
CHAPTER CCLXXVII. 

SECOND BATTLE OF THE MARNE · 
JULY, 19 18. 

MINOR OPERATIONS AT END OF J UNE, 1918- AMERICANS AND AUSTRALIANS-SUCCESS OF THE 

TANKS- THE STRATEGIC SITUATION- GERMANS ATTACK EAST AND "VEST OF REIMS, J ULY 15-

COMPLETE FAILURE IN EAST- GERMANS CROSS THE MARNE- END OF GERMAN ADVANCE, JULY 17 

-GERMAN COMMENT- JULY 18: FOCH STRIKES BETWEE SOISSONS AND THE MARNE-GREAT 

ALLIED SUCCEss- THE GERMAN RETREAT CONTINUES-FIGHTING IN THE AIR- RAIDS INTO 

GERMANy-OPERA'I'IONS ON OTHER SECTORS- THE TURN OF THE TIDE. 

A
FTER the events described in Chap­

t er CCLXXIII. there was an interval 

of comparative rest on the Western 

front. The German movem ents ap­

peared to be held up for a time and counter­

efforts were executed by the Allies against 

them on a somewhat larger scale. 

On June 28 the 5th Division under Major­

General R. B . Stephens and the 31st Division 

commanded by Major-General J. Campbell, 

which occupied the ground between Vieux 

Berquin and Merville, with the little stream 

kno,.,-n as the Plate Becque about 1,500 yards 

in front of it covering the approach to the 

Nieppe Forest, attacked the Germans along a 

line of a little less than four miles eastward 

from the Forest. The troops attacked were 

commanded by General von Bernhardi and 

comprised the XV. Corps. They held a line 

west of the Estaires -Cassel Road. The object 

of the movement was to push back the Ger­

Inans and occupy the line of this stream, 

which gave a better position to the defences 

protecting Hazeb~ouck in advance of the 

wooded ground which was constantly being 

shelled with gas; Hazebrouck, it will be 

remembered, was only about five miles in 

rear of this line. The assault was undertaken 
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without preliminary bon1.bardment and was 

·successful from the first om;et. The hamlets 

of L'Epinette, Verte 'Rue and La B ecqu e were 

taken. The en emy 's trenches 'were cle~red 

without difficulty by our troops, consisting 

of units from Yorkshire, Lancashire and the 

Northern Counties, with some southern English 

units cooperating. Prisoners were taken to 

the number of 4/50, including 9 officers, also 

30 machine-guns and two field guns. The 

prisoners comprised Saxons from the 32nd 

Division .and Prussians from t he 44th. It was 

a successful action of considerable value, and 

a complete surprise to the enemy. 

At, the same time the Australian 1st Division 

captured SOIne hostile posts west of Men'is, 

just to the north of Vieux B erq uin, taking 43 

prisoners, 9 m achine-guns and '2 tren ch-mor­

tars . It was a curious little affair. A patrol 

of South Australians in No Man's Land about 

6 o'clock noticed that the enemy in front of 

them had a distinct disinclination t o fight. They 

therefore rushed the enemy post and captured 

the whole garrison . Some of the prisoners then 

pointed out the position of the n ext post, where­

upon another Australian patrol captured that 

also! The operation was repeat ed , and thus 

in this impromptu fashion four or five other 
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enemy posts were taken possession of one after 

the other, and the position was consolidated 

by the capture of a strong dug-out position a 

little to the south of those already taken. This 

ad vanced our line west of Merris for 300 yards 

or more, on a front of half a mile, with hardly 

any loss to .our men. The enemy made no 

attempt to recapture this ground ·llntil.J.une 30, 

and was then repulsed with loss. 

Oil June 29 the French made a surprise 

attack on the German positions between 

Ambleny and the north side of the forest of 

Villers-Cotteret, which was ,completely suc.ces_s­

fn1. The advance, on a front of five miles, was 

begun -without any special preliminary born­

hardment; there was merely the ordinary 

interchange of artillery fire. It was covered 

by a r:;trong barrage. The object of the attack 

was to win the eastern side of the ravine 

through which a small stream TlllS past 

Laversine and Arnbl~ny to the Aisne. This 

ravine had steep banks, the eastern of which 

overl?oked to some extent the French positions 

back to IVlortefontaine, especially from the 

high plateau n ear Don:uniers. Moreover, the 

quarries on the sides of the ravine afforded good 

shelter for German troops close up to the French 

lines in positions which it was impossible to 

reach by artillery fire. At Laversine the Ger­

Illans held a post on the western side which was 

a good centre for observation and for patrols. 

The attack was directed up the gully between 

Laversine and eutry and also against the high 

gronnd between eutry and, Dommiers, the troops 

being directed round the flanks. It was greatly 

aided by the action of the new light French 

tanks and was very successful, the German 

linE'S being penetrated to a depth of over a mile. 

Finally the French ootablished themselves 

a long the ground which ran ' from Fosse-en­

Haut, a n"lile to the north of Laversine by eutry, 

Hill 162 and back by St. Pierre-Aigle to Mont­

gobert, thus transforming the re-entrant form 

of the trenches to a bhmt salient penetrating 

the German lines. Over 1,300 prisoners were 

taken, of whom 20 were officers. The result 

was a great improvement of the French posi­

tion, as it gave them a strong situation in the 

German lines, outflanking any attack to the 

north of it and also against the eastern side of 

the forest. 

The same date marked an advance by the 

French on the south of the Ourcq between 

'La FerM-Milon and Passy-en-Valois; they 

gained ground to the exten t of half a mile on a 

front of rather over a mile and captured 275 

prisoners. 

On July 1 the 3rd Brjg'1de of the 2nd 

American Division seized tilt' village of VauK, 

supported by the 4th B rigade, just west of 

Chateau-Thierry on the road to Pari~. On 

the other side of the road they took La Roche 

VV ood, close to the village. On this occaEiion 

.t?e French acte::l on the right of the Americans. 

The action was thoroughly successful, the whole 

of the points desired being .taken. 

On July 3, as the result of small local operiL­

tions near Autreches and Moulin-sous-Touvent, 

DUG-OUT IN A QUARRY ON THE · 
MARNE. 

the French considerably improved their position, 

biting into the German lines for about half 

a mile on a front of nearly two miles, taking 

457 prisoners and 30 ma.chine-guns. . The 

enemy's works here had been under ' the usual 

artillery fire the three previous days, but the­

intensive artillery fire was only begun at 

. 7.25 a.m. after the g"LillS had been silent for 

[tn hour to lull the enemy. It lasted for two 

minutes and then the French infantry went 

forward covered by a barrage. In 10 minutes 

the first line of German trenches, some 500 yards 

away, was reached, and an engineer company 

which had accmnpanied t.he attacking troops~ 

wh o were mostly Bretons, began to join up 

the old with the new position by a communi­

cation trench. By half-past eight the French 

237-2 
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[French official photograph. 

LA FERTH MILON: REGULA1ING TRAFFIC ON ONE OF THE BRIDGES. 

were thoroughly established, and 'when, three­

quarters of an hour later, the Germans made a 

cowlter-att~ck, it was completely defeated 

hefore it could get up to the new line. In one 

dug-out the French captured the whole Staff 

of a Germ.an battalion, together with the 

telegraph, telephone and ambulance sections. 

The Americans marked Independence Day 

(July 4) by aiding the Australians in a con­

siderable success on the south side of the 

Somme. The American contingent consisted 

of fOLl!' companies from their 33rd Division. 

The combined forces captured groLmd a mile 

and a half deep, including the village of 

Ramel and Vaire \V ood, and took over 1,500 

'prisoners, n10re than 100 machine-guns, some 

20 trench mortars and an anti-tank field-gun. 

The Germans also lost heavily in killed and 

wounded, while the total casualties on our side 

'were under 500. The attack commenced 

shortly after 3 a .m. under favourable atmos­

-pheric conditions. The Australians, as we 

know, had been gradually progressing forward 

north of the Somrne t.owards Morls,ncourt and 

had already recaptured ground to the exttmt 

of about 3 miles in front of the point to which 

'we had fallen back at the end of March. On 

the suuth side of the river also considerable 

progress:; had been made heyond Vaire, and the 

object of the operation now being described 

,was t.o str9jghten out the line on the north 

and south sides of the river. Before the attack 

commenced the German lines were subjected 

to intensive fire over a much wider front than 

that which was actually assaulted by thb 

infantry, and the Germans appear to have 

been completely surprised by' the movement. 

Sixty tanks accompanied the advancing in­

fantry, which was also covered by a 

smoke screen a,nd the usual barrage, while 

in the air pilots flew over the ground to be 

attacked and dropped bombs on many im­

portant points. One thing whieh added to the 

surprise of the movement was that the German 

trenches in this part of the field had been 

recently treated to a considerable bombardment 

of gas shells, and as this was continued during 

the artillery preparation, the Germans appear 

to have thought that nothing more was intended 

At any rate, when our men rccI,ohed the enemy's 

lines, they found the Germans wearing their 

gas masks and not expecting an infantry 

attack. Our guns practically held the enemy 

batteries, and consequently our men suffered 

but little from them. 

The efficacy -of our artillery fire may be 

judged from the fact that, when the German~ 

commenced to put down their barrage, it feil 

on our first line trenches, which were then 

practically empty, our men having by that time 

reached those of the . enemy; they had been so 

dominated by our fire as not to have noticed 
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our infantry ' a.dvance. The main attack 

was fOllr miles .long, and on the 110rth and south 

of it small raiding operations were also carried 

out ; thus on the Villers-Bretonneux road 

a successful raid took 60 prisoners and killed 

many Germans. Other similar expeditions at 

Ville-s"Lll'-Ai1cre find another below Morlancourt 

were also successful; th~ former had a special 

object, viz., the captur'e of a point which made 

a material improvoment in our line. This W8.S 

successfully taken and. h eld. 

The American troops that took part in this 

action were new to the work, but all b ehaved 

with great gallantry. They appear to have been 

engaged more especially round Ramel and 

Vaire. There is no doubt that the Sllccess of 

the operation was very largely due to the able 

and efficient manner in which the tanks were 

handled. All succeeded in going over the 

_ Gerrnan lines except fiv~, and of those only one 

was snfficiflntly injured to be put out of action, 

being st.ruck by a sh-::!l. When t"he fighting 

',',-as over, they were of grea,t utility in 

bringing back the wounded . As llsual the 

front line of the Germans consisted practically 

'of machine-gun n ests only, and it was against 

these defences that the tanks were so useful. 

Moving up and down behind our barrage 

they shot down the garrisons or crushed them 

and their weapons i~to the earth. Some few 

of the German gunn ers took refuge in their 

dug-outs, where they were trapped and' com­

pelled to give themselves up to our infantry 

In one case a tank which was 200 yards in 

advance of the infantry disposed of a nest of six 

machine-guns which refused to surrender. The 

tank went over them like a roller, crushing all 

the guns and most of the crews, and shooting 

down others who tried to escape. Another nest 

of four wa~ similarly disposed of, three being 

snuffed out in the first attack; then turning 

round on the fourth, which still kept in 

. action, the tank passed over gun and 

crew alike. Many more instances might be 

given of this use of the ~eapon. On one 

occasion a tank destroyed a post of five 

machine-glIDs; the crews then went out, 

took the weapons into the tank and brought 

them back. 

Against a point whence a good deal of fi rB 

had been coming a tatlk went forward to locate 

the exact position. It was an irregular hum­

moek on the top of a low rise of ground, and 

r01mcl this the tank went. It had no sooner 

got behind it than some 40 Germans sprang up 

with their hands in the air and ran back as hard 

lA mer·ican oftic2al ph(;tug~aph . 

GERMAN PRISONERS TAKEN HY THE AMERICANS AT VAUX. 
M arching to a prison camp under French escort. 
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a'3 they coulcl. aWRY from the tank to surrender 

to the infRntry behind. 
There were one or hvo points where tanks 

could not be used, and here the attack was 

carried ont hy infantry fire and bombin g 

[Australian official photograph 

AUSTRALIAN : INFANTR,YMAN WITH 
FIELD KIT. 

When the position ' had been captured, the 

tanks patrolled ' the ' front, keeping do~n the 

German machine-gun fire. From a cornfielcl 

a considerable amount of sniping took place 

from men whose position could not be exactly 

located, and against them a tank went forward ; 

as soon as it got noar, German infantry wero 

seen bobbing up in all dh'ections, bolting back; 

many of them were shot down as they went. 

One of these little incidents was extremely 

typical of German ways. An officer, after 

having surrendered, shot an American sergeant 

in colcl. blood with his pistol; neith()l~ this 

officer nor other GArmans who came across 

the Americans in this part of the field failed to 

suffer for this dastardly conduct. 

There were small counter-attacks, but no 

serious effort to regRin the position the Allies 

had captured, and on July 6 the Australians 

advanced once more and push ed their line 

another 400 yards forward to the south of 

H amel and east of Vaire Wood over a front of a 

mile . The bold capture of this wood and the 

ground b eyond it was a great advantage, as it 

commanded the ground which sloped down 

thence towards Warfusee. On the edge of the 

eastern slope there .vas another wood, about 

250 yards wide from east to west and some 

1,300 yards long from north to south. In this 

there was a German machine-gun post which 

gave some trouble to our men after th~y had 

captured Vaire Wood. I t was disposed of 

in a very gallant manner. One man crept 

ca1.Jtiously fonva:rd, and so imposed upon the 

gRrrison with his rifle and bombs that 12 

privates and one officer surrendered to him 

and were brought back to our front line. In 

Ha.mel itself there were several dug-outs, and 

these were dealt with one after the other until 

all surrendered. Finally, under some con­

siderable machine-gun fire an Australian officer 

climbed to the top of the most prominent 

ruin in the village and planted there the French 

tricolour. 

In all these operations the British and 

French a'vi ators plRyed a prominent part; 

besides doing t,heir ordinary work of observation 

and distant bombing, they accompal1ied the 

troops in their advance, dropped many tons of 

bombs on the enemy, exploded his ammunition 

dumps, and constantly brought machine-gun 

fire to bear on his troops . ,Our superiority 

was shown by the fact that we accountp,d for 

21 German areoplanes and one observation 

balloon against only four of our own machines 

nusslllg. Th1s intimate ' co-relation between 

the 'air and the land services had now become 

a mRt.ter of routine. 

Dur'ing the month of June we hRd put out 

of action 1,235' of the enemy's aeroplanes. 

On thp. night uf J"uly 7 -8 the AustraliRns 

again adva-aced their line slightly, capturing 

several prisonf'rs. Farther north OLlr troops 

alE'o mided the German lines south (If the L a 

Bassce Canal and also east of Hazebrouck. The 
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result of the Australian advance was to canse 

great artillery activity on the part of the 

Germans, but their efforts were limited to 

glm-fire. 

The French south of the Aisne and east of 

Villers-Cotterets atta~ked on a front of two 

miles and took some 370 .prisoners. During 

the day the French also attacked the enemy's 

positions south of the Aisne in front of the 

Retz Forest, north-west of Longpont, on a tront 

of two miles. They made good for about 

three-quarters of a mile, and captured Chavign~:: 

and the ground north and south of that point, 

taking 34G prisoners. 

On t.he next day the French made a further 

advance between Montdiclier and the Oise. 

The attack was begun at 3.30 a.m. on a front 

of two and a half miles to the west of Antheuil. 

Tanks supported the infantry attack, which 

carried the line forward a littlo over a mile, 

capturing the Porte lferme and the Ferme des 

Loges-the Gvrmans themsel ves ftdmit this 

success-with 530 prisoners aacl :~O maehine­

guns. The position waR held in spitle of counter­

efforts by the em'my. The Germans also 

attacked in the region of Chavigny Farm, but 

were driven off. There seems to have been 

on this day more or less activity along the 

whole line of the 'iVestern Front, but. nothing 

of any moment except \v-ha t has just been 

noted. 

On July 9 the German art.illery . fire in the 

neighbourhood of Villers - Bretonne"G x was 

more intense than usual, and it was followed 

hy some local attacks, but all of these were ­

dr.iven off. 'iVe also had' a successful little raid 

in the neigl;tbou ('hooel of Merris in the northern 

section, where, in addition t.o some priRoncrs, 

we captw'ed nine machine-guns and two 

trench m.ortars . 

The small attacks by which thA Allies 

consistently and const.antly gained ground 

continued. On July 10 the French c8;.ptured 

the village of Corey north of t·he Onfcq and 

took 50 prisoners. The next day, once more near 

Merris, the 1st Australian Division gained a con_ 

siderable advantage. It was of a very interesting 

character, extRnded over a front of more than 

2,000 yards, and suc0eedec1 in carrying our line 

to within 500 yards of Merris. At first only 

one small patrol of ours was concerned, but it 

succeeded in rounding up between 30 and 40 

prisoners. The enemy's line, which our n1.en 

attacked, formed an awkward salient projecting 

into our lines, and consisted of a chain of 

fortified posts, but with no connected regular 

line imm'?diately behind them. These seem to 

have been dealt with in detail, a few being 

(French official photograph. 
ENTRAINING FRENCH TANKS. 
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captured, which involved the loss of others, 

and so the successes spread a long t.he line, our 

original force being joined by other p atrols 
from the 1st Australian and also the British 

33rd Division. The process was continued the 

nex't day. The n et result of these small 

operations, which w'ere conducted in broad 

daylight, without any sp ecial artillery assist­

ance, resulted in t.he capture of 223 prisoners 

and 15 machine-g'llls and gave us a new line 

of posts well in advance ,of our former line. 

LOADING 

The French pressure against the German 

lines in front of the Forest of Villers-Cotterets 

was also continued. On July 12 the village 

of Longpont, south-west of Soissons, and 

tT avage Farm, north-east of Faverolles, were 

taken . In the evening the French made a 

still ~nol"i'l important gain south-east of Amiens 

and immediately west of the Avre. The front 

of attack measured three miles between Castel 

a nd north of Mailly Raineval. Th(l village of 

Castel was captured, also Anchin Farm, and 

severu.l strongly organized posts were captured. 

A considerable irruption into the enemy's lines 

was complet ed and in some points a depth of 

over ~,OOO yl1rds reached, in ad<.lition to which 

500, prisoners were taken. This was an in'l­

portanv reetification of the Allied line which 

considerably strengthened their position against 

a further German advan ce against Arnien3. 

On ;July 11 the British line in the north wa3 

advanced east of Dickebusch Lake over a front 

of 2,000 yards n,ear Ridge vVood, and 300 

prisoners were captured. 
On the night of July 17 / 18, Australian 

troops made a successful advance in the ' 

neighbourhood of Villers-Bretonneux, two miles 

south , of the Somme. They made good on 

a distance of some 600 yards on a front of over 

[Official photograph. 

"BUNTY." 

a mile, capturing one officer, thirty-three men, 

some machine-g'llls, and two field guns. 

To the south-west of Arras, at H~buterne, we 

also made a successful raid to the south of the 

village and drove off a hostile raiding party 

south of Bucquoy. During July 18 Yorkshire 

troops made a successful r aid in the afternoon 

south-east of Robecq. The operation was 

carried on with very little resistance from t~e 

enemy. On the same date the Germans 

shelled the neighbourhood of Ypres and the 

hills towards K emmel with considerable vigour. 

Prisoners taken from the enemy at this · time 

showed great interest in the fighting on the 

Marne, and stated that the battle was meant 

to end the war. On the n ext night the Germans 

attempted to raid in the Villers-Bretonneux 
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and Morhwcourt regions, but in each case they 

were driven off: On the other hand, our troops 

made successful attacks in the neighbourhood 

of Bucquoy, vVillerval and Locre and captured 

some prisoners. 

July 19 saw a successful operation carried 

out by the 9th Division under Major-General 

H. H. Tudor near Bailleul. It' was directed 

against Meteren which stood on high ground 

close to the British line, and it was therefore 

desirahle to deprive the Germans of it. This 

posed of Scottish troops, with whom were 

South Africans, the Australians also advanced 

and extended the success to a front of about 

4,000 yards, including a group of buildings 

to the south-west of Meteren. · Except on 

the left of the attack the enemy offered 

but little resistance, and our objectivei'> 

were quickly gained and over 350 prisoners 

taken, with 10 trench mortars and 50 m~chine­

guns. Numerous raids were also undertaken 

,vhich gain~d us slight advantages, and we 

" BUNTY" SPEAKS. 

village had, indeed, seen a good deal of fighting; 

both sides striving to capture and hold it. 

The Germans gained a footing there on the 

morning of tT uly 16, but in the evening we 

cO'lmter-attacked and drove back the enemy ; 

however, it would seem that our line· was still 

kept to the west of this point, and it was not 

'lmtil the operation about to be described was 

successful that the village was taken and held. 

It straightened out our line and diminished the 

sharpness of the salient abo'ut Bailleul. The 

combat was sharp but decisive, and our troops 

carried the line forward to an extreme depth 

of 1,300 yards on a front of about two miles. 

They captured the village of Meteren, taking 

over 300 prison:ers, with a number of machine­

guns. On the right of the 9th Division, com-

completed a busy week by a raid upon the 

enemy's positions in Aveluy vVood on July 20, 

in the course of which they destroyed several 

dug-outs and strong points. 

The operations in the Meter-en region were 

completed by the capture of Merris on the 

night of July 28/29 by the 1st Australian 

Djvision, which greatly improved and strength­

eJ'led our line. 

English troops pushed forward on a front of 

about a. n1.ile, south of H ebuterne, on the 19th, 

and the operation was continued the next day 

(July 20). The enemy was also compelled to 

withdraw from the RossignQl Wood between. 

H ebuterne and Bucquoy. This advance con­

siderably improved our position. There was 

again a little fighting during the night of July 20 
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south-west of La Bassee and in the Merville 

and Dickebusch segments. 

The aggregate result of all these small 

affairs was to improve our front consider­

ably. . Incidentally they showed that our tro ops 

were superior to the Germans in hand-to-hand 

fighting. 

vVith the exception of these l'ninor operations, 

the fI'ont had been without German enterprise 

for nearly a month, and what energy was dis­

played was entirely on the side of the Allies, 

but it was known that concentrations were 

taking place which pointed to a further effort 

as sqon as circumstances were favourable to the 

enemy. The weather at this time was bad, 

and that possibly postponed his attack. It is 

said also that the ravages of influenza had 

son1.ething to do with the delay. It was ascer­

tained at the beginning of July that the group of 
reserve divisions about Douai and Valen­

ciennes was still intact, but there 'were also 

indications which led the French General lIead­

quarters to believe that a further attack would 

be made in strength east and west of Reims, 

and might even be continued still farther to 

thE; east, thus involving a wide length of the 

French positions. ·The object of an advance' in 

this direction was plainly to intercept the 

main line of communications between N ancy 

and Paris by Vitry. Were it successful, it 

would much facilitate the advance by Chateau­

Thierry on Paris, and would cut, the eastern 

French forces, from Verdun to Nancy and 

downwards, from those which wete facing 

directly north. 

Moreover, if the attack were extended to the 

.. A.rgonne, as at one time seemed probable, and if 

it were possible to push down to Vitry-le­

FranC¥ois, Lorraine would have been cut off; 

while if the attack could have been pu'shed down 

east of the Argonne to the salient of St.. :Mihiel, 

Verdun would have been isolated. It is evi­

dent, therefore, that such an attack offered great 

possibilities. 

It was really a reversion to the same strate­

gical plan that had dictated the double attempt 

to turn the Allied flanks in 1914, both on the 

left and on the right. The latter has been 

alluded to recently in Chapter CCLIV, pp. 207-8. 

The attacks on Verdun were all made in pur­

suance of this idea, and just as the far ' wider 

effort of the early part of the war had been 

narrowed down to an attack on Verdw1., now 

this was . still more to be shortened by the ' 

attempt to a,dvancfl from R eims Huge as were 

[Fr ench offic~al photograph. 

A BATTERY OF 75rnm. GUNS ON THE MARNE. 
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REINFORCEMENTS ARRiVING BETWEEN DORMANS AND REIMS, HEADED BY 
PIPERS. 

the German forces employed in the war, their 

grandiose plan of campaign had always been in 

excess of their available strength, and they had 

COlTIe down to n'luch more concentrated and 

less ambitious efforts than · those which had 

formed the general idea of the 1914 offensive. 

In no one of the four attacks which he had 

undertaken had Ludendorff been really success­

ful. The advance on Amiens had b n h eld up, 

He had managed to widen the wedge h e had 

then rna-de to the south of the Oise, and he had 

added on to this by the offensive on the west ern 

side of Reims to Soissom~, but the whole of this 

advance was indeterminate, and, although 

offering possibilities, had nothing decisive about 

it. In the north, too, the German advance had 

been definitely held, and an advance in this 

direction offered but litt le prospect of any 

striking success. It was natural, therefore, 

that any further attempt should be made more 

in connexion with the bigger irruption in the 

neighbourhood of Amiens, an extension of which 

offered greater possibilities of a striking result. 

Marshal Foch thoroughly understood this, 

and his view was confirmed by the knowl edge 

t hat the Germans were concentrating in great 

strength r01md R eims. At the b egim1ing of 

July, to meet the coming attack, he transferred 

the whole of the French forces, amounting to 

eight divisions, from Flanders to the south, 

to the threat ened French front. H e also asked 

Sir Douglas H aig for four British divisions, two 

to be placed in areas south of the Somme and 

two in position astride that river, to ensure the 

connexion between the French and British 

Armies about, Amiens, and to enable him to 

r emOVE:; four more French divisions from this 

portion of the theatre of war to a more eastward 

position to strengthen the French right flank. 

Sir Douglas H aig agreed to this proposal. 

Thus, in addition to the troops he had already 

in reserve, Foch had now available 12 further 

divisions to meet the coming attack. 

On July H, he requested that the fOGr 

British divisions !uight be placed unreservedly 

a t his dispositioll, and that four othBrs might 

be d otailed to take their place. This request 

vras a lso agreed to, and the XXII. Corps, under 

LiG1.~t, .-Ger..eral Sir A. Godley, consisting of the 

15th, :Ht.h, 51st and 62nd British Divisions, 

was ~"\'ccordingly sent down to the French front. 

The Allies were then prepared to me;)t the. 

Germfm offensive in the neighbourhood of 

H,eims. 
On July 7, General Goml1ud, whose troops 

were stat,ioned on the eastern side of the town, 

iss L1ed the following order :-
"To the French and American soldi.ers of 

the Fourth Army. vVe may b e attacked at any 

moment. You mn~t all fee l that never was a 

defensive battle entered on lmdcr more 

fa vourable conditions. , iVe are warned and 

we are reacly. vVe have been po\'VerfLuly rein­

forced in infantry and artillery. 
237-3 



84 THE TIMES HISTORY OF THE WAR. 

" You will fight on ground which your leaders 

have made into a redoubtable fortress, which 

will be unconquerable if the approach eR are 

well held. The enemy's bombardment will b e 

terrible, but you will sustain it. without yielding. 

The attack will be vigorou..q, through a cloud of 

smoke, dust and gas, but your position and your 

arms are formidable. 
" In your hreasts heat t.he strong and brave 

hearts of free men. There must be no thought 

of recoiling. You must b e animated but by 

ono thought-kill as m any of them as you can 

until they have had enough of it. Feeling you 

will do so, yOlll' General teUs you t.hat you will 

crush the assault and that it will be a great 

day when you eto it." 

It was a prophetic utterance, and it is a 

proof that, from the Commander-in-Chief 

downwards, the whole Army felt the confidence 

due to adequl:'.te preparations to m eet the 

situation. 

On July 15, the expected attack waR begun 

GENERAL VON MUDRA. 

Commanded a I German Army operating east of 
Reims. 

both on the east· and west of R,eims. The 

attack was made on a front of 50 miles, and was 

divided into two parts by the town of R eims, 

whic11 th8 assm.llt of June 18 had failed to 

take. 

South and east of 'R eims was the forest­

covered height known a,s the Montagne de 

Reims, difficult to take , but south of it t.he 

country down towards the camp of Chalons was . 

for the most. part flat, and the Suippe and the 

Vesle were the only nat.ural defencE'S north of 

the Marne. The defects of the ground had 

b eeu Inade good by elahorate deff'nsi ve prepara­

tions and it had been turned into a verit.able 

fortress 'with lines of great depth so that t o 

break through them ;)Jl wonld have been a 

costly undertaking and one which would have 

r equirE'd great time. l\;[orpover, it mllst be 

GENERAL VbN EINEM. 
Commanded the German Thi~d Army, 

remembered t.hat RO long as the lVlontagne de 

Reims was unca,ptl1red it formed a dangerous 

position on the flank of any German irrL1ption 

on one or other sidA of the town. 

The First German Army under GC1.10ral von 

Boehn operated on the west. of R eims, while 

on the E'ast., the German Third Army, under 

General von Einem, formerly Prussian :lVIinis"ter 

of War, was strengthened by a new army 

under Genel'al von lVf udra, consist.ing of troops 

brought up from Lorraine, and the whole force 

was nominally (though of course not really) 

nnder tho command of the Gennan Crown 

Pl'i!lce. 

The Allied troops opposed to these forces 

were the Fourt,h Army east 'of R eims, under 

General Gouraurl., immediately Routh and 

south-west of the town to the Mat"ne, thA Fifth 

Army under General Berthelot, and the 

Seventh Army, commanded by General d e 

Mitry, which extended the line from Venteuil 

to Fossoy. With this force waR the 3rd 

American Division hetween Fossoy and 

Chatea'..l-Thierry, while English and Italian 

troops were near the Ardre river. North of 

the American troops about, Chateau-Thif>rry 

was D egontte's army up to the Ourcq, and north 
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of it in front of the RetzForest was Mangin 

with the T enth Army. General Petain was in 

general command of the whole front. 

l\:!angin, who appeared for thf-) secoud time 

in this part of the country, had been criticized 

for his conduct.in the April offAnsive of 1917, 

GENERAL DEGOUTTE. 
Commanded the French Army between Marne 

and Ourcq. 

but the result of the enquiry exonerated him, 

and General "Foch appointed him to the com­

mand of the army he now held. Like General 

Gouraud, he had had considerabla expprience 

in Colonial wf1rf9,re; he was appointed to the 

commnnd of 8, brigade iu 1913 and at the !"mt­

hreak of war he was at the head of the 8th 

Brigade in the region of Dinant. During the 

first battle of the Marne he comn1.anded a 

division an,J greatly contributed by his personal 

efforts to the puccess of thp, fighting. At the 

Dnd of March, 191G, he was at Verdun, and 

recaptured Douanmont and afterward;:; Var .. x. 

The Allied plan of defence was to hold their 

defence line, in accordance with their latest 

practice, by a series of small infantry groups 

armed with machine-guns, and it was expected 

that these should give notice to the defences 

farther back the moment the real infantry 

attack of th"" Germans commenced. These 

posts formed indeed a series of forlorn hopes, 

and the men who occupied them knew it. But 

at no point along the whole line did they fail 

in their desperate task. Behind these posts, 

and separated from them by a cleared space, 

there were a number of strong points power­

fully armed and protected by strongwnes of 

barbod wire. It was the duty of these defences 

to hold and break up the assal.:uting waves of 

the enemy. Throughout the period of waiting 

constant little pin-pricks of raids had been 

carried on against the German lines to prevent 

them localizing the defensive d·stributions, 

while at the same time every necessary step had 

been taken to strengthen the position. Ranges 

had been Ir18asured with the greR>test care and 

with a minimum expenditure of shell-fire so as 

not to attract attention. 

German troops had been brought up in large 

numbers and on July 13 there was a large in-

GENERAL MANGIN. 
Commanded the Tenth French Army. 

creas,e of traffic on the narrow ways from the 

Suippe towards Epoye. The roads to the north 

from the Suippe were also full of wagons march­

ing from the north towards the south, and on the 

morning of July 11 t.hese were seen returning, 

which showed that the previolls night t,here 

had been a large provision of R.mmWlition 

taken ,up. The aviators had const:1l1tly bronght 

in l"J.ews of the German concentration. The 

numerous little raids had taught the soldier.; 
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that this was occurring. As :earlY Rs :J nly 6 

it b e .. ~ame plain that tho attack W2,S about to 

COllUTI6nce. On tTuly 10 iot was known that it 

would take place on July 14 .o!' 15, and that the 

front, would affect the Fourth Arn"ly from 

[French offi c1al Photog1'aph.. 

PHOTOGRAPHING THE 
TIONS FROM A 

Mont Teton :to ,the east. 

ENEMY'S POSI­
TRENCH. 

The 'evidence went 

on accumulating -dllI'ing :,Tuly '11, 12 and 1 :~ . 

On July 14 a :mid, 'successfully 'carried out, 

shov,red that. it was only a question of hours, 

and it wa~ known that. the artillery pr~pa.ration 

would commence at 12.10 a.m., and a.t4.1S a .m. 

the infantTy would n1.ove to the assalllt, covered 

by a mcving barrage. 

The front line of the German att.l'wk con­

f:isted of sorne 15 divisions with 10 others 

j n support. These, it is true, over-ran the 

Hd vanced defrlTIces, but made very lit tle 

further progress and never r eached thA French 

main line , which r an from Prllnay in front of. 

Prosncs-Souain-Perthes and l\lassiges , where it 

joined the Freneh line as it was b efore the 

attack of June 9. 

So certaij1. was Gene ra l Goul'alld of the im­

pending ftttack that· a.t 11 p.m._ on Jnl:v 14 h e 

orderpd the commencem ent of the counter­

bat,t.ery fire-i.p., 70 minutes b efore the German 

;-1rt.illery prepar8,t ion eomrnen c8d. Except for 

the n,rtillery. the French troops sat quiet in 

their posi tions _ of re::tdiness . As f:oon as the 

first lines of German infantry were seen t o be 

coming on rockets were sent up from the French 

ad vGtllced PORts notifying that the attack had 

comwcnced, and t he artil1 (:)ry barrage was at 

once put down. against the attack. All went 

like (' lockwork. The resistance put up by the 

French advt1,nced posts was an extremely 

tenaciolls on e. As happen~ on' all such 

occ~si ons, post s were t'; l1rrounded herl~ and there, 

b ut still went on fightin g . This front line held 

up the Germans for at least t.hree h ours, 'and 

even then, when pftrt,ies of thf'n"l tried to slip 

through the intervals, mR,ny still held on, 

fighting desp erately. One instance may h e 

quoted as showin g an int81'estihg development.. 

A post k ept up its resistance till six in the 

evening, when it appears to have b een r elieved, 

and it was able all the time to send back 

info:'mation by Ineans of wireless telephony, 

giving n'lost in"lportant information as to 

the progress of the battle. Eventually, when 

their anlm"Lmition was exh austed, the lnen ,were 

relieved and made their -way b ack through 

to the Fren ch line b ehind. But although 

the enemy had these few successes, I"n the 

whole they m ade no great progress . It is 

curious to note that, in accordance with the 

u snal pr[l,ctice of a distinct time -table laying 

dO'wn exactly what the artillery Wl'LS to do, 

the German gun-fire \Vas directed tot,Etl1 y ' 

wit!1out rega-rcl to the progress made hy the 

in'fantry. ; thus, the second line of infantry 

came on though the first h ad not done its t.ask, 

and behind them advanced artillery bat t eri8s 

and mrun1Uution columns . T hese were a ll seen 

by the FrE,neh artiller y, for the day was fine, 

and they suffered terrihly . The hecatombs of 

slai~ , thfl mounds of di.smounted guns Etnd 

destroyed wagons, hor~ terribl~ testimony to 

the !-ire of the French artiller:ymen. There 

is little doubt that the progress the German 

front line made over the French advanced 

posts deceived t h em as to the amo1U1t 

of resistance t hey were lik ely to meet with, 

but they r eceiven a rude awakening w hen they 

came across the line of work s which formed 

the real main line ot work::; of thf' French 

position. 

An amusing s:-,ory is told \vith r cga-rd t o tbis. 

An officer c(..'mmancling five Germ!1n tanks 

was writing a r e port at 5 a .m., which ran as 

follows : " Tile five tanks h ave an cr,)ssed thtl 

first line of the enemy and a re cont.inuing t o 

advance towards the 'iVa.rdbt~rg, where the 

enemy h a:::; a number or machine-gun n ests I 

am going to Somme-Suippe to continue the 
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AN ISOLATED FRENCH MACHINE-GUN POST. 
Holding up an enem y attack . 

purs·uit of the enemy and I shall r eturn im­

mediately." Unfort"lmately, JURt as he finished 

this dispatch, which he waf': ·writing on the hill 

of Tahure, h e waR captured, and conductecl 

back t o the point which h e had det ermined on 

as his immediate objective, where he was pre ­

sented to the Gen eral H eftdquarters . 

At 7 o'clock, the position was as follows : The 

F ren ch still h eld their line of strong post s . In 

the centre the enemy had progressed somewhat 

beyond it. On the left the pressure was severe 

hetween the Marquises Farm and the Ma.ison 

du Garde. To the south-east of Prunay the 

Germans had gained the Rornan road which 

runs from R eims to the Argonne, and the 

wood; btlt by noon thA ftttack Wi'\ ,F; dying 

dovvn. At Prosnes and at Perthes-Ies-Hm'lus 

they gained a momentary footing, but were 

at once turned out. 

The result of the day's fighting was that on 

the east of R ein')'') n; progre3s of any 

moment had been made and the Germans 

suffered very heavy losses. N or was their 

su ccess much greater on the west of the 

town. The most violent fighting here took 

place between DOl'mans and Fossoy on a 
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front of about seven mileF'!, The Gern~ans 

made many desperate efforts to cr:1SS the 

:\[arne betwe~n these points, especially direeting 

their attacks towards Conde-en-Hrie. St.rellUous 

efforts were also nw.de at Chateau-Thierry, 

where the An'"!el'icans held t,he ground. At 

G a.In. a vigorous atternpt was made n:a Vaux, 

but it .vas quickly repelled by the Americnns, 

\V ho captnn.,d t.he German officer in charge of 

t.he operations. On. the eastern side of Chateau­

Thierry, c.overed by sm.oke elonds, the Gerrrums 

crossed the M arne by l1wp..ns of pontoon bridges 

f),t 1 ~ points under the cuver of severe artillery 

fire. The first troops crossE;d in canvas boats, 

each of which helcl ab~l1t ~~o men, and when a 

boting had been established on the sout.hern 

banl~ they proceeded to lay down pontoon 

hridges. At first the Americans fell ba.ck and 

poured a hail of shell and machine-gull lir/?, l.Ulder 

the.·.'@ffect of which bridges were swept away 

and"'boats sunk. The right bank of the river 

·was somewhat higher than the left, and thus 

thE; Allied troops had little cover from the 

ground, and it was fonnd difficult to bring IIp 

resen'e ammunition, of which a good deal was 

necessary ovving to t.he enormous oxpenditure 

of shells in withstanding the attack. The 

number of bridges thrown by t.he enemy was 

six In all. Two of t.hese WAre destroyed by 

the French bombing squadrons. Low clouds 

somewhat interferec1- with their work, but, 

when they could not. ' see the river itself. they· 

bombed the masses of infantry concentrated 

in the woods north of Dormans and Fossoy 

and inflicted heavy casualties. So heavy 

were the losses that a message taken from, 

one of the enemy's earner pigeons which 

fell into our hands described the passage 

of the river as "worse than hell." Jlowever, 

they did succeed in crossing and drove o Llr­

advanced posts a little back, but lat.er in the· 

day a counter-attack of the Americans drove 

them in tUTll on to the river bank and in many· 

places had:: over it. 

To the south of Dormans the fighting was · 

particularly severe round the villnges of 

Reuilly, COLlrthiczy, and Vassy, and also north . 

of the river from Chatillon-sur-Marne to · 

Bouilly. Here were stfl.tioned some of the 

Italians fighting with the Allies, and these, with. 

the French immediately on their right on the­

western. slopes of the Montagne-de-Reims, on 

a front nmning from Bouilly to Marfaux and 

then west to Cuchery, to which they had with-­

drawn from the front line of posts, h eld fi.rmly· 

to this line. 

French ajficlal pho/ag. aph • . 

THE MARKET.PLACE, EPERNA Y. 
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The exti.'emA points reached south of the 

. river were St. Agnan and La. Chapelle-Mon­

t.hodon on. the road. whieh ' runs on t.o Con ... le, 

bnt no flll'th or progress was made beyond these 

points . .. More to the- east, on the north side of 

the 1Vlarne m~ar ChatillOl:, the enemy got no 

farther than the forest of Rodemat. 

It 'will thus be seen that west of Reims the 

ad VRnce had prod Llee-cl no great r esults and 

was illdeed. limited to a point in the direction 

of Cond6, and the hridge-heacl (the river here 

'was about SO yards broa.d.) thus gained was not 

extended enough to cover ftny large num.ber 

of troops, nor to nllow them to deploy frorn 

it to capture more ground on the lAft bank 

of the river. On the e:otst the succuss was 

even smaller, for, "with the exception of the 

ci'tpture of the heights ronnd 2Vloronvilliers, 

that old point of ' contest, the Germans had 

gained nothing of mom.ent. 

Fourteen German divisions appear t.o hftve 

b8en engage'd 011 the west side of H eims and 

about the Si\,J ne number in reserve. DocUlllents 

capture.i show tlmt the enemy hftcl meant t·o 

re~ch the lil'\e Epernay-Montmirail on the 

first d"lY, a nd on the second dn,y Chalons . 

The airmen played a cOltsiderable part in 

this battle. They kept up a constant supply 

of information as to the points at which the 

enemy were trying to cross the Marne, in spite 

of the elonds of smoke wit.h "vhich the Germans 

tried to conceal t heir m.ovements, and they 

helped greatly by bombing collections of troops 

and spraying them with machine-gun fire. 

The German report of the fighting does not 

differ m ,uch from that given by our own side. 

They claim to have taken 13,000 prisoners , but 

that was a gross exaggeration. Naturally 

where they overran the advanced machine-gml 

posts they c8:ptured some, but nothing like the 

number they claim; nor did they take many 

weapons;· east of R eims, General Gouraud's 

men did not lose a single gun. During the 

night the fighting was intermittent, and in 

some places of extraordinary violence, the enemy 

attempting to push on south of Dormans, but 

they' only succeeded in reaching the southern 

edge of the forest at Bouquigny, and the French 

maintained their hold on Mareuil on the high 

ground b ehind it. 

On the second day of the battle General 

Gonraud i$sued the following Order to his 

Army:-

" During the 15th you have broken the efforts 

of 15 German divisions .. supported by 10 others. 

According to their orders they should have 

reached the Marne by the evening, but you 

stopped them dead in the position from which 

we had determined to give battle, and we have 

gained it. You have the right to be proud, 

infantry and machine-gunners of the advanced 

posts, and yon a~ators, who flew over the 

ON THE CHEMIN DES DAMES: A 
FRENCH TELEPHONE STATION. 

enemy, batta1ions and batteries which have 

crushed thern, and the staff which prepared 

with snch care the field of battle . . It is a hard 

blow for the enemy and a great day for France. 

I know you will always do the same, every time ' 

that the enemy dares to att.ack you. - As ~ 

soldier I thank you from my h eart." 

. '. On July 16 the fighting was uneventful. The 

Germans made several attempts but ·m.ade 

scarcely any gain. On the eastern side of 

Reims, . five separate attacks were . made on 

Gouraud'Fl arnly. Between the Vesle and the 

Suippe, the first assault was deiivered at 10 a.p.}. 

and a second at 1.15 p.lTl. ; both were repuls~d 

with loss. To the east and the south they 

attacked three times, and on each occasion 

were repulsed in disorder. DU{ing the morn­

ing, after an intensive artillery preparation, an 
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important attack was made to the south of 

Maisons-de-Champagne, but only succeeded in 

getting through the outpost position at a few 

points. 'iV~ est of Reims the French reg!,ined 
ground in the hills south of Dormans. 

The Germans, however, managed to push 
forward a little farther in the direction of 

Epernay, reaching' the villages of Montvoisin 

and Chene-Ia-Reine, but were driven out by 
counter-attacks. Later in the day they came 

FRENCH AND ITALIAN GUARDS ON 
A MARNE BRIDGE. 

on again and took the first-named point. They 

also made strenuous efforts to drive back the 

French from the crest of the hills north of St. 

Agnan and la Chapelle Monthodon, but made 

but little progress, the Allied main line being 
firmly held. 

During the night of July 16-17 a German 

attack towards Beaumont-sur-Vesle, south of 
Prunay, was beaten back. 

On July 17, on a six-mile front towards the 

!.1:ontagne de Reims in the wooded country 
between Reims and the Marne, the Germans 

Dnce more attacked, and, after severe fighting, 

forced their way forward as far as the villages 

of Nante and Pourcy, but from the latter point 
they were driven back into the Ardre valley by 
the Italians stationed at this part of the line. 

On the whole the day was favourable to the 

Allies. The German . attacks were no longer 

made in force, and consisted of half-hearted local 

attempts. An important point was that they 
had been unable to bring up their artillery 
across the river in any strength to aid a further 

advance, and the guns were still firing from 

the positions they had held before the attack 

commenced. It was evident that the offensive 

sp.irit of the Germans was dying out. The 

flood of the German irruption tide had been 
reached. 

The fact that over 50 German divisions 

should have been used with the usual vigour, 

not to say recklessness, should have been 

brought up and their progress stopped in 48 

hours, demands some consideration. How was 

it that on this occasion not even the initial 

success which had been obtained in March, 

April, May and June was in any way equalled! 
The troops were as .good; they consisted very 

largely of the special" storm" organizations, 

carefully trained and wrought up to a high 

pitch of enthusiasm; they had been informed 

that it was the" Peace" assault (Friedenssturm). 

Even the German papers looked on the coming 

battle as the beginning of the end, if not the 

end itself. Thus the Fmnkjurter Zeitung of 

July 14, remarking on the c~ming battle, said 

"the only doubt on the subject is whether the 

necessary strategical preparations have been 

brought to such a poin~ that the next attack 

will b e the main blow or whether further pre­

paratory battles are necessary: ' for the final 
success of t.,he campaign." The'Kai~er himself 

had como up to witness the victory (as indeed 

he had on many previous occasions). Writing 

from the battlefield nort.b-PA·st of Reims on 

July 17, the well-known correspondent Karl 

Rosner reported: 

The Kaiser, who desired to participate in t.he battle 
from its very beginning, in the midst of his fighting 
t.roops, went on th~ night of July 14 to the r egion of 
the impending fighting ana spent the nigl~t in an Hdvanced 
observation post. There he listened to the terrible mueic 
of our surprise fire atta.ck B,nd wat.ched the unparalleled 
picture of project.iles raging over the enemy position,... 
A few minuteg after our bom bardu> ent, which burs t, 
forth at 4.50 a.m., he had in his hands the first rpports 
of tho good progress rrade. From then on till nightfall, 
denying himself even a moment's rest, he remained 
with his troops, and a.gain a ll day t.o-day he stopped on 
t.he battlefield, facing the contested ground, !),D d received 
the news of the fresh and fine successes on the lVIarne 
and to the south-west. of R eims. 

Let us look at the troops opposed to General 

Gouraud from Prunay to Massiges. There 
were the 15th Bavarians, the 3rd Guards, the 

26th Division, the Ersatz Division of the Guard, 

the 199th Division, the 239th Division, the 

1st Division,' the Dismounted Guard Cavalry 

Division, the 2nd Bavarian, the 88th, the 7th 
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THE KAISER ON THE BATTLEFIELD. 
He is in the act of instructing Hinrlenburg and Ludendorff where they should attack. 

From a painting by f'elix Schwormstadt, German official artist. 

Division and the 33rd Reserve Division, with 

()thers in reserve, amounting to 25 in all. They 

had not against them in the front line much 

more than half these nmnbers, and it was the 

first line troops only of the French that were 

.engaged. Reserve corps which were ready if 

needed were not employed, and yet the German 

troops were so cut up that they were perfectly 

incapable of going on beyond the line they 

·occupied at the end of the first 24 ho·uI's . The 

French, on the other hand, suffered but little. 

A number of their advanced posts were overrun. 

A certain number of men were taken prisoners 

.and a certain number of machine-g1.illS captured, 

but there was little else to show for the enormous 

'losses the Germans had sustained, and not one 
.single gun was captured, showing that they 

never penetrated any depth into the French 

position. The real reasons for the failure were 

that the French positions were scientifically 

defended, and their troops better handled and 

more enthusiastic. 

Numerous stories are told of the enormous 

10sses sustained-up to 60 p er cent. of many of 
the units. It was not overcrowding which 

produced these losses, for the front of attack of 

·each division appears to have b een from a mile 

and a half to two miles. N or were dense 

t~rmations used, for the units were arranged 

in line after line in depth, and all those 

who led the attack had only been brought 

on to the front either the night just before 

the attack or at the most 2"l hours earlier. 

It is quite true that the French fought 

splendidly, and so did the Americans who 

were associated with them towards the 

left flank of Gouraud's army. The plan 

of attack of the Germans was most carefully 

thought out. The right flank of the enemy 
consisted of two groups under Lindequist amI 

Gontard, each having three specially trained 

divisions in the front line intended to pW3h 

forward obliquely to the south-west across the 

Vesle, reach the Marne and envelop Epernay. 

In conjunction with the Germans operating 
west of Reims, it woUld cut off from Dormans 

the Montagne-de-Reims. In the centre Ilse's 

group, consisting of the XII. Corps and the 

1. Bavarian Corps, pushed straight down on 

. Cha10ns, while on .the left, the 88th and 7th 

Divisions with the 33rd Reserve Division were 

to move obliquely down on St. Men ehould and 

c'?t the railway line. Judging from various 

Orders which were captured, the object of the 

first day was to r each the south of Verzy, 
Villers Marmery-Livry-sur-Vesle, Bouy, Vaslf'­

n ay, Cuperly, la Cheppe, Bussy-le -Chateau-La 

Croix-en-Champagne, Somn1.e, Bionne, H ans •. 
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Dommartin. The Recond day Reims, Epernay, 

Chalons were to be captured. It is plain that 

the idea was to intercept the remairnng straight 

line of railway to Lorraine and to advance the 

German line until it straightened out due east 

from Chateau-Thierry to Chalons-i.e., to 

capture the whole of the Ma-rne riv.er line. 

The most meticulous arrangements had been 

made for carrying out the advance. Thus, 

when various localities were captured, the 

troops were not to occupy them, but to proceed 

fon-vard, only guarding the issues, and adminis­

tre"ti ve officers were then to arrango for 

carrying off the booty captured. No. individual 

. pillage was to be permItted. ' The supply of 

magazines which was known to exist at Chalons 

was to be taken over as r qui~kly as possible. 

Unfortunately this scheme, carefully organized 

as it was, failed in the most important point. 

It did not obta.in even the smallest success. 

In face of the splendid French resistance it 

failed, and it wa~ the bravery and resolution 

of ~ur Ally which brought. it to nought. 

The situation, then, on the evening of July 17 

was that on the east of Reims Gouraud had 

beaten off the army of von Einem and was 

holding a line roughly that o,f the Roman road. 

~o the west of Reims, General Berthel~t, with 

whom were some Italian troops, had stopped 

the advance of Mudra (who about this time 

seems to have replaced von B 31ow) and 

held a line from Pourcy through the Bois de 

Courton and the Bois du Roi back to the Marne 

at Reuil. On his left, on the south side of the 

Marne, General de Mitry, with his newly formed 

army, carried on the line to the American 

troops round Chateau-Thierry. It will be 

remembered that in front of the forest of Retz 

the French held a line from the Aisne in front 

of Villers-Cotterets (Retz Forest) down to the 

Marne. From . the Aisne to the Ourcq .. was 

Mangin's army, while ,. Degoutte's army held 

tHe line from the Onrcq down to Clignon, where 

he joined on to the Americans, who continued 

it ·to Chateau-Thierry. . Thus thel'e was a re­

entrant line formed by Gouraud, Berthelot 

and de Mitry on the south side of the angle, 

Degoutte and Mangin on the ,side '-which ran 

from it towards the north. Into these pincer3 

the German General Staff had pushed its forces, 

and they were now about to reap the , conse­

quences. No such favourable opportunity had 

occurred to the French since September, 1914, 

when Maunoury, on the flank of Kluck's army, 

SOME OF THE BOOTY ASSEMBLED AT VILLERS·COTTERETS. 
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GENERAL GOURAUD. 
Commanded the French Fourth Army, to which Americans were attached. 

cornbined with the frontal attack on the Marne, 

drove back the Germans to the Aisne. The 

second battle of the Marne, then, reproduced 

the main feature of the first, and was destined 

to bring about the same consequences. Foch 

was ready, and had waited until the situation 

developed as he hoped. Now he saw his 

opportmlity and proceeded to take full advan­

tage of it. On the night of July 17-18 the 

orders were issued for the counter-attack. 

The German General Staff had of course 

understood that an attack might come from . 

the west against t,heir exposed flank, and they 

had thrown up works which extended from 

Soissons to the south, but although they had : 

done this, they seem not to have believed that 

Foch had troops sufficient for any important · 

movement from this direction, nor do they 

seem to have anticipated the attack at t.he · 

time 1t was made. 

It w£l,s impossible, however, for the Germans·· 

not to admit that their own attack hnd been . 
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[French official photograj:.h. 

A LONG COLUMN OF GERMAN PRISONERS ON THE MARNE. 

held up. The war correspondent of the 

Vorwarts on July 17 wrote with regard to the 

operation: 

Two things are conspicuous here : first, American 
infantry are supporting t.he Fr<'>ll ch troops in their 
defence; secondly, t.he French are adopting a new 
nJ€'t.hod of d €'fenc8. 'While in the Mar(:!h, April, and 
May offensives th<.>y stoutly defended their first posi ­
tions, ye~terday they evacna~ed the ground between 
their first and second positions almost without a blow 
or opposition, and th en defend€'d thElir second line 
stubbornly_ Thi,> nat.urally weakened the effect of 
t.he German 9.rt.illery. These defensive tactics, which 
the French learned from Eindenburg and which Foch 
t.ried in the recent battles nAar Compiegn~, will naturally 
have the result that a new method of attaC!k mUilt be 
Rpplied, which will not be long dEllayed. 

There i~ no d.oubt it was a somewhat rude 
II,wakening to the hopes 011(;e more raised of a 

deeisive battle. Von Ardenne in the Bel'l'iner 

Tagehlatt, on July 18, said: 

It will only be possible to perceive the strategic 
intentions of the German Army Command from the 
fnrther 00urse and extension of the battle. .. The 
victory is ItR yet no complete on3, but the Homeland 
has t.he right to hope t h at it will becom e so. 

The Cologne Gazette of the same date was of 

the opinion thitt 

Thl3 l;:ntente, by its immense propaganda, can k eep 
~he entire Cont.inent nnner the impression that the 
Entente is ·vir:torious. Germany's only antidote is 
deed,>. On this iclep, reds the cleci::;ion to start again a. 
fresh, hig attad, to compel the Ent.ent·e fin9.i'ly to 
admit that Germany is invincib le , aDd that the con-

tinuation ot the fighting can h avf' no other i~sue for the 
Fntente than the further lo'>s of land, money, and men. 

Of rO'..l£se, there were the usual p.ttempts to 

discount the possibility of an Alliod victory. 

The Vossische Zeit1tnl) stated: "The llew 

attack was, pus a matter of fact, fi complet e 

alJd entire surprise for the enemy. H e had 

taken some steps to deal with it, but he had 

not established a ~trollg position, nor had he 

believed that the blow ,,:as abolA.t to fall, and it 

came with startling suddenness ~:m him." As 

a matter of fact, the attuck was fruly expected 

by the French, ann was not ill the least a 

slU·prise. 

Possibly Olle reason why the Germans 

thought this was the bad weather. It had 

been for some little time uncertain. There was 

rain on July 14, but the next day, when the 
German attack began, was fine at fjrst, though 

later a t,hundel'storm of graat severity swept 

over the north of France. July 16 was again 

bad weather, and on the night of July 17-18 

there was once more severe rain. 

The counter·stt'ok~ of the Fr'2nch \vas 

delivered first of r~ll by their left \'iing on a line 

SOlile 27 miles running from north to south 

from Fontenoy, north of the Aisile, some six 

miles west of Soissons , to Bellpau, five miles 

north· west of Chateau-Tl:lierry. A severe 
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tl1tl11den ,torm and furions r ain favoured the 

operations, for a large nllllber of tanks \',ere 

elnployed in it., and the noise of the thunder 

completely ~overed thoir movement to the 

points of concentration before the adva.nt;e. 

There was no preliminary bombardment. TJl e 

surprise was not on the French side, but on 

the German. Especially would it seem 

that Mangin's concentration had not been 

observed. 

Let us now examine the object of the French 

at,taek in the direction in which it was 'delivered. 

As we have seen, the original idea of the Ger­

mans in going down to the lVhwne was to 

An1arge the salient they had already made and 

give themselves mOl'e ample space for man­

ceuvre in the direction of Paris. They seem to 

have t.hought that there was no fear of an 

offensive return from the French, which is 

merE'ly a tributo to the i"!'ltelligence which 

Foch had displayed in r:-arrying out his com­

bin3.tions. A reference to the map shows 

that as long as HeirHs held out and thus 

prevented a flattening forward of the Germans' 

line, the western front of the salient they 

created by their advanced movem ent was ­

always open t.o . attack, and that an att·ack 

coming in a very dal1gerous ~irection, for it 

st,ruck right acr -1SS the lines of supply rJown 

to the Marne and also threatened two m3.in 

lines of railroad-the one frorn Odchy back 

through Bazoches, while an arlvance beyond 

Soissons struck at the jmlCtion of raihvays 

jlcSt east of that town which led up to the north 

and also to the east. If successful, the Ger­

lli<'lnS were bound to retreat behind the Aisne, 

becs,use the advance eastwards past Soissons 

threatened the · whole of the roads uc;;p,d for 

supply from the north towi:l.rds the south, and, 

in addition, 8ildangered the railroads which, 

gathpring togetheJ~ n ear SOiSSOllS, formed the 

main supply lines of the Germans. 

It seems incredible that the German Supreme 

Command should have run the great risk they 

did in such It light-hearted fashion, and it 

would be entirely incredible had it not been 3, 

fact that they had committed precisely the 

same error in the flutumn of 19 U. 

The country OVAI' which the advance took 

place can be considered in two parts : that to 

t.be north of the OLU'Cq, and that to the 'south 

of that river. North of the Onrcq the gronnd 

is comparat.ively clBar of wood, ancl -with~only 

gentle undulations: it was !:ountry 6xtremely 

\vell suited for the action of tanKS. South of 

French o {jzc~al ph;;tugraph. 

FEEDIl'\G A GROUP OF GERMAN PRISONERS. 



(H' 
.,;JO THE TIMES HISTORY OF THE TVAR. .. 
-the Ourcq thR ground is much more cut up by 

.small st,reams, big roads and l'ailroads. The 

Aisne itself rUl1S thrmlgh a steepish valley, 

. and is a diffiC'ult ri vt'r to cross except at per-

n1.r..nent bridges owing t,o the steepness of ltS 

ballk.3. 1t was on this ,fact that Napoleon 

,depended so muC'h in 181·1 , and tho defection 

of Moreau, who yielded up Soissons without 

an effort, enabled Bliicher to escape across 

.. the river and join on t.o the Ru~sians coming 

down throngh Belgium. Ne9.r SOiSSOIlS, about 

a couple of miles to the south-west, is a .hill 

known as the Montagne de Paris, which not 

.only dominates t,he town, but also enables 

artillery fire to be brought upon the railway 

j unction to t,he east of it. These ('onsiderations 

,,show that the first effort of the French would 

evidently be directed along the groLmd imme­

.diately close t.o Soissons-that is to say, at the 

northern e"Ctremity of the attack; and. it is 

strikir..g proof not only of generalship. but 

8.1sCl of the fighting capacity of the French 

-soldiers, tha.t at. the outcet, of the battle this 

,posit,ion was carried almost at a rLlsh, 

At 4,35 a.m. on July 18 all was ready for the 

.advance, and the artillery fire opened. It , 

was a c0l'l1.plete surprise to the enemy-in 

'fact, the most complete slU'prise that had 

happened in the whole course of the war. The 

-Germans were quietly resting in fancied security 

when the assault fell on them like a whirlwind. 

A heavy IIlOving barrage was put down; behind 

it came the tanks, and on their hcels the 

infantry, and at first there was hardly any 

opposition. Village after village was captured. 

In the neighbourhood of Roissons the hill 

ground which dominated the town was occupied, 

including the Montagne de Paris . Berzy-Ie­

Rec was captured by cavalry; and the hor8e­

lTten even got across the Soissons-Chateau­

Thierry road, making it impossible for the 

enemy to use it. In this fighting one French 

regiment with cololU's flying charged the enerny 

with the bayonet, singing the "Chant du 

Depart," and east of Dommiers a mixed regi­

ment of Zouaves and Tira,illeurs Indigenes 

swept on through the German positions, cap­

tured 1,500 prisoners, and, going on, met and 

defeated a column of German supports, drove 

it before them ' and reached Chaudun, having 

penetrated to a distance of five miles . 

Chaudun, Vierzy, Villers-Helon, Noroy-sur­

Ourcq, Chouy were taken. B ehind Chony, the 

wood called Buisson-de-Cresnes, on the edge of 

the Villers·Cotter e.ts forest, which was strongly 

held by machine-glm detachments, h eld out 

after the general line of battle had passed. on 

beyond it. About 10 a.m. a unit of American 

infantry was brought up to clear it out. They 

did this and killed and wOlmcled the whole 

IN TORCY. 
[FrC1lch official pl:otogr~ph. 
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OULCHY -LE-CHATEAU. 

garrison except 29, whom they brought in as 

prisoners. On the south of the river by 9 

o'clock the line was push ed forward to Haute­

vesnes-Bussiares-Courchamps; all along the 

tine of the French attack many prisoners were 

taken. The funericans, too, made rapid pro­

gress: The attack commencing about 5 a.~., 
Torcy was taken in 15 minutes, Belleau fell at 

8.20 and Givry was also captured, and the 

advance continued. The point of junction of 

the French and American troops appears to 

have been Courchamps, and h ere 18 guns were 

captured. In some cases prisoners were sur­

prised when resting asleep in their dug-outs, 

and men were caught setting out to harvest the 

rye crops. The cavalry also took a part in the 

advance, for the opportunity was a favourable 

one, the Germans falling back without offering 

much resistance. By 7 o'clock in the morning 

the weather cleared up, and this enabled the 

French heavy guns to bring ~ good deal of fire 

to bear on the rear areas of the German posi. 

tions, carrying confusion among the German 

reserves and their supply and ammunition 

trains . 
\ Vhile this severe counter-stroke was being 

delivered against. the German flank, the direct 

advance of the Allied troops from Cha,teal1-

Thierry was not neglected, and the pressure 

thus exercised, combined with the more active 

attack, sufficed to reverse the whole German 

position. In~tead of advancing, they now 

began to retreat. Von Mudra fell back from 

the wood of Courton and on the Ardl'e, where 

the mill fell to the Italians. Von Boehn, who, 

it will be remembered, had part of his troops 

on the south of the Marne, abandoned Mont­

voisin and r etired' to the borders of Oeuilly, 

probably with a view to covering the bridge 

over the re-entrant angle of the Marne there. 

Higher up, the Allies attacked near La PoternB 

and Pourcy 'and forced the Germans back for 

over 1,000 yards. Here the Italians fought 

with the ,French, and between them they took 

n Aarly 500 prisoners and captured some guns. 

During the night the Germans made an 

attempt at a counter-stroke, chiefly in the 

,r egion of Oulchy-le-Cbl ~eau, bringing up for 

the purpose numerous reserves, but very little 

success was gained, and, generally speaking, the 

French held the line they had captured. 

All along the line the progress was extremely 

rapid, so much so that in many cases guns were 

taken before the gunners appreciated that the 

French were on them. ·When night fell, tl:e 

advance of the French left averaged over five 

miles and on the south-over one. Soissons was 

dominated, the lines of rail leading from it were 

under French artillery fire, and far away to the 

rear the roads by which food and ammwlition 

were being brought up to the advanced German 

troops were under such fire as to render those 

n ear the front of the French left wing almost 

u seless. It i s not to be wondered at that the 

Germans at once began their retreat to the 

Aisne. 

July ]9 saw a continuance of the victorious 

movement. The Germans brought up supports 
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to stop N£angin's progress, but in vain . They 

were thrown back, and the French left con­

solidated its position in the neighbourhood of 

Soissons, while Mangin's right moved forward 

a rnile and a h alf east of the line Vill ers -Helon­

Noroy. More to the south Licy-Clignon was 

captured, while in the centre Neuilly-St. Front 

was taken and 30 considerable ~dvance made 

CHATEAU-THJERRY: LA GRAN DE 

RUE. 

from Oulchy-Ie-Chateau and towards Fere-en­

Tardenois. 
The enemy's retreat still went on, and a long 

the' whole 80 miles of battle-front from the 

Aisne to Massiges they were b eing pressed by 

the Allies. They were driven back on the west 

of Reims, while General Gouraud on the right 

riveted their troops to the ground they held. 

General Degoutte r eached the line Neuilly-St. 

Front-Courchamps. 

To the north-east of Baisleux in the direction 

of H,eims British troops of the 51st and G2nd 

Divisions* of the XXII. Corps were employed 

on both f'ides of the Ard!'e in conjunction 

witr. French divisions on the left and right of 

them. The position here was OccuIJied in 

greut strength by the Germans, as it was 

necL'ssary to hold it to guarrl the left flank of 

their retreat from the .Marne to give tim.e for 

th(;ir troops in the centre to r etire. The groLmd 

near the river was open, with steep wooded 

slopes at the sides. N umerolls villages and 

hamlets, for the most part intact, gave excellf:mt 

cover to the enelny. 

'J he British arrived on July 19, expocting 

at first to be on the defensive, but the general 

* The other two divisions of J:,h e XXII. Corps were 
with JV[q,ngin's force on the left. 

att;-"tck of the French chal.i.ged the sitll a tion, 

and it W;l,s' necessary to press onward against 

the left flank of the retreating ellemy. They 

took up for the everung r1 position in the wood.s 

on t.he WE-st slope of the l\lonta~ne-cle,R.eirns 

behind the Its.lian division holding the Allied 

line at tl1is point. 1'h0 next day they advanced 

to the attack. The 51st Division made good 

progress and reach ed the western edge of the 

Conrt-on 'Wood south of N appes , the (i2nd 

Division b eing on their right. The resis t ance 

offered was very vigorous , and they were una.ble 

to advance beyond .<\ line son1.e 500 yards short 

of Marfaux b etween the Courton and Roims 

woods. On the other side, t.he right half of the 

latter division took Cour1TI::tS a.nd also Bouilly, 

a little 11.1,ore to t.he north, capturing 500 

prisoners. The fl.dvan cA was continued on 

July 21, when the 51st Dtvision captured 
Nappes and the Yorks~iremen occupied Bouilly 

The progress on this clay was somewhat 

slowed down, as the Germans were receiving 

reinforcements ~"11.d were fighting har,l. to eover 

the retreat of their troops from the 1V!arne, but 

still some advfl.nce was made, ann in the evening 

the general line was advanced as far as Ploisy ' 

Parcy-Tigny-St. H.emy-Blanzy-Rozet-St. Albin­

Priez, north-east of Courchamps. On the· 

right of D egontte, the Americans had won the 

11igher ground of Etrepilly north of Cha,t.p.au­

Tmerry, and thllS rlominated the line of retreat 

of the Germans from this point. This tJQsition 

forced the enemy to H,uandcn this town during 

the night, of July 20 -21. B erthelot also made 

l.a·ogress l)etween Reims and the l\'[arne, and 

by this date over 20,000 p:,isoners had b een 

taken, with more than 400 guns. Eight GArman 

divisions had b een comp811ed ,to retreat bE"mnd 

thE" l\'[arne , a,nd a much larger force in reserve 

had b8en driven back on an average- depth of 

betwetln five and six miles i1.10ng a front of more 

than 20 miles. Large Cjuantities of stores had 

been captured and very h eavy casual ties 

inflict8d on the enemy. 

A good proportion of th ese was due to the 

fact that the German.s f'xperienced gL'f.~at. 

difficulty in retiring across the river. The· 

t emporary bridges wmch they constructed 

were constantly shot away, and., practically, the 

troops on the left bank of the river hac!. not.hing 

but mountain artillery to support them., for the 

wheeled guns had been unable to cross to help­

them. The r etreat of the enemy retiring from 

Dormans in the direction of R eims was not only 

m enaced by the French and American ',. 
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follo wing them up directly, but the position of 

the British divisions on the left flank of the 

{i-errnan force threatened them with further 

.-:1isaster. 

'Vhen the German~ retreated from Chateau­

Thierry they cOIllpletely s8.cked the town; 

such inhabit.ants as wer5 in it, who wero not 

hidden in cellars were forced into · the chure h 

and kept there durin~ the night, and when they 

·emerged later nn, they saw the wagons laden 

-with the spoih 0'£ their houses being taken 

back by the enemy. But this was not all. 

·The town had been in possession of the Germar~s 

for some weeks; when they saw they were 

abouy to be turned out, they proceeded to 

carry out their usual vile practices, carting off 

a ll they could, destroying all they could not. 

In the larger houses and mansions everything 

was destroyed. Tapestries were hacked to 

pieces, pictures slit from corner to corner, 

the leather and other chair coverings ripped 

from their frames, all the delicate marqueterie 

and the irreplaceable examples of the crafts ­

manship of past centuries smashed: Legs were 

torn off tables and used to further the work of 

destruction. There · was not a mirror which 

THE FATAL MARNE: THE SECOND DISASTROUS CROSSING BY THE GERMANS. 
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had not . been broken; the glass and china 

fhmg at them were lying in pieces on the floor 

beneath them. Statues and statuettes in 

marble and ivory were dismembered with 

hammers, and a pickaxe was used to destroy 

a wonderful grand pian~, which must have cost 

hundreds of pounds. In one house a valuable 

collection of books was torn to pieces or their 

bindings ripped off. 

Vengeful fury had been car~ied even to the 

extent of smashing the nurseries and dolls' 

houses. The dolls were trampled on and torn 

to pieces, a rocking-horse was cleft with an 

axe, cradles were flung out of the windows, and 

all drawers and cupboards were ransacked and 

their contents 'ripped up, burned, or besmirched 

in a manner worthy of loathsome lunatics . * 
The retreating troops were followed up by 

French cavalry and armoured cars. 

The rapid r etreat of the Germans was due 

to the fact that they ha? placed themselves in 

a position in which the slightest interruption 

of a victorious offensive brought them. within 

measurable distance of disaster. General Foch 

had brought about the great obj ect of strategy, 

concentration of superior numbers at the 

* Taken chiefl y from R euter's telegram publish ed in 
the ]lIIornl:ng Post of July 29, 1918. 

decisive point. General Gouraud's determined! 

defence on the eastern side of Reims had 

stopped the German advance there. This had 

reduced their forward movement on the western 

side of Reims to a ' comparatively feeble effort. 

with no great vitality in it. The line of the 

Marne, if not completely held, had at any rate­

afforded so much resistance as to take the 

" go" out of the German forces, and exactly 

at the moment when this object was attained 

the counter-attack was delivered by Mangin 

and Degoutte in the most favourable direction 

parallel to the German lines of advance, which· 

ran north and south from the Aisne to the­

Marne along the roads . . The railways ran east 

and west, and their utility for the forward 

movement was therefore very limited. 

Some portion of the success ~as doubtless . 

due to the free use of tanks, to which the n ature­

of the ground over which Mangin's force ' 

especially advanced, was very suitable; particu­

larly was the part played by the n ew light 

French tanks of great importance. The French, 

like om'selves, had found that a lighter and more 

rapid machine was a desideratum. and thee 

R enault car was the outcome (see fig.) . It 
differed materi.ally from our light tank inasmuch. 

as it only contained one weapon, either a 

[French officia l photog aph. 

A GERMAN BARRICADE IN THE RUE CARNOT. CHATEAU.THIERRY. 
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machine-g1.ll or one of the automatic 37 mm., or 

occasionally a 75. * The car itself had the form 

of a long and 'narrow box, from which rose a 

species of turret. This, in the case of the cars 

armed with the machine-gun or 37 mm., was 

capable of revolution. When the armament 

was of the field-gun type, it was fixed. The car 

or tank was ahout 13 feet long and 5 feet 6 inches 

wide and about 6 feet 8 inches high, constructed 

d a special resisting steel which varied in 

Movable TurreC ____ -... 

ho1l0w or trench. The tank mancx>uvred with 

great facility and was capable of revolving on. 

its own centre. Its total weight was about·. 

7 tons and on level gro1.lld it attained a speecl 

of 6:1- miles. It could climb up a slope of 

50 degrees and run through 2 feet 6 inehes of 

water. It was capable of flattening out wire 

entanglement, and could beat its way through 

a I5-inch brick wall. 

By t his time, too, the French h ad their new-
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DIAGRAMMATIC SECTION OF A FRENCH LIGHT (OR "MOSQUITO ") TANK. 

thickness from about one-quarter to six-tenths 

of an inch, ufficient to stop hullets and splinters 

of shells of small calibre. The turret itself was 

originally formed in the same manner, but in 

the latest patterns was m.ade of a special cast 

steel. The crew consisted of two men, one sitting 

in the front part of the tank, guiding it, while 

behind him was the gunner who sat on a higher 

level. The gun projected out of the turret 

over that portion of the tank where the steerer 

sat. The m.otor was in the rear part of the tank, 

and was divided from the front part by a parti­

tion. The driving method used was two 

caterpillar chains, one on either side of the car, 

which could' be independently driven for steering 

purposes. The tanks were rested on the cater­

pillar chain by two hogies. The system of 

movement was analogous to that which the 

Germans employed in their large tanks described 

in Vol. XVIII, pp . 47 and 49. To facilitate 

the passage over ditches or trenches, there wns 

a tail in the shape of a broad flat spade at,tachecl 

to the rear part, so that the end of .the tank 

would not drop down. when crossing over it 

* The 37 mm. a shell weighed a,bout 1Ih., the '75, 16 Ibs. 

arrangement of a?·tillerie d'accompagnement­

i .e., artillery specially told off to accompany the 

infantry attack-which was composed of auto­

matic 37 mm. guns or the new J oulandeau­

Deslandre, a lighter weapon which fired a 

similar shell to the 37 mm. 

But the great point in the success was' 

t:ltrategical, for so soon as the road from Soissons. 

to Chateau-Thierry was dominated an. impor­

tant line of communications was interrupted 

by the Allies, and roads farther back had to be­

made use of by the Germans. Thus the western­

most troops of the enemy were, as the French 

advanced, perpetually threatened with being 

cut off. The failure to beat Gouraud made 

the German advance insec uce. 

They made desperate efforts during July U} 

and 20 by counter-attacks to hold back t.he 

steady forward movement of Mangin and 

Degoutte with his Americans, but the position. 

'was . getting every moment more difficult 

because, from July 20, 'when Chateau-Thierry 

was taken, the retreat from the Marne became 

necessa"ry, while on the r ight flank the British 

troops, acting in conjunction with Berthelot's 
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BRIDGE AT CHAT EA U - THIERRY DESTROYED BY T H E GERMANS IN THEIR 
RETREAT. 

army, struck towards the left rear of the German 
forces engaged in the Marne attack 

On July 21- fnrther progress was ni.ade, and 

by the evening the Allied line ran from north­

west to l':'outh-e;'tst beyond La Croix-Grissolles­

Bezu-St. Germai.n dov'm to t.he Marne at, Mont 

St. Pel'E~ east of Cbateall-Th';erry. Opposed to 

HOW THE F RENCH SCALE D THE 
EROK EN BRIDGE. 

thorn W8re t.he rearguq,rds of von BOAhn and 

von Below, their object being to stave off the 

French attack and. give time for the with­

dl'awal of the f-I.rtillery and supplies beyond the 

Ve;:;le. l\'[angin's left was somewhat b~hind; 

he held Be11eu and Buzancy, but his centre 

was at Hartin and Taux, so that the Soissons-

Chat,eau-Thierry road was held down to this 

point, and his troops were also at Le Plessier­

Huleu. Degoutte, south of the Ourcq, was 

on the Chateau-Thierry road in front 0 f 

La Croix and Grissolles, while the two American 

Divisions held Bezu-St. Germain-Epieds down 
to Charteves on t,he Marne. 

Berthelot's army, which had followed up 

over the Aisne, and was in a position roughly 

from ChatilIon by Baslieux to the forest of 

Cmlrt,on with the ltalian Division and GodJey's 

force on the Ardre was attacked in great force. 

Berthelot held his own, and Godley made some 

progresR up the Ar.dre, taking St. Ellphraise with 

his right and part of the Bois de Reims with 

his centre, but on the left the British were held 

up about Mal'fanx, Later in the day they com­

pleted the capture of the Bois de Reims and, 

as already narrated, took Bouilly and advanced 

in the valley of the Ardre towards Bligny and 

Chaumuzy. * The Germans were, now clearing 

out as fast as they could from the too-advanced 

positions into which they had been thrust, 

losing heavily in prisoners, guns and munitions . 

* According to Field-Marshal H aig's dispatch Ma l'faux 
was not takcn lmtil the 23rd. Apparently, therefore, 
the British Divisions advanced on the nOl'th-oafit s ide 
of the Pourcy-Chambucy road. There wag probably 
nothing but a small rearguard force of GCl'mans in 
Marfaux, which wa;;; neglected. 
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On July 22 the advance was continued. 

lVIangin's right wing pushed on as far as Montgru 

on the Ourcq; while, south of the river, 

Degoutte eal)t'ured the Chatelet wood and 

arrived at Brecy, while on the south the 

AmerlCans captl:u.ed Jaulgonne. But there 

was still a good deal of resisting power in the 

Germ.ans Opposlte Degoutte's centre, .and, late 

in the afternoon, they re-captured from him 

Epieds. On the right of the Allied attack, the 

French, Italians and British pressed forward 

about three-quarters of a ulile in the Vrigny 

direction, thus still more ·threatening the 

retreat. of the Genrlans. 

The French a lso crossed the Marne 'at 

Cha~sins and Passy, near Dormans, £md on the 

cast of Reims General Gnuraud moved for- ­

ward a.nd re-occupied all his old positions 

between the Suippe and Massiges. 

It is interesting to note the German view of 

the last few days' fighting. Their ' official 

report runs as follows: "Betw-een the Aisne 

and the lV,I:1.rne the battle continues with 

undiminished violence; in spite of his h eavy 

defeat on ' July 20, the enemy, bringing into 

action fr.esh divisions and tanks, again advanced 

and violently attacked our lines. His assaults 

broke down. Prisoners confirm the enemy's 

heavy losses. Yesterday's fighting [i.e., 

July 21J again resl:uted in a complete success 

for the German arms . Between the Aisne and 

the south-west of Hartennes, in the early 

morning, the strongest drum-fire preceded 

infantry attacks by the enemy. Sonth-west , of 

Soissom; and of H8,l'tennes they broke down in 

front of onr lines. North of Villemontoire 

some of the enemy pushed forward tem­

porarily over the Soissons-Chateau-Thierry 

road. Our counter-attack completely threw 

them back agai.n. Villomontoire and Tigny 

were rJso foci of the battle, which our counter­

att,acks brought to a favourable conclusion 

In the evening renewed enemy attacks south­

west of Soissons were checked at their starting 

poi.nt-where they were carried forward they 

broke down with heavy losses. On both sides 

of the Ourcq, in the forenoon, the enemy in vain 

frer.l.uently advanced against our lines. After 

bringing up fresh forces, he retm'ned to the 

attack in the afternoon. After heavy fighting 

the enemy's assault on both sides of Oulchy­

le-Chateau was defeated by counter-attacks· 

N m·th and north-east of Chateau-Thierry our 

detachments which had been left in the fore­

field hindered the approach of the enemy to 

our nnw lines. It was not till the evening that 

he succeeded in launching strong attacks here, 

wbich broke down with heavy losses." A 

. more complete travesty of what actually 

occurred it w01..ud be impossible to write. If 

the German $ccount were correct, no Allied 

gains had been made at all, whereas we know 

they had been very consi.derable. 

Thepositioh of the enemy on the main field. 

of battle was now a dangerous ·one. On their 

GENERAL BERTHELOT. 
Commanded the Fifth French Army. 

right flank they had the armies of ~'Iangin and 

Degoutte. On their left were French, British 

and Italian divisions. They were being followed 

up straight by de Mitry's and Berthelot's men, 

while on the eastern side of Reims they were 

held by Gouraud. They were bringing up 

reserves to help to stay the retreat, but did not 

succeed in doing more than slow down the rate 

of progress of their opponents. 

Up to this date the Allies had taken over 

20,000 prisoners and 400 guns. . 

On July 23, Degoutte, south of the Onrcq, 

reached Brecy and An~erican troops north of 

J aulgonne took Epieds and entered the forest. 

De Mitry's troops, crossing the Marne, were 

moving up north. Beyond these movernents 

there was little to record on this date. The 

enemy's counter-attacks, which he had delivered 

the day before, seemed to have exhausteel him; 

the weather was very hot; all the troops on 

both sides had now been fi"hting . without 
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MACHINE-GUN DRILL, IN GAS MASKS. BEHIND THE LINES. 

cessation for six days. Still the Germans 

continued to hang on to Oulchy, which was an 

important point on the railroad back to Ff)re­

en -Tardenois. 
On July 24 the Allies continued to press the 

retreating enemy. D uring t he previous night 

t here was considerable artillery activi ty in the 

Courton and Roi woods, and about 9 o'clock 

in the evening t he Germans made a counter­

attack in the " neighbourhood of Vrigny, but 

t his was easily beaten off, and the French held 

their positions. Between the Ourcq and near 

to the first-named r iver, the French renewed 

their attacks, which were succef':sful throughout 

the day. South of Armentieres, Brecy and 

the Chatelet VV ood were capt ured. 

The French and American troops advanced 

some two ,miles in the region of Epieds and 

Trugny, and Epieds, which had been recaptured 

by the Germans in the evening of July 23, 

f ell once more into American "hands. The 

advance was continued beyond Courpoil. T o 

the south ,of this considerable progress was 

made in the forest of F ere north of Chartev6s 

and J aulgonne, while ground was gained in 

front of Treloup and D ormans and the southern 

corner of the forest of Ris was taken by de 

~1itry's troops. Considerably booty was also 

captured, including five 15 cm. guns, about 

50 machine-guns and a considerable amount of 
material. Between ' the Marne and Reims 

there was not much more than artillery action 

nor was any prowess made b eyond the points 

reached the day \ b efore. In the north despite 

the vigorous resistance of the Germans, who 

felt how vita~ it was to hold back the French 

advancing along the south bank of the Aisne, 

Mangin's troops carried the v illage of Ville­

montoire, and Oulchy was also captured. Thus 

the road down from Soissons to Chateau-Thierry 

was completely in the hands of the French. 

By the 21st the development .of the situati-on 

had forced the German Press to change its tone 

somewhat. The VOTwa,rts stated :-

There is no doubt that ~ e are approaching n ew 
and energetic attempts on the part of the Entente 
to regain the initiative, possibly on other fronts 
a lso . Even on thi s occasion. Foch's ultimate 
aim was not gain of ground but the disturbance of 
Gprm!l.n plans a~ a wholE'. It must remain Ollt' main 
aim not to allow the "initia,tive to be wrested from 
us and not to sacrificE' troops nseleRl': ly, but to k~f'p in 
view wit,h st ron g nf'l'ves the military a im once it is 
recogni~ecl a:; ri ght. Unless all signs are cl f'cept-ive, 
the dE'cisive phase of the world war, which both adver­
saries are "E'oking with all the means at their disposa l, 
is b eginning . 

The victories hitherto at.tn.ined in attack and defenc~ 
justify the German people in further strong h opes . 
On the other hand, t.hese days and weeks which the 
'Western front is now pas~ing t hrough are well calculated 
to bring to' rl'ason t.hose who pictured the German 
Rlunm cr campaign of 191 R as a gran diol:'e military 
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prom~nade, at t he end of which was the uuintCrI'llpt,ed 
:annihilation of the enemy. Despit.o a ll h er vict.orie", 
Gerr.lany is still as eVf~r ·.·fighting-- agains t material and 
numerical Rllperiority. Therefore, the military initiative 
mm:t evory day be fought for and obtained anew, and 
th~ hyrtra h ead., of the Entente reRorves daily struck 
of£. All our victories are the vi(;tories of a d efender. 

This is a somewhat different view to that 

which had brought the Kaiser down to see the 

victorious onsweep of his troops towards their 
goal. 

The egregious von Ardenne indulged in some 

of his cryptic and platitudinous ' utterances :­

That commander will ultimately win the game 
who still h as the best trumps fina lly in h and. 
B oth Army Commands will, therefore, end pavour 

confidentia lly communicat.ed its intention beforehand. 
The object which the forcing of the Mame h ad in view 
was att.ained, and, therefore. it did not appear d a n gerous 
to retreat loca lly in order to savc losses which seemed 
unnecegsary. 

It does not explain what had been the object 

of crossing the river; apparently it was to 

advance a i great cost and be beaten back at 
greater. 

It is impossible not to contrast these very 

much quieter lucubrations with the arrogant . 

ardour which characterized the German utter­

ances during the earlier period of the 'great 

offensive. The detailed history of the recent 

FRENCH ENGINEERS REPAIRING A MINED ROAD. 

to conccnt.rattl as many troops and guns a<:: possible OD 

t.he d ecisive point, which momentarily rema ins between 
the Aisne and the Mame. The Gel'man Army Command, 
therefore, h as resolved on a step which caDnot have 
been ·~asy for it . It hag voluntarily given up the territory 
south of the Mame, so bravely fought for and so toughly 
h eld from July 15 to 19, and in thE' night of July 20 
withdrew the troops there, unDlo!e;:;ted by t h e enemy, 
to the northern bank. The enemy wi ll jubilate a.bout 
thi s and r ev erence the Mal'ne eVe!1 m ore than hitherto 
as their " sacred river." The st.rategic move of t h e 
Germ an Army Command has, however, its full justifica ­
tion, and its ef£ect will Roon make itRelf felt. 

The Cologne Gazette of July 21 informed its 

readers :-

The withdrawal of our troops to t he nort bNn bank 
of the Marne came as no surprise t.o well·informed 
circles , because the Supreme lumy Command ha.d 

fighting shows a distinct falling off in the 

nlOral of the German troops and a less decided 

handling by their leaders, whereas with the 

Allied troops there was a complete confidence 

which the rude trials of the previous month 

had in no wise diminished. A not unimportant 

item among the factors which led to this 

mental condit ion was the ever-increasing 

supremacy of the Allied airmen. The long­

distance raids into Germany were beginning to 

tell, and the fact that both on the battlefield 

and in the areas immediately behind it our 

aviators were constantly harassing t he German 

troops on the march and in bivouac, constantly 
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bombing troops marching to the front and the 

columns of supply for their maintenance. The 

tide was indeed beginning to turn. 

Th.e mastery obtained by our aviators 

enabled the air forces to carry on their work 

of observation and photographing in. a way 

which was quite impossible for the enemy to 

equal, and enormously added to the 'efficacy of 

o LIT artillery fire. Numerically vve were far 

.::iuperior in the air, and the nmuber of machines 

FLIGHT-LIEUT. QUENTIN ROO~EVEL T 
Killed in aerial combat, July 17, 1918. 

employed, the number of raids made and the 

arnount of bombs dropped was far in excess of 

the German p erformance. The most striking 

point of a ll was perhaps that the fighting in the 

aj~' was habitually carried on behind the 

German lines, which meant that the Gennan 

aviators d id not care to advanco beyond the 

security afforded by their anti-aircraft service. 

On the night of July 11 / 12, and again in 

daylight on July 12, successful distant raids 

were made against enemy aerodTomes, and on 

the last date the railway sidings at Saarburg 

were attacked, a ll our machines r eturning in 

safety. Then came a few days of bad weath er, 

which preven ted t he d istant work, and espe-

cially damped down the ardour of the enemy. 

On July 14 we accounted for 16 of the en emy's 

machines with a loss of only three to ourselves; 

we also dropped 19 tons of bombs on back areas. 

In the n ext two days Offenburg and Thionville 

were successfully bombed and good hLU'sts were 

observed on each occasion, while a ll 01.IT ma­

chines carne back without injury. 

On J1.1ly 16/ 17 oUT aviation service played a 

brilliant pn.rt in the battle, attacking without 

cessation the Marne bridges, dropping five tons 

of explosives, and thus hampering the passage 

of the German troops. The latter, attacked by 

machine-gml fire and bombs when they wer e on 

t~le northern and southern banks of the river, 

were constantly compelled to scatter to 

seek safety. A bridge thrown over the river at, 

Dormans was destroyed, and the waggons 

which wer e crossing by it sank in the river. 

Twenty-one tons of explosives were dropped in 

these operations , and a further 14 tons during 

the night. Violent explosions and fires were 

caused at the station of Maison Bleu e, at Coucy, 

Les Etapes and Bazoches. Our aviators also 

acco1.mted for 29 German machines and five 

captive balloons. 

During the night of July 16 /17 IIlOre raids 

wexe made into Germany, and works at Hagen­

dingen north of Metz and the Burbach works 

near Saarbrucken were bombed, and also a 

German aeroclTome. During the day on July 17 

01.IT machines successfully attacked the railway 

sidings at Thionville, in a ll cases without 

loss. On this day Lieutenant Quentin Roose­

velt, the Y01.mgest son of Colonel Roosevelt, 

was brought down in an aerial combat. He was 

'an able and successful aviator, and his loss was 

much deplored. 

The Germans d id not do very much in the 

way of retaliation for our aviators' exploits, 

but t h ey succeeded in bombing a camp of 

German prisoners, 30 miles from the front n ear 

Troyes, killing 94 and wounding 74, b esides 

two French guards. 

The B enz Chemical "\IV orks a t Mannheim were 

again the object of attack during the night of 

July 18 /19, as also the station at H eidelberg 

and the blast furnaces a t Bm'bach and ",,1 ad­

gassen, n ear Saarb r iicken, in all cases with 

considerab le effect; also two trains were hit by 

bombs, brougbt to a standstill, and then sub­

jected to machine-gun fire. The powder factory 

a t Oberndorf, 40 miles south-east of StrassbUTg, 

was also attacked, and bUTsts were observed on 

various buildings. This was the first time that 
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this place and Hei~lelberg had been the objec­

tives of British airmen. About eight tons of 

bombs were dropped on the Mons-Valenciennes 

railroad and six more on the railways at 

Courtrai, Seclin and Lille. The weather was 

very bad on this occasion, and two of our 

machines failed to return. 
The activity of our air service was con­

tinued during July 19 and 20 in the imme­
diate area of fighting on the ' Marne. British 

and French bombing machines paid special 

attention to the crossings over the river; in 

many cases they hindered progress consider­

ably, and in some completely stopped the 

enemy's supply service, while they attacked 

with vigour both with machine-glills and 

bombs the concentration of troops whic~ the 
enemy was preparing for his counter-attacks in 

the endeavour to stop the advance of the 

Allies' flank attack. At Oulchy-le-Chateau, 

Fere-en-Tardenois, Fismes, Bazoches, and in­

deed along the whole rear zone of the battle, 24 

tons of bombs were dropped during the day 

and another 28 tons during the night, thus 

harassing enorniously the enemy's lines of 

communication and the movements of both 

troops and convoys. A violent fire broke 

out at Vouziers, and fires were also seen 

at Fere, at Fismes, and explosions were 

noted at Laon . railway station. Besides 
all this, British and French low-flymg planes 

fought in close combination with the infantry. 

On the night of July 21/22 distant attacks 

were again carried out by the Indep endent 

Air Force. The railway sidings at Lunes, 

south-east of Mezieres, were treated to a ton . 

of bombs. Mannheim was again atta~ked, 
and the Badische Anilin und Soda Factory was 
also attacked, as was a factory souph-east of 

Zweibriicken. Low-flying aeroplanes attacked 
and hit five trains, bringing them to a stand­

still, while the anti-aircraft defences of search­

lights and guns were also attacked and great 

damage done to them, and this without any loss 

to our own men. 

On July 22 the very important powder 
factory at' Rottweil, on tho Neckar, was 

attacked and a severe explosion caused, a fire 

breaking out which could be seen 60 miles 

away, and this without any loss to our own men. 

This brief account of the aeroplane work will 

show what a large part it now played in the 

operations. The air service was becoming 

more and more an integral portion of the 

fighting services. 

The successful counter-stroke of the French 

was a h.ard nut · for the Germans to crack, but 

Official pltotognph. 

SAND-BAG PROTECTION FOR AEROPLANES. 
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they did their best to explain it away., Thus, 

he Kolnische V olkszeitung said: 

The place and time of Foch's C'onnt.er-offensive werf' 
prescribed for him by the m easures of the Germ an 
Army Commano. The time and placf' must have 
appeared ~o ff,Lr favourable to Eoch in that his cou.nter­
offensive was conducted here against t h e right flank 
of the German att,ack on t h e Marne at t h e moment 
wh~n h e might believe that t,he German reserves were 
hf'ld south of t h e Mame by his strong conn Ler-attack 
there immediately b .;1fore. His attack, which was again 
carried out with thp- aid of a very strong squadron of 
t.anks , had the prelimina ry su ccess which a strong 
mas8ed offensive thrust. u <;ually obtains. Even if the 
att.ack had been expected by the German Command, 
the momentary surprise necessarily <;1.1Cceeded locally 
to a certain extent, s o t hat in some pl aces penetration 
was possible. Bnt the penet ration never amountE',d 
to 3, hreak-throngh , this being prevented by the tough 
resis tance of the German troops in the line , and also by 
t.he intervention of our reserves, which were not, as 
Foch p erhaps believed, employed on t h e Marne, but 
remained at the disposal of the command on this front.. 

Thf' n ext few days will show whether Foch will 
cont.inue hi s counter-offensive or whether it is a pa£sing 
opisod e. leaving no g reat trace" behind. . 

Another excuse, made in a Berlin telegram 

to the same newspaper, was that the Germans 

were betrayed by their own troops. 

We have, DOW that we know it, positively. no grou nd 
for concealing the faet that in the rank s of 'the German 
troops there were dp-serters to the enp-my who u t ilized 
their knowledgp of Ollr planE: for hase treachel'v to 

the Father land and their comrades in arms. They 
informed t.he enemy of t.h e GMmlln plans , and t,he 
French in consequence naturally bad l1 certain advantage. 

It was also, seeing what had occurred. 

necessary to look upon the great march on 

Paris as no IORger a certainty. 

It c'tllnot be the object of every milita ry opf' mtion, 
in all circum~tances to attain definite ends . The 
victorious military operations of t h e third week of 
July aroused varioUfl presumptions among t.he popula­
tion not warranted by t h e ac tua l condi t ionR, not, to 
speak of t hose who on July ]6 were 1'tbsolut ely cfl r tain 
that Hindenburg would carry out, an attack on Paris . 
Our rfl ilitary command is prudent enough, in every 
case acting dter I}onsideration of the actnal cond itions 
t,o attain its decisions, 

It adds: 

"Wes t of R eims our ~ttack on t.he 20uthern bank 
of t h c l\1arne h ad quite a definite obj f:lct . It was to 
ext6n d our battle front,. The attac k sn cceed ed, alt,h ough 
the enemy was forewarned. Bnt from all parts of 
t h e neighbouring W es t,ern front the French Command e r 
drew troops npon troop;:> to under take an a t tl:'.ck on a 
gnl,l1d scale on the German positions . E e thereby 
cOllJpelled the GerllJan troop~ to make a, partial retire ­
ment. 

No one can study the record of the war 

during the month of August ·w·ithout seeing that 

all along the line from the Y ser to the Sonlllle 

the situation was becoming more and more 

favourable to the Allies. 


