to open the commissioned ranks of the 

Navy more widely to the petty officers and 

seam:m. 

In a striking speech when introducing the 

Navy Estimates in the House of Commons on 

February 15, 1915, Mr. Churchill, after review

ing the salient features of the first six months 

of naval war, and the lessons of the victories 

off the Dogger Bank and the Falklands, said: 

" It is my duty in this House to speak for the 

Navy, and the truth is that it is sound as a 

bell all through. I do not care where or how 

it may be tested; it will be found good and fit 

and keen and honest." Demonstration of the 

correctness of this estimate is to be found in 

the performances of all ranks and ratings in the 

Jutland Bank action, wherein the various 

branches of the Service vied with one another 

in efficiency. If two may specially be singled 

out where all did so well, it is the engineering 

and medical branches. The prelude to action, 

said Sir John J ellicoe, is the work of the engine

room department, and "during action the 

officers and men of that department perform 

their most important duties without the in

centive which a knowledge of the course of the 

actions gives to those on deck. The qualities 

of discipline and endurance are taxed to the 

utmost under these conditions, and they were, 

as always, most fLuly maintained throughout 

the operations under review. Several ships 

attained speeds that had never before been 

reached, thus showing" very clearly their high 

state of steaming efficiency. Failures in material 

were conspicuous by their absence, and several 

instances are reported of magnificent work on 

the part of the engine-room departments of 

injured ships." Most praiseworthy also was 

the devotion to duty of the surgeons. "The 

work of the medical officers of the Fleet," Sir 

John records, "carried out very largely under 

the most difficult conditions, was entirely 

admirable and invaluable. Lacking in many 

cases all the essentials for performing critical 

operations, and with their staff seriously de

pleted by casualties, they- worked untiringly 

and with the greatest success. To them we 

owe a deep debt of gratitude." 

The confidence of the men in their officers 

was indicated in many ways; and there are 

numerous letters and incidents which show how 

real and deep it was. Reference is made by 

Sir John J ellicoe to the fact that in the On

slaught' commanded by Lieutenant-Commander 

A. G. Onslow, D.S.C., Sub-Lieutenant H. W. A. 
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Kemmis, assisted by Midshifman R. G. Arnot, 

R.N.R., who were the only executive officers 

p.ot disabled, brought the ship successfully out 

of action and back to her home port. A stol{:er 

petty officer, in an interview, described how the 

Onslaught was swept pretty clean of everything, 

and on her way back cO"Lud not get into touch 

by wireless, because both the operator and 

signaller had been killed. The bridge had been 

JOHN TRA VERS CORNWELL, 
Of the «Chester." The boy, who was under 16~ 
years old, ' although mortally wounded, remained 
standing alone at a most exposed post, quietly 
awaiting orders till the end of the action, with 
the gun's crew dead and wounded around him. 

The gallant lad died from his wounds. 

carried away by a shell, and therefore the charts 

were gone, and so was the compass. He added: 
I would like~ to say something of Sub-Lieutenant 

Kemmis, who took us home. We had a rare t ime of it, 
because we had to pick our way as best we could, and 
there was the sub·lieutenant ;;ticking to the wheel for
over forty hours. He refused to be relieved. He kept 
on saying that the men had quite enough to do to look 
after themselves, and nobody was to bother about him. 
We thought a lot of him, I can tell you. 

N aturally',' in the circumstances, the men in 

the destroyers had, if anything, an extra share 

of thrilling and trying experiences. The 

stubborn and splenqid episode of the Shark, 

which went down fighting to the very la$t. may 

be cited. She formed one of a small divisIOn, 

led by the Tipperary, which was caught and 

overwhelmed. With about half of the crew 

killed or disabled, the Shark continued to 

maintain the action with only one remaining 

g"Lill. The captain, Commander L. W. J ones, 

is said to have had one of his legs shot away, 

but he continued the fight, and himself helped 

to serve the gun to the last, when he was swept 

into the sea as the vessel foundered. Some 

survivors from the Shark sprang on to a raft, 

where they stayed for no less than five hours 

watching the battle. They kept their blood 

in circulation by jumping overboard and 

swimming rO"Lilld the raft, all doing this in turn 

and being hauled in afterwards by those on the 

raft. A similar experience was shared by the 

seamen from some of the larger ships. Com

mander Dannreuther, one of the six survivors of 

the Invincible, was shot into the sea when the 

battle-cruiser exploded, and went down 20 feet 

or 30 feet. Coming up, he found himself near 

a raft, and clambered on to it. In a few minutes 

he saw a broad, black, smiling" face, covered 

with grease and soot and oil, appear at the side 

of the raft. "I'll bet that's Sandford," said 

Commander Dannreuther to the visitor. 

" An Irishman would be sure to smile after an 

experience like this." "You're right," replied 

Lieutenant C. S. Sandford, as he climbed on 

to the raft. Both were picked up half an hour 

later by a torpedo boat. It was of this handfnl 

of Invincible survivors that a midshipman 

related an incident which he said he should never 

forget, as it was the pluckiest thing he had ever 

seen. As the ship he was in steamed ahead 

into action, he saw four men on a raft, and at 

first thought they must be Germans. But as 

the ship passed by, "the four got up on their 

feet and cheered us like blazes. It was the 

finest thing I had ever seen." 

Three other destroyers of the same division 

as the Shark were the Ardent, Fortune and 

Sparrowhawk, and Sir John J ellicoe records 

that when the waters from the latitude of the 

Horn Reef to the scene of the action were 

thoroughly . searched next morning, some 

survivors from each of these boats were picked 

l1P, and also from their flotilla leader, the 

:Tipperary. The Sparrowhawk had been badly 

injured in collision, and was no longer sea

worthy, so she was sunk after her crew had been 
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"FOR YOUR .SPLENDID WORK I THANK YOU." 
King George V. inspecting some of the seamen who fought in the battle. The King taking the salute 

during his visit to the Battle Cruiser Fleet, June, 1916. On the King's right is Admiral Beatty. 

taken off. A petty officer of Neath, who was 

in the Fortlme, related how 23 men of that 

destroyer got on to a raft when she was sunk, 

15 minutes after going into action, but only 

seven of this number survived the terrors of 

the night. All the officers WE)re lost. One of 

them clung to the rail until exhausted; then 

his hold slipped, and he went down. It was the 

saddest sight of all, related this petty officer, to 

see comrades slipping off when those who 

remained alive were so numbed and cramped 

that they could give them no help. Yet, in spite 

of their sufferings, the men were amazingly 

cheerful; and it was related by another petty 

officer how a seaman, who was the possessor of 

a good bass voice, helped to keep up the spirits 

of 26 other men from t~e Tipperary who were 

stranded on a raft by singing to them, even 

though he himself had been wounded in the leg 

and had had two of his fingers shot away. 

These men were afterwards rescued by the 

disabled Sparrowhawk, and had not been long 

in her when-ins1.ut added to injury !-8. 

German submarine appeared on the starboard 

quarter. But the two remaining guns were 

quickly brought to bear on her, and,she dived 
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at once and made off. Besides the 27 men saved 

from this particular raft, there was a sub

lieutenant who was swimming alongside, with 

one hand clutching the ropes hanging around. 

He had been swimming thus for some hours, 

having refused to board the raft, as it might 

have capsized with his additional weight. In 

the end, he was in better condition than several 

of the men who were on board, n~any of whom 

suffered from the cold and exposure. 'iVhen on 

board the Sparrowhawk, much amusement was 

caused by one survivor who, dressed only in a 

piece of serge round his loins, was anxiously 

drying a number of £1 Treasury notes which 

he had saved, explaining as he did so that he 

was to be married on his next leave. To his 

relief, the notes dried out all right, and then he 

was able to take an interest in his own miracu

lous escape. 

There was one episode which, more than 

any other, stirred the popular imagination 

when the official dispatches were published, 

and that was the deathless story of Boy 

Cornwell, who remained at his post of duty 

to the end of the fight, faithful to the last, 

and then died of his wounds. Sir David 

Beatty says: 
A report from the Commanding Officer of the Chester 

gives a splendid instance of devotion to duty. Boy 
(1st class) John Travel's Cornwell, of the Chester, was 
mortally wounded early in the action. He nevertheleBs 
remained standing alone at a most exposed post, quietly 
awaiting orders till the end of the action, wit.h the 
gun's crew dead and wounded all rOlmd him. His age 
was under 16t years. I regret that he has since died, 
but I recommend his case for special recognition in j llstice 
to his memory, and as an acknowledgment of the high 
example set by him. 

The body of the brave lad was at first buried 

in a. common grave, but on July 29, having 

been exhumed, it was reinterred with full 

naval honours in a private grave in Manor 

Park Cemetery, when the Bishop of Barking 

and Dr. Macnamara, the latter of whom was 

the bearer of a wreath from the Royal Navy, 

delivered eloquent tributes to Cornwell's 

heroism. A movement for a national m emorial 

was set on foot, in which the Navy League and 

Sir John Bethell, M.P., among others, were 

interested, to endow a ward for disabled 

sailors in the Star and Garter Home, to provide 

cottage homes for disabled and invalided sailors 

and their families, to institute naval scholar

ships for deserving boys, and to erect a suitable 

monument on the grave . 

. It is unnecessary to emphasize the fact that 

the spirit which animated little Jack Cornwell 

was displayed in numerous other deeds of 

courage and valour on May 31, and it would be 

true to say that what he did so splendidly 

many others were ready to do if the need had 

arisen. One case of the kind was that of a 

commander, who, despite his wOlmds, con

tinued to issue orders, and remained in charge 

of the ship till she had finished fighting. When 

he reached port, this gallant officer, before 

allowing himself to be removed to hospital, 

insisted on bein ~ taken round his ship to 

inspect the da.mage inflicted by the enemy's 

fire. Rather a touching narrative was told 

of the chaplain of another vessel, who, as Le 

lay dying from a shattered spine and leg, prayed 

for victory for the British Fleet. 

Another incident among the many glorious 

and inspiring deeds on this memorable day is 

that of a very heroic action which affords an 

opportunity for giving to the gallant Corps of 

Royal Marines the praise which is its due. 

An officer of the corps is said, in his last moments 

when mortally wO\ffided, to have used his 

remaining breath to issue instructions which 

prevented a catastrophe and possibly the loss 

of his ship. For obvious reasons. neither the 

name of the officer nor of the vessel we ~e publicly 

disclosed, but at some later date the esteem and 

honour in which his memory is now held by his 

comrades and friends within the Service will 

also be accorded him by all his fellow-country

men. 

On this note the relation of the Battle of 

Jutland Bank may be c6~cluded. The loss of 

life was indeed serious, both to the Navy and 

the country. Sir John J ellicoe, in his dispatch, 

pays a tribute to the officers and men whose 

death was mourned by their comrades in the 

Grand Fleet. " They fell," he added, "doing 

their duty nobly, a death which they would 

have been the first to desire." The sorrow 

which the Navy felt at the loss in action of so 

many gallant seamen was fully shared by the 

nation. 


