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Rory
iz all to do. A full-back by trade, his 27th international try in
a2 Lafond is not usually a man  the 30th minute. It was not
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SUNDAY TIMES _

Lascubé (A

" rew(D 17min) 6-6; Hodg

ENGLAND 21

.. (Bath),

* (Preston Grasshoppers),
Mmfhr::ﬂnm {Harlngﬂns).

(Nottingham); N Heslop (Orvell), W Carling (Harlequins, capt), J Guscott
R Underwood (Lelcester); R Andrew (Wasps)
-~ qquins), B-Moore (Harlequins), J Probiyn (Wasgs), P Ackford (Harlequins), W Doocley
’ M Teague (Gloucaster), D- Richards (Leicester), P

D (

i

= Club), P'Blim;?ndli {Montfarrand);
- n).

LN
-

(T 30min), Hodgkinson (C)

g Blancb fRiarmitz. capt); J-B Lafond (Racing Club), P Sella (Agen), F Mesnel (Racing
S o eyt - Ig Camgnmlum (Bézles'a}?a; ,Bﬂblzlu tA(genT;rg

3 33 P Marocco (Montfarrand), P Ondants (Blarritz), M Tachdjian (Racing

Club; rep. M Cécllion, Bourgoin, 54min), O Roumat (Dax), X Blond (Racing Club), A

Benazzi {Agen), L Cabannes (Racing Club).-

(P 2min) 3-0; Saint-André (T 13min), Camberabero (C) 3-8; And- L
kingon (P 23min) 9-8; Camberabaro (P 27min) §-9; Underwood -
o _ 15-9; Hodgkinson (P 33min) 18-9; Camberabero (¥
" 18-13; Hodgkinson (P 83min) 21-13; Mesnel (T 7omin), Camberabero (C) 21-18.
Waather: rain. Ground: good. Referse: L. Peard (Wsles). | _

. R Bl (Bath); J Leonard (Mari-

m’ ‘s

one of the best tries of any
championship, and it

earn England this scrum *
put-in. No'8 Ri cails

the forward play and packs: -
so that England can run a
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France had earlier scored variation on their favourite

- - '
a
L
[l
[l .

back-row move, This
invoives Teague looping round

required brutal resolve fmm_ . from the blindside flank:

Teague and Richards to- - - usually he takes a short pass

resist a rampant defence and from Richards, but this

" time he is given a wider ball.
- “Crucially he bréaks the -~ -

tackles of Berbizier and Cam- |.

left between flanker and fock . berabero to force his way. ..

over the gain line.
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the ruck and Wintesbottom &
x has secured possession for
SEngland. Whenthe ball = &

2

7+ - Graphic: -Phil Green; Chris Sargent
- . -7 and Gary Cook. Text: Mark Reason
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Teague has taken on into

LIL FH S "-I.H'-.\ e . .
New ®

== emerges Hil) passes outto &

. to miss tackles. Unfortunately quite game set and match,

~ heis badly balanced and  but it undermined the French | 5 P77 his backiine, stacked upon &
2 makes the error of showing  all-court game significantly = noc e b bl e e et R b ] [ RN VRN REede o0 the open side. Here the o
< Underwood the outside. after the euphoria of their A I N "ﬁtﬁﬁﬁ French troubles §taﬂ' with E‘%

o full-back Blancoill - 5

EnglaBnd‘s left winger is gone, Stunning opening try.
22 and

.'.:-

g
3

T e positioned on the blind side of::f .
st the ruck. He has-nooneto - 53 -
i o miark, and, unable.to recover, &4 -
| o cannot make atackledn the 3 ] <
. e W‘mhhﬁxh{x%@%xwﬂﬁwﬁm m»ﬁm“}’ Kn‘““iﬁmﬁ Aty
e Despite Blanco's absence with his pass to Hodgkinson. - points with goal kicks and -
= \SP/the English backs are lying The French still do not lock  his timed pass was vitalin ~ ©
_________ . flat and have no momentum  threatened, as Sellahas .. restoring his confidence. ==
e " because Carling, having tried drifted across to make the  Knowing the strain on him, his 3
English ranning movement | . - tosupport Teague, is still  tackle, Despite being hit hard, coach Alan Davieshad -~ ==
‘ _. . 2 L on the back foot after -~ . Hodgkinson does well to counselled relaxation in a pre- 5|
A N e e position, He feeds Andrew, . Three times earlier . pass achieved the aim. -
Size of players and pitch distances exaggerated Lanaa o L 02 ME INE-%;%E S e =~wa§§e§gtq“§tt-:uwui-'xm!lmnahaq-Eg-St-aEn-g!-aEd.ﬂ.:f-bﬂ.-eﬂ*fw*‘-«“-fﬁﬂ%wxhhhWﬁ*{'ﬁ*‘:ﬂ% R

hearts and the most fero-
cious commitment and ap-
plication. They also did it
with real skills and wit.
They were marshalled

IT WAS fabulous. It was
Twickenham’s loudest and
most tumultuous day and a
game to rank with any in
the history of the FKive

Nations tournament.

expertly by Hill and An-

- --'I,Jr_'-:

last two minutes were

- agonising for. England; but

the whistle was sweet.
England lost a Grand

‘Slam at this very same

stage in Scotland last sea-

contrary o what you may

- have heard, most of them

are still true-blue amateurs,
still. negotiating their way
through the problems. of
home and work, and- yet

still prepared to shoulder

son. It hurt them savagely, |
the tremendous workload

drew at half-back, and
more than they have ever

France scored three tries

to one, the first of them the

most wonderful score the

R
FINAL TABLE

PWDL F APt

4400 8 4 9

France{3) 4 3 0 1 91 46 6

Scolland(1) 4 2 0 2 81 73 4
30

Eﬁmml (2)

Irsiand (4) i 3 66 86 1
© (1ast ysar's position in brackets)

some of the kicking of this
pair was inch-perfect as the
ball rained down on Blanco
and the French wings and
the screw kept turning and
turning. Both England
flankers contributed hercu-
lean efforts, and there was
yet another dazzling dem-
onstration of the finishing

hardly anything
French performance of
which they could not be
proud, bar one or 1wo
isolated outbursts of temper
and five handhing errors

“brought about by the sheer

ambition and energy they

in the

performance. On the other: cash - -came
“lacked hard core, so that .down the middle of the:
J. and field, had a moment to wait :
.them they often scattered to for the bounce -and - col-.
lected to go over for a fine

hand, if France improve in
the next few months and at

the same rate, they ‘could

quite easily . be back at

~.Stephen Jones

Wafes (5) 0 13 42114 1

Twickenham, Blanco and
all, in the final of the World
Cup in November.
In the last analysis :they
did not quite. have the
forward platform, and they:
did not quite have the
technical discipline needed -
so sorely when up against a -
kicker like Hodgkinson and -
a team so determined: to

arts of Undzrwood on the
wing.

Yet if England did not
have to sweat quite as
profusely as the final score
might suggest, and if they
always, just, had their noses
ahead, they were given a
titanic battlie by a team at
least 18 months away from
any sort of peak. There was

SRR T
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brought to the occasion.
They scored two brilliant,
brilliant tries, their attitude
was on the heroic side of
wholesome, - and Blanco,
that stupendous man, that
wonderful attacker -and
ambassador, marked what
everyone felt would be his
final appearance at Twick-
enham with a Blanco-like

old-new stadium has ever
seen, and England won the
most deeply coveted and,
in a2 way, the most concrete
'of mythical trophies ever
awarded in sport — the
Grand Slam and the cham-
pionship title itself to add
to the Triple Crown.
They did it with leonine
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- v ndgeanc ' 1 sight: Camberabi reaks away, with the ﬂUBhgiﬂ'g Richard Hill in hottest P PSuit . Chris Smith
~ Vengeance jn sight: Camberabero b y, with in DUrsuit.. - Chris Smith
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1 England

“conjuring.

cash 'in on errors. They

‘when - England drove at

‘the fringes, where they were

either ineffective or offside.
‘Blond in the back row
was  one of the chief

culprits, but on the other

hand there was a mighty
effort in the linecout from

-Roumat and Benazzi, and

the tall Moroccan had a
game of world class all over
the field. | -

"how

bero chipped ahead, re-
gained the ball and cross-
kicked perfectly.
André came = scorching

score between the posts.

Do not bother telling
some old codger
scored a better try in some
half-forgotten game vyears
ago. The ball that Blanco
brought back towards Eng-

land was dead and buried,. |

and the match was still in
its formative and nerve-

‘Certainly he sent a shiver. jangling stages. It was one

through the stadium when

#] he hurled back the mighty
~+] Richards at a.scrum near
41.the’ French line in - the
‘second half.- Nor -did the
“French scrum lack anything

~1. by comparison.

“There is equally good

ey news about the one neutral
<] on the field,
~uid Peard contributed exactly
- the right measure of control
=4 and sympathy the world of
‘international  rugby
o been seeking from its refer-
771 ees for some time. There
224 was a consistency about
:t8  him,-and he even appeared

because Mr

has

to be -having a little fun.
It threw into. sharp relief

2] the: mistake of the organ-

24 isers 1n _ spreading the

7:4 World Cup referecing jobs
o around many countries.

4 - The opening .stages were

‘a powerful statement on the

course of the match, as

| England immediately began
2= to thunder at the heart of
2] France behind the pound-
4 ing Teague and his mates,
%] and - Hodgkinson kicked
] England ahead after Blond
s=2]1 duly. gave away a penalty.
si>d England and the high-
- decibel crowd

began to
dream of a platform and of
dictating the day and lots of
points. .

 “They dreamt even more
= ‘fervently of these things

o ‘after 13 minutes, - when
-"Hodgkinson- had another

ick at goal. But-he pulled

turned - half-
way, - but’ France ..were
| - Blanco brought
‘the” ball back behind his

Camberabero picked up the

move- .just - as the first
.-stirrings of English™ anxiety’

‘rose. Sella launched Camb-
erabero over halfway with a
return_pass, and Cambera-

of rugby’s wondrous mo--
ments; .and-it served sharp

notice on England. -~
To their credit, England

were alive to all-attempted
repetitions bar one, and by ‘|

half-time they had . reas-
serted themselves power-
fully, with a drop goal from
Andrew, Hodgkinson’s sec-
ond penalty and Under-
wood's cutting-edge try.
That came when Teague
picked up a dreadfully slow
ball from behind an Eng-
land scrum when all that
seemed on was a: shallow
burial under the studs.of

the onrushing French. Yet
Teague hurled himself to-.

wards and over the advan-

“tage line, Carling, Andrew
“and Hodgkinson were able

to take the ball running at
pace, and Underwood fixed
Lafond like a rabbit in the
headlights and ran past hhm

to score. Laforid himself is

one of Racing Club’s aristo-
cratic backs who delight in
such micro-seconds of skill;
and no doubt deep inside
him there was a pair of
mental hands applauding 1n
appreciation.

England were away at
18-9 into the second half,
but even though the superi-
ority was always there and
the
massive, they could not for
a second savour the pros-
pect of a Grand Slam.

Camberabero scored after
chasing ‘his own chip and
France had a to com-

re even with their first
when Berbizier launched a
sweeping movement down
the left and Sella and
Blanco put Mesnel clear.

He knifed past Hill with

all the brilliance -shown by

Underwood earlier, and
with a glorious conversion

it was suddenly 21-19. The

Saint- .

'
!
- . e .
T
) . L]

territorial advantage”

admitted. It could have
shattered them mentally,
and one of the great feats of
the season is that they have
unscrambled the inner man
and remotivated themsel-

ves: so fiercely,. =~
- And-all the time, at every
match, there was always the
chance that a defeat would

lead to the break-up of the

team and a most bitter

sense of unfulfilment. And,

-1ng | 1€
the shoulders of supporters.
They now-have something

needed to take part in top--
class rugby. -

‘These are regular guys.
They are men of . stature,

‘and at least six -of ‘them
arrived .back in the dress-

-room :tunnel ‘borné on

tangible to- savour in old
age and, with the French,
they gave a lot of people a
delightful. day.

- Fly on Concorde to Toroﬁib,'st'ay five nights
at the deluxe Sheraton and return ona BA 747.
Dine on the luncheon yacht cruise, at the

CN Tower and overlooking Niagara Falls.
Enjoy the city tour and the falls helicopter
excursion. See the Phantom of the Opera.

Departures are on 20, 27 June. 18 July, 8 and
22 August. The inclusive price is £1,999.

If you prefer,youcould fly suﬁers_p,nic on

. Concorde to Budapest on 9:May. A lakeside
~ “hotel has been selected for your three night

'stay. After the city tour, you will -
~ dine on the Blue Danube luncheon .
- cruise. The price is just £799 with
your scheduled return, ’

Alternatively, fly to Budapest
on 5 May by scheduled and
return supersonic on Concorde.

You are guaranteed a top-
priced seat to see the
 Pavarotti concert.

During your four-night
~ stay at the first class

‘Radisson, there will be a:

city tourand the

luncheon cruise down

the Blue Danube. The
total cost 1s £1,299.

For further information, please telephone:—

A

%

AB037

081-992 6991
| SUPERLATIVE TRAVEL .
ABTA ST 63 Woo dhm%t Road, T
“LondonW36SS -~

Superlative Travelis a trad.mg name of Sunspell Lud.
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