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IN PARIS. 

P
ARIS in JlUy, 1914, differed from the 

Paris of ordinary years only by reason 

of the Caillaux trial. Towards the 

middle of the month tout Pm"is, 

instead of preparing for its usual exodus to 

the wat.ering places of Normandy and abroad, 

settled down with all the joy of expectation 

to the spectacle offered by the Seine Assizes, 

where the wife of M. J oseph Caillaux, former 

Prime :Minister and Minister of Finance, leader 

of the Radical-Socialist Party and of a tur

bulent, erratic, but nevertheless formidable 

coalition in the Chamber, was being tried for 

the murder of her husband's bitterest political 

opponent, Gaston Cairnette, editor of the 

Figaro. The tragedy in the F igaro office on 

.March 16 was the culminating episode in a 

political campaign of a virulent violence rare 

even in the annals of French political life. 

The negotiations of M. Caillaux with the 

traditional enemy, Germany, during the Agadir 

crisis of 1911 had laid him open to charges of 

tn~a..c;on; h e had n evertheless succeeded by 

a cleverness which amounted almost to genius 

in re-establishing his hold upon the more 

extreme sections of the Radical Party. At 
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their head t.hroughout the summ~r of 1913, 

he had combatted with every political weapon 

the proposal for a return to the Three Years' 

military service, and, when that measure of 

national defence had been finally adopted, at 

the head of his Socialist-Radical combination 

he fo~ught with determination for the intro

duction of an income tax-a wide-reaching 

reform in the French fiscal system-in order 

to meet the increased military expenditure 

required of the country. 

Chief among the opponents of the income tax 

were the conservative interests represented 

by the Figaro, the editor of which did not 

scruple to publish docunlents of a more or less 

intimate nature concerning M. Caillaux . 

Alarmed by these publications and dreading 

the revelation of still more intimate facts, Mme. 

Caillaux called at the F igaro office and without 

any preliminary discussion emptied the con· 

tents of an automatic revolver into the bodS 

of the -editor. The crime, involving as it dia. 

every section of French political life .. promising 

as it did the washing of much dirty linen in 

public, yielding as it did a wide field to the 

activity of the cafe gossiper, containing as it 
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THE CAILLAUX TRIAL. 
M. Caillaux in Court-he is seen standing on the right. 

did the elements of the two things which 

most appeal to Parisians - passion and 

politics-absorbed attention throughout the 

month of July to the exclusion of every 

other topic. The funeral of Calmette was 

attended by riotous scenes, and the tria.l 

opened in an atmosphere of great. political 

excitement, which was turned to the best 

possible effect by the extremist parties in 

.French life that refuse to recognise the Republic 

-the Socialists and the Royalists. Day after 

day the Palais de Justice was besieged by 

anxious crowds, hoping by favour or by influence 

to obtain even standing room within the court; 

night after night the boulevards were invaded 

by gangs of Royalist or Syndicalist hotheads 

~lamouring for or against Ca.illaux, and giving 

much occupation to the police and mmllcipal 
guard. 

In the midst of all this internal commotion 

the appearance of a tiny cloud on the eastern 

horizon of Europe passed almost unnoticed 

save by the specialists in foreign affairs. Even 

the news of the Austrian ultimatum to Serbia 

failed to arouse any widespread alarm. Soci

alist D eputies bewailed the · fact that if war 

broke out between AUBtria and Serbia it would 

be irnpossible to hold the International Socialist 

Congress in Vienna. Esperantists and dental 

surgeons, who were to hold their annual 

international congresses m Paris, felt that p.er

haps their gatherings might be inopportune. 

It was not until July 26, when the news of the 

rupture of diplomatic relations between Austria 

and Serbia became known, that Paris appeared 

to realize the in:llninent possibility of inter

national conflict involving France. Then, for 

the first time in the growing crisis, it appeared 

to come home to the Parisian that the day 

which had been so long prophesied, so long 

discussed, and so little expected- the day of 

Armageddon-was at last within measurable 

distance. Unusual animation reigned through

out the boulevards and the customary military 

tat.toos gave l'lse to frequent demonstratioW'. 

A band of young men gathered in front of the 

Austrian Embassy, and, after much shouting 

and singing, managed to burn the Austrian 

flag before they were dispersed by the police. 

Nevertheless, once the growmg danger had been 

brought forcibly to their notice, Par;isians 

with their quick political appreciation r ealjzed 

. to the full what lay ahead of them, and accepted 

in cheerful silence the various preliminary and 
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precautiona.ry steps t.aken by the military 

authorities for the defence of the country. 

The fact that t.hey r ealized the danger \vas 

evident in the anxious questions which French

men addressed' to all their English acquaint

ances, with a view to ascertaining what would 

be the attitude of Great Britain in 'the struggle 

which was in prospect. It was further made 

clear by scenes in the Paris Bourse, when an 

operator of Austrian nationality named Rosen

berg, who had rendered himself conspicuous 

by "bearing" French Bank securities and 

French Rentes throughout the year, was 

driven from the building by a shower of eggs 

and other unpleasant missiles. 

In spite of all the gathering of black clouds 

and the ominous run1.ble of thunder in the East, 

the Caillaux trial retained its hold upon the 

public attention up to the end of July 28, when 

the acq1,littal of the prisoner gave rise to turbu

lent scenes in the centre of the ' city. It was 

not until the return of the President of the 

Republic, M. Poincare , and the Prime Minister, 

M. Viviani, from a visit to the Emperor Nicholas 

of Russia that the demonstrations with which 

Paris had been seething for ten days or so 

acquired a purely patriotic note. There were 

shouts of "Vive Poincare!" and "Vive 

l' Armee !" as the President of the Republic, 

accompanied by M. Viviani and General 

J offre, drove from the Gare du N ord to the 

Elysee. An occasional shout of "Vive la 

Guerre!" was raised, but the demonstratiun 

as a whole was patrio'tic rather than jingo. On 

the same day, as though the curtain had been 

rung down on the Caillaux tragi -comedy and 

raised upon this fresh drama of world-wide 

interest, the whole of Paris turned its attention 

to the development of the situation with 

absorbed interest. The boulevards, that great 

index of Parisian life, became long lines of 

fluttering newspapers, as edition after edition 

poured from the presses in the Montmartre 

quarter. 

The French in every international crisis of 

recent years have shown a pronounced ten

dency to hoard their gold. This defect pro

duced situations which, but for their actual 

gravity, would have been entirely amusing. 

The financial panic on the Bourse was followed 

by a credit panic, which led to ' a famine of 

cash and a general refusal to give change for 

the notes of the Bank of France. All the usual 

credit machinery collapsed, as has been explained 

BIRD'S-EYE VIEW OF PARIS. 

Taken from the top of the Eiffel Tower. 
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m a previoUs volume of this History; English 

and American millionaires were wandering 

round Paris with their pocket-books full of 

bank notes, unable to purchase a meal at any 

restaurant. At the banks long lines of d e

positors began to collect, and at the Bank of 

France, during the days before war was actually 

declared, there was a daily crowd of four or five 

thousand persons anxious to obtain ' gold for 

notes. 

It is curious to not.e that while in England 

crowds assembled to watch the arrival and 

departure of Ministers and Ambassadors in 

Downing Street, the feverish activity which 

prevailed at the Quai d'Orsay throughout the 

last days of the crisis aroused not the faintest 

interest among Parisians. Yet in the Quai 

d'Orsay, in the dying days of July, history was 

being made with every circun1.stance of drama_ 

On J'uly 31 The Times correspondent was 

closeted with the Under-Secretary of State for 

Foreign Affairs, M. Abel Ferry. He was speak

ing of all that France had done to prove h er 

desire for peace. Although a stat.e of war had ' 

been proclaimed in Germany, although the 16t,h, 

8th, and 15th German army corps had been 

moved up to battle positions upon the French 

frontier France, in order to minimise the 

chances of acciclental conflict, in order to show 

to the world the intensity of h er wish to avoid 

war, had k ept at a distance of ten kilometres 

from the frontier her first line of defenc'e. M. Abel 

Ferry was saying what great personal sacrifice 

this decision had meant for him, since all his 

family was in the strip of territory thus aban

doned to a possible enemy, when the telephone 

bell rang and the Minister of War gave him 

news of the first acts of aggression, of the 

tearing up of the railway line on the frontier, 

of the posting of mitrailJeuses along the frontier, 

of the seizure of French rolling stock. 

The time had come and the people of Paris, 

from Syndicalist to Monarchist, knew that the 

hour was past for any display of political dissen

sion. That night J aures, the beloved leader of the 

French Socialist Party, was assassinated at 

the dinner-table, and as his body was borne 

along the boulevar'd men of every party 

uncovered to a son of France. The crime, in 

time of peace, would have aroused the most 

tremendous political conflict; in the d9.rkening 

hours of 'the moment it came as a grief even to 

the most bitter, opponent of the Socialist leader. 

As it was, the crime only served to emphasize 

the mllon of all parties in France in the face of 

the imminent danger of war_ On that day, 

CROWD READING MOBILIZATION ORDERS. 
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PLACE DE LA CONCORDE. 
Searchlights watching for Aeroplanes. 

July 31 , the covering troops of France were 

mobilized and t he reservists called to the 

colours. On August 1 the following proclama

t ion was a ddressed to the p eople of P aris by 

th e Prime Minister, :LVI. Viviani: 

An abom inab le f! rime h as j u::;t been committed . 
lVI , J aures, the g reat orator, who adorned t.h e F rench 
Tribune, h as been struck d own by a coward. P ersonall y. 
and on beh alf of m y coll eagues, I uncover m yself before 
the so-q"uick ly opened tomb of the SoC' ia list-Republisan 
who h as fought for su ch n oble canses and who in recent 
d ifficult days, a cting i n t he interests of p eace, h as 
supp orted wi th his a uthority t h e patriot ic a ct ion of the 
Gov ernment. I n the grave circumst ances through 
which the country is p assing t h e Government CO lmts 
\I r on t h e p atriotism of the work in g class, and, ind eed , of 
a ll the inha bitants to observe calm and to refrain from 
add ing to pu blic emotion an ag itation which would throw 
the capital into disorder. The assassin h as been a rrest ed ; 
he sh a ll be punish ed. Let a ll have con fi d ence in t h e 
Ja w a nd give t h e example of calm and of LUn on in our 
p resent gra ve dangers . 

That same afternoon the German Ambassad or 

called at t he French F oreign Office, when his 

a t titude left in n o d oubt the d et ermination of 

German y to force upon Europe t he h orrors of a 

general conflagration . \ iVh en B ar on von Sch oen 

h ad r eturned t o h is Emb assy in the Rue de Lille, 

the gen er al ord er of mobilization was alread y 

p ost ed t h r oughout P aris, and was speeding on 

its way to every h amlet, village, and city of 

France. In the twinkJing of an eye the whole 

asp ect of Paris was changed. A fury of speed 

seem ed to have seized upon everybody. Imme

dia tely after glancing at the hurriedly scrawled 

notice at the Post Office which ran" Ministry 

of W ar. Order of Mobilization. E x tremely 

Urgent; first day of m obilization, Sunday, 

August 2," all the m en r ushed to their homes 

t o bid farewell to their d ear ones before their 

d ep arture to the regimental depots. Cab

drivers refused fares and drove off to their 

h omes to prepare for m obilization, and soon 

the street s of P aris were all but empty of 

carriage traffic. Cabs and motor-cars con

veying to the Gare de l'Est reservists in field 

kit and their friends were alone to be seen. 

H ere and there the passage of a group of 

reservists with canvas bags slung over their 

shoulders aroused some litt le demonstration . 

. W aving their kepis in the air the m en marched 
gaily past the crowded terraced cafes singing 

t he " Marseillaise. " Tearful farewells b et ween 

husbands and wives, sweethearts, mothers and 

sons changed the aspect of the city as an April 

shower will sweep across a blue sk y. The ' 

truly democratic nature of P aris becam e 

everywh ere apparent. Comfortable bourgeois. 

25-2 
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BUILDING A BARRICADE. 

workmen in stained corduroys, elegants in 

morning coat and top hat, gathered together 

to discuss the prospects of the struggle, to voice 

the common determination to fight to the last 

drop of blood in the defen ce of France. 

To English people in Paris the day, brought 

mingled feelings of admiration for the quiet 

spirit of gravity with which all Frenchmen, 

from anti-Militarists to Monarchists, obeyed 

their country's call, and of anxious regret that 

the attitude of England did not allow them 

to participate directly in these scenes or to 

voice their sympathies with freedom. Every

where Englishmen went on that throbbing 

day on August 1 they were questioned by: 

fr~ends, and indeed by complete strangers, as 

to the intentions of their country. The doubt 

and anxiety were so great that more than one 

English business firm establ~shed in Paris, 

fearing an outbreak of anger should England 

fail in her duty, took steps for the removal from 

their business premises of anything which might 

indicate their nationality. No Englishman, w hat

ever his political sympathies may have been, 

could have failed to be impressed by the attitude 

of Paris on August 1. The volatile, excitable, 

inflammable Parisian gave proof of all the 

virtues of gravity, serenity, and calm which 

history had up till then denied him. 

Here and there a quiet little crowd of people 

gathered to read the national call to arms 

issued by the President of the R epublic, which 
ran as foflows : 

F or some days the condition of Europe has become 
considerably more serious in spite of the efforts of 
diplomacy. The horizon has become darkenecl. 

At this hour most of the Nations have mobilized their 
forces. 

Some countries, even though protected by n eutrality , 
have thought it right to take tbis step as a precaution. 

Some Powers, whose constitutional and m,ilitary laws 
do not resemble our own, have without issuing a decree 
of mobilization begun and continued preparat.ions 
which are in reality equivalent to mobilization and which 
are nothing more or less than an anticipation of it (qui 
n'en sont que ['execution anticipee). 

France, who has always declared her pacific intentions, 
and who has at the darkest hours (dans des het/1'es 
tragiques) given to Europe counsels of m~deration and a 
living example of prudence (sagesse), whd has multiplied 
bel' efforts for the maintenance of the world's peace , has 
h erself prepared for all eventualities and has taken from 
this moment the first indispensable measures for the 
safety of her territory. 

But our legislation does not allow us to complete 
these preparations without a decree of mobilization. 

Careful of its respon sibility and realizing that it 
would be failing in a sacred task to leave things as they 
were, the Government has issued . the decree which the 
situation demands. 

Mobilization is not war. In tbe present circum
stance':: it appears, on tbe contrary, to be the best m ean s 
of assuring p eace with honour. 

Strong in its a rdent desire to arrive at a peaceful 
solution of t.he crisis the Government, protected by such 
precautions as a re necessary, will continue its diplomatic 
efforts, and it still hopes to succeed. 

It relies upon the calm of this noble nation not to 
give rein to emotions which are not jus tifi ed. It relies 
upon the patriotism of all Frenchmen, and it knows that 
~here is not one who is not ready to do his duty. 

At this momant partiea no longer exist: thore remains 
only France, the e t~rnal) the pacifi c, the resolute. Thel'e 
remR.ins only the fat,herland of right and of jus t ice, 
entirely united in calm vigilance and dignity. 

Very different, indeed, were the scenes in 

Paris at the beginning of the great war of 1914 

from those which marked the departure of 

French troops from Paris in 1870. All the 

feverish delirium of the madly excited mob, 

which devoured German Army corps with the 

eaSf:; of a man eating an egg> was conspicuouslv 
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absent. There were no theatrical scenes with 

women of questionable 'morality figuring as 

France, with p lay-actors gaining the applause 

of heroes; the whole life of Paris was diverted 

to the frontier. In the evenin g, it is true, a 

crowd of three or four hundred youths paraded 

the boulevards, waving the nags of France and 

Russia, and in anticipatory gra.titude those of 

a ll the Powers thought to he friendly to the 

cause of France. These demonstrat,ions were, 

however, entirely superficial, and it was over 

::1 more than usua]ly tranquil city that the n ew 

constellations of war, the anti-aircraft search

lights of the Eiffel Tower and the Place de la 

Concorde, cut their arabesques of light on the 

eve of the first day .of mobilization. 

Qn the Sunday, August 2, mobjIiza tion 

throughout France was proceeding with rapidity 

and method. Paris, except at the railway 

stations, resembled an English provincial town 

on Sl.mday. At the Gare du N ord and at the 

Gare de l'Est there were busy and pathetic 

scen es . Around the station there were great 

crowds of the relatives and friends of d eparting 

soldiers, come to see the last of their sons, lovers, 

or husbands. The final farewells were made 

at' the gates of the station, and then the men 

marched out of sight shouting "Vive- la 

France! " and chanting the" Marseillaise." 

Although the effects of the mobilization, 

order were immediately experienced in Paris, 

it took some time to persuade the tourist that 

hiB place at this critical hour was at home, and 

not wandering round Paris, Baedeker in hand, 

admiring the Arc de Triomphe or endeavouring 

to obtain admission to the Louvre. The 

stoppage of ordina.ry life, and above all of all , 

forms of amnsement and of credit, finally 

persuaded the travelling foreigner that P aris 

was no longer a city of pleasure. Cafes R.nd 

resta·urants were closed by order of the military 

authorities at 8 p.m. All theatres, music halls, 

and cafes-chR.ntants were forbidden to open. 

Every motor-omnibus left the streets of the 

capital for the high road to the East, to act as 

meat carrier to the armies. The underground 

railway system ceased to work. Travel facili

ties between Paris and London became slow 

and restricted. 

Provisions of every sort rose in pric.e 

during these days and the grocers' shops 

were besieged with crowds of housewives laying 

in stocks of preserved food of every sort. 

The feeding of Paris during war-time was a 

RESERVISTS LEAVING FOR THE FRONT. 



444 THE TIMES HISTORY OF THE WAR. 

problem which had long exercised the authori 

ties. The difficulty to be surmounted was 

not so much that of supply as that of transport

ing the supply from the provin.ces to the capital 

during the nineteen days when every railway 

in France was crowded to the ut.most of its 

capacity by trains bearing troops towards the 

frontier. The supply for the capital had for 

sorne months before the outbreak of war 

formed the subj ect of negotiations between the 

town of Paris and the military a uthorities. 

The Municipal COlmcil from p a triotic motives 

decided to contribute 400,000 francs towards 

the formation of a stock of fiour amounting 

to 100,000 quinta ls (9,842 tons), to be used 

between the eighth and tn-entieth days of 

mobilization, tha,t is to say, after the nonnal 

bakers' supplies of flour had been exhausted, 

and before the r elease of the rail ways by the 

completion of mobilization had allowed fresh 

supplies to enter the capital fron'1 the provinces. 

This agreement was not entirely observed, 

but n evertheless, thanks to the cooperation 

of the mtmicipal services and the I ntendance, 

the capital was spared any appreciable shortage 

of food supplies. The miii tary authorities 

furnished the millers with wheat and fixed the 

price at which the flour was to be sold. Further, 

in order to meet the difficulties caused among 

the Parisian bakeries by roason of the dra!n 

upon their labour entailed by general mobiliza

tion, it was decreed that no fancy bread shoLlld 

b e baked in Paris. 

The m ili tary authorities a lso h :1d to come to 

the assistance of the town of Paris with regard 

to meat supply . The I ntendcLnce ha d, in fact, 

two duties to p erfarn, :fir.3 t, to provide the 

entrenched camp of Paris with r eSO lll'CeS of all 

kinds which would enable it to withstand the 

pressure of investment; and, secondly, quite 

apart from a ll question of inves tment, to 

ensme during the p eriod of mobilization a 

r egular supply of fiour, s uga r, butter and 

groceries of all sorts, fresh meat and coal, 

shortage of which m ight be ' occasioned by lack 

of railway facilities . The activity of the 

I ntendance, although prices rose to some extent, 

was soon made evident in a ll the big open 

spaces in and around P aris. Thus large are~s 
of the Bois de Boulogne, the famous Auteuil 

and Longchamp racecourses, bec8.lne covered 

with wire pens for thousands q£ h eads of sheep 

and cattle destined mainly to feed the army of 

Paris, but a good deal of which had to be p laced 

upon the ordinary Paris market in order to k eep 

down the price of fresh meat. 

Another matter deeply affecting the welfare 

of the capital ,,,as the milk supply. In this, 

PREPARING FOR THE SIEGE. 
A Queue outside a Provision Shop. 
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RESERVISTS FROM THE OUTLYING COUNTRY ENTERING PARIS. 

as, indeed, in all questions concerning the 

feeding of Paris during the war, the Municipal 

Council gave proof of clear-sighted patriotism 

and energetic action. A large stock of rilllk 

was secured by the Municipal Council at the 

very outset of the war, and 100,000 kilos 

(98 tons) of powdered milk and 1,000,000 

litres (220,000 gallons) of milk in condensed 

form were purchased. Thanks to these and 

similar precautions taken with regard to other 

articles of food the Paris population in the 

first six months of war had experienced prac

tically none of the effects of shortage of food. 

The shortage of cash was extremely serious, 

but it was n1et by the issue of the 20 franc and 

5 franc notes of the Bank of France, which, 

prin t.ed several years before, had been kept 

in t he vauJtR of the bank. These were the 

ptoblmns which beset the rulers of Paris the 

very first day of the mobilization. They were 

specifically Parisian dif-ficulties. 

On the third day of mobilization Paris was. 

the scene of'a solemn and impressive demon

stration of the national union and patriotic 

resolve. There are few parliamentary buildings' 

bett.er sui ted for the display of national feeling 

than the Palais Bourbon, in which the Fren ch 

D eputies are housed. In ordinary times the 

red-covered henches which fill the vast homi

cycle are crowded with gesticulating, shouting 

men, whose sole apparent object in life is to 

prevent any of the orators from taking their 

stand at the tribune opposite and making 

themselves heard. On August 4 only the 

unusual crowd which pressed behind the double 

row of the guard of honour and saluted the 

President of the Chamber as he passed through 

the square indicated that a sitting of unusual 

importance was to be begun. The usual 

eager hum of the Salle des Pas Perdus was 

hushed. In the crowded galleries inside the 

House there was an unwonted silence, and the 

roll of the drmns from the outer corridor, 

the traditional salute to the PresIdent of the 

Chamber on taking the chair, had a new 

significance. The D eputies, as they str eamed 

into their places, did not exchange the usual 

greetings with their friends; the customary 

gossip was forgotten; and it was amid a self

imposed silence that M. D eschanel, President 

of the Chamber of D eputies, read the decree 

convoking the assembly for an extraordinary 

session. M. D eschanel , a distinguished and 

eloquent speaker, etruck the note of complete 
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harmony which had been formed among the 

most bitterly opposed political parties by the 

challenge flung down by Germany in alluding 

at the outset of his speech to the death of 

M. J aures. The name of the great Socialist 

leader had hardly left. his mouth when, as one 

man, Monarchists; Socialists, Republicans, 

and Conservatives rose to their feet and lis

tened in silence to his tribute. 

The same wonderfully impressive unanimity 

marked a cry of "Vive la France," which rose 

from everybody in the House, actor and spec

ta~or, when M. Deschanel declared that it was 

for the welfare of civilization, for the liberty of 

France and the whole of Europe, that the 

cOlmtry was fighting. At the conclusion of 

his speech M. D eschanel annolmced that the 

Prime Minister, M. Viviani, would be with 

the House in a moment. The Pri.me Minister's 

entry was rendered impressive by the unbroken 

silence with which it had been awaited. His 

first · act when the tumult and the shouting died 

down was to read the fo~lowing message from the 

President of the Republic, which was listened 

to standing: 

France has just been the object of a brutal and pre
meditated aggression which is an insolent challenge to the 
right.s of humanity. Before a declaration of war had 
b een addressed to us, even before the German Amba'lsador 

had demanded his passports, our territory has been 
violated. Not until las t night did the German Empire 
give the true name to a situation which it had aLready 
created. For more than forty years the French in their 
s ince re love of peace h ad repressed in their breasts their 
de.~ ire for legitimate reparat ion. They had given to the 
world the example of a great nation which . definit.e·y 
rehabilitat.ed from its defeat by good will, patiencf . 
and industry, has used its renewed and rejuvenated 
energy only in the interests of progress and for the good 
of humanity. When the Austrian ultimatum opened a 
criei., which threatened the whole of Europe, France 
decided to follow and to recommend to all a policy cf 
prudence, of wisdom, and of moderation. No one can 
impute to her any act., any ges ture, any word, "hi( h 
was not pacific and conciliat.ory. At the moment of the 
first enCOlmtflrs she has the right solemnly to make this 
claim for h erself- that sh e made up to the last moment 
the strongest efforts to avert the war which has just 
broken out and of which the German Empire will 
have to take the crushing responsibility throughout 
hi:;tory. 

On t he morrow of the day in which our allies and Olll' 

seh-es expressed publicly the hope of seeing the n cgo
tiations begun under the auspices of the Cabinet of London 
peacefully carried on, Germany suddenly dec.1arcd 
war upon Rm;sia. She has invaded the territory of 
Luxemburg, sh e h as outrageously insulted t he nobl e 
B elgian nation, our n eighbour and our friend , and sh e 
has endeavoured treacherously to surprise u s in t he 
midst of diplomatic conversations. But France was 
watching, as alert as pacific. She was prepared, and our 
enemies will meet on their path our bravc covering 
t.roops who are at their posts, and lmder whose shelter 
the mobilization of all our national forces will be mcthorli
cally completed. Our fine and brave Army , which 
France to-day accompanies with motherly th ought, 
has arisen eager to defend the honour of the flag and the 

soil of the COlmtI:Y· 
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. The President of the R epublic, who voices the unani
mity of the country, expresses to our troops who will 

. fight by land and sea the admiration and confidence of 
all Frenchmen. Closely united in one feeling the n at ion 
will maintain the sang-froid of the p ossession of which 
she has given daily proof since the beginning of the 
cnSiS. France will, as ever, combine the most generous 
impulses and the most, enthusiastic spirit with that self
command which be tokens lasting energy and the best 
guarantee of victory. In the war upon which she is 
entering France will have on her side that right which 
no p eoples, any more than individuals, may def'pise with 
impunity- the eternal moral power. She will be 
heroi ca lly d efended by all her sons, whose sacred union 
in face of the en emy nothing can destroy, and who 
to·day are fraternally bound together bv the same 

. indignat.ion against the a66ressor, and by the same 
patriotic faitn.. She is faithfully supported by Russia, 
h er a lly , sh e is upheld by the loyal friendship of England, 
and a lready from a ll parts of the civilized world come 
to her sYll1pathy and good wishes. for she represents 
once more to-day b efore the world, Liberty, Justice, 
and R eason. Haut les CaJU1·S. et vive la France I ! ! 

The final phrase led to a splendid demon

stration of patriotism, and it was some time 

before quiet was restored and the Prime 

Minister was enabled t6 justify to the House 

the manner in which the Government had 

discharged its heavy responsibilities during 

the critical n egotiations. 

His clear statement of the preceding few 

days' history, his burning condemnation of 

German aims and German methods having 

been brought to an end in a thunder of applause, 

18 Bills rendered necessary by the state of war 

were laid before the House and passed into law 

without discussion. The Chamber emptied, 

and those Deputies affected by the order of 

m obilization left Paris for their posts. 

That evening Baron von Schoen, the German 

Ambassador, was escort·ed out of Paris with 

every respect due to his rank as Ambassador, 

and provided with a special train to take him 

to the frontier. His departure passed abso

lutely wmoticed by the inhabitants of the 

capital, and none of the di~graceful incidents 

which marked the return of the French Ambas

sador from Berlin found an echo in France. 

Before leaving Paris the German Ambassador 

handed the following d eclaration of war to M. 

R ene Viviani, French Prime Minister: 

M. LE PREsIDENT,-The German administrative and 
military authorities have remarked a certain number of 
definitely hostile acts committed on German territory 
by Fren ch military airmen. Several of these latter have 
m anifestly violated the n eutrality of Belgium by flying 
over the territory of that country. One has endeav
oured to d estroy building.~ near Wesel; others have 
been seen in the Eifel region; another has thrown 
bombs on the railway line near Carlsruhe and Nurem
berg. I am ordered, and I have the honour, to inform 
your Excellency that in view of these aggressions the 
German Empire considers itself to be in a state of war 
with France by the act of this latter Power. 

At the same time I have the honour to inform your 
Excellency that the German authorit.ies will retain French 

AMERICAN VOLUNTEERS FOR THE FRENCH ARMY. 
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merchant. ships in German ports, but that they will 
release them if, within 48 hours, complete reciprocity 
be assureLl . 

My diplomatic mission having come to an end, I 
have but to ask your Excellency to be good enough to 
furnish me with my pa sports and to take the steps 
which may seem necessary to your Excellency to assure 
my return to Germany with the staff of the Embassy, 
as well as with the staff of the Bavarian L egat.ion and 
of the German Consulate-General in Paris. Pray accept 
Monsieur le President. the expression of my very high 
consideration. 

(Signed) SCROEN. 

That night there was the first outbreak of 

rioting upon the boulevards of Paris. All the 

Austrian and German estahlishments, dealers 

in imitation jeweis, in Viennese statuary, and 

in German provisions, received the visit of the 

mob; their establishments were wrecked, and 

every now and then upon the boulevard one 

came across a heap of German sausages, bottles 

of Rhine wine, broken debris of some sculp

tured manifestation of . the new art of Vienna, 

or the contents of one of the innumerable lVIaggi 

milkshops. The rioting, such as it was, could 

not be described as general, nor did Parisians 

a:5 a whole participate in it. The nndesirabb 

element to be found in ever y big city hoped to 

find in the outbreak of war some licence for 

rowdiness. Stern action by the police quickly 

brought them to their senses. With the excep

tion of about three hours' pillaging, from the 

first day of war no single d.isorderly action was 

committed in Paris up to the end of 1914. 

The gangs of hODligans were rapidly cleared 

from the streets, and Pari8 was reminded 

sternly that demonstrations of every kind, 

even t.hose in favour of France, would be sup

pressed by the authorities. Even the display 

of the French flag was forbidden, lest it rmght 

lead to any chauvinistic outbreak. The main 

streets of the capital were occupied by strong 

forces of police, while at the big centres, such 

as the Place de ]'Opera and Place de la R epub

]ique, bodies of mounted m'Lmicipal guards 

were stationed. Proclamations were issu ed 

r eminding the inhabitants of Paris that they 

were under martial law, and that any offences 

would b e punished with the utmost rigour. 

All this display of police severity was somewhat 

excessive. It was based appa.rently upon the 

menta.lity and attitude of Paris during 1870, 

and in no way took into account the changed 

spirit of La France l' ouvelle. N ever did a 

I leople or a city more quickly realize the 

absolute necessity for concentration upon the 

one aim, the defeat of Germany, than did the 

French and Paris. 

Parisians were far too busy wondering what 

was happening in Belgium and along the 

eastern frontier to have time to indulge in the 

PALAIS BOURBON, 
Where the Chamber of Deputies sits. 
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bombastic and pn,thetic d emonstrations of 

jingoism which marked the opening days of 

1870. The whole soul of France was on the 

frontier during those first dark days of August, 

and by a terrific effort of self-discipline Parisians 

succeeded in abstaini.ng from the rumour

mongering which had so disastrous an effect 

upon the morale of France in the previous 

struggle with Germany. 

The idea of a new France h ad been ridiculed 

by writers ana by events. It had been argued 

three years before the outbreak of war that the 

. attitude of the country at the time of the Agadir 

crisis marked the arrival -of a new generation 
I~ ~ 

of Frenchmen, more northern than Latin in 

character, which placed more value upon reality 

than upon theory. M. L avisse, who for many 

years had directed the training of the French 

educational corps at the Ecole N orma]e, was 

acclaimed as the main author of this new France, 

which was conscious of its power but dis

ciplined to self-restraint, eager to serve, and not 

impatient l.mder control, arrogant and eager 

for personal distinction, as 'was the generation 

of sorrow in 1870. Never was the existence 

of this new France more clearl y : .?-emonstrated 

than in the opening days of August, 1914. 

The assassination of Gaston Calmette, the 

Rochette scandal, the intrigues of the minis-

terial crises wmch followed it, were inter

preted in Germany as a sign thn,t the old 

canker still existed. With the declaration of; 

war France, as apart from her politicians, 

showed how completely erroneous was this idea. 

A city which some forty years before sW1.mg 

from the heights of delirium to the depths of 

despair on the mere circulation of a rumour 

through the cafe or the boulevard, refused to; 

be shaken in its confidence by the successive 

bull~tins of defeat and of danger published by 

the War Office, as the Germans steadily battered 

t h eir way through Liege, flooded Belgium'i 

. captured ~amur, and began what appeared to 

be an irresi t ible rush through the north of 
I 

France. 

Parisians by their attitude in August claimed 

a place of greater h onour, if of less dramatic 

importance, in history than did their fathers, 

in the siege of Paris in 1870. They had every. 

excuse for panic. The military authorities, 

t ha't the mistak es of 1870 might not be repeated,. 

enforced upon the Pr.ess of Paris a censorship

iron in its silence. Only the barest outline· 

of events was g iven out·, but it ,was enough at, 

the very outset, while the war still had as its: 

main theatre the stricken lcingdom of Belgium,. 

to prove that the concentrated effor t of every 

Frenchman and every Fren ch woman would 

25-3 
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be required if the invader was to be beaten 

back and rendered harmless for future genera

tions. With the fervour of t.heLatin and the 

calm method of the northerner, Parisians 

of every class set themselves to discover how 

best they could contribute their a id to the troops 

in the field. Innumerable committees were 

formed to look after the interests of the extremely 

varied classes of Paris. 

the attention of most. 

Hospital work claimed 

The big shops of the 

Rue de la Paix, deserted by their customers, 

became vast workshops for the manufacture 

of bandages and' n1.cdical stores. Hotels, 

emptied of their customers, were' converted 

into hospitals. In every quarter centres were 

established for the instruction of the women 

of Paris in nursing and elen~entary m edicme. ' 

The big organisations, 'such as the Croix Rouge, 

Les Dames de France, naturally absorbed most 

of the voluntary workers who at once came 

forward. Others found a fruitful field for their 

activities in numbers of charitable and patriotic 

organizations which were at once started to 

deal with requirements which were unknown 

to England, owing to the absence of universal 

service. 

Paris to the foreigner is mainly a city of 

light and of pleasure. The ' Br{tish' visitor' 

knows the Grands Boulevards between the' 

Rue Drouot and the Madeleine. He may 

know the Montmartre of the Moulin Rouge; 

he knows nothing of the vast popular quarters 

of industry of B elleville, Clignancourt and 

Clichy. The Rue d e Rivoli ends for him at the 

Louvre, and the workman's quarter of Saint

Antoine is a land h e does not visit. Paris IS 

almost as much an industrial city as our Man

chester and London. The lot of its inl1.abi

tants is just as grey, and the barrier which 

separ a tes them from starvation just as slender, 

as anywhere in industrial England. The 

departure of the breadwinner from all the 

small households of Paris brought about in 

everyone of them an economic crisis, which 

Parisians as a body by their Municipal Council 

and as individuals through organized channels 

did their b est to solve. The list of the various 

war charities started in Paris during 1914 

filled eight printed pages. There were dis 

pensaries for children, orphanages, maternal 

relief funds, soup kitchens, workshops, can

teens, shelters, clothing depots, literally by 

the hundred. Relief funds were opened for 

soldiers' families, for musical composers, for 

AUSTRIAN SHOP WRECKED BY THE PARIS MOB. 
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·a.rtists, actors, jom'nalists, "\"hose means of 

livelihood had been taken from them at the 

·outbreak of war. At the various Mai.ries 

committees of every kind were organized; men 

who were too old to serve in the firing line 

-gave up their time to the tracing of missing 

soldiers, to breaking the news to wives who had 

lost their husbands, children their father8, 

mothers their sons. 

From the very outbreak of war it became 

. apparent that special n1.easm'es would be re

quired to deal with the large colony of British 

:suhjects employed as servants, stablemen, 

coachmen, chauffeurs, and in the workshops of 

the capital, who w'ith but a day or two of warn

ing were thrown out of employment. The 

various English bodies in Paris-the Church, 

the Chamber of Commerce, members of the 

Embassy, all combined-grappled with the prob

Lems of the hour. At the main railway 

stati.ons of Paris a delegate of the British 

-colony was always to be found, to whom per

plexed British travellers overtaken by the storm 

of war while returning from their travels cO'uld 

. turn for advice or assistance. Under the lead 

. ,of the British doctors in Paris, organized pre- ' 

parations were made for the accmnmodation 

and reception of British wounded, and with the 

scanty means at its disposal the British Colony 

Aid Fund endeavoured to relieve the ' distress 

among the British poor, for whose require

ments about £500 a week was needed. The 

other foreign colonies, and especially the 

American, were not behindhand with their 

generous preparations; and foreign volunteers 

came forward from all the foreign colonies to 

offer their services to the French Army. 

The position of many foreigners ""'as ex

tremely difficult; the majority of them tried 

in vain for days to get away from the coul).try, 

but the railways were congested with military 

traffic, and the police stations were besie~ed by 

thousands of foreigners in search ·of th~ papers 

required before they would be allowed to leave 

the cotmtry. The completeness of the demand 

made upon the country's manhood by universal 

service brought about a complete stoppage of 

work in many of the Paris industries, ' and all 

the various ftmds started to relieve dist.rcsssoon 

found plenty of work tG1 do, "!'I1any of the 

tmemployed found occupation in the great 

industry of newspaper selling. The scenes m. 

the newspaper-land of Paris all day long, as, 

specia~ edition after special edition poured 

from the presses, were extraordinary. Outside 

each office large crowds of men, \yomen and 

children of all ages and of all sections of l.ife 

waited for hours and t,hen sped through the cit.y.\ 

to sell the ' very sparse news contained in the 

offi,cial · comnmn.iques. ' -Their greatest day ,'vaE' 
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. Saturday, August 8, when the n ews of the cap 

tnre of Altkirch in Alsace first r each ed Paris. 

It was spread like wildfire thr ough the city and 

l'eceived in a silen ce which would have appeared 

stran ge to one unacqu ainted 'with the develop

m ent of Fren ch ch aract er during the few 

previous y ears. 

The n ewspapers t h em selves were perhaps the 

strangest sight in Paris. N early all of them, 

fearing a p aper fa mine or lackin g labour in their 

editorial staffs and composing rooms, were forced 

to reduce the size of their papers to such an 

extent t h a t some of then1. were little larger 

t han h andbills. 

While busin ess people were coping with a ll 

t h ese difficult ies the police wer e gradually 

strengthening their h old over the inhabitants of 

the city . The en emy aliens were draft ed out 

into big .con.centration camps in t h e p rovinces. 

N eutral and allied aliens ·were slowly supplied 

with a ll the n ecessary p apers t o en able t hem t o 

r eside in Paris during the war . It was a vast 

work a ecomplish ed with much patien ce and 

efficiency b y the Paris police, wh o a t tha t time 

were an extremely able body of men. All t h e 

continental machiner y of papers of iden t i t"y 

which the trav elling Briton fOlmd so irksome 

proved of highest importance in the d ays of 

mobilization. B elated passers -by-~nd belated 

then for P aris m eant half-past t en in t he 

evening-were stopped and called upon for t h eir 

p a pers. Any on e not possessing t h e valuable 

BRITISH- YQLUNTEERS FOR q'HE FRENCH ARMY DRILLING. 
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d ocmnents was at once arrested and detained 

pending inquiry. The police during the first 

two months of the war arrested in Paris ov~r 

500 deserters, inmunera ble spies, discovered 

much illegal wireless apparatus, in.qtituted 

special motor patrols throughout Paris and its 

suburbs, seized large stocks of In.aterial suitable 

for the army belonging to a lien enemies, and 

displayed great activity in preventing food 

frauds, which were to be expected in view of t.he 

.high price of provisions. Thus during the "var 

period of 1914 over 8,000 grocers' shops were 

visited by the f<:)od inspectors. AJl this extra 

work was accomplished at the increased cost 

of only £4,000 a month, and the strain upon the 

service was not so great as might have been 

imagined, sinc crime became almost extinct. 

Paris, which up to the outbreak of war had 

b een known as the city of Apaches, the home of 

the r evolver tragedy, did not produce a single 

shooting crime throughout the first five months 

of the war. Cases of theft, which in July 

amounted to 203, fell in September to 80. 

Th::1nks to the splendid spirit. of Parisians, to 

the smooth working of all the municipal ser

vices, the whole process of mobilization inter

fered but little with any of the essential things 

of life. Every day brought forth some fresh 

change in conditions, or some int.eresting sign 

of the vastness of the struggle upon which 

Germ~ny had entered. The walls of public 

buildings became hidden under a mass of 

proclamations to the population, all of them 

businesslike, all of them dealing with something 

which was to contribute to the efficiency of the 

nation in some way or other-vaccination orders, 

the prohibition of absinthe, the destruction of 

house refuse, the use of disinfectants. 

All these regulations proved ext.remely 

effective, and the mortality statistics of Paris 

during the five months of war in 1914 were lower 

than they had been in peace. By the time all 

these preparations had been finished the Parisian, 

who had been too busy and too much occupied 

to think of more than his personal share in the 

conflict, was able to settle down to the state of 

war and to accept it as likely to be normal for 

some long time to come. 

It was on t.he 15th day of mobilization that 

. Paris had its first real personal knowledge of 

British participation in the war and its first 

glimpse of the khaki "lmiforms which became 

so familiar to them in succeeding months. 

It had been the intention of the British 

military authorities! to maintain complete 

secrecy with regard to Sir John French's visit to 

Paris, but the desire of P arisians to do honour to 

the leader of the Allied Army proved too much 

for their discretion, and on August 15 a short 

paragraph in the Paris papers announcing his 

a rrival for that day sent crowds of people up to 

t,h e Gare du N ord, there to await his arrival. 

In spite of bad weather, for more than an hour 

before the train reached the station the big 

square in front of the Gare du N ord was packed 

with reople r epresenting every class · of the 

population of Paris. The Field-Marshal was 

met at the station by M. Malvy, Minister of the 

Interior, r epresenting the French Government, 

and by Sir Francis B ertie, the British Ambassa

d or at Paris. As soon as h e emerged from 

th e station the enthusiastic crowd broke into 

applause. Some English volunteers who were 

present started to sing " God Save the King." 

The cheering stopped and the crowd listened 

bareheaded until the National Anthem was over. 

As Sir John French's motor-car passed down the 

crowded Rue Lafayette to the Embassy the 

cheering was continuous; later in the day 

Sir John French, accompanied by the British 

Ambassador and the British Military Attache, 

Colonel Yarde-Buller) was received at the 

Elysee by the President of the Republic. 

::VI. Viviani, the Prime Minister, M. Doumergue, 

::Vlinister of Foreign Affairs, and M. Messimy, 

:!\1inister of \Var, "were also present. 

It was not until the dark days which preceded 

the battle of the Marne that Parisians again had 

an opportunity of cheering representatives of our 

expeditionary corps. The latter end of August 

was passed in conditions of great secrecy and 

suspense. News was allowed to trickle out very 

s lowly, and it was only in a very gradual manner 

that it became known to Parisians that the 

Germans after their rush through Belgium had 

swept on across the French frontier, scattered 

the plucky resistance offered to their advance 

by the French and British armies along the 

Mons-Charleroi front, had overcome with but 

little trouble the defences of the fortresses of 

Namur, Maubeuge and Longwy, and had driven 

back the French invader from Alsace. The 

great dash on Paris h~d begun. 

Paris, as the widening circle of her boulevards 

t estifies, has a long record of defence. The 

war of 1914 found it in conditions very different 

from those which prevailed in 1870-71, but it 

was defended by a ring of detached forts which" 

beginning in the north at Saint Denis, forts de 
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la Briche, du N ord and de l'Est, continued 

through the forts of Aubervilliers, Romanville, 

Noisy, Rosny, Nogent, Vincennes, Charenton, 

Ivry, Bicetre, Montrouge, Vanves and Issy to 

Mont Valerien. The perimeter of these forts 

was about 34 miles. In 1914 they had become 

almost merged in suburban Paris. Since 1870 

the whole defensive scheme of the capital had 

been altered and the girdle of forts flung far 

out into the cOlmtry, so that in the north the 

line began at Damnont, continued west to 

Montlignon, Cormeilles, Saint Cyr, Buc, Villeras, 

Palaiseau, Villeneuve, Sucy, Villiers, Chelles, 

Vanjours, Stains and Ecouen. The area de

fended by these forts and b y the batteries and 

r edoubts included Enghien and Argenteuil, 

Saint Germain, Versailles and Bondy. The 

perimeter was eighty miles, and for a successful 

investment and siege operations such as those 

conducted in the Franco-Prussian war a force 

of some 500,000 men would be r equired. 

The value of these forts was completely 

uncertain. The success with which the German 

heavy artillery had demolished the defences 

of Liege, N amur and Maubeuge had shown 

fairly conclusively that the science of attack 

had been developed beyond that of defence, and 

in Paris it was generally held that, although the 

Germans would probably not atternpt or, indeed, 

need to tie up vast nunlbers of . heir armies in 

a regular investment of the city, they would 

endeavour to batter their way through one

section of the fortified line. Those latter days. 

of August were filled with fevedsh activity in 

placing the outer line of defences in a condition 

which would at least give them some chance of 

stemming the tide of i~vasion, if only for a 

while. Most energetic measures were adopted. 

To a country possessing so highly centralized 

a form of government as that given to France 

by Napoleon, to a country which, had concen

trated in its capital so much of its material and 

in~ellectual activity as France had in Paris, the 

capture of the capital would have been a 

blow of tremendous effect. To the world 

Paris was pre-eminent among cities, perhaps 

because it typified as did no other capita l 

the achievements and aspirations of the whole 

nation. And though great would have been the 

material loss enta iled by the capture of the city 

by the Germans, it would have b een as n othing 

when compared with the moral disaster and 

effect, not only throughout France and the 

allied countries, but throughout the whole 

neutral world. 

The situation was grave in the extreme. The 

French plan of campaign and the whole of its 

army organizat.ion had b een conceived in the 
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spirit of offensive. Tha.t offensive, after 

some success in Upper Alsace, had been 

more than checked; it had been broken 

under the sledge· hammer blows of Germany's 

mIllions. In spite of the dogged r esistance 

of the newly arrived British troops, of the 

fine fighting of the ·French armies, what 

was to have been an attack seemed to 

b e degenerating into a retreat. It was felt 

that in the face of these grave events it was 

necessary to give to the Govermnent a character 

more definitely representative of every section 

of national opinion. On August 26 the Prime 

Minister tendered his r esignation to the Presi

dent of the Republic, and was immediately 

entrusted by M. Poincare with the task of form

ing a new Ministry. The most important change 

was in the Ministry of War. M. Messimy was 

replaced in this portfolio by M. Miller and, who 

when previously an occupant of this office had 

done much to eradicate the old spirit of political 

distrust and agitation arising out of the Dreyfus 

trial. P erhaps the most significant alteration 

in the Ministry was the inclusion, for the first 

time with the -::!onsent of their party, of Social

ists ; M. Marcel Sembat, who succeeded 

Jaures in the leadership of the Socialist Party, 

became Minister of Public Works, and M. J uJes 

Guesde, a doctrinaire Socialist with a small 

following in Parliament, joined the Minist.ry 

without portfolio. M. D elcasse came back to 

his old post as Minister of Foreign Affa irs, from 

which he had been ,made to withdraw by Ger

man menaces over the Moroccan affair. lVI. 

Augagneur, a Socialist-Radical, took charge of 

the Navy; M. Ribot, of Finances. This was a 

Ministry of National D efence formed to pursue 

no policy save that of victory. It was well 

received by Parisians, to whom the composition 

of the Government h a d always b een a peculiarly 

Parisian affair, and in its first proclamation to 

France it laid down as follows its conception of 

the t ask b efore it: 

FRENcHMEN,-The New Government has just taken 
possession of its post of honour and of battle. The 
c01.mtry knows sh e may C01.mt upon its vigilance and upon 
its energy, and that it is d evoting i tself with a ll i ts soul 
to b el' defence. The Government knows that it can re ly 
upon the count ry ; the sons of FrancEl a re shedding their 
blood for t.heir country and for freedom. At the side 
of the heroic Belgian and Brit.ish a rmies they are with
s tanding without trembling t.he most terrible storm of 
iron. and of fire which bas ever b ~en let loose upon a 
people, and all bear themselves worthily. Honour to 
them! Honour to the living and to the dead! The 
men fall, but the nation goes on. Thanks to BO much 
heroism the final victory is assured. A battle is, now ill 
progress. It i'l important undoubtedly, but not decisive. 
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VI.'hatever may be its issue, the struggle will continue. 
France is not the easy prey she was held to be by the 
insolence of the enemy. Our duty is tragic, but it is 
simple: to repulse the invader, pursue him, save our 
soil from his contamination and liberty from his clutches, 
to endure as much as need be to the ep..d, to keep up our 
spirits and our souls above the thought of danger, to 
remltin the master!:; of our dest.iny. Mea:J.while, our 
Russian allies are marching with decis ive gait towards 
the capital of Germany, where anxiety begin~ , and are 
in6icting many reverses upon retiring troops. We shall 
ask of the country every sacrifice and every resource 
which it can give in men and energy. Therefore be 
firm and resolut.e. See to it that natIOnal life, helped 
by appr opriate financial and administrative measures, 
is not suspended. L et us have confidenco in ourselves 
and forget everything which is not our country. Look 
to the frontier. We have the method and the will; 
we shall have the victory. 

That same day it was announced that General 

Michel, the Governor of Paris, had been replaced 

by General Gallieni. This change, while it 

t.hrew no slur upon the character or professional 

ability of General Michel, nevert.heless indi

cated that the hour for decisions had struck, 

that measures for the defence of the capital had 

become a matter of urgent import.ance, and 

we,re to be pushed forward with the utmost 

rapidity and vigour. Born in 1849, General 

Gall ieni, in spite of his age, was one of the 

most active·minded officers on the army list. 

Throughout his career, which began in the war 

of 1870, he dist.inguished himself not only a8 

an artillery officer of great value, but as a 

soldier possessed of political and administ.rative 

ability of no mean order. He found a wide 

field for the exercise of his t.alent in the pacifi

cation and organization of French colonial 

possessions in Senegal, the Sudan, Martiniqne 

and Indo-China. His fame before the war 

rested chiefl.y on the order h e made out of the 

chaos existing at Madagascar after the cam.

paign of 1896. He was an ideal officer to whot1.1. 

to confide the task of the defence of Paris, t~e 

ruling of its population with firmness and yet 

with tact, with the control of the vast an.'lOunt 

of work which had to be done in very little time. 

His appointment was a clear indication of the 

imminence of the German approach. A more 

st.riking, because a more widespread, impres

sion was made upon Paris by the thousands of 

refugees who ponred into the city at about the 

same time. Earlier in August B elgian refugees 

had arrived in some nmnbers. Then had come 

a small stream of refugees from the north of 

France, and finally the roads to the north and 

east of Paris 'were dotted with the hurrying 
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processions of fleeing p easants from the neigh

bourhood of Amien s and Compiegne. These 

r efugees dotted the "i's" a nd crossed the 

" t's" of m.uch that had not h een appreciated 

at i.ts ft:tll value by the man in the s treet. The 

significance of the military .and administ.rative 

changes that had taken place was made very 

clear to all. Tho arrival of tho first German 

aer oplane confirmed the popular impression. 

It fl ew over Paris in the afternoon of August 30, 

dropping five bombs. One foIl a t the corner 

of the Rue Albouy, two burst on the Quay 

Valmy, and two others fell harmlessly in the 

same district. Very little d amage was done 

and but one life was lost. An oriflamme en

twined with German colours attached to a 

sandbag was also dropped, with the followi.ng 

message in Fren ch, sign ed by Lieuten an t von 

H eidessen: " The German Army is at the gates 

of Paris; there is nothing left to you but to 

surr ender. " 

If the gates of Paris had b een n orth of Com

pietrn e the statement might have b een regarded 

as accurate. On that day only the most 

imaginative ear could hear the faint rumble of 

the guns from the north-east, but Paris never

theless r ealised the truth of the impressio:l. 

conveyed by the first p ortion of the German 

airman 's message. Those who could afford it 

b egan to send away into the provinces their' 

wives and children, so that Paris should have as , 

fev" " useless mouths" as possible in the event 

of a siege. The visits of German aircraft were 

repeated daily. The tide of battl e rolled 

slowly n earer and nearer towards the capital.. 

In the concluding days of August preparations. 

were pushed forward for the removal of the· 

various Government offices and embassies t o· 

. B ordeaux . 

Paris, as a whole, was not taken into the· 

confidence of the Government as to its plaru; , 

and the vast work of packing up the archives of 

the various Government offices and embassies, 

of r emoving the g<?ld from the B a nk of France,. 

was conducted with the utmost secrecy. Indeed ,. 

Paris did not h ear of the departure of t.i:e 

Government lmtil it had arriv'ed in Bordean...>:,_ 

when the follo~-ing proclamation was issued : 

FRENCHME N ,-

For several weeks p ast our heroic t roop3 hm-e ' 
been engaged in d esp erate conllicts with the enemy's
army. The bravery of our soldiers h as given them at 
several points marked advantages. Up in the north 
t.he pressure of German forces has compelled us to· 
retire. This situation obliges the President of the
'Republic and t.he Governm ent to take a sorrowful. 

AVENUE. PHILIPPE A UGUSTE, 
Where a bomb was thrown from a German aeroplane. 
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decision. It is the duty of t.he public authorities, in order 
to guard the national safety, to leave Paris for the 
moment. Under the command of an eminent leader 
the French Army, full of courage and of dash, will defend 
the capital and its p a triotic population to the ut.most 
vigour. But the war must be prosecuted at the same 
time on the rest of the territory. 'Without peace or 
truce, without ceasing or faltering, the sacred struggle 
for the honour of the nat.ion and the reparation of 
violate ~l ri6hts will be continued, N one of our armies 
has been broken through. If some of them have 
suffered heavy losses the gaps have been immediately 
filled up from the depots, and the summoning of troops 
a~sures us for the morrow fresh resources in men and iT;! 

. energy. To last and to fight, such must be the mot 
d'ordl'e of the allied British, Russian, Belgian, and 
French Armies; to last and to fight while upon the sea 
the Brit.i.c::h help us to cut the communications of our 
enem ies with the world; to last and to fight "hile t.he 
Russians continue to advance in order to strike the 
decisive J:>low at the heart of the German Empire. It is 
ithe duty of the Government of the Republic to direct 
tbis obstinate resistance. Frenchmen .... wiU' rise up 

I~'verywhere for :. independence, b11£ if th'i~ formidable 
strnggle is to "e given al,l its dash and efficacy, the 
Government must remain free to act. At the request 
of the military authorities the Governmen ~, thorefore , 
transfers its residence to a spot where it can remain in. 
constant comll1lmication with the whole countr·y . It 
calls upon members of Parliament to rally round it , 
>;0 as to form with the Government and their colleagues 
in the face of t.he enemy a rampart of national unity. 
The Government only lcaves Paris after having t.aken 
a.1I prAcautions in its power for the defence of the town 
and of the entrenched camp. It knows that it need not 
recommend calm and resolution to the admirable 
Parisian poplllation, which shows every day that it is 
equal to itR greatest duties. 

Frenchmen, let u s all be worthy of t.hese tragi!: cir
cumstanceR. We shall obtain the final victory; we shall 
obtain it, by untiring will, by endurance and by t.enacit.y. 

A nation which dops not wish to perish, and which in 
order that. it may live shrinks n either from suffering nor 
from sa crifi ce, is sure of victory. 

The swiftness of the German invasion took 

Paris by surprise. On August 25 the French were 

still attacking the Gern'lans on Belgian sOl I. 

Eight days later the Allies had retreatecl to th e 

Marne, and the pursuing Germans were \yithjn 

thirty miles of Paris. Few Parisians had con

templated during the first weeks of the war the 

necessity of leaving their 'homes, but the arriva l 

of the refugees from the big northern towns 

towards the end of August brought t.he question 

of the safety of Paris home to everyone, and 

families began to pack their trunks and tri<;kle 

away to relations j'n the south and ".-est of 

.France. Few people, howe\rer, realized hoyv 

close the danger hacl already come when on 

Sunday, August 30, the new governor of Paris 

began to take the measures which precede the 

beginning of a siege by ordering all proprietors 

of buildings within the field of fire of the Pa.ri s 

forts to leave them in order that they might be 

destroyed. On the same day a German aero

plane appeared over Paris and dropped several 

bombs, toget.her with a message announcing the 

defeat of the French and Russian Armies, and 

declaring that the Germans were at the gates of 

Paris. 'Then began the exodus of the popul a 

tion, and for a week roads, railways and ri\'(:,l's 
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bore thOl.lSAnds Hnn tbousands of people of a ll 

classes tOvvC:;\,ld the south. The humbler :,;ort, 

to whom Paris meant a livelihood, thought of 

1870 and the hardships of the siege, and without 

reasoning much whether history was likely to 

repeat itself, took what valuables and necessities 

they could carry in their hands and transported 

themseh-cs as best they could to parents or 

relation.s in the cOlmtry; the wealthy bourgeois 

r etired en valegiattwe with less dignity and com

fort than u sual. The departure of the Govern

ment carried all the official classes in a flood to 

Bordeaux. 

The railway stations were; crowded. The 

companies sold only a limited number of 

tickets cach day. Y et from morning till night 

there was always a long line of people waiting to 

take their turn at the booking-office. The trains 

,vere packed, and in the hot September weather 

the sufferings of the refugees, wedged by th e 

dozen in the crowded carriages and deprived 

for many hours of all food or drink, were often 

considerable. Those who could find horses or 

motor-cars left the city by road, but the advan

tage of the rich in this respect was minimized 

by the difficl:uty of obtaining petrol and by a 

decree which allowed no motors to leave Paris 

without a special pass. Many English residents 

took advantage of a river steamboat plying 

on the Seine to reach Havre by river. 

For a day or two it must have seemed as if 

everybody in Paris was leaving the capital, 

such was the rush to escape to the cOlmtry before 

t.he att.ack on the city began. As a matter of 

fact, it was calculated that by September 8 out 

of the normal population of 2,800,000 over a 

million had departed. Besides these, many 

thousands of. refugees from the towns and 

villages to the north swelled the crowds that 

poured into the railway stations and out of the 

gates. 

Those that. were left found themselves in a 

Paris ,,-hich- they could hardly recognize. 

l\'f ost of the population which remained 

consisted of working-class p eople whose labours 

were essential to the life of the city, but 

whose presence did not make itself felt in the 

streets except at certain times of the day~ 

The boulevards in the middle of the morning 

came to be more like the streets of a country 

town than those of the capital of France; in 

tIl e evening, after 10 o'clocl,;:, they were as 

deserted as at the most lonely homs of the 

night. }\Irore shops were shut than ever; there 

,,,as little buying and selling, the shopgirls in the 

big stores sat together sewing behind their 

BELGIAN REFUGEES IN PARIS. 
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-counters, and there were few customers to 

interrupt their work. Most of the Paris news

papers had moved their offices with the Govern

.ment . to Bordeaux, or to one of the other chief 

provincial cities. Some of them appeared 

-sirn ultaneously at Paris and Bordeau..x. The 

. Journal des Debats, the oldest newspaper in 

France, announced that it would continue to be 

published in Paris "so long as it is materially 

possible," and M. Arthur Meyer, the veteran 

.editor of the Gaulois, declared his intention of 

-remaining in Paris in 1914 as he had done in 

1870. 

But newspapers had ceased for the moment 

to count for much in the life of Paris. People 

,had begun to look elsewhere for news than in 

the Press. Was not the cannon audible daily 

-from the height of Montmartre? Did not 

German aeroplanes flyover the houses and drop 

.d eath-dealing bombs from day to day? The 

news was in the air of Paris itself and not in the 

papers. Stragglers from the battles in the 

'north, with tales of the fighting, were to be m et 

anywhere III the chief streets; dusty and sun

burnt figures in khaki wandered in, tasted for a 

-few hours of the lavish hospitality which the 

people of Paris meted out to the chance-met 

British soldier, then reported themselves at the 

.military headquarters, and were sent westward 

to Le Mans, whither the British base had been 

moved from Havre. 

From the tales of these stragglers, however 

garbled and fragmentary, Paris could gain 

much comfort. It learned that the Allies were 

far from having been defeated and crushed . 

There was not a soldier who came into Paris 

from tbe front who would not assure his anxious 

questio::Jers that the armies, in spite of their 

hurried retreat from the frontier, were full of 

fight, and that the Germans were being drawn 

into a trap and would meet disaster before long. 

How near these assert,ions were to the truth was 

to be shown. For the moment, however, re

assuring as they sounded, they were difficult to . 

harmonize with the very evident advance of 

the German armies nearer and nearer to Paris. 

On the day the Government left the capital for 

Bordeaux, German troops had reached the line 

Chantilly-Senlis, roughly 25 miles from the gates 

of Paris, and an engagement had taken place 

just to the north of these tvvo towns which had 

resulted in a further l'etreat of the French. 

The news was brought into Paris on Thursday 

morning by the streams of refugees, who had 

seen columns of smoke rising over the tree:::; 

behind them as they trudged sO'-!thward along 

the dusty roads. The minds of the people of 

Paris were torn with a}:lxiety. Was an attempt 
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to be made tQ defend the city, or was it to be 

abandoned to the enemy, to feel, like Brussels, 

the ignominy of a German force of occupation? 

Their doubts were soon settled by a stirring 

proclamation of General Gallieni, declaring his 

intention to resist to the last: 

. " To THE ARMY OF PARIS AND THE POPULA

TION OF PARIS! 

" The members of the Government of the 

Republic have left Paris in order to give a new 

impl..use to the national defence. 

" I have received the order to defend Paris 

.against the invader. 

" This order I shall fulfil to the end. 

" GALLIENI." 

" The )\,Iilitary Governor of Paris Commanding 

the Army of Paris. 

,. PARIS, September 3, 1914. 

A great bat.tle seemed imminent on the 

northern fringe of Paris. The average Parisian 

had . gleaned little idea of the actual position of 

the armies from the scanty information com

municated in the official bulletins. It was 

imagined that the whole of the German army 

of invasion was marching straight upon Paris, 

.and that the left wing of the Allies would with

-draw within the entrenched camp to defend it. 

As a matter of fact, General J afire had decided 

to divert the whole of the Allied army which 

had faced the Ger~ans on' the frontier to ' the ' 

east of Paris,. and to retire successively on the 

Marne, the Aube, the Seine, and if necessary 

the Loire, and to draw on the enemy till his 

position h ad been rendered so precarious by the 

lengthening of his lines of communication that 

he could be attacked with a certainty of success . 

A n ew army, the Sixth, had b een formed to the 

north-west of Paris, partly of first, partly of 

second, line troops. It was placed under the 

command of Gen eral Manoury, and its role 'was 

to protect the capital and to operate on the 

flank of the Germans. I t was a portion of thi.s 

army which had engaged the right wing of the 

German.s at Senlis. As the left of the main 

Allied army drew . south through Meaux and 

Coulomrniers_ Manoury's divisions spread in a 

screen eastwards round Paris waiting for the 

attack on the capital to begin. To their amaze

ment the French scouts' found the Germans 

leaving the acknowledged goal of their invasion 

on their right, and pushing across the Marne 

to smash the army which was retreating before 

them. On September 6, when the bulk of the 

pursuing German.s had crossed the Marne, 

General Manoury's army, which had been 

designated the Army of Defence of Paris, ad

vanced out of the entrenched camp and fell upon 

their right flank on the Ourcq. 

All this, however, was unknown to the people 

A T THE GARE DU NORD. 
Orphan children in the Customs Officers' Rooms. 
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of Paris. They pictured the German Arm y 

trying to force a way through the out·er ring of 

forts, battles bloodier t h an those of 1870 b ei.ng 

fought in the- northern sub'urbs and howit zer 

shells raining into the streets. The prepara

tions for the defence were wa t ch ed with eager 

interest. In this direction the vigorous p er 

sonalityof General Gallieni and his strong gr asp 

of essentials made themselves felt from the 

beginning. 

Signs were at once forthcoming t o show t hat 

the defence and protection of P aris h ad been 

thought out in its sm allest details . The 

act ivities of the forem ost scouts of the German 

Army, the aeroplan es, ,;ver e soon check ed b y 

the organization of a squadron of Allied m achines 

which patrolled the a ir, and gave chase to the 

intruders when ev er t h ey appeared. Step s were 

taken to ensure tha t oth er hostile emissaries 

did not spy upon the city by simpler m eans. 

A muuber of the ga t es were c losed, and the 

pl1ssage of persons in and out of the others was 

carefully ch ecked; none except soldiers were 

allowed in at night. The fortifioations, from 

t he old ramparts to the outermost forts , were 

extended and in1proved. N a v a.l guns were 

hurri ed up from Brest to r eplace t h e older 

cannon. Minefields were la id and barbed-wire 

en tan glem ents er ected . New outworks were 

con structed . Nearer h ome the approach es to 

t h e gates were b a rricaded, and an army of 

v ohmteer 'workers was set clearing the field of 

fi re· r ound t h e inner forts and digging vast 

entren chments. Stores were assembled in case 

of an investmen t . The working p eople of P aris 

\"at ch ed t h ese prep ara tions intently, fascinat.ed 

b y the possibilities which loomed b efore them. 

The clear SLUIlmer w'eather encouraged ch eerful 

n ess. They jested as they stooped to the spade 

in t h e n ew t ren ch es outside the rampar ts, 

wondering t be while in t h e b ott om of their 

h ear ts wh a t was going to come of it all. 

The corrun uniq ue of September 4 h a d an

n ounced that t h e armies outside P aris were n o 

longer in contact, and as y et n o d et ails of fresh 

fighting h a d come in from the direction from 

which the cannon h a d b een h eard. The Tmus 

division of Colonial troops had been rush ed up 

from Marseilles on the 3rd to r einforce the 

Paris army, but for the present they were known 

t o be still quartered in t he nor t h-cast ern 

suburbs. 

There were two days of susp en se. Nothing 

happened, or rather nobody knew what was 

happening. The r efugee-tra ins s till s t eam ed 

southward day and night p ack ed wi th stifled 

Parisians. A T a ube or two tried aga in to 

show themselves over P aris and 'were brought 

down in the suburbs. It was r eported that the 

fort of Chell es, to the eas t, had open ed fire on a 

p arty of Germans which h ad come wit hin range: 

That was a ll. At last, on Sept ember 6, came 

.a lit t le piece of n ews. T o the p opulation of 

P aris it conveyed little, yet it was welcome, if 

only as indicating t h a t t h e dan ger which they 

h ad b een fe~ring from m oment t o moment was, 

for a few days at any r ate, p ootpon ed. It was 

announced tha t t h e Army of P aris had advan ced 

t o t h e Our cq, and h a d come into con tact with 

t h e forces covering the German left wing. 

If they had only known it, it was the begm~ 

ning of the victory of the Marne. The time 

h a d come to strike. The b low was b eing d e· 

livered which was to arr~st the German s in full 

advancE' . For the n ext three d ays Gen era l 

':\lanoury's army pounded the German flank. 

General von Kluck transferred a division from 
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his centre to stave off this attack on his left. 

The attack continued: the German flank was 

again reinforced. The issue of the whole 

hattle from Paris to Verdun began to depend 

upon the ability of the Germans to maintain 

their front beyond the Marne while warding off 

the attack of the Army of Paris on the Ourcq. 

General Manoury began to be very hard pressed. 

He appealed to General Gallieni to s'end him any 

reinforeenwnts he possibly could. General 

Gallieni had at his disposal the newly arrived 

Tmus clivision. A req·uisition order was issued 

by telephone to the taxicab companies of Paris. 

In a few hours between two and three thousand 

taxicabs had been withdrawn from the streets; 

the Zouaves from Tunis were packed into them 

and whirled off to the battlefield. Thus it came 

about that on Tuesday, September S, those 

battalions which five days before had marched 

so gaily through the streets of Paris, were 

clinging to the villages on the downs above 

Meaux in the face of a diabolical fire and un

supported by artillery, while the weakened 

German centre was driven by the British across 

the Petit Morin, and rolled back farther still by 

the French Fifth Army at Esternay and Mont

rnirail. 

The reports of the fighting which drifted into 

Paris were fragmentary and confused. I t was 

only gradual1y, as J offre's dispatches spoke in 

fuller and fuller detail of the enemy's hurried 

retreat and the losses which had heen inflicted 

on him, .that the people began to realize the 

greatness of the victory. The news even then 

was received with rem.arkably little excitement. 

The victory was accepted with pride and 

thankfulness, but there was as little emotion 

over the advance as there had been over the 

retreat. The French nation had changed much 

since 1870: a stouter generation and a graver 

spirit had arisen. Perhaps, too, there was some 

foreboding of the hard and bitter struggles still 

to come. 

When the victory of the Marne was complete 

an~ the trains of prisoners and captured war 

material began to roll into Paris, those among 

the population who had elected to §ltay at home 

and risk the conling of the Germans had good 

reason to congratulate thm:nselves on the 

sagacity of their choice. During the period 

of ten days in wluch the issue of the battle was 

uncertain, residence in Paris had entai led none 

of the discomforts and inconveniences which 

the refugees had pictured as they crowded into 

the trains for Marseilles, N antes and Bordeaux. 

Communications with the north and east of 

France were, of course, cut off. A somewhat 

precarious train service .was maintained by a 
devious route to Dieppe and Havre, whence 

boats sailed for England. The Germans had 

blown up a bridge.at Pontoise and their patrols 

had pushed as far as the Lower Seine, so a 

guard of soldiers was placed on every train 

which went out of St. Lazare station, and the;-e 

was always the possibility of a surprise attack. 

However, in spite of the diffic·ulty of communi-

BORDEAUX. 
The Prefecture. 
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cations, Paris continued to he supplied regu

larly with all that she needed in the way of 

provisions from the country, and the prices of 

food hardly rose at all. As the days passed by 

land the possibility of a siege disappeared, the 

population began t.o plume itself on its sang

/roid, and make a positive parade of it. 

Enterprising 111.erchants hired out chairs and 

opera-glasses at points of vantage when the 

German warplanes paid their occasional visits 

to the city, and the picture postcards, which 

had succeeded the comic papers as the organs 

of popular humour, began to poke fun at those 

whose exodus from Paris had been too hurried 

to be dignified. 

Business men came back to their shops 

and offices, and it was not long before the 

city began to fill again. There was plenty of 

work for the women to do in the hospitals and at 

the public. relief centres. Previous to the battle of 

the Marne all the wounded had been sent as far 

west and south as possible, but now that the 

capital was safe, thousands of cases from the 

Marne were poured into the innumerable 

hospitals that had been prepared for them in 

the schools and hotels there. All the charitable 

and public-spirited energy which the mobiliza

tion had called forth among those who did not 

go to the front broke out again after the victory 
of the l\'Iarne. 

Paris society, whether at home or at Bor

deau-~, forgot its usual preoccupations and 

threw itself heart and soul into work for the 

war. The theatres were still closed. There 

was no autumn salon, and the Grand Palais 

became a hospital. The fashionahl e dress

makers' shops became centres where ladies met 

together to work at supplying warm garments 

and underclothing to the army in view of the 

approaching winter. These ouvroirs, which 

were eFitablished all over Paris, served the 

double object of supplying the articles necessary 

for the soldiers and of giving work to countless 

poor women who would otherwise have been 

without employment. 

There were two armies of sufferers to be 

thought of, those in the hospitals and on the 

field of battle, and those who, owing to the 

dislocation of business, were left without the 

means of gaining a living. A Commission was 

appointed by the Government to consider how 

bUB.iness COl..lld b est b e s timulated and what 

coulrl be done to mitigate unemployment. 

Gradually trade began to revive and settle 

down into an approximately normal course ; 

the d emand for labour slowly reduced the 

supply available; many , shops reoppned, and 

Paris r esun1.ed a more usual aspect. Even so, 

the amount of suffering and misery among the 

poorer classes was very large. Many families. 



THE TIMES HIS TORY OF THE WAR. 467 

all the males of which were at the front, were 

left entirely without income, and the wives and 

'mothers had t.o shift as best they could. The 

situation was faced by the women of France 

with a courage and cheerfulness which equalled 
if not surpassed the fortitude of their husbands 

and sons before the grim ordeal of the trenches. 

A spirit of comradeship and ~ympathy sprang 

up between rich and poor, which was one of the 

noblest outcomes of the war. Bereavement 

proved to be a bond which drew women of an 

classes close together; the lady of fashion took 

her dressmaker and h er concierge into h er con

fidence, and the difficulties and the crises which . 

the hour brought forth were faced together. 

The thousands of artists and artists' models 

who inhabited the Quartier Latin vvere as hard 

hit as any section of the population. Poor and 

improvident as a class even in ordinary times, 

the altered conditions of .wartime bore, pecu

liarly heavily upon them. The way in which 

the trials of the situation were met was charac

t eristically picturesque. Studio canteens were 

established by a confederation of artists, where 

members of their trade could get meals t at the 

smallest possible cost, or for nothing at -all if 

necessary. The funds .' were originally supplied 

by some wealthy American art students and 

patrons, but the canteens in time practically 

supported themselves. Certain artists and 

their wives .visited the markets with a handcart 

and bought up meat and vegetables in quantity, 

others prepared the meals, and yet others 

served them. The charity and .energy of' all 

were combined for the common good, and penni

less painters, art students, and models, all 

gathered together: (to share it ~ in studios con

v erted for the time into dining-rooms. 

So Paris lived on, adapting itself as best. it 

might to war conditions; very different, indeed, 

from its normal self in time of p eace, but strug

gling always to preserve s~:nne of its character

istic gaiety. To those who . had known it at 

other times, there were many unusual sights. 

Officers -:and soldiers in English and B elgian . 

lmiforms came to be among the familiar fep.tures 

of the street. Particularly popular with the 

Parisians were the LondonScottish,part of whose 

1st battalion wasforsometime quartered inParis. 

They arrived.soon after the battle of the Marne, 

and were given t he unpleasant duty of burying 

th(~ dead, who for weeks ;after the fighting was 

finished still lay thick on the field of battle. 

L ater the London Scottish were employed as 

military police, and every evening th!=lir patrols 

used . to go the rounds of the cafes and music 
halls on the look-out for Brit.ish soldiers. 

If, was not long before the life of the capital 

waR resumed in Paris. Ten days or so after 

the German retreat to the fusne, President 

Poincare left Bordeaux for a motor tour on the 

front of the armies. In the course of this tour 

he came to Paris, and thQugh his return was 

without any ceremony, it prepared the way for 

the g~adual transfer of the chief elements of the 

Government back to their ordinary homes. 

The Ministries themselves were the last to move, 

but long before the Chamber assembled for an 

extraordinary session just before Christm£ s, 

all that counted in the official and political 

society of Paris had already come back from 

Bordeaux. The severity of the war regime 

was relaxed. Although until t·he beginnirg 

of 1915 Paris was still nominally in the zone of 

the arn'1ies, the regulations with regard to pass

ports for going in and out of the gates were not 

strictly observed, and the cafes and restaurants 

were allowed to remain open later than at the 

beginning of the war. Some of the theatres 

were opened, and efforts were made in different 

WOMAN WORKING TRAMWAY POINTS 
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GERMAN RESERVISTS LEAVING 
POTSDAM IN A TRAIN THAT 

DID NOT GET TO PARIS. 

d irections as Christmas drew near to give the 

capital something of its n ormal appearance. 

PARIS-BoRDEAUX. 

In . September, 44 years before, t h e seat of 

the French Government had been removed 

from Paris to Tours, and later on, in December, 

from Tours to BordealL",(. Different, indeed, 

were the conditions when President Poincare 

and his Ministers decided to withdraw from the 

capital, where their presence C011ld but serve to 

hamper military operations, by forcing the 

Generalissimo to detach fron1. the main armies 

a force for the protection of the chief of the 

State, which might have found n:1ore useful 

occupation in the prosecution of the main 

object of the operations-the defeat of the 

German armies in the field. The Government's 

decision to leave the capital was criticised with 

some bitterness when after the victory of the 

Marne it became apparent that Paris had been 

in no danger. This wisdom after the event 

does not, however, alter the facts of the situation, 

which was lmdoubtedly r,;erious. It was felt 

that in the comparatively calm atmosphere of 

Bordeaux, far frOln the n1.enac.e of German 

occupation, the Government, supported by the 

D eputies who gathered to its call, would be 

able more tranquilly to continue the work of 

organization, more efficiently to do all that was 

really asked of it at that moment-to give the 

army in the field everything it r~quired; in 

fact to organize victory. 

T he President of t h e Republic and Mme. 

Poincare, accompanied by Ministers, left Pans 

on September 2, at 11 o'clock in the evening, 

from the Gare d' Auteuil, and did not arrive 

WOUNDED TURCOS. 
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until noon the following day at Bordeaux; 

the special train having taken 23 hours on a 

journey usually accomplished in 10 or 11 

hours, so great was the block of military and 

R ed Cross traffic on the line. He was greeted 

on his arrival by General Ourdard, commanding 

the 18th region, the Prefect, the Mayor, and 

the chief civil authorities of t.he town and the 

province. The Girondin capital formed in 

many ways an ideal site for a temporary seat of 

government. Most of it was built at a ·time when 

the great merchants of Bordeau..'C were at the 

height of their power and their wealth. It 
posi?esses an tllusually large number of fine 

public buildings and magnificent private houses. 

The public buildings were by the time the 

Ministry arrived already in possession of the 

removal people; huge furniture vans disgorged 

bale after bale of official documents, and the 

spectacle of Paris arriving at Bordeaux, tragic 

though was the hour, was not without its in

congruous humour. The President of t.he 

Republic was given dignified lodging in the 

residence of the Prefect. But the Ministry of 

'Var, which required a vast amOtllt of space, 

was accommodated in the Faculty of Letters, 

where, in a mingled smell of zoology and 

ohemistry, amid plastered casts of antiquity, 

blackboards, and all the paraphernalia of higher 

education, bewildered 

for some days to 

officers endeavoured 

get their services 

running smoothly again. The embassies and 

legations, with the exception of those of the 

United States, Spain, Denmark and Norway, 

went to Bordeaux with the Government with 

which thEiy were accredited. Thus the British 

ambassador, Sir Francis Bertie, and the whole 

of his staff, travelled down in the diplomatic 

train which followed the Presidential special to 

Bordeaux. M. Geusttier placed his magnificent 

house in the Cour d' Albret at the ambassador's 

disposal. The Consulate in Paris was 'left so 

that British subjects in need of assistance could 

obtain it. Unfortunately it was hurriedly 

closed a day or two afterwards, and eventually 

Sir Henry Austin Lee, the British commercial 

attache, returned to Paris to look after British 

interests. 

The journey down to Bordeaux was no com

fortable business. The diplomatic train took 

about 24 hours to reach its destination, and for 

a long time after its arrival terrible stories 

were told of Excel~encies sitting five a-side, 

and fighting with third secretaries at wayside 

refreshment roon~s for a scrap of something to 

eat. Following the lead given by the Govern-
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ll')ent, thousands of Parisians and foreigners 

crowded down to Bordeaux. As the train ser

vice was extremely faulty, the journey in some 

cases taking no less than 36 hours, all who 

could possibly afford it travelled by road. It 

was a strange journey. Every imagin?-ble kind of 

motor-car was whirling along under a blazing Slill 

towards the Atlantic. The roa d to Bordeaux took 

th ese h urried travellers through Versailles, where 

they had to run the gauntlet of much good

hwnoured and some bitter chaff from the troops 

of the army of Paris, which were later on. to free 

Paris from the threat of occupation. "Bon 

jour, les froussards, " " Ab, les riches fuyards ! " 

VVhen motor-cars slowed up at guarded level · 

crossings, the occupants had to enter into 

somewhat painful conversation with the reser

vists on duty. The road was marked every now 

and again by some tragic breakdown. Families 

of seven or eight crowded into a Paris taxicab, 

which in those days was only nominally built 

to accommodate fonr, were to be seen seated 

by the si de of the road some two hundred miles 

from their destination, with the taxicab they 

had chartered put complytely out of action by 

the mishap of collision. The heat was tremen

dous, and burst tyres were of such frequency 

that after the· first four days of the flight not 

another tyre was to be found along the whole 

road from Paris to Bordeaux. All the towns 

along the route, Orleans, Tours, Poitiers and 

Angouleme, were so crowded that in many a 

private house there were five or six p eople 

sleeping in a room. BordealL'{ itself rose nobly: 

to the occasion. Most of the hotel accommoda

tion had already b een booked by the Ministers, 

officials, D eputies and Senators, and diplc

matic people before the departure of the 

Government had been · annolillced. The thou

sands of private individuals, business men, and 

lninor Governn1ent officials, who were, or, 

thought themselves, obliged to follow the 

Government in its retreat were accommodated 

by private .. individuals and boarding-house 

keepers. The restaurants opened up new 

rooms, the cafes extended their terraces, and 

after the fir3t few days all the material discom

fort of life had disappeared. It did not take 

the Parisians very long to make of Bordeaux 

another Paris. Many of the newspapers, whose 

circulation to the provinces from Paris had 

b een stopped by reason of the rem.oval of one 

of the big distributing firms, transferred their 

whole staff to Bordeaux, where there were two 

or . three printing works of lillusua l size. Local 

newspapers, L a GiTOnde, La France and La 

L iberte du Sud Quest, tendered their hospitality 

to their wandering Parisian confreres, which 

included L e Temps, Le Figaro, L e Matin, the 

E cho de Paris, and the Paris Da'ily ll1ail. 

The people of BJrdeam( live well. They have 

a generous open-hearted hospitality, which goes 

RESERVISTS LEAVING PARIS. 
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with the growing of good .. wine. Bordelais 

cooking fills a large chapter in the French 

cuisine. It is an agreeable and a beautiful 

city, with fine squares and graceful gardens, 

and the comments of the Parisians of Paris on 

the Parisians of Bordeaux were not lacking in 

a certain cheerful malice. Superficially, there 

certainly was in the first three or four days of 

Paris at Bordeaux: an air of unusual gaiety. At 

the Chap on Fin, the restaurant patronized by 

the Government and diplomats, the crowded 

terrace of the Cafe de BordeatDc resounded with 

gossip and chatter. It would have formed a 

fine subj ect for the pencil of the famous Fren ch 

cartoonist Sem. He would have found there 

all the types and persons whom he caricatured 

in Paris; the dandy, politician, the actors and 

actresses of the CorrH~d ic Franyaise .and of less 

recognized .theatres, D eputies and Senators, 

jourmiJists; in fact a small edition of tout 

Paris . After the first few days, however, when 

people had settled down and were no longer 

overwhelmed with surprise at the sight of a 

familiar face and impelled by the desire to 

exchange the most confidential conversations 

with persons whose acquaintance in Paris they 

had not wished to cultivate, this fever of excite

m ent died away and the thoughts of the exiled 

Parisians turned to their imm.ediate concerns. 

The first act of the Government on reaching 

Bordeaux was to close by decrees the sitting 

of Parliament, which had technically remained 

open since August 4. This was a measure 

which took some Deputies by sUrprise and 

caused a certain amotmt of indignation. 'iVhy, 

they asked, were we iPtvited to follow the 

Government here, and immediately told upon 

our arri.val that we are no longer wanted? 

Some members of Parliament decided that 

since they were not wanted at Bordeaux 

they could employ themselves usefully in 

their constituencies, all of which had their 

own special problem arising out of the war, 

due either to an inrush of refugees, the 

menace of occupation, or the care for the 

wounded. A few, however, determined to stay 

on in BordealL'X: and to form there some kind 

of Parliamentary existence. The personnel of 

the Chamber and of the Senate had, of course, 

accompanied the Goverm:nent. They obtained 

the use of two music halls, the All:ambre and 

the Apollo, and there they proceeded to make 

a few changes, so as to be ready for any forma} 

sittings of Parliament. 

The opinion of the whole country viewed 

with some dismay the prospect of the resump

tion of Parlia;nentary proceedings while the 

decisive battle: which vvas to free Paris from 
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OUTSIDE THE AMERICAN HOSPITAL. 

M. Poincare (left) being welcomed by Mr. Herrick, the American Ambassador (extreme right). 

the invader, was still in progress. Most of the 

Deputies themselves, aware of the fact that it 

was not a · time for talking, were either fighting 

in the field or were active in helping their 

constituents in their many difficulties. After 

some talk the whole project for holding a Par

liamentary session at Bordea1.L'C was abandoned 

in favour of a lecture tour by D eput ies, an idea 

which in its turn was also given up. Bordeaux, 

far from the scenes of operations) after the first 

bustle of the move, dropped into its usual 

pleasant lethargy and ceased to occupy any 

prominent position in the chronicles of the war 

save as the seat of government. 

Almost as quietly as Ministers had left for 

Bordeaux they returned to the capital. . The 

1\1inistries returned in straggling formation in 

the latter half of December, and all were present 

in Paris in time for the opening of Parliament 

on December 22, which was again the scene of 

a m emorable sitting, which afforded the French 

Government as truly representative of the 

Fren ch people an opportunity of showing to 

the world its resolution to press on to the final 

victory, its confidence in itself · and in its Allies 

in the prosecution of the same_ There was a 

slight and subtle , change in the atmosphere of 

the Howse. At the previous sitting on August 4, 

on the outbreak of hostilities, there was a 

solemnity in the a tmosphere due to the fact 

that (';very man and woman present was still 

under the im pression of the first shock of events. 

The hour which everyone had discussed, but 

which none in France had felt to be in his indi-. 

vidual fate, had come at last, and confident 

though the Fren ch 'were in the justice of t heir 

cause and in its ultimate triumph, n one knew 

then the nature and the magnitude of the sacri

fices which would be demanded of them ; 'nor, 

it ,may be said, the strength with whi ch t hey 

would b e borne. By the end of the year every 

man felt that he knew the worst. E ven under 

the h eaviest blows from the German sledge

hammer the spirit of' France had n ot falt.ered. 

The rush upon Paris had been stemmed, the 

legend of German infallibility for ever sh at 

t ered on the Marne, the Germans' staying 

power had been proved to b e no greater than 

that of the French in the . long drawn out and 

furious fighting on the Yser, , the enemy's 

offensive h ad been broken, and to use Gen eral 

J ofire's phrase, his defences were being" nibbled 

away" bit by bit. The dead silence which 

marked the assembling of D eputies for the sit 

ting of August 4 was replaced by the cheerful 

exchange of n ews from the front, brought by 

many D eputies who returned from the trenches 

to take part in the session. On every . hand 



THE TIMES HISTORY OF THE WAR. 473 

there was reason for confiden ce. In the vacant 

seat 3 of ' the t h ree D eputies wh o h ad fallen in 

battle the Chamber saw a m ore t an gible sign than 

it u su ally was given of its p ersonal participation 

in the affairs of t h e n a tion. Those three vacan t 

seat s gave t o the opening address of the P resi

d ent of t h e Ch a mber , M. D eschanel, a realis-tic 

note of sincerity. While mourning their loss h e 

gloried in t h eir end . To the Prime Minist er, 

M. Vivi ani , one of the finest Parliamentary 

ora tors of his day , fell the duty of stating again 

the aim and poJicy of Fran ce and of h er Allies. 

H e did so in lan guage which b y its similarity 

to tha t u sed by Mr. Asquith, in an earlier 

d eclar ation a t Guildhall, constit uted a most 

striking proof tha t five months of bitter 

warfare, with its constant opportunities of 

friction b etween Allies, esp ecia lly l.mder t he 

stress of r etreat, h a d but consolida t ed t he 

purpose of Great Britai.n and Fran ce. Mr . 

li.squith, speaking at the Guildh all, on Novem

ber 9, declared: 

" V,To sh all n ever sh eath t he sword which we 

have n ot ligh t ly drawn lmtil B elgium r ecovers 

in full measure all and more than all tha t sh e 

h as sacrificed, unt il Fra n ce is adequately 

secured against the men ace of aggression , until 

the rights of t h e sm aller nationali t ies of Europe 

are placed upon an unassailable foundation, 

and until the military domination of Prussia 

is wholly and finally destroyed. " 

The p ar allel p aseage in M. Viv iani's sp eech. 

was as follows : 

" France, in accor d with h er Allies, will not 

.lay down h er ~rms until sh e has avenged out 

r aged right, regained for ever the provinces 

ravish ed from h er by force, r estored to h er oic 

B elgium the fullness of h er material p r osp erity 

and h er poli t ical independen ce, and broken 

Prussian militarism." 

The follo wing are the prin cipal passages of 

the speech: 
This comm un ication is n ot th e cU:'3tom ary d eclarat·ion 

in which a Governmen t, present.ing itself to Parliam ent 
for the firs t time, d efines i ts policy . F or the moment 
t·h ere 1S but one policy-a relen tless fight until Europe 
a t,tstins d efini te liberat.ion g uaranteed by a complet.ely 
y ict.orions peacl'. That was t h e cry uttered by all 
w hen , in t h e si tting of Aug ust 4, a sacred union arose, 
as the Presiden t of the R epublic h as so well said, which 
will t hrou gh out history rem ain an h onour to r,h e country . 
It is t,hl' cry which fi ll Fren chmen repeat afte r h a ving 
put 'an end to t h e d isagreements which h av e 3 0 often 
embittered our heart.s and which a blind en em y took for 
irrem edi.'lble di vision. It is t h e cry tha t rises from th e 
glorious t renches into which Fran ce h as thrown a ll her 
yout h, a ll he r manh ood . 

B efo re this u nexp ecte d upri"ing of n a t ion a l feeling, 
Germany h as been t roubled in Ghc int oxication of h er 

THE STRASBURG STATUE . 
P~trjotic demonstration when French troops entered Alsace. 
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dream of victory. On the first day of th e conflict "h e 
denied right, appea led to force, .fl outed history, and, in 
order to viola t e the neutrality of B elgium and to in vad e 
Fran ce, inyoked the law of self-interest a lone. Since 
then her Government, learning that it h ad to reckon 
with the opinion of the world, has recen t ly attemp ted 
to put h er conduct in a bett er light by trying to throw 
t he responsibility for the war u p on t.he Allies . But 
through all the gross fa lsehoods, which fail to d eceive 
even the most credulous, the truth h as become apparent . 
All the documents publish ed by the n a tion i' interested, 
and the remarkable sp eech made the other day at Rome 
b y one of the most illustrious representatives of the 
noble Italian n a tion , d emonstrate that for ·a l<mg time 
our enemy has intended a coup de force . If it were 
necessary, a i:' ingle one of these documents would suffice 
t o enlighten the world. vVhen, at the suggestion of the ' 
English Government, all the nat.ions concerned were 
asked to suspend their milita ry preparations and en ter 
into negotiations in London, F!"ance and Russia on 
July 31, 1914, adhered to this proposal. Peace would have 
been saved even at thi'3 lasb moment, if Germany had 
conformed to this proposal. But Germany precipitated 
matters. She declared war on Russia on August 1 and 
made aB appeal to arms inevit,able. And if Germany 
by her diplomacy killed the germ of p eace , it is because 
for more than 40 years she h ad untiringly pursued her 
aim, which was to crush France in order to achieve the 
enslavement of the world. 

Since, in spite of their attachment to peace, France 
and her Allies have been obliged to endure war', they will 
wage it to the end. Faithful to the sign a ture which she 
set to the treaty of September 4 last, in which she en
gaged her honour-that is to say, her life-France, in 
accord with h er Allies, will not lay down her arms until 
she has avenged outraged right, regained for ever t,he 
province,; torn from her by force, rest.ored to h eroi c 

B elgium th e fulln ess of h er materia l prosperi ty and h er 
p oli t ical indep enden ce, and brok en Prussian .m ilit a rism, 
so tha t on the basis of justice sh e may rebuild a re
gen erated Europe. 

This plan of war and this plan of p eace a re not in
spired by :cmy presumptuous h op e. W e h ave t h e 
cer tainty of su ccess. ' Ve owe thi~ certainty t o the whole 
a rmy, t o t h e navy which in conjun ction with the English 
n avy gives u s the mast ery of the sea, to the troop s 
whic.h h av e repulsed in Morocco attacks that will n ot be 
rep eated. W e owe it t o the soldiers who are d efending 
our flag in those distant. colonies of France, who, on the 
first day thab war broke out, turned with patriotic 
affection towards the mother country ; we owe it to ' our 
army, whose h eroism in numerous combats has been 
guided by their incomparable chi efs from the v ictory 
on the Marne t,o the vict ory in Flanders ; we owe it to 
the nation, which has equalled th a t h eroism with union 
in silence and quiet trust in critical h ours , 

Thus we have shown to the world tha t an organi zed 
d emocr acy can serve by its vigorous action the ideal of 
liberty and equality which constitute its greatness . Thus 
we h fw e shown to the world-to use the words of our 
Comma nder -in -Chief, who is bot h a great soldier and 11 

noble citizen-th9.t " the R.epublic may well b e proud 
of the army that she has prepared." And thus this 
impious war has brought out a ll the vir(,ues of our race, 
bot.h those with which we were credited , of initiative, 
elan, brav ery and fearlessn ess, and those which we were 
not supposed 1;0 p ossess-endurance, pat ien ce, and 
stoicism. L et u s do honour to all these h eroes. Glory 
to those who have fallen b efore the victory , and to those 
a l<;o who throu gh it will av enge them to -morrow! A 
nat.ion which can a rouse l;=uch enthusiasm can n ever 
perish . 
. Everyt,hing serves to d emonstrate the vitality of 
France. the security of lw r credit, the confidence which 

FRENCH CUIRASSIERS IN PARIS. 
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she inspires in all, despit.e the wa.r which is shaking and 
impoverishing t.he world. The state of her nnances is 
such that sh e can continue the war until t·he day when 
the necessary reparation has b een obtained. 

We ShOl.UO honour also those innocent civilian victims 
who hitherto 4ad been safe from the ravagns of war, 
and whom the enemy, in the effort to terrify the nation, 
which remains and will continue immovable, has cap
tured or massacred. The Government hereby takes a 
~o lemn engagement, which it h as already partly dis
charged, in asking you to open a credit of 300 million 
francs (£12000.000), France will rebuild the ruins, 
anticipating the indemnities that we shall exact and the 
h elp of a contribution which the entire nation will pay. 
proud t o fulfil its dutv of national solidarity in the hour 
of distress for a portion of Its sons. 

Gentlemen, the day of final victory has not yet come. 
Till that. day our task will be a severe one, and it may be 
long drawn ou t . L et us stiffen our will and our courage 
for that task. Destined to uphold the heaviest burden 
of glory that a p eople can carry, this country is prepared 
beforeh and for every sacrifice. 

Our Allies know it. Those nations who have no 
immediate interest in the fight know it too, and it is in 
vain that an unbridled campaign of false news has 
attempted to rouse in them the sympathy which has 
been won by us . If Germany, at the beginning of the 
war, made pretence to doubt it, she doubts no longer. 
L et h er recognize once more that on this day the French 
Parliament, after more than four months of battle, h as 
renewed before the world the spectacle that it gave on tht<' 
day on which our n ation took up the challenge. 

In order to conquer, h eroism on the frontier does not 
suffice. There must be union within. L et us continue 
t.o preserve this sacred union intact from every attempt 
made upon it. To-day, as it was yesterday, and as it 
will be to-morrow, let us have only one cry-Victory; 
only one vision before our eyes-" La Patrie " ; only one 
ideal-Right. It is for Right that we are striving, for 
which B elgium has poured out her blood, for which 
unshakeable England. faithful Russia. intrepid Serbia, 
and th e gallant Japanese Navy are still striving. 

If this is the most gigantic war that history h as ever 
known, it is not because nations are in arms to conquer 
new lands, to obtain material advantage or political 
and economic rights; it is because they are fighting to 

GENERAL JOFFRE SPEAKING TO AN 
OFFICER. 

settle the fate of the world . Nothing more grand h as 
ever .appeared before the eyes of men. Against bar
barism and despotism, against a system of p rovocation 
and methodical menace which Germany called p eace, 
against the system of murder and universal pillage which 
Germany calls war, against the insolent hegemony of a 
mili.tary caste which has unchained this scourge, France, 
the liberator and avenger, with her Allies, has raised 
h erself at one bound. 

A FA MOU S PICTURE. 
The Soldier, w ith Death as his companion, pursuing the figure of Ambition, might well represent the 

German advance on Paris. 
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BILLETING TICKETS FOR BRITISH SOLDIERS BEING DISTRIBUTED. 

The stakes are more t han our own lives . L et u s con
t,inue, then, to work with a single mind, and to -morrow, 
in the peace of v ictory, when politics have been freed 
from t h e r estraints which we have voluntarily placed 
upon them, we shall recall with pri de these tragic days, 
for they will h ave made us more valiant and better. 

Wit.h these stirring word.c; Paris began to 

prepare for spending as merry a Chri~t.mas 

as it could in all the circumstances. The 

French do not as a rule ,make very much of a 

festival at Christmas, but this year they seized 

upon it as a splendid opportunity for sending 

to their d,ear ones in the trenches a nlLutit.ude 

of presents and of cheering up the wounded in 

the various Paris " hospitab. The usual st.alls 

which are set up along tpe boulevards for 

Christ.ma..'l and New Year were present. in almost 

the usual numbers and apparently did a lmost 

the usual trade. The bOluevards were thronged 

throughout the day and evening by crowds 

which differed from those of past years only by 

r eason of the diminished number of Fren ch 

soldiers to be seen. The Christmas , night 

supper 3 were, however, abandon ed. The 

restaurants were still closed by order of the 

military authorities at ten o'clock. It was in 

the great churches that P aris kept Christmas 

and prepared in prayer for the trials and 

sacrifices of the coming y ear. 

Illustrations will be found in V 01. 1. of M. Poincare, 
28; M. Viviani, 37; M. Dolcasse. 63; M. Ribot, 174 ; 
General J offre, 82, 83, 399 ; General Gallieni, 242, 399 ; 
M. Messimy, 256; and in Vo!. n. of General Foch, 45; 
General Manoury, 47. 


