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THE London Marathon —the .
race, the phengmenon,  the -
charity — is 1n crisis, One gov- .

ernor is resigning.: Another,

Peter Yarranton, the chair- .

man of the Sports Council no
less, is threatening to do the
same unless he receives “the
answers I see-are necessary’.
Writs for libel are flying.~

> At the centre of the con-

troversy are Chris Brasherand

John Disley, who were the in-
spiration and founders of the
event, and who have since
been its race director
‘(Brasher) and course director
{Disley). S

- Last Wednesday, .ﬁ Channel -

4 television programme made

-by Duncan Campbell, the in- -
westipative reporter who has’
himself run in the London
Marathon, made a series of

‘accusations against - Brasher
and Disley. Brasher and Dis-
jey -attempted, -and failed, to
get a High Court injunction

preventing the screening of

the programme. S
- The accusations against
Brasher and Disley did not all
telate to the London Mara-
thon. Those that did can be
'summarised as follows:”
1, That Disley and Brasher
used their position in the
London Marathon to promote
their business distributing
running shoes. . -

- 2. That monies which
should have been paid directly
to charity were retained by the
London Marathon company.
.- 3. That. consultancy - pay-
ments’ were made by the
London Marathon to a com-
pany controlled by the wives
of Brasher and Disley.

. .To take-each in turn.. It.is

not- the first -time that the

apparent. conflict of interest
between Brasher and Disley’s

work for the Marathon. and
the promotion of their own
running-shoe business . has

raised -eyebrows. 1t was
pointed out in-these pages as
long ago as- 1982 by Inside

Track. . o , |

- .In the early years of the
Marathon; Brasher and Disley
were involved in the distribu-
tion of New Balance shoes,
and more:often than not their
company, -Fleetfoot Ltd, .se-
cured the right to advertise.in
the mail-shot that the Mara-
thon sends to all entrants.
During:that time Brasher lost
no opportunity to extol the
virtues of New Balance.
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Nick Pitt

In later years, however,
Brasher and Disley- severed

- their connection with New

Balance and became involved
with Reebok shoes, first as
distributors, and later, after
selling Fleetfoot Lid to Ree-
bok, as officials of Reebok. As
the programme showed, it was

then Reebok that almost

invariably secured the Mara-

thon mailing-shot rights.

Brasher and Disley point
out that the bidding for the
mail-shot was carried out
scrupulously and without
intervention on their part.
And whenever Brasher and
Disley’s companies won the
bidding, they did so with the
largest bid.

Quantifying the benefit of
the mail-shot is impossible,
but it can hardly have been
negligible. What is clear is that
Brasher and Disley’s business
was spectacularly successful,
and has made them both
millionaires.

- The second criticism, that
monies that should have gone
to charity were retained by the
Marathon, highlights the con-
flict between the Marathon as
a fun run trying to maximise
its contribution to .charity,
and a top-class international
race trying to attract eclite
funners. |

. 'The TV programme alleged
that Brasher favoured the lat-
ter, and was manipulative In
so doing. In particular it
claimed that more than once
he had understated the sur-
plus made by the event, which
meant that more money was
held within the Marathon,
and less passed on for dis-
tribution to its beneficiaries.

There is no suggestion that
the monies retained were for
personal benefit of
Brasher and Disley, but that
they were used to attract top-
class runners to the event, as
well as to wine and dine their
agents, and pay for trips to
persuade them to take part.

The third criticism is per-
haps the most serious.

SO THE lady was not for turn-  straight successes on the all-
ing, as 24 sorry-looking males weather, Amenable was al-
found - to’ their: cost. Alex  most certainly the fittest horse
Greaves, who has been whip- in the race, and while the rest
ping -up-a-sand-storm-in-the- - were buckling-he sped to the

minor

league of the all-wea- linelike an arrow to win hand-

ther tracks,~took to the-turf somely from St Ninian and
with devastdting effect when Band On The Run. ' .

she stormed home on Ame-

nable to win Doncaster’s Lin-

coln handicap, the. first big founded those who insisted:

prize of the Flat séason.

. With a string of successes

on the synthetic surfaces in
the past year, Greaves had

been dubbed the “Queen of. Greaves, who was drawn 23 of

Not only did Greaves dent
male pride, she also con-

that a low draw was vital 1n
the soft ground. Virtually the
whole field tacked across to
the far side of the course, but

the All-Weather”. It was a. the 25 starters, launched her

patronising epithet that had
rankled .with the 22-year-old

rider ‘and after dismounting

from Amenable . she -under-
standably took pride in an-
nouncing “I. think. I have
proved I'm a jockey now.”

.And how dramatically the
diminutive Yorkshire lass did
it,-'disobeying orders to take
the first leg of the Spring Dou-
ble by the scruff of the neck on
the 22-1 outsider.

_.David Barron, th'e.tr-ainer of

Amenable, had instructed
Greaves to restrain the six-
year-old at the rear of the field

as long as possible to use his

late burst to maximum effect.

" As they raced past halfivay,
ice-cold Alex sat -totally un-
moved with at least three-

quarters of the field in front of

her, and when she made her
move Amenable scythed them
all down with unbelicvable
ease. Thus, Greaves found
herself in front with more
than -a furlong left to run,
wondering whether she had
played her hand too soon and
might yet have the greatest tri-

umph of -her  brief  career

dashed from her grasp.
But, having gained four

spectacular run up the centre
of the track, but on the stands
side of the main pack.

To Josh,

REMEMBER the Grand

National? Josh Gifford does.:

The man who won it 10 years
ago with Aldaniti believes any
resemblance to the race of that
name to be run at Aintree on
Saturday week is purely
coincidental.

As champion jockey and
now a leading trainer, Gifford
can look back over a 3(-vear
infatuation for the National
with a passion that is still
smouldering. The flame has
dwindled, however, as the ob-
ject of his desire has become
ever easier to attain.

Big was definitely beautiful
as far as Gifford is concerned.
Before Aintree took the soft
option and scaled down those
mountainous fences, the Nat-
ional was a battle for survival
that .presented a fearsome
challenge for horse and rider.

- Jockeys would approach the
race high on fear, like fighter

- though

According to the programme,
more than £140,000 has been
paid over the years to a com-
pany whose directors are
Brasher and Disley’s wives.
These are said to have been
consultancy and other fees.

Quite what the women did
for the Marathon is not clear,
they did not work at
the London Marathon office.
The programme raised van-
ous questions about the tax
implications® of these . pay-
ments, particularly if Brasher
and Disley had benefited from
them. _

Indeed, it is this point that
is not addressed by a press
statement issued by Brasher
on Tuesday. Explaining that

he had not at that ime seen

the programme, but that he
had seen a transcript of i,
Brasher described it as the lat-
est episode in a vendetta
waged by Duncan Campbell

‘since 1983, and that the allega-
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tions made by Campbell were
“false and totally misleading’’.

In particular, Brasher's
statement explained that:
“John and I have been paid a
nominal sum each year for
our services to the Marathon
... the way in which these
monies were paid to us was
the subject of detailed pro-

fessional advice.”

But that hardly explains
why it was necessary to make
payments to a company
which, upon 1investigation,
turned out to be run by their
wives.

Brasher and Disley have
done a great deal for the run-
ning boom in Britain, and the
running boom has done a
great” deal for Brasher and
Disley.

The London Marathon was
a brilliant idea, realised with
remarkable persistence and
energy. The credit for that be-
longs to Brasher and Disley. If
it had been set up primarily as
a business, no one would have
begrudged them a good share
of the proceeds as well.

But it was established notas |

a commercial vehicle but as a
charity, and as such a different
set of standards apply. Con-
flicts of interest are unaccept-
able. Unexplained payments
and less-than-full accounting
are not good enough.

Brasher and Disley have
made a triumph of the Lon-
don Marathon. But they still
have much to explain.

Maybe in -her enthusiasm
and hunger for victory
Greaves still exhibits a few
rough edges, but she does the

job well enough and this high-

profile victory, the greatest by

a woman since Gay Kelleway

won at Royal Ascot a few

years ago, may finally have

convinced the doubters.

With her racing background
and thorough grounding in all
forms of equestrianism, Bar-
ron has always been adamant
that Greaves would never just
fade away. He has long in-
sisted that she had the spark of

excellence to make it to the
top

in a world that is still a
bastion of male dominance.
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Barron has provided her
with the bulk of her successes,
but he has no pretensions to
first-division status. Greaves
has found other trainers hypo-
critical. They tell her how well
she rides, but refuse to put her
up on their horses. -

Such entrenched attitudes
will take a lot of changing, but

'yesterday’s showcase triumph

it’s nothing short of

CHAUVINISM is now a ma-
jor ‘problem in the Five Na-
tions championship. and in
the  wider world of inter-
national rugby. There is not

_..nearly enough of it, not nearly

> enough scoundrels finding a

]
-

last refuge in patriotism. It is
now. time to sink deep moats

. between nations. ..

.. As”the towmament: n*hich

. sénded'so gloriously last week-
viendzproved, . international
;Sport -needs s

s
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harp edges. It

rcan do without the trappings
7of bellowing, nationalism —
+ the - 'national --anthems, . the
. automatic assumption that ancestor somewhere in the

-

‘the French are shifty — but it

. thrives on, depends on, strong
‘fational identity, jerseys

i7hearing the national emblems
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- ness, perhaps even racism, in
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.the massed followers

Fanging behind - their team.

- You might find a kind of base-
-this fervour, Tough.

-Those vital identities are
‘becoming increasingly blur-
red. The Brian Smith affair
.proves the point, Smith,:an
-Australian, departed for his
_Homeland last week. He had

just completed two seasons as

-‘--ﬂ-.-l'--' |

Ireland’s fly-half and had, the
Irish claimed,  promised
faithfully that he would

appear in their cause for the

foreseeable future. |

I believe he played for Ire-
"land for two reasonms. First,
because the Irish were silly

enough to accept him in a
-yush when- he promised to
‘turn green and follow Ireland
‘after he claimed a surprised

‘Yrish outback. . - |
' Second, because the rules
could not stop him. In inter-
-national rugby the eligibility
‘rules - can - 'be summarised
thus: A. Anyone can play for
-anyone, B. Anyone can then
‘play for someone else.”
- Ireland’s team manage-
ment professed themselves
-outraged at the cynicism
"which saw Smith leave im-
‘mediately the championship
‘was over.and the ‘shop win-
‘dows shut. “We have wasted
-two “years - of preparations,”

pilots preparing to lift off into
enemy skies. ‘“There was
nothing else quite like the
National. It was the most
fantastic thrill just to ride in
the race,” Gifford said. ¢I took
part in 10 Nationals and loved
every one of them. The only
regret when you pulled up
after the finish was that you
had to wait 12 months before
you could go round again.”

Despite his apprehension,
Gifford’s first ride over the
National course - went like a
dream when he took the
Topham Trophy on Dagmar
Gittell: “The first time I saw
the old National fences 1
didn’t believe any horse could
possibly get over them., And
when I first jumped Becher’s
Brook it was like leaping off
the top of the Eiffel Tower.
They mustn’t make the fences
any softer than they are now.
They’ve almost made it-into a

Rugby needs an inject

Ken Reid, of the IRFU, said.
The Irish were badly stung by
their own opportunism. |

The blurring is increasing. -

The only logical outcome,
perhaps two World Cups
down the line, is that the tour-
nament will be nothing more
‘than a meet of teams of stroll-
ing adventurers, of inter-
national cavaliers.
Both Australia and Ne
Zealand will be Pacific Is-

lands XVs — not because of

legitimate migration from Fiji

and Samoa, but because of
bought-in players being rush-

ed from the airport into the

national squad. France have

ridden roughshed over the
objections of lesser unions
stich as the Ivory Coast and
Morocco to press non-Fren-
chmen into French colours.

. Scotland have caused hilar-

ity by their ferocious lineage
probing, finding Scottish an-
cestry

ry 14 times removed.
They have found the Glouces-

John Karter

Flat race already. Soon they’ll
cancel it altogether. =
“The fact Mr Frisk could
break the course record by 20
seconds last year shows the
National has become just like
any other chase, only longer.”
Gifford’s words may sound
as if they come from an embit-
tered reactionary, but nothing
could be further from the
truth. A warm and convivial

man, he is highly sensitive

about his impassioned plea
being misconstrued. He is
simply being a touch over-
protective of an old friend, one
that he admits still -has a
unique place in his affections.

“The National is still spe-

cial. It’s the climax to the sea-
son. As soon as I turn off the
M1 onto the M6 I can feel the
excitement building. Maybe
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ter club a happy hunting
ground, and the Gloucester

o

players sre vastly amused as

yet another dyed-in-the-wool

Westcountryman Suppresses.
for hi§ ~

a smirk and goes off
Scottish trial.
It makes you proud and

admiring of the Welsh stance..
Wales are desperate for play-
ers. They could be. forgiven.
- for -inventing the odd an-
cestor. They have some pow-

erful and semi-resident New

Zealanders. in. their club.

‘'may well see others at last giv-

ing Greaves a chance at the
highest level. Julie Krone has
broken the mould in the
United States, and Greaves
deserves to be jousting head-
to-head with Pat Eddery and
Willie Carson on a regular
basis.

Meanwhile, there was a
warning shot from the first
lady of jump racing, Jenny
Pitman, after the silk-smooth
triumph of her horse, Strong
Gold at Newbury. Rumours

- concerning the defection of

Pitman’s Cheltenham Gold
Cup winner, Garrison Savan-
nah, from the Grand Nat-
ional, had sent shivers down

it’s less so than it used to be,
but it’s still a one-off.”
Each glittering piece of the

| Aintree legend is an emotional

diamond in its own right, but
Gifford’s triumph with Ald-
aniti was surely the most
dazzling.
. The horse had been a crip-
ple, and the jockey, Bob
Champion, had survived a ter-
rible fight against cancer. “It
was a fairy story just to get
them both there, let alone win
the race,” Gifford said.
Aldaniti has so far proved a
glorious one-off for Gifford. In
his 10 attempts as a jockey the
nearest he came was second on
the favourite, Honey End.
And, Aldaniti apart, the

Aintree gods have not in--
" dulged Gifford as a trainer.

“I've had all sorts of bad
luck since then, including
three horses falling at the first

fence,” he said, recalling that

rugby, too. Yet they have

‘bravely imposed a six-year

full-time residential qualify-

2| ing period, and will allow
.| lineage only back as far as

grandparents. |
I. would only add to the

Welsh attitude that once you
have played for one country

"1 -you should be stuck with it for

good.. Any set of eligibility

- laws will contain anomalies.

To have none at all is ludi-

crous and threatens a whole-

sale devaluation of a
which is soaring. =
. It seems that even England
could be nudged towards the

rent-a-player schemes. In the
‘hour of victory, almost three-
—quarters of their formidable
Grand Slam side talked about

retiring after the World Cup.
.. The waverers probably had
their . minds made up last

‘week when the RFU issued a

terrifying. docament. It was
the  fixture programme for

~next season and it revealed
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the spines of ante-post punters
‘and Pitman later added sub-
stance to the gossip.

- After Garrison Savannah’s
epic Cheltenham triumph,
Pitman announced that the
eight-year-old would try to be-
come the only horse apart
from Golden Miller to win the
Gold Cup and the National in
the same year. The trainer
subsequently warned backers
not to rush in as her horse has
ongoing leg problems. Now
she is thinking twice about
risking her champion in the
National mayhem and is con-
sidering switching him to the
less-arduous Martell Cup ear-
lier on at the Aintree meeting.

a National disgrace

one of those was the strongly
fancied Dgor Latch. “It was
heartbreaking, particulariy
when I had the owner, Jim
Joel, sitting next to me. He’d
made a special visit and had
been there since 10 o’clock in
the morning.”

Gifford is confident he can
make it up to the 96-year-old
owner this year. Joel’s Bally-
hane spearheads a four-strong
National team from Gifford’s
yard, the others being Enve-
pak Token, Foyle Fisherman
and Golden Minstrel.

“#Ballyhane has the class,
but I fancy all four to go well. I
honestly believe I have my
best chance of winning it again
this year,” Gifford said. “And
all I will tell my four jockeys
before the race is to go out and
enjoy themselves.”

Whatever happens, Gifford
will find it hard not to do like-
wise, soft option or not.

on of patriotism

that international-squad

. players will come off two and

a half years of continuous
preparation for the World
Cup — including yet another
superfluous and even dan-
gerous tour to Australia this
summer — straight into the
most concentrated prog-
ramme of cup, league and
international rugby ever ima-
gined. It is no surprise that a
concerted mass of England
players and .coaches moved
towards the exit.

For their own good, I would
beg just one more thing {from
England’s heroes. Do not talk
of retirement. By all means
plan it provisionally, even set
the date for it. But please,
please, do not go public. I
have always believed that
declarations of intending.
retirement, or even of retire-.
ment at some date in the mid-
future, become an intolerable
weight on any sportsman.

- Suddenly you are commit-
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But even with the National
on the horizon it was still the
Flat racing that stirred the
blood yesterday.. And for

many of us the abiding mem- -

ory of the afternoon,
Greaves’s glory notwithstand-
ing, was the sight of the most
famous bottom in racing
perched high in the air in that
cheeky victory pose that 1s still
his hallmark.

Lester Piggott, eschewing
the glamour of Doncaster,
plumped instead for five rides
at the relative obscurity of
Lingfield and chalked up an-
other milestone in his extra-
ordinary career as he cruised
home on La Masaas to record
his first win on a synthetic
surface.

As Piggott glanced round
contemptuously at his toiling
rivals, the way that he has so
often done in the past, it
would have been a bold man
who suggested that the passing
years have robbed the great
man of one iota of his genius.

According to Willie Carson,
in a recent newspaper article,
however, Old Stoneface, who
J]ater gained a second win on
First Stage, should never have
bothered to come back. The
legend can never be rekindled,
Carson said.

Try telling that to Piggott’s
legions of fans. After the
11-times champion aston-
ished the racing world by pull-
ing his riding boots back on
again last October, punters
pounced like hungry wolves
when bookmakers offered
him at 100-1 to win another
title this season. Odds of 33-1
are still available, and the
faithful may view that as the
biggest steal since the Great

Train Robbery.

"blocking

ted. People automatically as-
sume your play is diminished.
You are caught in a whirl of
farewells — last game on this
ground, retirement speech at
that function, then the last

home game, the last match for

England, and so on. Ard once
yvou have set in motion that
unstoppable retirement band-
wagon, and you grind off into
the sunset, what happens if
you regain the urge, if you
find unfinished business on
the sporting field? |
The comeback syndrome
whether for sportsmen or
rock bands, is desperately
embarrassing. You do not
need to suffer it if you have
not already announced that
you are going anywhere.
Nobody will feel cheated,
nobody will feel anything but
understanding for the current
England players when they
depart the game, because they
have served England with
wonderful commitment. But
they could save themselves
real pain if they go out sud-

denly, and unannounced,

when they know for sure that
their time has come.

Polonia

triumph
in fight
to finish

David Hunn

AT ITS best, volleyball 1s one
of the world’s most watchable
sports. We were some way
short of the best at Crystal
Palace yesterday, but at least
the English cup final produced
a stupendously exciting finish:
Polonia beat Liverpool City
17-16. |

The match barely came to
life until the fifth'and final set,
for which the sport has a dif-
ferent scoring pattern. For
four sets, points can only be
scored by the team who are
serving. A successful rally by
the non-serving team brings
them service, but not a point.

When a fifth set is played,
every winning shot scores a
point, every mistake loses
one. The scoreboard 1s never
still, the spectators are in a
perpetual frenzy and the poor’
players are forced to liveon a
peak of intensity.

Polonia have not lost a fifth
set this season. Their splen-

‘didly disciplined and spirited

squad came back from what
might have been a humiliating
fourth-set defeat to survive an
assault that took Liverpool
into the lead at 13-12, at 14-13
and again at 15-14, |

Inspired by their captain,
Jurlek Jankowski, the England
and Great Britain inter-
national, they kept their heads
at the moments of greatest cri-
sis — and there was none
greater than when a serve by
Danny Ho went out of court
to give Liverpool that 15-14
lead.

- Jankowski is a remarkable
player, dynamic and voluble,
whose athleticism and power-
ful smashing bring Poloma
much of their success. His
jump service, which he uses
sparingly, is an alarming
proposition for the receiver,
who can be flattened by its
power.

Though he is as English as
anyone on the Liverpool side
(four of whom are Irish and
one Dutch), Jankowski retains
appealing traces of his an-
cestry. “I will break my drink-
ing ban now,” he said after the
match. “I must release my
emotions.”

The major surprise of the
year in British volleyball was
that Mallory failed to reach
the final. They lost an elec-
trifying semi-final to Polonia
two weeks ago — also by 17-16
in the fifth. |

Liverpool City are not in
the Mallory class, but their
very tall side proved ex-
tremely difficult to beat. Their
was effective
throughout, and 1n Peter van
Wijke and Graham Smith
they had hitters who led them
close to victory.

They were unlucky to lose
Phil Newton, their England
setter, to a dramatic attack of
cramp in the fourth set. After
the customary manipulation
failed to revive his legs, he had
to be carried off. )

Polonia lost Shaun Poole,
their Irish international, with
a damaged ankle in the third
set. It 1s amazing, given the
immense physical effort ex-
pended, the desperate dives
and the mighty leaps, that
more damage is not done,

To be honest, the early sets
did little to invigorate the un-
committed in the crowd, and
although the enthusiasm of
the fans was noisy enoygh,
even they must have been dis-
appointed by the general stan-
dard of play. Liverool took the
first and fourth, 15-12 and 15-
3, and Polonia the second and
third, 15-9 and 15-7.

It needed the frantic excite-
ment of the fifth set to rouse
the blood, and it was unfortu-
nate that there were two
lengthy interruptions to the
play. Volleyball requires the
players to rotate their posit-
ions on court at every point,
to ensure that all players are
competent in all departments
of the game.

Polonia made a mess of this
and lost a point in the fifth sct
when the wrong player served.

t took the most earnest con-
sultation between courtside
officials to sort it out.

Volleyball seldom makes a
mark on the consciousness of
the average all-round Ssports
fan, but it thrives out of sight.
A year ago the English Volley-
‘ball Association appointed the
first fully professional coach
in the British game, Ralph
Hippolyte, and the 'who}e
structure of coaching is
changing.

“When I first came here,”
Hippolyte said, “the national
team was weaker than a Euro-
pean third division club side,
and it takes time and re-
sourcesto build that up to real
national strength.”” He 1s
determined to do that by
concentrating not just on the
top, but on the thousands of
children who -play the game.
You cannot do anything.
worthwhile, he says, until you
have a well-integrated youth.
system,

“] saw my appointment as
an opportunity to establish a
school of volleyball in a coun-
try where volleyball is hardly
known, You can’t have a ma-
‘jor nation, a first-world coun-
try, without volleyball.”
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